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am grafeful to have the privilege of sponsoring this year's collection of

Divrei Jorah to enhance your Yom Tov and Seder table. | look forward to

the inspiration gleaned from the worthy contributors to this Sefer - Ko/
HoKavod to Rabbi Naiman for his leadership and for spearheading this worthy
project. | would like to dedicate this Sefer to both Rabbi Naiman and to
my dear mechutanim, Moshe and Lisa Rock.

In parshas Fekudei the phrase, “KaAsher tzivah Hashem es Moshe,” repeats itself
at least eighteen times in relation to the building of the components of the Mishkan.
Rav Ruderman z#7 comments that we can infer from this that the goal was not
merely the final product but that each element, each component, deserves focus
and emphasis. If the Mishkan was to serve as a resting place for the Shechinah, it
was not enough to build an edifice. Rather, every component therein required the
holiness and emphasis if the result would indeed become a holy Mishkan. The prat

and details are very much what builds the result.

The goal of the Seder then is not simply to get to the end before falling asleep or to
get from page 1 in the Hagadah through the singing of Chad Gadya The focus
needs to be on each of the fifteen holy steps of the Seder. The kadesh, the urchatz,
the karpas and yachatz etc. each deserves uncompromising focus and investment of
understanding, ‘Kaasher tzivah Hashem es Moshe," so that the result can truly be
nirtzah, that our Seder is beloved by Hashem and impactful to those around our
table.

Not only is each “Seder step” crifical to the goal, but each family member and
guests as well contribute to the ultimate experience of the Seder. Often during the
Seder, there are references that note the contribution of the individuals—the young
and old, the wise and those still learning, the righteous and the growing. All become
an important “prat” essential contributors, to the attainment of a successful Seder

experience.

May we all merit to enjoy much nachas at our Seder tables, joyously singing Hallel
with our children and grandchildren, the prat joining the 4/al and may we soon

celebrate our Seder in Yerushalayim!

Wishing you a Chag Kasher Vsameiach, \
Soshe and Sara Lea Dear, N






Preface

You hold in your hands yet another Pesach kuntress, the work of the
members of our chashuveh kehillah, bs”’d. This has been a special year for
us, completing extensive renovations to our Beis HaMikdash Me’at and
celebrating the 20" anniversary of our founding.

I am honored that my esteemed colleague in the ArtScroll “Kollel,” Rav
Yoav Elan, again agreed to share his expertise about Bais HaMikdash
themes with a piece from his upcoming sefer, The Original Second Temple,
due to be published later this year (p. 6). Two important members of our
morning Kollel now completing its tenth year, R’ Pinchas Mandel and R’
Eliezer Shames, contributed their Divrei Torah (pp. 68 and 105). Also
featured is a chapter from a work being composed by Rabbi Shmuel Chaim
Naiman on Capital Punishment in Judaism (p. 125). You will find an
excellent dvar Torah by one of the outstanding bachurim of our Beis
HaMidrash, Benyamin Vurgaftman (p. 70). We have included a brilliant
composition by R” Yaakov Grossman on the deeper meaning of Shavuos
(p. 137). And we have collected the various shul minhagim from our
weekly newsletter as a first draft of an official record of the Minhagim of
Bais Medrash of Ranchleigh (p. 115).

We once again have a section of divrei Torah given my bachurim at their
Bar Mitzvah, printed in alphabetical order (p. 165). And we unfortunately
have included a section of memorials for special people who are no longer
with us (p. 182). The first, the Kohen whose family has been in my
family’s life since we were children, Reb Naftali Raczkowski, a’’h. We
miss the dignity his presence gave our shul during Yomim Tovim when
he would daven with us. The second, Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, z”’l, who |
was zocheh to work with for almost thirty years as part of the team that
produced the Schottenstein editions of Bavli and Yerushalmi. And lastly,
my high school principal who helped guide us in turbulent times, HaRav
Yoel Feldman, z’l, with a hesped written by his daughter, Mrs. Aviva
Orlian, which conveys a profound message for us.



This year’s Hebrew section highlights divrei Torah from two marbitzei
Torah of our Beis HaMidrash. The first is the Maggid Shiur of our weekly
Yerushalmi Shiur, HaRav Ori Millrod, shlita, who contributed a chapter
from his upcoming sefer, Ohr Moshe. The second is our long-time Maggid
Shiur of our weekday morning Seder, HaRav Elya Caplan, shlita, who has
completed many mesechtos over the years, and who this year began a
popular monthly shiur for women based on the Re’eh Emunah by HaRav
Moshe Shapira, z”’l. And this section also aptly features a maftei’ach of
HaRav Moshe’s sefer.

Our annual final word about the divrei Torah in this kuntress. The goal
was not to create an original chidush, although there are many here. The
assignment was to pick a dvar Torah that resonated in one’s mind and
heart, which he felt was worth sharing with his fellow members of the
tzibbur. You, the reader, will therefore find a diverse selection of topics,
but all written from the heart, each composed with the conviction that his
words are worth writing and sharing with others.

I will close with a thank you to the members of the maareches who were
indispensable in producing this work: R” Chaim Sugar, R’ Moshe Rock,
and R’ Roman Kimelfeld. Thank you to R” Avi Dear for producing another
beautiful cover this year. Thanks also to the generous sponsors who made
the printing possible. And very special thanks to Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe
Dear and family for sponsoring the kuntress name again this year; may it
be a zechus for their entire family.

A final thank you is due to my eishess chayil, the Rebbetzin, who allowed
me to spend time away from my family duties to work on this kuntress.

Each year | express the wish that we be zocheh to produce another kuntress
next year, in Eretz Yisrael, with the coming of the Mashiach. We have
produced another kuntress, but sadly we are still in galus as of this writing.
May we be speedily redeemed with the geulah sheleimah, 12 11°1°2 79702,

Abba Zvi Naiman
Adar HaSheni 5779
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Section I: Preparing for Pesach

Rosh Chodesh

Irvin Naiman

After many years of hearing the parshah of Bo, | was wondering why the
idea of Rosh Chodesh is inserted within the makkos.

It is cited that over the many years of oppression the Jewish people were
forbidden to observe Shabbos, bris milah and marking the beginning of a
new month. A bit odd, that Rosh Chodesh should be considered as
important and Shabbos and bris milah. It is also brought down that
blessing of the New Moon is a time of renewal and all should recognize
how Hashem is part of everything that we do; that he controls the mundane
as well as the amazing. Everything happens for a reason and although we
may not understand it at the time, all is meant for good. That being said,
the idea of kiddush levanah, or Rosh Chodesh, is a reminder that although
we may think that nature happens on its own, it really does not. A much
higher force is at play on a second by second basis. So why does the
mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh fall within the makkos?

I believe part of this is that we should not forget. It happens so often, at
least to me, as to why all the repetition? We hear or say the same parshahs
year after year, Shabbos, Yom Tov, the telling of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and
the list goes on and on. Is it that we need to be reminded consistently or is
there some other reason for all the repetition?

We know that Hashem rules the world. We are human and perhaps we
may not take note of this on a continuous basis. We get wrapped up with
family, business, life, etc. However, we have something that keeps us
grounded and reminded that there is a G-d. I believe that something is in
fact the repetition. Perhaps, that is an incorrect word to use. Instead of
repetition, a better word may be endearment. Why does Hashem want us
to keep performing the same mitzvos day after day? Is it just for Him or is
it to make us better and striving to do more mitzvos and to learn more and
perhaps be better people? It is sort of a win-win situation. We are here to

1~



Lemaan Tesapeir

serve Hashem to our best abilities, and he is here to help us towards that
mission.

Since this kuntress is geared to Pesach, I feel it is appropriate to address
the above to Pesach, although, it may be able to pertain to all walks of life.
We are told to tell our children of the miracles and all that happened as we
left Egypt. Every year we do the same. Families come together, we invite
others who are alone to join in the Pesach Seder. We do the same the
following year and so on.

When I was little, I could not wait for Pesach. My grandparents would be
with us and other relatives would stop by and we stayed up late and would
hear a bit about the Hagadah. As I got older, I learned to appreciate the
story of the Hagadah and what family meant when we are together and
participating, and something I did with my children and now they with
their children. So this is not really about repetition, although it seems that
way. For me, it is really about renewal. Each Yom Tov brings about
something new or at least something nice to look forward to. The mitzvah
of kibud av v’eim and kibud Hashem along with all the other mitzvos that
we do, many, without even knowing it.

Rosh Chodesh is a time of renewal. Reminding us that Hashem is here for
us and has created a wonderful Olam HaZeh for all of us. It is a time to
reflect and remind us that Hashem is here for us just as he makes the moon
rise and set. The telling of the Hagadah is quite similar. We prepare and
prepare some more, for Yom Tov and when it is here, we reflect not just
on the people who left Mitzrayim but all the generations who either left or
came somewhere to make a difference in Hashem’s world. Not repetition
but renewal and endearment to Hashem for giving us something that we
can have and hold onto year after year, month after month, day after day
and second after second.
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Nissan: The First Month
Daniel Menchel

DY WRY 027 mi0 Wina, This monthshall be for you the beginning of the
months (Shemos 12:2).

R’ Moshe Feinstein in his sefer, Darash Moshe, notes that Rashi says this
pasuk teaches us that Nissan is to be the first month in the order in which
months are counted and, accordingly, all the others are to be counted after
it: Iyar is the second month, Sivan the third, and so on.

The reason for this requirement is simple. For Jews, it is not enough to
believe merely that Hashem created the world, for which Shabbos is
our sign and our everlasting covenant. We must also believe,
concurrently, that Hashem still continues to be the Creator and the Ruler
over everything that happens to any human or animal. This is the lesson
of the plagues and Yerzias Mitzrayim. This is why Nissan, the month in
which Yetzias Mitzrayim occurred, was chosen to be the first of the
months, as a sign of Hashem's ongoing rulership over all people and
events.

It is still unclear, R” Moshe asks, why Nissan was chosen to be the first
month, since neither of the world's two great beginnings: the Creation
and the giving of the Torah, took place in that month. If anything, Nissan
marked only the start of the preparations for Kabblas HaTorah at Har
Sinai. Nonetheless, he says that without the preparation that took place
in Nissan, it would have been impossible to receive the Torah, and
without the Torah, then all of Creation would have been purposeless.

With preparation, however, anyone (his emphasis) can accept the Torah
and make it part of himself. Therefore, the month in which the main
preparation for receiving the Torah occurred was chosen to be the first in
the count of months.
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Yashar in the Eyes of Hashem
Reuven Kaplan

Before leaving Mitzrayim, Hashem gave Klal Yisrael their first mitzvah:
Rosh Chodesh, the new moon. There is a famous Rashi on first pasuk of
the Torah (Bereishis 1:1) that quotes Rabbi Yitzchak’s question of why
the Torah starts with the creation of the world rather than directly with the
first mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh. The Torah is not meant to be a history
book, but rather as a source of mitzvos, utilized by man as a guide for
proper way of life. The answer that Rashi provides is that in the future
when the other nations accuse the Jewish people of stealing the land from
its original inhabitants, we can reply by saying that the whole world was
created by Hashem and He gives it to whom He sees fit, to those who are
yashar be ’einav, just in His eyes.

Nesivos Shalom states that while Rashi’s comments answer the question
of why the Torah starts with and mentions the creation of the world, they
do not explain the purpose of other parshios that are between Bereishis
and parshas Bo. If Bereishis serves as a testimony of Hashem being the
Creator of the world and thus having the power to run it at His will, what
is then the purpose of the parshios after Bereishis and before the mitzvah
of Rosh Chodesh?

Nesivos Shalom points out that while there is a big emphasis by Chazal on
development of proper middos, none of the 613 mitzvos directly dictate
one to be a person possessing and expressing good middos. Since all the
necessary knowledge comes from the perfect Torah, how does one learn
and develop proper middos? This knowledge of proper middos, suggests
Nesivos Shalom, is revealed to us through the actions of our Avos in sefer
Bereishis, which Chazal also refer to as Sefer HaYashar, the Book of the
Just. It is through the parshios in the book of Bereishis that we learn about
our Avos and their lives, and focus on their actions as the model of our
self-character refinement.
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In Pirkei Avos (Perek 4) we learn that “kinah (envy), taavah (desire), and
kavod (pursuit of one's self honor) remove a person from this world”.
Nesivos Shalom refers to these three traits as the principles of middos
ra’os, rooted in physicality, which lead a person to self-destruction. We
see examples of these traits in Sefer Bereishis. Due to his envy of
Hashem’s accepting his brother’s offering and not his, Kayin killed Hevel.
The immoral desires of the Dor HaMabul led to its destruction. The pursuit
of self kavod caused the downfall of the generation during the Dor
Haflagah.

It is the Avos, hayesharim v’hakedoshim, who through their actions of
middos tovos are able to rectify the aforementioned events. Avraham’s
chessed was a tikkun for Kayin’s kinah, Yitzchak’s self-sacrifice at the
akeidah was a tikkun for Dor HaMabul’s kavod, and Yaakov’s emes
ve 'tiferes was a tikkun for the immoral taavah of the Dor HaMabul.
Together, the Avos were able to uplift the world and instill it with
kedushah.

Looking back at Rashi quoted above, we can see that Rashi does give us a
complete answer as to why we need all these parshios in the Torah
between Bereishis and Bo. By learning proper middos from our Avos, we
can become yashar in the eyes of Hashem and be worthy of being His
chosen people, and the true inheritors of Eretz Yisrael.
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SRO in the Azarah on Erev Pesach!
Rabbi Yoav Elan

Once upon a time, toward the end of the Second Temple era, King
Agripas wanted to take a census of the Jewish people. He told the
Kohen Gadol to keep track of how many Pesach offerings were
brought that year in order to estimate the number of people. The
Kohen Gadol collected one kidney from each offering, and at the
end of the day they found that they had counted six hundred
thousand pairs of kidneys (1.2 million in total), which was
double the number of people who left Egypt. Even this was not
an accurate estimate, because it did not count those who were
tamei or who were far away from the Beis HaMikdash (and did
not participate in the korban Pesach). Furthermore, this was
only a count of the korbanos, not the people, for there was not a
single korban that did not have at least ten people in the group
that was going to eat it. They called that year the “Crowded
Pesach” because there were so many people.

(summarized from Pesachim 64b)

This Gemara indicates that on one particular year, over one million
korbanos were processed in the Beis HaMikdash on erev Pesach. In this
article I would like to examine how many people could reasonably fit in
the Azarah at one time and how to reconcile the result with our Gemara.

The Azarah measured 187x135 amos (Middos 5:1), which is equal to
25,245 square amos.”> Not all of this space could be used for people and

! Editor’s note: Rabbi Elan is one of my esteemed colleagues in the ArtScroll
“Kollel,” and a popular lecturer on Bais HaMikdash themes. I invited him again
this year to share his expertise with us. A version of this article was first published
on the author’s blog beishamikdashtopics.blogspot.com, Beis Hamikdash Topics.
His book, The Original Second Temple, is due to be published later this year.

2 For the purposes of this discussion we may bypass the contemporary halachic
debate over the number of inches or centimeters in an amah. As we will see below,

-6~



Section I: Preparing for Pesach

their offerings, though, because there were many chambers, objects, and
other pieces of architecture located within the Azarah. These are listed

here and shown on the diagram on the next page (many of the dimensions
are not stated in the sources and have to be estimated):

)]

2)
3)

4)
5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

The large, Outer Mizbei’ach where the korbanos were burned: 32x32
amos = 1,024 square amos

The Ramp leading up to the Mizbei’ach: 30x16 = 480 square amos
The eight short columns located to the north of the Mizbei’ach where
the korbanos were skinned and cut into parts: approx. 2x2 each = 32
The Ulam, or front chamber of the Heichal Building: 100x22 = 2,200
The back of the Heichal Building, which included the Kodesh, the
Kodesh HaKodashim and the small storage rooms (tau’im) built
around the outside of the building on the north, south, and west: 70x78
= 5,460

The Kiyor, the large copper utensil that held the water used by the
Kohanim to sanctify their hands and feet prior to starting the avodah:
1.5x1.5=2.25

The Muchni, a large wooden apparatus that raised and lowered the
Kiyor from a hole in the floor of the Azarah: approx. 1x3 =3
Chamber of Pinchas where the bigdei kehunah were stored and the
Kohanim were dressed before performing the avodah: approx. 12x5 =
70

Chamber of Chavitin, where the chavitin (meal offerings) of the
Kohen Gadol were prepared each day: approx. 12x5 =70

10) Chambers in the southeastern corner of the Azarah, including the

Chamber of Salt (where salt was stored), Chamber of Parvah (where
the hides of the korbanos were treated), and Chamber of Rinsers
(where the innards of the korbanos were rinsed): approx. 18x7 =126

the Talmudic sources tell us how many amos of space a person takes up, obviating
the need for any conversion.
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11) Chambers in the northeastern corner of the Azarah, including the
Chamber of Hewn Stone (seat of the 71-member Sanhedrin court),
Chamber of the Basin (where fresh water was stored), and Chamber
of Parhedrin (housing for the Kohen Gadol for the week before Yom
Kippur): approx. 22x23 = 506

12) Beis HaMoked where the Kohanim would be quartered when they
served in the Beis HaMikdash: approx. 30x13 =390

13) Chamber of Paroches where the large curtains of the Heychal
Building were woven: approx. 13x8 = 104

A4

< 187 amos

135 amos

Floorplan of the Azarah
Labels correspond to numbering in the text

~ 8~
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14) Chamber of Shekalim where the half-shekel donations were stored:
approx. 5x8 =40

15) Approximately 25 columns for the portico just inside of the Azarah
walls: about 2x2 amos each = 100

All of these combine to 10,607 square amos. Subtracting this number from
the total size of the Azarah yields the amount of floor space, in square
amos, available for people to stand:

25,245
-10,607
14,638

A person is one amah wide (Succah 8a) and a person’s feet are half an
amah long [which is why all of the steps in the Beis HaMikdash were half
an amah long] (Rosh to Middos 2:3). A person therefore takes up 1 x 2 =
0.5 square amos (assuming, of course, that their stomach does not extend
past their feet!). This would mean that a maximum of 29,276 people could
fit into the Azarah at one time.

Some of these people are the Kohanim doing the avodah. When the
Mishnah wishes to use a large number it often picks 300 (see Middos 3:8),
so for argument’s sake let us assume that about 300 Kohanim could service
the entire Azarah. This leaves room for about 29,000 people to stand.

Some of the space was also taken up by the animals. To make it simple,
let us assume that a sheep takes up as much room as a person, so we must
divide 29,000 in half. If so, the total number of people with their korban
that could fit into the Azarah at one time is 14,500.

The korban Pesach was brought in three shifts. Therefore, the grand
total of Pesach korbanos that could be brought each year is 43,500.

Admittedly, this is nowhere near the figure of one million mentioned in

~9~
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the Gemara. But the truth is, even if the above approximation of the
standing room in the Azarah is completely wrong, and that every square
amah of space inside the Azarah walls could somehow be used (!), and
that we do not count space taken up by Kohanim (!!), and that the people
carried their korbanos on their heads so as to take up less space (!!!), that
still only results in room for 50,490 people/korbanos at a time, or 151,470
in total after all three shifts. When the math fails us even after this ad

absurdum calculation, the answer must lie elsewhere.

Of the ten levels of holiness with which Hashem imbued our physical
world, all but the lowest few are located within the Beis HaMikdash
(Keilim 1:6-9). It should come as no surprise that in such a holy place the
usual laws of nature do not always apply, as evidenced by the fact that ten
miracles occurred regularly in the Beis HaMikdash (Pirkei Avos 5:5). One
of those ten miracles was that of ©N) ONNAYM OXNAY O* 1YW, they would
stand crowded together and bow down with room to spare. This would
happen when thousands of people gathered in the Azarah during the
festivals, standing shoulder-to-shoulder to watch the avodah. When it was
time to bow down (such as when the Kohen Gadol spoke the Name of
Hashem during the Yom Kippur avodah), they found that not only was
there was plenty of space to do so but that each person was distant enough
from his neighbor that they did not hear each other’s personal prayers
(Vayikra Rabbah 10:9). This is a manifestation of the principle vy P> IND
NN NN, a small [space] held many [people], a phenomenon
experienced by the Jewish people numerous times throughout their history
(ibid.). In one such instance where this was quantified, we find that Moshe
gathered 600,000 people within the confines of the Mishkan, an area that
measured 100x50 amos (ibid.). If Hashem suspended the constraints of
physical space to such an extent in the Mishkan, then He could certainly
allow over one million korbanos to be processed in the Beis HaMikdash
on erev Pesach.?

3 The miracle of fitting Klal Yisrael into the Mishkan is approximately twice as
“great” — quantitatively — as the miracle of the korbanos on erev Pesach. The
math is left as an exercise for the reader.

~10~



Section II: Galus Mitzrayim

Three Hidden Lessons
Jeffrey Silverberg

Our Torah contains much Jewish history and many, many laws. But in its
essence, it is neither a history textbook nor a set of divine statutory
requirements. Rather, it is a guide for a Jew’s behavior, attitudes, and
outlook on life, providing instruction on how to emulate Hashem as much
as possible and to become as close to Him as we can.

Although we must always rely on Chazal (our rabbis) to reveal the finer
points and hidden meanings, many of these lessons are stated simply and
straightforwardly. 0w X AR W7 X7 70, Just as He is merciful, so must
you be merciful; 7 1770 WP “WIR), Be holy people for Me; and 110 D207p,
You shall be holy,are three examples. There are countless others.

The Torah also contains many not so plain directives, lessons that must be
learned by contemplating events related in the Torah and digging deeper.
The purpose of this essay is to examine a few of these events and suggest
some of the ways to better ourselves that are hidden therein.

Many years ago, I had the great privilege of studying Sefer Shemos at
Yeshiva University under the guidance of Rabbi Binyamin Blech, who
was the Rabbi of the Young Israel of Oceanside for many years. Rabbi
Blech dove into the text with an enthusiasm that was contagious, and the
depth of his shiur was remarkable.

His opening shiur addressed the question of why different books of the
Chumash are necessary. What would be wrong with having one long book
all the way from Bereishis to Devarim — and why is the break between
Sefer Bereishis and Sefer Shemos placed after the death of Yaakov and his
funeral?
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He explained that Sefer Bereishis is the story of the first Jewish families
and the rivalries between brothers. From Kayin and Hevel, to Shem,
Cham, and Yefes, from Yitzchak and Yishmael, to Yaakov and Eisav, and
on to Yosef and the Shevatim, each set of brothers was faced with profound
differences. The Torah tells us the resolution of these conflicts. Kayin
killed Hevel. Cham was cursed. Yishmael was sent away from his father.
Yaakov fled the wrath of Eisav and maintained his distance after their
initial encounter when he returned to Eretz Yisrael. Yosef’s brothers threw
him into a pit full of snakes and scorpions and then sold him into slavery
with the expectation that he would disappear forever.

The meforshim do suggest that Yishmael did teshuvah before he died and
one opinion holds that Eisav had sincere feelings of brotherhood toward
Yaakov when they met. But let us put aside these explanations and
concentrate on the plain text of the Torah.

These conflicts are all between brothers, members of the same family.
Murder is obviously the most extreme method of settling a disagreement,
and that’s what Kayin chose in his dispute with Hevel. The cursing of
Cham is also extreme, but nevertheless less harsh than being killed. The
exile of Yishmael continues the progression towards more lenient
solutions as does the fleeing (and subsequent return) of Yaakov.

Yosef’s relationship with his brothers had the potential to be almost as bad
as Hevel’s with Kayin. He could have died in the pit and his life remained
fraught with peril for the first thirteen years of his exile in Egypt, many of
which he spent in prison. And who can imagine the court intrigues and
risks of being viceroy in the government of ancient Egypt? His brothers
struggled with their guilt and suspected Yosef of harboring a grudge for
seventeen years after their reunion, going so far to invent a story about
Yaakov instructing Yosef to forgive them after they returned from his
burial. But what happened then? Yosef assured them that he had sincerely
forgiven them, that he knew that everything that had happened was part of
Hashem’s plan, and that he had been sent ahead in order to provide food
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at the time of famine. The Sefer ends with the brothers at last at peace and
with a full brotherly relationship.

Rabbi Blech suggested that Bereishis is the story of the development of
the first families of the Jewish people. Shemos is the story of the
development of the Jewish nation. A nation is a collection of families, and
there can be no nation without families. Once the family of Yaakov Avinu
was stabilized and at peace, once brothers had learned to get along with
one another, then, and not until then, could the nation begin. Therefore, it
is appropriate for one sefer to conclude and another to begin at that point.

II

Yisro, the father-in-law of Moshe Rabbeinu, had seven names. One of
them was “Yeser” meaning “additional” and Rashi writes that this name
was given to him because a parshah of the Torah was added as a result of
his actions.

Yisro saw Moshe judging the people from morning until night and was
concerned. He told Moshe that this system was inefficient and
unsustainable and that the people were ill-served. If nothing changed,
Moshe would be worn out and the people inconvenienced.

These observations begin in pasuk 13 of chapter 18 in Shemos and
continue through pasuk 20. Pasuk 21 begins with the words 70 7aR), and
now you should see, and for the next several pesukim Yisro makes
suggestions about how to improve the situation. Pick good, honest men,
he tells Moshe, men who are truthful and hate bribes, and appoint them as
judges over smaller groups of people. Let them handle the smaller cases
and reserve your services for bigger disputes and to those that the other
judges cannot decide.

The Chidushei HaRim points out that Rashi’s comment about the extra
parshah references pasuk 21 (70 nnX)), rather than pasuk 13, which
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begins the narrative of Moshe’s judging process and would therefore seem
to be a more appropriate reference. He has an answer. The first few
pesukim contain criticism and an unfavorable critique of the process.
Anyone can complain, says the Chidushei Harim, anyone can criticize.
That is not noteworthy. It is only when Yisro offers a positive solution, a
formula to better the method and improve lives that the parshah becomes
truly significant. That is what Rashi indicates by citing that part of the text
as the new parshah that was added through the merit of Yisro.

I

There is a brilliant talmid chacham in Bnei Brak whose name is Rabbi
Yonoson Shraga Domb, shlita. He gives a weekly shiur at Yeshivas Bais
Meir and has collected those shiurim into a wonderful set of sefarim, eight
to this point, entitled L 'ha-ir, L hodos ul haskil. The very first piece in
the very first volume deals with the concept of giving thanks to Hashem.

Rabbi Domb begins by bringing the Rambam from the first perek of
Hilchos Tefillah (halacha 2), which establishes the mitzvah of daily
tefillah (prayer). Rambam proceeds to set a framework: A person must
begin with shevach (praise) to Hashem, then ask for his needs, and then
end by again giving praise and thanks for all the good that Hashem has
showered upon him. In other words, writes Rabbi Domb, prayer is not to
be haphazard — there is an order to it. And part of that order is that after a
person asks Hashem for his needs, he must thank Him for all that he has
received.

A bit later in the perek (halacha 5) Rambam brings that Ezra and his beis
din established the blessings of Shemoneh Esrei according to this order.
The first three berachos are to consist of praise, the middle thirteen of
requests, and the final three of thanks.

A quick peek at the siddur will confirm that the first three berachos are
praise to Hashem and that the middle section consists of requests. But,
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asks Rabbi Domb citing the Avudraham, what about the final section, the
section that is to consist of thanks? Obviously the berachah of Modim is
consistent with that specification. The other two, though, Retzei and Sim
Shalom consist of requests for the rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash (a
theme of several of the middle berachos as well) and asks for peace. These
are requests! He brings support from the Seder Hayom of Rabbi Moshe
ben Machi who writes “After the order of praise and the thanks of the
berachah of Modim, at that time of eis ratzon we pray before Him that His
love for us will be constant and that He will grant us peace.” Rabbi Domb
points out that it is clear from these words that only Modim is thanks and
we return to requests with sim shalom. So what are this berachah and the
berachah of Retzei doing in the section of giving thanks?

To answer this question Rabbi Domb cites the different reactions of Leah
and Rachel to giving birth. Yehuda is born to Leah and her response is
“Hapa’am odeh es Hashem” (This time I will thank Hashem) al keyn
karaah shemo Yehuda (therefore she called his name Yehuda) vata’amod
miledes (and she stopped from giving birth). Rachel’s reaction to giving
birth is a bit different: asaf Elokim es cherpasi (Hashem has taken away
my shame) vatikra es shemo Yosef (and she called his name Yosef)
(saying) yosef Hashem li ben acher (May Hashem add to me another
son). The Rashbam notes that Rachel knew that there was only one shevet
left to be born and she was davening that she would be the one to bear him.

In fact, of course, Rachel’s prayer was answered. She merited to have
another son. But why did Leah stop giving birth (although she resumed
later)? After all, the Gemara (Berachos 7b) teaches us that from the time
Hashem created the world until Leah gave birth to Yehuda no one had
thanked Hashem. She invented the concept of thanking Hashem. That is
high praise indeed! What is to be learned from this?

Rabbi Domb begins his answer by quoting the Minchas Eliezer: “1 heard

in the name of the Chozeh MiLublin that every time a person thanks
Hashem for a particular matter he must immediately add ‘may Hashem
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continue to assist me in the future.” This is alluded to in the story of Leah,
who thanks Hashem but does not ask for the future and consequently stops
giving birth.”

Similarly, the Tur writes that Leah thanked Hashem for all of her portion
but did not ask for more and was therefore held back. And the ibn Ezra
suggests that Leah’s response implied that she needed nothing more from
Hashem.

Contrast Rachel. She had suffered enormous pain by being barren for so
many years, to the point that she wished for death if she remained
childless. Her prayers are at last answered, she gives birth, her shame is
removed. Her reaction: thank you Hashem, but please may I have another
son.

It is clear, concludes Rabbi Domb, that any thank you given by a person
to Hashem must include a further request. We are to be happy with our
portion, but we also must recognize that Hashem is without limits, that He
has both the infinite ability and the desire to bestow His blessings upon us.
He wants us to ask for more. The ingredients of a thank you to Hashem
are the thanks itself and requests for more. Our gratitude, however sincere
and heartfelt, is not sufficiently expressed without both.

Here is an illustration from criminal law. Imagine that Tom hates Jerry.
He burns with the desire to kill him. Tom buys a gun and obtains a permit
to carry it publicly. He watches Jerry’s movements and he finds that every
Tuesday afternoon Jerry sits on a certain bench in the park. One fine
Tuesday Tom goes to the park and sees Jerry on the bench. No one is
around. He walks past Jerry and shoots him. Shoots him a second time.
Shoots him a third time. He drives to the top of a hill a short distance away
and looks down at the park to see what happens.

To his surprise, there is no police activity. He sees a hearse arrive and take
Jerry’s body away. Eventually Tom gathers that a few minutes before he
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arrived, a bystander had discovered a motionless Jerry on the bench. Jerry
had suffered a fatal heart attack and was dead before Tom got to the park
to shoot him.

What crimes did Tom commit?

The answer is none. One cannot murder a person who is already dead. One
cannot attempt to murder a person who is already dead. The victim being
alive at the time the shots were fired is an essential element of these crimes.
Intent is irrelevant if the intended victim has already become a corpse.

Similarly, asking for more is an essential element of thanking Hashem.
“Thanks” is not thanks without it.

This is why the berachos of Retzei and Sim Shalom belong in the section
of Shemoneh Esrei together with Modim. The section of thanks would not
be complete without them.

Rabbi Domb cites further examples of this principle in modim d 'rabanan,
birkas hagomel, the berachah of asher g’alanu in the Hagadah, and in
Nishmas. When one completes the study of a tractate of the Gemara or an
order of the Mishnah he recites the hadran in which he not only gives
thanks to Hashem for his efforts but also asks that he merit to study and
finish other tractates in the future.

Rabbi Domb suggests that the prototype, the binyan av, of this concept is
the famous pasuk that concludes Hallel. “Hodu laShem ki tov, ki [’olam
chasdo.” (Give thanks to Hashem Who is good, whose kindness endures
forever). Such is the way of thanks, he writes. Thank Hashem for all the
good that we have received. And then immediately pray that His kindness
will endure and always remain with us.!

! Editor’s note: Many of us remember R’ Simcha Bluth, who davened with us
before he was zocheh to move to Eretz Yisrael. He used to say the same thought
from the previous section of Hallel. After thanking and praising Hashem for all
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May we take all of these lessons to heart. May we build supportive and
loving families that form the backbone of Am Yisrael. May we remember
to always try to be constructive and helpful rather than critical. May we
have many opportunities to thank Hashem for all the good that He does
for us.

And may we always remember that Hashem wants to give us more, more
than we can even imagine, if we only remember to ask.>

the miracles, we say X1 739w ' MR, Hashem, please save! And then, 7m23n 71 mIR
X1, Hashem, please bring success! Yes, after Hashem has saved us with His
miracles, we need to ask him for further salvation and success.

2 Editor’s note: This thought-provoking article stimulated me to look further into
this topic. I had thought that perhaps we say X% before 2°71n because we cannot
properly thank Hashem unless the Shechinah is in its proper place, in the Beis
HaMikdash. I suggested this approach to HaRav Yaakov Hillel, shlit’a, on my
recent trip to Eretz Yisrael, and he approved. Later, I saw a similar thought in the
R’ Hirsch Siddur. He looks at the berachah of ¥¥9, not so much as a prayer for
the return of the avodah, but as a form of avodah itself. The Mashgiach, HaRav
Moshe Eisemann, shlit’a, also proves this in his sefer, 1°5n2 o1y, The way
HaRav Hirsch, z 7/, puts it is that it would be a chillul Hashem for us to be thanking
Hashem for something if we are not totally involved in serving Him ( '57% mmia®
Qw271 KK 11K M0ana2 ' 07y *3). For further discussion on this topic, along
with how 019w o*w fits in, see HaRav Eisemann’s sefer at length.

I later found that this topic is discussed much earlier by the Radvaz in his Teshuvos
(8:15). OW 721WN2 1727 8221 PRI 71T 17177 KW
JWRI2 YN0 72 UPNW YIN PV RN IRTIN N272 aw Y ARTIN 1210 IR
129K, YA NRMIP WY WRD PRI 177197 71972 79 11PN Y RIW 997 .79102)
77 MY RO ,1°N9507 VAR XWX ANWRIT 7072 0% 0192 P X
R .A95N7 93 BRI ANWRAT 79721 ,1M1127P0 01pR2 95N XIW 020 13970Naw
72y5 22w NNY IR RIAW 0% 29w DY H9oN7 70 I0RY LIPY RIW aRTIT IMI T
970 INWOWW 591 L9077 DR PAIANT 09 XIW 72 amm L(.72 M2122) 1271 0o
SR IT WRIY N0 AY0 ORY DAR 719720 377 102w RTNT IRIPI TR

T0°2 77279 7702V 2w IR W IR T2 W 30 5w 39727 00 Y wo 1R
URY .IMPAY ATV 2w 122 1HRI "N¥T DapN 72782 A0 oo PRI SWR)
AT VT ARTIA T WO L7V DRI NTIAY TR0 NI 0,102 717200 1P0eNn
NTI2Y 9702 21N3 WRI IRTIIIT OV T2 D173 370 70w 712w DY 199000 1IRY 1K
PV PRI ™
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Whom Hashem Brags About
by Moshe Rock !

After Moshe Rabbeinu followed Hashem's instructions and demanded of
Pharaoh to let the Jewish People out of slavery, Pharaoh only made their
workload much harder. So, Moshe went back to Hashem, advocating on
behalf of the Jewish People. He said, 713 oy? nny g a2, Hashem, why did
You do bad to this Nation by making their work load so much harder?

In parshas Va'eira, Hashem replied to Moshe with words of rebuke. The
pasuk says: ' OIR VIR MR "W R 2°P0K 127, Hashem spoke to Moshe
and gave him a message: I am Hashem. What was that message that
Hashem was giving over? Didn't Moshe already know who Hashem was?

The commentaries explain, the name Elokim refers to Hashem's attribute
of justice and the name Hashem refers to His attribute of mercy. Hashem
was telling Moshe, although it looks like there's Elokim, like there's 1°7,
harsh judgements in the world, in actuality '71°18, / am Hashem. This means
that it's all mercy — even Elokim is 0°nn, mercy.

The way that it appeared was that Hashem told Moshe that He's going to
take the people out of Egypt and, instead, He just made their workload
harder. But in actuality, that was the way Hashem was bringing them out.
There was still a long way to go in slavery, but because they experienced
this extra hardship, that took the place of all the extra years. In fact, the
Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh writes that the extra workload lasted only one
day. It must be that the fact that they thought the harsh slavery was going
to continue was enough to fulfill their quota and have their slavery ended.
It was all Hashem's compassion. So, Hashem told Moshe afterward, 737
'R PRI 0327 R, [ want you to go back to the people and give them this

! Adapted from Emunah Daily Jan. 4 2019 / 27 Teves 5779. Emunah Daily is a
project of Yeshiva Ateres Shimon, Far Rockaway NY.
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message — that [ am Hashem, I am all mercy, even what looks like the
biggest hardship is, in essence, pure goodness.

Hashem bragged to Moshe Rabbeinu about the own7pi Max, our holy
forefathers, and how much He appreciated their not questioning Him when
they were having hardships. Their trust was so precious. For a person
going through a tough time and having so many reasons to ask questions
on Hashem, but instead he says, "This must also be Hashem's mercy. |
don't understand it, but I will trust in Him anyway" is extremely precious.
The person will be rewarded each time he is able to have that emunah and,
one day, he will see how it was truly merciful.

Sometimes people experience extremely painful situations and they're not
able to immediately respond with this high level of emunah. But in those
situations, if they would even just want to want to respond with emunah,
that itself is so great.

A woman said she went through the most horrible experience, lo aleinu,
watching her child in pain for months until he gave back his soul to
Hashem. She always believed in Hashem and His love for us, but that
experience made it so much harder for her. She spoke to a Rabbi about it,
because she sincerely wanted to believe. She asked the Rabbi, "How could
it be that Hashem is so merciful if He could put somebody through that
kind of pain? We learn that Hashem loves a child more than a parent ever

could, but a parent would not do that to a child, so how could Hashem do
it?"

She said that the Rabbi spoke to her about how much compassion she had
for her child. Then he told her that the fact that a human being is able to
feel any type of compassion is only because Hashem gives them from His
compassion, like it says in the pasuk: ong 77 101, He will give you
compassion. We are created beings. We do not have anything of our own.
The fact that we can feel any type of feeling is only because Hashem
allows us to feel that way. So as much compassion and mercy that people
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have, and there are people with a great deal of compassion, that is all just
a small tinge of the endless compassion that Hashem has. He gives us a
little of His own compassion so that we can experience the beauty of it,
but we could never even begin to fathom how much compassion Hashem
has.

When the woman heard those words from the Rabbi, she told him, "I never
thought of that. I thank you for giving me that very useful piece of
information. And now, I will be able to, b'ezras Hashem, go back to the
emunah that I want to have."

There is nothing wrong with asking questions if the goal is to gain more
emunah. There are a lot of difficulties for people to deal with, but if they
are able to rise and trust in Hashem's mercy and compassion, they will
become people that Hashem brags about and they will reach the highest
levels.
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Face Slapped
Label Cooper

In the liturgy of Hoshanah Rabbah (seventh day of Succos), there are seven
hoshanos recited, each to accompany one of seven encirclements we
perform around the perimeter of the shul. It’s known that the willow
service in the Temple from which it derives evokes a Kabbalistic-like
sense and hidden meaning. It’s hard to avoid the feeling on that day, during
that service, that we’re transcending into some lofty zone — holding the
lulav, continuously circling, all while calling out in a reverent atmosphere
a vast array of unusually cryptic expressions. Also, armed with the
knowledge that our coming year supply of water (thus life) is linked to
these prayers, the day naturally radiates a more cosmic expression of our
Judaism, one that seems to connect us to higher spheres that are likely
more accessible in those majestic moments, with their inner meaning
closer to grasp.

Each of these seven hoshanos contain short phrases, an accumulated full
Aleph-Bet acrostic. In itself, this suggests a spiritual breadth coded into
the prayers of the day. These short mostly two-word expressions in some
cases describe longing for worthiness (lemaan chasdach, lemaan tuvach,
etc....). Another set of hoshanos reflect heartfelt calling that the coming
year gives us protection from a multitude of unique plagues and blights
associated to various grains and staples, for which we depend on Divine
protection to the minutest level to keep us alive.

So let us take a look at our third hoshanah of that day. The feature of this
list expresses a state of perpetual persecution, as if to say this reality never
escapes being a central feature to our inheritance. Yet for each expression
of persecution, the hoshanos also revert to endearing Heavenly calls that
we are to remain steadfast and Holy. The words clearly express forever
linking our fate to a commitment to remain connected with our Creator,
even when our choice for a higher moral existence draws the attention and
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ire of nations deeply unsympathetic or outright antagonistic to our goals.
One such phrase is “considered like a sheep lead to the slaughter.”
Whether this is a proof of our willingness to give our lives for G-d, or
interpreted as a weakness that permits us to the enemy, this is not just a
modern phrase, but a somehow a permanent state of our national being.
“Sheep lead to the slaughter,” by being etched into the permanent prayer
book reality, means it is a national defining characteristic; it never
disappears, thus rendering it irrevocably linked with our destiny.

If each phrase is in fact another truth about our definition, we ought to look
closer and reflect on how the Jew is being described. One particular phrase
is merutas lechi, literally slapped in the face/cheek. As we return to this
cycle every year, in every land and in every era, what is it supposed to
mean? What does it say about us, is it good, is it bad, what purpose does
it serve to know we are a Face-Slapped people?

Well, on its most basic level, the image of an adult being openly slapped
in the face conjures up the picture we’ve seen of the Nazi soldier who
brazenly shaves the beard of the Jew in public, if not something fiercely
more demeaning, and the sense is that we are absolutely powerless to stop
him. One would have to say this means to reflect a very personal
vulnerability. And so indeed, ever consistent with the unfolding of Jewish
history, sooner or later we find ourselves, or our community, or our Holy
land, a constant target for belittling, very much reflective of a defined
perpetual state of being modeled for the next open slap in the face. For if
we are indeed a nation that aspires to a higher moral calling, one whose
core belief requires the greatest human sensitivity to the feelings of all
others, it places us naturally so often at odds with much of what surrounds
us. Consider the core of Jewish family, the focus on caring, inner
goodness, and delicate nurturing profiled as the quintessential Jewish
home, aspects of elevated human quality forever being sought to nourish,
we really are on a vulnerable path.

It is very interesting to note that just over a year ago a Palestinian teenage
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girl openly slapped the face of an Israeli soldier. She gained amazing
notoriety for this act and was heroically lauded among not only
Palestinians, but even around the globe. But it all makes perfect sense,
because it showed the pride and strength of a young Palestinian, especially
a girl, who was able to muster up a decisively striking response against
oppression to the never-ending humiliation by the belligerent Zionist
Regime for their brutal occupation.

Now just consider any of the current day world conflicts where people
must routinely face opposition soldiers all the time, Syria, Ukraine,
Yemen, Somalia, Congo, etc.... What would happen if a young girl
slapped a soldier? Would she live to tell the story? Would it even be a
story? Would her entire people be able to openly write and boast about it?

Consider a given Jew on the street of today, assuming at least a minimal
pride of their association with being Jewish, and the equation is very
simple. Who among them would be likely to bear even the smallest doubt
understanding why a Jewish soldier would greatly struggle to respond to
this slap with harm or aggression? Even without the belief that a contrived
nation seeks to evoke a wicked response from the vulnerable Jew to
provide meat for drooling reporters. Rather, the subtle but deeply rooted
vulnerability felt on our side is what truly evokes a naturally shared
conscience on how to process this story. The (presumed) commonly shared
response is reflective of an underlying built-in vulnerability, our essential
definition as a delicate and sensitive nation (am temimi), and so the very
act itself arguably unifies us as one (me ached). (Perhaps it is curious to
note that the Arab teen’s name is Ahed Tamimi).

Lastly, there is a true story that occurred during the Holocaust, which
seems to turn all the above suggestions upside down. But rather than
dissect how it could have happened, perhaps it is a better suggestion to
leave that for you to discuss at your Shabbos table. Here’s the story, but
it’s yours to interpret:

This is a story about Karoly Karpati, a Jewish wrestler who had
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impressively attained notable Olympic stature before the Holocaust. By
nature, this very feisty and proud athlete would not be one to allow another
to belittle him in any form. Indeed, he was placed with a group of Jews on
a painful and demeaning forced-labor duty, early in the war years,
overseen by Nazi guards. His close friend, already anxiety stricken by the
situation itself, was that much more riveted with fear knowing that his
buddy Karoly would not be one to turn the other cheek, and thus the
intensity of the threat was that much greater. On the very first day of the
demeaning work duty, a Nazi guard in fact walked by Karoly, and in
typical Nazi style whacked him with the butt of his rifle. Karoly
immediately turned around, yanked the rifle and cracked it over his knee,
then grabbed the Nazi with both hands, lifted him in the air, and cast him
over the side of the bridge on which they stood, landing the Nazi into the
stream below.

You and I know what happened after that....... No, change that...... you
and I think we know what happened after that. Yes, the entire Jewish work
crew began to cry and say the Shema. But in fact, that Nazi guard was
pulled from the water by his superiors and promptly arrested, while Karoly
was merely transferred on the spot to a different work camp. And he lived
to tell the story!!!
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Predicting Redemption: Egypt, Babylon, Today
Yehoshua Dixler

At the beginning of Parshas Vayechi (Bereishis 46:28), Rashi writes that
Yaakov wanted to reveal the end of the exile, “the keitz,” to his sons, but
it was hidden from him. Since Hashem already revealed the end to
Avraham at the bris bein habesarim, what was the big secret? Must we
assume that Avraham did not tell his grandson Yaakov about the 400-year
duration of this exile that was revealed to him?

In fact, the exile in Egypt was only 210 years (Rashi, Bereishis 15:13), yet
after the exile was done the Torah records the duration as 430 years
(Shemos 12:40). While we could understand why Hashem would not want
the end-date revealed through Yaakov to the Jews in Egypt, so they should
daven, for example, why would the Torah hide the true duration after the
exile is already over?

In HaEmunos V’HaDeios (8:3), R’ Saadyah Gaon (4642-4702, 882-942
C.E.) points out that hiding the keitz was not limited to our exile in Egypt,
but also the keitz for our exile in Babylon after the first churban was hidden
as well. From this pattern he learns an important lesson.

R’ Saadyah explains that the three different numbers presented as the keitz
for the Egyptian exile (400, 430, 210) all refer to the same date. The 400
years counts from when Yitzchak was born, as he was a stranger in the
land; adding the 30 years that Avraham was a stranger, after leaving his
home and living in Charan, explains the 430 years. Both of these counts
end on a date that is 210 years after Yaakov entered the Egyptian exile.

For the Babylonian exile there are two different durations mentioned for
the keitz. The first is 52 years, as it’s written (Yirmiyah: 29:10),
“According to the completion of 70 years for Bavel I will redeem you.”
This count would put the redemption 52 years after the churban, since the
kingdom of Bavel (king Nebuchadnetzar) began 18 years earlier. The
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second time mentioned is 70 years, as it is written (Daniel 9:1), At the end
of 70 years from the destruction of Yerushalayim. R’ Saadyah explains that
both counts are actually referring to the same date. The 52 years refers to
the year Koresh became king and granted permission to rebuild the Beis
HaMikdash. They did in fact build that year, but then were paused for 17
years until the end of the 70-year count. Both prophecies of Yirmiyah for
the keitz of the Babylonian exile refer to the same date, just like in the
Egyptian exile.

According to R’ Saadyah the keitz for the current exile has multiple dates
as well. Hashem told Daniel three different end dates for our current exile,
each counted from the time of Daniel’s prophecy in the year 3390: 1150,
1290, and 1335. The latest of these would have been the year 4725, which
was possible to occur during the lifetime of R’ Saadyah who died in the
year 4702 (see footnote 9 to HaEmunos VeHaDeios 8:3 for the
calculation).

Why does Hashem communicate multiple dates for the end of our exiles?
If knowing the end is detrimental, He shouldn’t reveal a date at all! R’
Saadyah explains that Hashem provided multiple end dates for previous
exiles on purpose. Although three different counts are associated with the
first redemption (400, 430, 210) and two counts are associated with the
second redemption (52, 70), we must remember that all doubt was
removed when the redemption finally occurred. He wants us to know that
the uncertainty we feel during our current exile is nothing new and He
promises that the redemption will happen.

Of course, the dates R’ Saadyah gave for the end of our current exile have
long passed. Knowing this was possible, R’ Saadyah explains that if the
predicted keitz has passed before we have repented, we cannot be
redeemed because we were exiled due to our sins and we have remained
sinners. If we were to be redeemed before repairing, through repentance,
the damage caused by our sins, the exile would have accomplished
nothing.
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It’s fascinating that Rambam (Iggeres Teiman, Mosad HaRav Kook
edition, Chapter 3), while strongly disagreeing with R’ Saadyah on the
propriety of revealing a date, calling it an issur d oraisa, strengthens the
main point concerning the deliberate lack of clarity surrounding the date
for redemption from Egypt. While Hashem promised the exile would only
last 400 years, it’s not clear at all when the counting of 400 years should
begin. Some count from the time Yaakov entered Egypt; others count from
Levi’s death, which is the beginning of the slavery; and yet others count
from the time the prophecy was told to Avraham at the bris bein
habesarim. This last opinion led to a great tragedy when the tribe of
Ephraim attempted to leave 400 years after the bris. They were
subsequently slaughtered, having left before the requisite redeemer,
Moshe, arrived on the scene thirty years later.

It appears we don’t pasken like the Rambam, since great Rabbanim have
continued to attempt to determine the end of our exile. The Ramban (Sefer
HaGeulah §4) suggests that the concern about revealing the time for the
geulah applied in former times when the calculation could have yielded a
date far in the future, which would have been discouraging to hear. But
since we have been exiled for so long, our calculations of a geulah not so
far in the future can provide us inspiration to repent and give use hope for
the future. While we have suffered many tragedies and lost many of our
brethren to assimilation during this long exile, we will continue to pray
and, like R’ Saadyah, even expect Mashiach to arrive soon in our days.
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Pharaoh's Heart
Yirmiyahu Lauer

An interesting part of the story of yetzias Mitzrayim is the relationship
between Hashem and Pharaoh. Although Hashem never actually spoke to
Pharaoh, it seems like Pharaoh thought he could simply spar with Hashem
and stubbornly refuse to listen. It was as if he thought they were both on
the same level. Obviously, the cards are completely stacked against
Pharaoh, for not only can Hashem turn all their water into blood, but
Hashem can play havoc with all of nature and its rules. Pharaoh does not
stand a chance.

Of course, the ultimate manipulation is where Hashem controls Pharaoh's
heart. At each of the ten plagues the pasuk always explains how Pharaoh's
heart was hardened. At this juncture we understand how futile a battle with
the Master of the world really is. If Hashem can seemingly make you
choose what He wants instead of what you want, then what chance can
Pharaoh think he has? Nevertheless, this begs the often-asked question
which I'd like to address: How can Hashem punish Pharaoh for not giving
in if he wasn't even acting on his own volition? How can Hashem punish
him for something he could not choose?

The premise of this question is that freedom of choice, bechirah, is central
to Jewish philosophy. This assumption, that we possess the ability to have
bechirah, is the cornerstone of normative Judaism. The Rambam explains
that life without this freedom would be pretty pointless and meaningless.
If man were simply programmed to perform various actions, he would
have no responsibility for those actions, and life itself would be futile at
best. We would be no different than an animal or an angel who are stuck
in their current level and have no chance or possibility of growth. We, on
the other hand, can overcome our natural human desires to choose contrary
to what we should, and thereby become better from it. Therefore, how can
Pharaoh be stripped of this basic human function?
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This is actually a very old question that is already brought in the Midrash
Rabbah. Rabbi Yochanan asked this same question and Reish Lakish
replied as follows:

Let the mouths of the heretics be stopped up ... when Hashem warns a man
once, twice, and even a third time, and he still does not repent, then
Hashem closes his heart against repentance so that He should exact
vengeance from him for his sins. Thus it was with the wicked Pharaoh.
Since Hashem sent five times to him and he took no notice, Hashem then
said: “You have stiffened your neck and hardened your heart; well, I will
add to your uncleanness.”

According to Reish Lakish's response, the hardening of Pharaoh's heart
was not merely the catalyst that would lead him to a future punishment,
but was actually the punishment itself. The punishment Pharaoh actually
receives is quite exact, measure for measure. Just as Pharaoh had closed
his heart and ignored Hashem, now Pharaoh was punished by losing the
sensitivity of his heart, which he had hardened himself. This would
actually work out well in answering our question. Pharaoh wasn't being
denied free will. This was his punishment for already refusing to listen and
hardening his own heart.

The Midrash quoted speaks of five occasions when Pharaoh did not heed
Hashem. An analysis of the pesukim shows that Hashem did not harden
the heart of Pharaoh during the first five plagues. Amazingly, quite the
opposite happened. It is Pharaoh who hardens his own heart and ignores
the might of Hashem. Only by the sixth plague does the pasuk say that
Hashem actually hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Until then it wasn't Hashem,
but it was Pharaoh himself. So, the hardening of his heart by Hashem in
the last five plagues was a punishment for Pharaoh hardening his own
heart until then. And coupled with the harsh bitter slavery which the Jews
were subjected to all these years, provides ample justification for the
treatment given to the land of Mitzrayim.
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The problem is there is another Midrash Rabbah that seems to have a
subtle difference. It says:

I will harden his heart...to exact retribution from them.

This clearly indicates that the hardening of his heart was not the
punishment but in order to punish. Pharaoh's heart was hardened so he
would say no in order that the future punishments can happen. Therefore,
we are back to our original question: What happened to Pharaoh's free
will? How can he be punished for something he couldn't control?

I think the answer is actually quite simple and teaches us a great lesson
regarding the essence of free will. Had Pharaoh suffered through the
harshness of the plagues without Hashem hardening Pharaoh's heart and
manipulating his ability to choose, it is hard to imagine Pharaoh not giving
in to the strain they all endured after witnessing the awesome power of
Hashem.

Therefore, it was the plagues that took away, or at least limited, the free
choice of Pharaoh. Surely a beaten Pharaoh would not have the freedom
to make a rational decision regarding belief in Hashem. In order to allow
Pharaoh the freedom of choice to either accept or reject Hashem, his heart
had to be hardened. By doing so it would effectively restore the
equilibrium to Pharaoh's impaired, plague-ridden decision-making
process. The hardening of his heart by Hashem was not a way of denying
his free will but in fact it let him have his free will without any outside
situation being able to taint it.

Now that we understand how free will really works, we could also
understand many other seemingly problematic stories. The Jews who
stood at Har Sinai experienced an unprecedented encounter with the King
of the world in a display that was more supernatural and mind-numbing
than we could ever imagine. They actually heard Hashem speak to them.
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Yet, it is almost unbelievable that just forty days after this event, the nation
is worshiping an idol. How is that possible?

By understanding our explanation of the free-will dilemma with Pharaoh,
we can better understand how the Jews could have done such an
unspeakable act considering the awe-inspiring experience they had just
gone through. After witnessing what they saw at Har Sinai, the Jews lost
a certain degree of free choice. They were no longer people who had a
choice of which way to turn. Belief in Hashem was now so clear and
palpable that there was no choice and their free will was of much lesser
value and significance.

The very same revelation that brings a person closer to Hashem, at the
same time limits individual free will, making the actions of the individual
almost meaningless. Hashem reestablished the equilibrium in His
relationship with man by imbedding in the nature of man the desire to
rebel. This is the key to the Golden Calf problem.

In general, this same problem existed all throughout the age of prophecy.
When people heard direct communication from Hashem, their free will
was understandably affected. There was no more a belief in Hashem. It
was a forgone conclusion. It was something that was tangible and
undeniable and because of this there was a lack of growth in deciding to
believe in Hashem because it was so obvious. Therefore, throughout the
age of prophecy there existed a powerful urge to worship idols. Only
during the time of the Bayis Sheni, when prophecy stopped, did the urge
for idolatry disappear.

There is a concept in Judaism which teaches that every miracle done by
Hashem is purposely done in such a way which will leave at least a little
room for denial. There will always be some way for any skeptic to
rationalize the miracle and to be able to choose to deny it. By the splitting
of the Yam Suf the pasuk says there was an east wind that blew all night.
This was in order to split the sea, but the obvious question is why the wind?
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Hashem could have done it without the wind. The reason was to leave that
little window of choice open so people could say it was just the wind that
did it; it wasn't supernatural. As long as there is an explanation, as far-
fetched as it might be, that is possible to latch on to, there is still free will.

Now we understand from Pharaoh that without this element of free will
still open, something else will have to give. There will have to be
something else to counterbalance the fact that we have lost our ability to
objectively choose and it frankly might not be worth it.

Many of us are always asking for some sort of a revelation, craving the
simple, non-intermediate relationship with Hashem that such revelation
would ensure. We forget that any revelation of this sort carries a heavy
price tag, rendering subsequent belief almost meaningless unless
accompanied by a counterbalancing temptation.

We believe that freedom of choice is an unalienable right and an absolutely
necessary part of life, without which we would have no purpose because
we would not be able to grow. We forget that, at times, this right may be
forfeited, as part of a punishment or as part of a larger scheme. The Torah
reminds us of this with the lesson of Pharaoh.
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The Rechush Gadol: Establishing our Emunah
Dani Zuckerbrod !

The pasuk says (Shemos 11:2): WK 37 DR UOR 128YP) OY7 382 K3 127
2717921792 °92 AN NXn, Speak, please, in the ears of the people, Let each
man request of his fellow and each woman from her fellow silver vessels
and gold vessels.

The Gemara explains (Berachos 9a): The word “na” in this context is
nothing other than a term of appeal. Hashem begged Moshe to tell the
Bnei Yisrael to ask the Mitzrim for their gold and silver vessels so that
Avraham Avinu should not say that Hashem carried out with them the first
part of the pasuk in the bris bein habesarim (Bereshis15:14): They will
enslave them and they will afflict them, but He did not keep the second part
of his promise: and afterwards they will depart with great possession,
“berechus gadol.”

The Gemara continues and R’ Ami says that they borrowed the vessels
“against their will.” According to one opinion, this means that it was
against the will of the Brei Yisrael. They weren’t interested in carrying the
gold and silver out of Mitzrayim. It was quite the burden.

The Gra in his chiddushim to Berachos asks why Hashem needed to fulfill
his promise because he didn’t want Avraham Avinu claiming anything
against him? If Hashem promised it, then he would have to fulfill it
regardless of what Avraham Avinu says? The Gra answers that we know
(Mechilta Bo 12:36 and Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:11) that the spoils at the
Yam Suf were greater than those of Mitzrayim. These spoils would have
been enough to fulfill the promise of going out with rechush gadol.
However, Hashem didn’t want Avraham Avinu to claim that when they

' This Dvar Torah is largely based on a piece in R’ Shlomo Brevda’s Sefer Leil
Shimurim. It has been a favorite of mine for many years.
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were actually leaving Mitzrayim they didn’t have the rechush gadol. This
also fits nicely with the explanation that Bnei Yisrael didn’t want to carry
all of the gold and silver out of Mitzrayim. The Mitzrim were going to
bring all of their gold to the Yam Suf and the Bnei Yisrael would get it
there. Why bother carrying it out when the Mitzrim will do it for you?

But we can ask that if Hashem had indeed intended to fulfill the promise
of the rechush gadol at the Yam Suf, why was Hashem concerned that
Avraham Avinu would claim that he wasn’t fulfilling his promise?
Avraham’s claim would be in error or at least frivolous.

In truth, the Midrashim surrounding the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim have a
number of similar episodes. Somebody might have a farfetched claim, so
Hashem went out of His way to address it. The first example of this is
Moshe Rabbeinu’s change of Hashem’s word during the warning for
makkas bechoros. Hashem told Moshe that he was going to strike the
Egyptian firstborns mxna, “at” midnight. But Moshe told Pharaoh that the
makkah was going to occur Mxnd, “around” midnight. Rashi explains that
Moshe was worried that Pharaoh’s magicians would have a slightly
different midnight and call Moshe a liar for saying that makkas bechoros
was going to be at midnight. When you take a step back, you realize how
ridiculous this claim is. We know from Chazal that every bechor in all of
Mitzrayim, whether he was a bechor from the father or the mother, and
also the oldest in the house, died. If it happened a few minutes after the
promised time, would you say that Moshe is a liar? This tremendous
makkah came to Mitzrayim, and the magicians were going to deny it was
from Hashem?

Hashem also killed the first-born animals (Mechilta 12:29) and first-born
captives (Rashi pasuk 5) from other countries who found themselves in
Mitzrayim during the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim. This was all in an effort
to prevent claims that someone other than Hashem was responsible for
makkas bechoros. After the nine makkos predicted by Moshe, would
anyone have really thought that this makkah came from somewhere else?
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Again, at Kerias Yam Suf Hashem went out of His way to perform a
miracle to prevent some far-fetched claim against Him. Rashi says that the
Yam spit out the Mitzrim’s dead bodies on the other side of the Yam so
that Klal Yisrael would see them. He did this so that Klal Yisrael shouldn’t
say that just like they escaped through the Yam, maybe the Mitzrim did as
well and are now on the other side of the Yam. Would Hashem save Klal
Yisrael with all of the miracles involved in Kerias Yam Suf and allow the
Mitzrim to live and continue to chase them?

The persisting question is why does it seem that Hashem was concerned
about addressing all the seemingly small, outlandish claims throughout the
exodus story?

The Gemara in Avodah Zarah (54b) recounts a conversation between the
philosophers in Rome and the Chachamim. The philosophers asked if
Hashem dislikes avodah zarah why doesn’t he just remove it from this
world? The Chachamim responded that their question was valid, but only
on things the world does not need to survive (idols of wood, stone, etc.).
But those avodah zaros that are things that the world does need (the sun,
moon, etc.) would Hashem ruin the world just because of the shotim, the
fools, who serve them? Rather, olam keminhago noheig, the world works
within nature, and Hashem does not veer it off course because of the
shotim in this world. These shotim will have to deal with the din
v’cheshbon in the future for their sins. The same is true for a robber who
steals seeds and plants them in his field. By rights, Hashem should not
allow the seeds to grow and the robber to benefit from his sin. However,
olam keminhago noheig, and the robber will have to account for what he
did in the future. Hashem doesn’t change the nature of the world for those
shotim out there.

This Gemara does not seem to fit well with what we noted above about the

story Yetzias Mitzrayim where Hashem did change the nature of the world
to answer the claims of the shotim.
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The answer to this inconsistency can be found in a Chazal that talks about
another time when Hashem performed a miracle due to the claims of
shotim. The Gemara in Bava Metzia (87a) says that after Yitzchak was
weaned Avraham Avinu made a great seudah to celebrate Yitzchak’s birth
and to spread the news of the great miracle that Hashem had performed.
All of the nations of the world did not believe that Avraham and Sarah, an
old couple, were capable of having this son. He must have been an asufi,
an orphan found in the market, adopted and claimed to be theirs. Now
Avraham and Sarah were having a seudah to celebrate his birth.

Avraham Avinu invited all of the “gedolei hador” to the seudah and Sarah
invited their wives. As a trick, the wives brought their own children but
left their wet nurses at home. When it came time to feed these babies, the
women told Sarah that since there was no other nurse there, she would
have to feed them. Assuming that she had not mothered Yitzchak, this
would have been very embarrassing to her. Hashem performed a miracle,
and she nursed every one of them. This did not settle the crowd as they
were still claiming that Avraham at the age of one hundred was not capable
of being the father. Immediately, Hashem changed Yitzchak’s face into
the same face as Avraham Avinu. At this point the “gedolei hador” had
no choice but to admit Avraham gave birth to Yitzchak. This is another
time where Hashem took steps to perform great miracles all because of the
claims of the shotim.

The Ramban (VaYigash 46:27) points out that Hashem very often refrains
from pointing out miracles that occurred as part of the narrative of the
Torah. For example, we know that Yocheved was 130 years old when she
gave birth to Moshe. She was born as they were entering Mitzrayim and
her son Moshe was 80 years old when they left Mitzrayim 210 years later.
Having a baby at 130 years old is supernatural and is left out of the Torah,
yet the Torah found it important to report that Sarah had a baby at 90 and
that was miraculous. The Ramban says that the Torah only points out
miracles when they were predicted by a navi or a malach.
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The birth of Yitzchak was predicted in advance by a malach to Avraham
and Sarah. Avraham, as was part of his entire mission in life, wanted to
spread to the entire world that Hashem is G-d and master of the universe.
The best way to do that is to show to the world the miracles he has
performed. This is why he threw a large party to announce Yitzchak’s
birth. He wanted everyone to know that Hashem runs the world and he is
all powerful.

There were certain times in history when Hashem was establishing
Himself as the ruler of the world. During those times Hashem felt it was
necessary to make it absolutely clear that He and no other being is the
master of the universe. He went out of his way to clear up any possible
misconception or farfetched claim that He isn’t in charge. He performed
miracles, even ones that were not necessary, for the sole purpose of
proving that He runs the world. This is why the miracles happened at
Yitzchak’s party and during Yetzias Mitzrayim. That is why he had to give
the Bnei Yisrael gold and silver in Mitzrayim. Hashem wanted that there
be no room for doubt that He is the King and capable of keeping His word.

However, the time for Hashem to establish Himself in this world is not
ongoing. It had a very finite time (the time of the Avos through the
conquest and division of Eretz Yisrael). During the ten generations leading
up to Avraham Avinu, avodah zarah was so great that Hashem was almost
completely forgotten in this world. He needed to reestablish Himself back
in this world. He did this by leading the Bnei Yisrael to have complete
emunah in Him without any doubt. Subsequent to that, olam keminhago
noheig. Shotim cannot come and cause Hashem to change it any more.

The following story really brings out this point. R’ Yisrael Salanter used
to travel every year to a certain town and stay with the same innkeeper.
One year, he walked into the inn and received the same warm welcome he
always did. However, the innkeeper said to R’ Yisrael Salanter that there
has been a change in the last year due to the following incident that
happened in his inn. One day a non-religious Jew walked into his inn. He
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announced that it is permitted to eat pig meat, and if it isn’t, G-d should
strike him dead for doing so. He opened his bag, pulled out pig’s meat and
ate it right there in the inn. Nothing happened to the man. The innkeeper
was so taken aback by the incident that that he decided he no longer wanted
to be religious.

R’ Yisrael Salanter listened to the story but did not comment. He asked
the innkeeper politely to take him to his room. After an hour, there was a
knock on R’ Yisrael Salanter’s door. It was the innkeeper’s daughter
holding a certificate. R’ Yisrael asked why she had come. She responded
that she had come to show R’ Yisrael a certificate stating that she had just
finished in first place in the national dance competition. She explained that
when her father had decided to no longer be religious, he enrolled her in a
non-religious school. She excelled in her studies but really showed the
most talent for dancing. She practiced every day and became very good at
it. She entered competitions and won them. She went all the way to the
national competition and won that as well. Her certificate signed by
elected officials proves this.

R’ Yisrael heard this and said that if she is really such a good dancer, she
should prove it and dance for him. She declined and said that her feet
ached; she had been dancing for months practicing and competing. The
certificate should be enough proof for him that she is an expert dancer. She
was not going to show him an actual dance.

R’ Yisrael went to the innkeeper and told him this. He explained that
Hashem works the same way. There were certain times, /’havdil, when
Hashem proved His power to this world. The Bnei Yisrael established their
emunah in him for all times. We saw His miracles and believe in Him
forever based on those events. This is the certificate of achievement from
the national competition. After that, we cannot expect Hashem to
constantly prove Himself, especially to the claims by shotim. Olam
k’minhago noheig, Hashem runs the world based on the rules of nature.
We must look back to Yetzias Mitzrayim for any questions in emunah.
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Yosef’s Bones
Avi Dear

Seven years ago, | sat at the Shabbos table of Rav Man in Bnei Brak on
Parshas Beshalach. In the middle of the meal, Rav Man started to shukkle
back and forth as he slowly and quietly repeated the pasuk, nX awn np»
no mnxy. He started quietly and grew louder and louder, his voice
booming. His family, perhaps used to this, continued talking. He then
started murmuring the pasuk in Mishlei (which the Gemara brings to
describe the above pasuk), "xn np> 2% 0on. He began quietly, and then his
voice again grew gradually louder, enunciating the last syllable slowly,
drawing it out in a deep, rumbling voice. He repeated these two pesukim
for a few minutes until his family finally grew quiet and listened to his
dvar Torah.

Seven years later, I don’t remember the dvar Torah that he said that Friday
night, but the pasuk and its corresponding pasuk in Mishlei are seared in
my mind. Since then, this moment in the Chumash has always been special
to me. In this space, I would like to describe how fundamental and
powerful this one moment in Parshas Beshalach is. In fact, I believe its
theme is universal to the Yom Tov of Pesach and to our lives as Jews.

Hashem told Moshe before they went out of Mitzrayim, av: *11X2 K3 127,
Please tell the Jewish people to ask the Egyptians for their gold and their
silver. Hashem was asking in a lashon bakashah to please make sure they
looted Mitzrayim because Hashem promised Avraham that his children
would leave in great wealth, as the Midrash says, and He was “scared” that
Avraham would say, ‘You fulfilled the promise of slavery but not the
promise of leaving the slavery with great wealth!”” So Moshe told the Jews
this special work of looting Mitzrayim.

But it is at this precise moment that Moshe goes on a different mission. He
searches after the coffin of Yosef. There are varying opinions regarding

~40 ~



Section III: Geulas Mitzrayim

this. Some say that Serach bas Asher knew where it was. Some say it was
in a royal pyramid guarded by magic dogs. Others say the bones of Yosef
were submerged in the Nile. But either way, 101 Maxy nR 7wn np”, Moshe
took the bones of Yosef with him. On this pasuk, the Gemara in Sotah
brings the pasuk in Mishlei, "¥» np> 2% 0on, a wise-hearted man takes
mitzvos. While everyone else was collecting gold and silver — Moshe went
after the bones of Yosef!

These bones of Yosef were in no way symbolic or sentimental to Moshe.
Yosef made his children swear to take him out and bury him in Eretz
Yisrael — but at the same time, they were also instrumental in the process
of Yetzias Mitzrayim and the beginning stages of Bnei Yisrael becoming
the Am Segulah.

When Bnei Yisrael came to the Yam Suf, the malachim famously said to
Hashem, 771 a72v >7219 19%mM 7371 772y °72w 1970, What separates the
Jewish people from the Mitzrim?! How are they any different? They both
serve idols. Why save one and drown the other? But, as R’ Yaakov
Kamenetzky explains, the bones of Yosef powerfully attested that we may
have served idols, but our pure essence is unique. We are made from
different materials than the other nations! As the pasuk says, 011" &1 071,
the sea saw and fled. What did the Yam Suf see that made it fled? It saw
the amazing actions of Yosef when eishes Potiphar tried to seduce him,
the pasuk says, 7177 8¥" 01, Yosef ran outside. The amazing action of
Yosef who not only overcame the temptation of the yetzer hara, but who
also risked his life (for he was thrown in jail — this is his master’s wife
we’re talking about) to do ratzon Hashem. The bones of Yosef testified
that we may have served avodah zarah — but we are hewn from a different
material. We are not the same.

As we stood at Har Sinai, the bones of Yosef saved us once again. We
heard many nations turn down the Torah because it prevented them from
indulging in their own specific desires. Hearing all that, impacted Bnei
Yisrael, says the Aznaim LeTorah. Maybe the Torah is not practical for
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humans? Maybe it requires us to live an impossible type of life! The aron,
the coffin of Yosef came next to the aron of the Torah — 210w 77 77 2P
2. Yosef was able to overcome all of his temptation and fulfill the
mitzvos of the Torah!

So Moshe’s choice to decline looting Mitzrayim and rather go after the
bones of Yosef really tied it all together. Yosef began the journey with his
superhuman (or shall we say hAuman) strength, his amazing mesiras nefesh
for ratzon Hashem. It was that mesiras nefesh of saying “no” to eishes
Potiphar that got him in jail, which set the stage for him becoming second
to the king, which set the stage for the slavery. Now Moshe is ending the
journey in Mitzrayim with mesiras nefesh of saying “no” to the looting,
saying “no” to physical pleasure and rather being oseik in a mitzvah
lishmah. The slavery in Mitzrayim was w51 M7°07 19101 51 N1°01 IN2°1N.

And so it is thousands of years later during our Pesach. Now is a time to
focus on our personal mesiras nefesh. Mesiras nefesh comes in many
forms. Baruch Hashem we are not asked to risk our lives as our
grandparents did. But again, Mesiras nefesh comes in many forms.

Focus on what’s important.

The Vilna Gaon asks, why is Moshe’s action termed 772m, it should be
considered m7°0n, not wise?! He explains that really Moshe was a Kohen
and was not allowed to become Tamei Mes, but once everyone was
consumed with looting Mitzrayim, he quickly took advantage of the
moment because Yosef became a Mes Mitzvah and Moshe was therefore
allowed to take his coffin.
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Parshas HaMan
Shimon Weichbrod

Introduction

There is a minhag to recite Parshas HaMan on a daily basis after
Shacharis.! Additionally, there is a famous segulah’® to recite Parshas
HaMan (shenayim mikrah v’echad targum) specifically on the Tuesday of
the week of Parshas Beshalach.

There are some major discussions on whether reading Parshas HaMan is
a segulah for parnasah in and of itself, or whether it is supposed to
encourage the reader to put their trust in Hashem for their parnasah. This
Bitachon in Hashem is one of the most important aspects of the parshah.

If one carefully reads Parshas HaMan in Beshalach (o nnw), and
compares it to the story of slav in Parshas Behaaloscha (X 12713), one
will come away with multiple questions, just in the pashut pshat.

In this article, I attempt to identify many of the questions I have noticed
reading the parshah. For a long time, I had not really found an answer that
really addresses all the questions in a concise and consistent manner. |
have recently discovered an article written by Rabbi Ezra Bick
(https://etzion.org.il/en/what) who asks some additional questions and

provides a mehalach that can answer many of the questions.

The Questions
1. What is the difference between the slav mentioned in Parshas
Beshalach and the one in Behaaloscha? It seems from Beshalach
that the slav was a daily occurrence, just like the man, yet, in
Behaaloscha, Bnei Yisrael ask for meat, and Hashem says he will

U Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 1:5, Tur 1; Aruch Hashulchan 1:22; Shulchan
Aruch HaRav 1:9.

2 Attributed to Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov.
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provide the slav, as if this is the first time it is happening. Moshe,
himself questions how Hashem will provide meat for the entire
nation, yet in Beshalach he says that Hashem will be providing it.

The Ramban provides multiple possibilities on whether the s/lav was a one-

time event® or not, and whether it was available to everyone, or only
Tzadikim (2°:70):

LRI 797,77 12 ARDTY RITT Q1 1 DRy 12w T 1 M0 1Y T 01 (R)

(2)...0777 X°2> MM ONNPN DR VAW 27w 11PN 01277 3w 7Y 0D

DVEY Q7AW QU707 TN Y R IMIK PORI? 27T 1R 1o

WRI VYRR 72717 WP 12w 1900 KY 3 ,1IMn 22y 17 0°aRN 10

QNPT Y T ,00NY2 2w AwYn 93 10 vwor 717 29 (3)...192 IR

.70 O

However, even with the Ramban’s explanations, we are still left
with the following questions, namely:

a. If the Bnei Yisrael have seen the slav once before, then
they know that Hashem can deliver it, so what was the
specific need that they were lacking?

b. Even more importantly, why was Moshe questioning
Hashem’s ability, if he was the one that reported it in
Pashas Beshalach?

2. Parshas HaMan starts off with:
O 127 R DYT RY QWD 1 077 D7 VR "7 AP 78 T MR
X7 DX "N7iN3 7727 2938 Wr? 2
The Torah does not use the word K. Typically, it is understood that the
word leimor indicates that Moshe is to repeat the words* to Bnei Yisrael.

3 Tos. Arachin 15b.

4 Radak, and also see Yoma 4b: 727 (X0 "7 nwn X°01 2377 772 12 R°01) M R
779271 (R L,R RIPM) IMRIW MR T2 12 MROW TV MR 722 RIAW 177207 127 MR? I
IRY 7Y PR vOR. The Ramban, however, argues and says that ImX? means to
clarify it to them.
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For some reason, Hashem says I want to give the nation food to test them
— but do not let them know.

3. What does *n1in2 797 mean? Rashi learns that they were tested to
see if they would keep the rules of the man (not to leave it
overnight, and not to try and collect it on Shabbos). The Ramban’s
approach is to focus on the word nisayon — it was a test to see if
they could rely on Hashem to provide for them. According to
Rashi’s pshat, why is the term forasi used over mitzvasi or chukasi
— either of which would indicate “the rules,” why the term
“Torah”? According to the Ramban, the word torasi is completely
superfluous. The pasuk should have said “to test them, to see if
they would rely on me”?

4. Why did Moshe not tell Bnei Yisrael the rules about the man not
falling on Shabbos? Hashem was explicit that there would be
double on Friday and none on Shabbos. It is also unclear what
Moshe means when he says, N2 132 77 727 WK X7 DT8R MR
aon 2 Wp. Is this an “oh, 1 forgot to tell you...” or “like I told
you...”?

5. In addition, why did Moshe tell them that they may not cook on
Shabbos, but instead had to prepare everything beforehand. This
was before Matan Torah, the Jews were not yet required to keep
Shabbos. Even if we are to understand that Hashem would not
allow the man to fall on Shabbos, why are the Jews prevented from
doing other melachah?

Rashi points out that Moshe told them about Shabbos at Marah (Shemos

15:25): P27 0IX 7791 D2 002 POVNCW TN YW N1PWID NERR 4k 11 702,
Ramban elaborates on Rash’s explanation:

72991 ONR OOPNT QYTINW VAW L0712 P0VNOW NPWID nRY e P

AARY 137 ,MI¥N2 ONY TV aYITIT... 92 DONXR oo 7"apn TNy anIk

072 IR TN MWK IS NI TR 7 9PR yawn v o
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This was an introduction to the mitzvos, not the commandment to do
them.’

6. The pesukim that describe what Hashem is going to provide are
out of order. In pasuk ches, Moshe tells the Bnei Yisrael that they
will get meat in the evening and man in the Morning. It’s not until
pasuk yud beis that Hashem tells Moshe that meat and man will
be provided. Typically, we assume that if Moshe says something
that the Torah did not mention, it is because the Torah felt no need
to repeat itself, and we should assume that if Moshe said it, it must
have come from Hashem. However, we do not typically see that
Moshe reports something first, and then Hashem tells it to him.

7. The reasons behind the slav and man given by Moshe and given
by Hashem are not the same.

Moshe states:
DY XX 7 03 DRYTN AW OXUW? °32 92 78 TR AYn WX (1)
JT77122 DY ORI 21 2M%N PIND

Hashem states:

D778 727 ORI °32 NYR DR CRYAY MRY aYh OR 12T (20-X00T0)
.02°P98 1 IR 03 DRYT On? WA NP1 2 KA 027YT 172 IRY

Moshe seems to indicate that the slav is Zecher Yetzias Mitzrayim,

while the man is to identify the kvod Hashem. Hashem states that

the reason is to know Hashem Elokeichem.

8. 1did a search of NgX=2X nWn and this is the only pasuk in Tanach
where Moshe tells Aharon to tell the Bnei Yisrael. Why is the
language different?

5 The Ramban also points out that this is the reason the Torah is not explicit on
what “was commanded”, but just calls them Chok U ’Mishpat.
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Rav Bick, in his article, adds the following questions:

Why was the Torah so verbose when recording the complaints of
Bnei Yisrael here in Midbar Sin versus when they encamped at the
previous two stops?
The first stop in Marah:
ARY R 12 7Y 0 0O 02 TR oo NAYY 1927 X1 07 WA (0:10)
e
In Eilim:
%Y QY AN D0 DY) D0 DY MY 0°AY Oy N NN (12:10)
03
Finally, they come to Midbar Sin:
P21 07K T3 IR 10 1272 28 2RI 13 NTY 92 IR 07RN WY (R:T0)
D77%R YRR OORY? WD W2 0 Wy nwnna oro

In Midbar Sin, suddenly, the Torah tells us the specific location of the
encampment and on the specific day they arrived.

10. In Marah and later in Refidim, the Torah first tells us what the

11.

problem was (the water was bitter in the former, and there was no
water in the latter), yet here the Torah states no problem, only that
they complained: 738 %3 Awn v 280 012 N7y 93 [1v91] nim
N3

Why did the Torah have to explicitly write that they complained
“in the desert”? We know they are in the desert, and in fact, the
location is explicitly called Midbar Sin?

While many meforshim answer individual questions, I have been searching

for a thematic answer that can reconcile all of them, and provide a clear

explanation of what is going on in this parshah.

Rav Bick’s approach to answer the questions he posed, can be extended to
many of the additional questions above. We will revisit the remaining
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unanswered question in the conclusion. He explains that we need to focus
on the mindset of the Bnei Yisrael when they entered the desert.

Bnei Yisrael were coming from a place that had engrained a slave
mentality on them over many years. But, no matter what a master does to
a slave, the one thing they always provide is food — since a slave cannot
survive, and therefore not work without food. Now, Bnei Yisrael were
heading into the desert, a place where there is no food. So, while they were
actually not yet needing a new food supply (as they were barely 24 days
from leaving Mitzrayim) they were already nervous about not having food.
This is why the Torah specifies, that they were “in the Desert.”

“In the Desert” is also the reference to their location, halfway between
leaving Mitzrayim and getting to Matan Torah. While a person cannot go
long without water, and therefore had a justified complaint in Marah and
Refidim, they did not yet have a need for food. What they had a need for
was the reassurance that there would always be a food source in the future.
Rabbi Bik proves this from the words in the pasuk elaborating the
complaint: W27 1O Y UM, when we sat around pots of meat. The
pasuk does not say that they remember eating the meat, only that they had
the pot of meat in front of them. This is indicative of the comfort of
knowing there is food, not of actually eating it.

He further states that the nisayon that Hashem was testing them with, was
not, as Rashi indicates, “would they follow the rules of the man,” rather
more in line with the /bn Ezra — it refers to the entire relationship between
the Bnei Yisrael and Hashem. Would they understand that everything is
from Hashem and that there is no reason to worry about the future? In fact,
worrying about the future ends in worms and maggots, as we saw from
those that left the man over for another day. The Jews had to be weaned
off the hoarding mentality they had as slaves and put their full faith in
Hashem.

This approach, says Rav Bick, answers many of the questions we have
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identified. Specifically, Rav Bick explains:

1.

The Bnei Yisrael have exchanged their Egyptian master, for
Hashem as their master. (Ki Li Bnei Yisrael Avadim.) One of the
major differences between Egyptian masters, and Hashem as a
master, is this switch form hoarding for the future to putting their
faith in Hashem for the future — this then is THE test. This is likely
why, there is no X7 in the pasuk. This was not a test where the
rules needed to be supplied. This was a 40-year long test, of slowly
putting their faith in Hashem.

This, he says, is also the connection between man and Shabbos.
While the daily man teaches man to put his daily faith in Hashem,
Shabbos takes it one step further. Shabbos, with its restrictions on
melachah requires man to “take from his savings” and use it now.
He must prepare for two days. (This also explains why some went
out on Shabbos, they have not yet broken this dependence on
needing to plan for the future).

This is why man had to also be an entirely new food that the Jews
have never seen before (X7 712 W7 X7 °3 X7 0). If the food was
something they could wrap their heads around, they would, over
time become complacent, and slowly fade from their reliance on
Hashem. But the fact that it was a new beriah that could taste like
anything, would force them to always be appreciating the
uniqueness of the food being provided by Hashem, and therefore
not ever just assume it is “the food from the desert.”

Rav Bick then discusses the relationship between the slav and man, the
questions that bothered me the most in this parshah: Why did Moshe
mention the s/av before Hashem did, and why was his reason different than
the one given by Hashem? He takes the question even further and asks, if
the slav was provided in this parshah, why, after the first couple of

pesukim, is only the man mentioned for the rest of the parshah?

He explains, that, in reality there are two issues going on in this parshah.
One, as stated above is the need for Hashem to change the mentality of
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Bnei Yisrael, to fully depend on Hashem. And, as we have explained, this
is epitomized by the man. Moshe and Aharon, however, noticed another
issue that they wanted to address. This was the issue of: 12 D778 1K™
*3 YaWY7 Of7 12983 W37 0 7Y NNWR DR PIND T TR 00 N 0 R
Y72 773 P00 92 DR nona? a10 02720 9% unR ansyin. The fact that Bnei
Yisrael still believed that it was Moshe and Aharon that took them out of
Mitzrayim and not Hashem.

You can see this in their reasoning when they respond: 777 °3 opy7™ 27
M%7 7IRn 008 Xo¥in. Specifically, erev, the time when the s/av falls, is
when Bnei Yisrael will recognize that Hashem (and not Moshe and
Aharon) is the One who took them out of Mitzrayim.

The difference between the man and the slav is that the man is a complete
miracle, whereas the s/av is a natural phenomenon (though, miraculously
provided). The slav is a direct rebuke to Bnei Yisrael to teach them that
not only is Hashem the master over the supernatural, but also the master
of the natural. Even though Moshe and Aharon were perceived to be the
ones who physically took them out of Mitzrayim, it was Hashem who set
up the events and guided them out of Mitzrayim.

So, Rav Bick’s approach is that, while Hashem was prepared to send the
slav and the man (and likely told Moshe this initially, even if not recorded
in the first pasuk), the man was initially the primary focus — it was the real
purpose here. When Moshe wanted to also make the s/av primary, Hashem
acquiesced, as we see in pasuk yud beis.

This explains the apparent convoluted exchange in the first few pesukim.
However, while the slav also took a front stage, Hashem wanted Bnei
Yisrael to put their reliance in Him, which is why the rest of the parshah
discusses only the man.

Of course, we see that Hashem was correct, Bnei Yisrael were not ready
to learn the lesson of the slav, as we can clearly see from the story of the
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Eigel.
Py DI IR MR IR Py 0¥ 2R 037 W N7 AW Wwa v oy R - R
T NYT) KO 2R PINR NPT WK WO W a1 02 07 17 WK 2y 17
Rirdhih]
BYIER PR TIORT WK ON? TN TN TN - 7120

And this continues on through Sefer Bamidbar. The Bnei Yisrael seem not
to have learned that Moshe is not the decision maker, but rather only the
shliach of Hashem. First, the need is to remove the Egypt mentality; and
faith needs to be placed in Hashem before they can learn to recognize
Hashem’s hand in even every day events.

Using this approach, I believe we can answer many additional questions
that I’ve identified.

The term torasi that is used, is because it is an all-encompassing long-term
lesson being learned. Putting your faith in Hashem can be a lifelong
mission. The man was to fall for the entire time Bnei Yisrael were in the
Midbar.

Shabbos and Man are intertwined, so to experience the man means that
you must also keep Shabbos. In fact, reading the pesukim, when there were
those that left the man overnight, Hashem did not report His annoyance,
yet when some went out to collect on Shabbos, the pasuk states: 0i°2 71
DY YT DNIND TIN 7Y AYD 08 7 MR ARED X) 0PY? DYT 1 WY YW
Samiial)

It is this fact, that the man and Shabbos are so intertwined, that required
adherence to Shabbos for the man to fall. You will also note that rorasi is
mentioned along with mitzvosai — the Torah (lifelong reliance on Hashem,
as we already showed) and the mitzvah (keeping Shabbos).

Lastly, it is possible that the reason Moshe told Aharon to tell Brei Yisrael
is to remind them of the mission of Moshe and Aharon when they were in
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Mitzrayim. For when Moshe was first called upon to take Bnei Yisrael out
of Mitzrayim, Hashem too told Moshe that Aharon will be his
spokesperson. Bnei Yisrael would now recall that it was Hashem who told
Moshe and Aharon to perform the miracles, and it was He, not them that
took them out of Mitzrayim.®

The Remaining Questions

There are two of the above questions that remain, as of yet, unanswered.
How is the slav in Beshalach different than the one in Behaaloscha?’
Specifically, what happened to the s/av, and didn’t the Jews and Moshe
both already know that Hashem could provide it?

And I am still unclear as to why Moshe did not inform the Bnei Yisrael
that they were required to keep Shabbos and that they would get double
on Friday, and instead waited until this was reported back to him.

In the zechus of studying the Parshas HaMan and striving to recognize
that Hashem provides for us every day, whether in direct and open
miracles, or via any of his naturally occurring shluchim, may we merit to
have complete faith in Hashem delivering all our needs and never be
wanting.

® It is also possible, that since Hashem had not commanded them to tell Bnei
Yisrael about the slav that Moshe’s speech impediment prevented him from
addressing the nation (as we know, whenever Moshe spoke in the name of
Hashem, his speech impediment disappeared).

7 For a possible answer to this question, see Edrei Tzohn on Parshas Behaaloscha.
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Yisro: Opportunities to Repair
Dr. Eli Lazar Singman

It is axiomatic that the Ribono shel Olam wants to be good to us. We are
often given wonderful opportunities that might lead to miraculous
rewards. While it is unfortunately true that we often do not succeed, we
remain hopeful because we know that Hashem offers even more
opportunities to effect repairs (tikkunim).

One such person who squandered an opportunity was Kayin, the bechor
of Adam HaRishon. Adam served Hashem with a korban and therefore
could be said to have been the first holder of the kehunah. Kayin imitated
his father in bringing a korban but brought something he had found (fruit
of the ground) rather than something precious that he considered his own.
Contrast this to his younger brother Hevel who brought from the first of
his own sheep. Real avodah means real sacrifice from ourselves, i.e., to
do things that might be difficult, rather than doing things with the attitude
that we are doing Hashem a favor. Hashem offered Kayin another
opportunity and even explained how he might improve himself, but Kayin
again squandered this opportunity and killed Hevel. Even after this,
Hashem offered Kayin the benefit of the doubt (no one taught him not to
murder) and mercy, marking him so that none might kill him for seven
generations. Although it is unclear what this mark was, there is one
perspective that it was circumcision. At any rate, Kayin again rebuffed the
opportunity to repent and instead “left the presence of Hashem” and with
this abandoned the kehunah.

Fast forward ten generations and we encounter Shem, son of Noach. Shem
was also known as MalchiTzedek, king of Shalem (Yerushalayim) and
inheritor of the kehunah. He was visited by Avraham immediately after
Avraham defeated four kings (including Nimrod) and rescued his nephew
Lot; at that meeting, Avraham gave him one tenth of the spoils of that war.
Notably, this symbolized the tithe (maaser) that Avraham’s descendants
would provide to the Leviim. It must be mentioned that MalchiTzedek
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was a great man. Aside from the enormous kindness he performed on the
ark feeding animals day and night, he engineered the attack of the four
kings in order to place them in Avraham’s hand and he even brought bread
and wine to Avraham, demonstrating that he bore no ill will for the death
of those four armies, despite their being MalchTzedek’s descendants. But
when MalchiTzedek had the opportunity to provide a priestly blessing, he
first blessed the servant (Avraham) rather than the Master (Hashem). This
cost him the kehunah which was then transferred forever to Avraham’s
descendants.

Fast forward yet another ten generations and we are in the era of Moshe
Rabbeinu. Moshe’s father-in-law was Yisro, a descendant of Kayin (i.e., a
Keini), and a Midianite, therefore making him a descendant of Avraham
(since Midian was a son of Avraham and Keturah). Yisro was the kohen
of the gentiles. However, he rejected the gentile gods and was ostracized
by his people. This was a difficult test for him; his daughters went
unmarried and had to watch over his flocks. This was also hashgachah
pratis, for it provided Moshe the opportunity to rescue them (an
opportunity he did not waste), meet his aishes chayil, Tzipporah (Yisro’s
daughter) and bring Yisro’s family close to Moshe’s family.

We know that Moshe left Yisro to free Israel from Mitzrayim and when
Yisro heard of the great miracles that Hashem wrought thereafter, he came
to Moshe and rejoiced over all the good that Hashem had done for Israel.
Yisro also accepted bris milah (became a ger) and said, “blessed is
Hashem,” i.e., he blessed the Master first and foremost, unlike
MalchiTzedek.

In my opinion, cosmic events occurred through these seemingly simple
actions. First, Yisro repaired the mark of Kayin by having a circumcision
that protects him not only in Olam Hazeh (as Kayin’s circumcision did)
but also grants him Olam HaBa (which was denied to Kayin). Second, he
restored the kehunah to Kayin’s line by correcting the error MalchiTzedek
made! No, Yisro did not become a Kohen (remember that Hashem can

~54 ~



Section III: Geulas Mitzrayim

repay goodness across generations). Rather, Yisro’s grandson Pinchas
(son of Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen and Yisro’s daughter) was given the
opportunity to become a true zealot risking everything for Hashem’s
honor. And because Pinchas did not squander that opportunity, he became
a Kohen and earned eternal life as Eliyahu HaNavi.

As a side note, it should be mentioned that Pinchas had lots of kohen-
yichus. His father was a Kohen, and his mother was descended from both
of the only kohanim of the gentiles so named in the Chumash, i.e., Yisro
and Potiphera. As mentioned above, Pinchas’s mother’s father was Yisro.
But through Pinchas’ mother’s mother, Pinchas was descended from
Yoseph HaTzaddik! And we have a tradition that Yoseph married Osnas,
the daughter of Potiphera, also known as the kohen of On in Mitzrayim.
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Vayeira: 1t’s about Perspective
Dr. Eli Lazar Singman

In parshas Vayeira, there are many instances of situations involving vision
or the lack thereof. Indeed, the title of the parshah means to appear. As
one considers the circumstances in which terms related to vision are used,
it seems that a pattern develops. Specifically, it is the beholder who
determines what the eyes may or may not see.

When Avraham sees something, it appears to reflect positively on his very
high madreigah. First and foremost, a vision of Hashem appeared to
Avraham, to comfort him during his recovery from his bris milah.
Avraham also lifts his eyes, i.e., elevates his perception, to see angels
approaching his tent, the Shechinah hovering above Har Moriah, and a
ram to replace Yitzchak as a korban on the akeidah. Even when he saw
something “negative,” it still spoke of his greatness. When he gazed down
on the remnants of Sodom, he was performing the same act (using the
same verbiage) as when the angels gazed down upon Sodom prior to its
destruction, likening his level of perception to that of angels. When it was
distressing in his eyes to send off Hagar and Yishmael, it was a testament
to his boundless chesed; he had to be reassured by Hashem that his wife
Sarah, who prompted this decision, was correct. When he was asked by
Avimelech what he saw in Philistia that ultimately lead to a terrible
affliction of closing the wombs of all women in Avilmelech’s house, he
responded that he did NOT see fear of Elokim in that place. This shows
how perceptive Avraham was, i.e., he could see through the veneer of
civility of Philistia.

When Sarah sees something, it is unvarnished and prophetic truth. She saw
Yishmael “mocking,” i.e., claiming the right of the first born despite
Hashem’s reassurances that Yitzchak would inherit from Avraham
(Me’am Loez, Genesis I, p. 284). Sadly, the Yishmaelim have never
ceased to continue their claims and their efforts to co-opting sites, rites and
texts holy to Israel, Yitzchak’s heir. Sarah also knew when something
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should not be seen, because of the dangers of an evil eye (ayin hara). When
Sarah heard the news that she would soon conceive, she “laughed” saying
“Is it so that in truth I shall bear (a child) though I have aged? (18:13). She
later said she “did not laugh for she was frightened” (18:15). The Targum
Yonasan ben Uziel writes that Yishmael was standing outside, listening
and recognizing that another child would threaten his status. Sarah was
frightened of an evil eye from Yishmael so she verbally tried to
deemphasize the angels’ announcement.'

Diametrically opposed in madreigah to Avraham and Sarah are the
townsfolk of Sodom, as well as Lot’s wife and sons-in law, and the
residents of Gerar, the capitol of Philistia, i.e., people with markedly
suboptimal middos. The Sodomites were struck blind during their attempt
to harass Lot’s guests (angels). They even groped in their darkness
attempting to continue their efforts, suggesting that their unsavory goals
were more important to them than their ability to see. In a similar way,
Lot’s wife turned around to see the destruction of Sodom, against the
explicit instructions of heaven-sent messengers; for this she turned into a
blind (and deaf, speechless and motionless) pillar of salt. The Midrash
explains that this was middah keneged middah for her lashon hora. After
Lot invited the angels into his home, Lot’s wife went to neighbors to
borrow salt and purposely mentioned that this was needed by her guests.
In Sodom, hospitality to guests was considered a crime punishable by
immolation and so she was putting Lot and her guests into terrifying
danger. Lot’s sons-in-law mocked Lot, sarcastically telling him that it was
pointless to run away from G-d’s destruction since G-d’s reach is limitless
(i.e., he was like a jester in their eyes), despite the fact that he was trying
to save their lives! Finally, the residents of Gerar needed their eyes
covered, i.e., their attention diverted, from seeing Sarah, since they would
either covet her despite her being married or look upon her with suspicions
of carrying Abimelech’s child.

What about Lot and Hagar? They seem to have a more moderate

! http://www.dailyhalacha.com/WeeklyParasha.asp?ParashaClip|D=563
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madreigah. The two of them merited to see angels both while living with
Avraham and even after leaving his house. Indeed, one of the reasons Lot
did not want to leave the plain of the Five Towns (Sodom, Gomorrah, Zoar
[Bela], Admah and Zeboim) was that he was considered a tzaddik there,
whereas if he moved back with Avraham, he would pale in comparison.
However, he was consciously blind to the consequences of becoming
drunk, and even after he recognized what his oldest daughter had done, he
permitted himself to become blind-drunk the next night so that his younger
daughter could repeat the situation. Concerning Hagar, it is notable that
she was an Egyptian princess who understood that it was better to be a
maidservant to Avraham than a ruler in Egypt. Yet she left her febrile son
(Yishmael) beneath a tree in the desert rather than see him die. This
selfishness made her blind and unable to see a well near her. It was only
after Hashem heard his (not her) cries that she perceived this source of
water needed to save Yishmael.

Although there is no place in the chapter that specifically mentions
anything seen by the half-brothers, Yitzchak and Yishmael, we have a
Midrash to tell us that when Avraham saw the cloud of the Shechinah
hovering over Har Moriah, he asked the young men with him (Yitzchak,
Yishmael and Eliezer) if they also saw it; only Yitzchak saw, indicating
that he was closer to Avraham’s level than was Yishmael. The Midrash
(Me’am Loez, Genesis II, p. 335) goes further to say that while Avraham
was gazing into Yitzchak’s eyes as Yitzchak was bound on the akeidah,
Yitzchak’s eyes were directed toward heaven and he, not Avraham, saw
the angels. Thereafter, G-d opened the gates of the seven firmaments for
Avraham, so that he might see the Divine Presence (Me 'am Loez, Genesis
IL, p. 337) and then see the ram caught in the thicket as a replacement
korban for Yitzchak.

The story of the akeidah, Avraham’s tenth and final test, took place upon
a mountain and ends with Avraham naming the place Hashem Yireh, G-d
will see. While we cannot begin to understand Hashem, we can still apply
our original thesis, i.e., the vision is fitting to the beholder. Hashem is
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infinitely merciful, and Avraham meant by the new name to comfort his
future generations, saying that G-d will see this mountain and have mercy
on Avraham’s children (Me’am Loez, Genesis 11, p. 340).

From a hashkafah perspective, perhaps we can suggest that the notion that
“the vision is fitting to the beholder” works in both directions. Perhaps by
taking care to look upon things that are good, or to look at things to find
the good in them, we can elevate ourselves to be worthy to see greatness

more easily and more often.

Appendix: Pesukim containing terms related to vision.

1.

Appeared to him (Avraham) did Hashem on the plains of Mamre
while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the
day. (18:1).

He (Avraham) lifted his eyes and saw there were three men
(angels) standing over him; he perceived and so he ran toward
them from the entrance of the tent and he bowed to the ground.
(18:2)

And he (Avraham said, “O Lord, if now I have found favor in
Your eyes, do not please go away from Your servant”. (18:3)
They (the angels) got up from there, the men, and gazed down
upon the face of Sodom while Avraham was walking with them
to send them (on their way). (18:16).

And Hashem said: Am I concealing from Avraham what [ (am
about to) do? (18:17).

I (Hashem) will descend now and I will see if in accordance with
its outcry which has come to Me they have acted; then destruction;
and if not, I will know. (18:21)

They came the two angels to Sodom in the evening and Lot was
sitting at the gate of Sodom and Lot saw (them) and he stood up
to meet them and he bowed (with his) face to the ground. (19:1).
And the men who were at the entrance of the house they struck
with blindness from the small up to the great and they were not
able to find the entrance. (19:11).
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law (and) the betrothed
of his daughters and he said “Get up and go from this place for
Hashem is about to destroy the city, (but) he seemed like a jester
in the eyes of his sons-in-law. (19:14).

And it was as they (the angels) took them (Lot, his wife and two
daughters) that he said: Flee for your life! Do not look behind you
and do not stop (anywhere) in all the plain; to the mountain flee
lest you be obliterated. (19:17).

Lot said to them, No please, O Lord, indeed now Your servant has
found favor in Your eyes and You magnified Your kindness
which You did with me to save my life; but [ am not able to flee
to the mountain less I be overtaken by the destruction and I did.
(19:19).

His (Lot’s) wife looked behind him and she became a pillar of
salt. (19:26)

And he (Avraham) gazed down upon the face of Sodom and
Gomorrah and upon the entire surface of the land of the plain and
he saw, and indeed there rose the smoke of the earth like the
smoke of a kiln. (19:28).

And Avimelech said to Avraham: What did you see that you did
such a thing (as) this? (20:10).

And Avimelech said: Here is my land before you; in (the place
that) is good in your eyes, settle. (20:15).

And to Sarah he (Avimelech) said: Indeed, I have given a
thousand pieces of silver to your brother. Indeed, it is for you a
covering of the eyes for all who are with you; and with all you
will be vindicated. (20:16).

Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian whom she had borne to
Avraham mocking. (21:9).

Distressing was the matter greatly in the eyes of Avraham
regarding his son (Yishmael, who was to be sent away). (21:11).
So G-d said to Avraham: Let it not be distressing in your eyes over
the youth (Yishmael) or over your slave woman (Hagar); all that
she Sarah tells you, heed her voice for (only) through Yitzchak
will they be considered your offspring. (21:12).
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26.

27.
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She (Hagar) went and sat down herself opposite (Yishmael) at a
distance of some shots of the bow for she said: Let me not see the
death of the child; and she sat opposite him; she lifted her voice
and she wept. (21:16).

Then G-d opened her (Hagar’s) eyes and she perceived a well of
water; she went and she filled the skin bottle with water and she
gave drink to the youth (Yishmael). (21:19).

On the third day, Avraham raised his eyes and perceived the place
from afar. (22:4)

Note Midrash: Avraham asked Yitzchak if he saw what Avraham
saw and Yitzchak did. However, he asked his two attendants
(Yishmael and Eliezer) if they saw and they did not. So since they
did not see and the donkey with them did not see, they were to
stay with the donkey.

Avraham said: G-d will seek out for himself the lamb for the
offering, my son; and they went the two of them together. (22:8).
Note Midrash: Yitzchak looked up to heaven while bound on the
alter and the tears of the angels entered his eyes, leading to his
eventual blindness. An alternate medrash is that he saw the kisei
hakvod and that sight resulted in blindness.

Avraham lifted his eyes and saw, and there was a ram afterward
caught in the thicket by its horns. Avraham went and he took the
ram and brought it as an offering instead of his son. (22:13)

He called did Avraham the name of that site Hashem Yireh, as it
is said this day: On the mountain of Hashem He will be seen.
(22:14).
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Shabbos and Yetzias Mitzrayim
Rabbi Moshe Grossman

In Devarim, when Moshe repeats the Aseres HaDibros, he explains that
the reason for the mitzvah of Shabbos is to remind us that we were slaves
in Egypt and Hashem freed us from slavery and brought us out of Egypt
[Devarim 5:15]. However, in the Aseres HaDibros at Har Sinai, the Torah
states that the reason for the mitzvah of Shabbos is to remind us that
Hashem is the Creator of the world. Just as Hashem rested on the seventh
day of Creation, we are commanded to rest on Shabbos. In fact, we
mention in kiddush on Friday night that Shabbos is both a reminder to us
that Hashem created the world and that He took us out of Mitzrayim.

These two reasons appear to be completely unrelated. How can Shabbos
be a reminder of both Maaseh Bereishis and Yetzias Mitzrayim?

The Ramban [Devarim 5:15] explains that Yetzias Mitzrayim itself shows
that there is a Supreme Being, who existed before all else, and who brings
about new creations as He wills. The miracles that He performed in
Mitzrayim demonstrate that He has complete control over nature and the
ability to control everything in the world. Therefore, if one’s faith in
Hashem, the Creator, wavers, he should consider the miracles that Hashem
performed in Mitzrayim that show His power.

In Shemos [20:2], the Ramban explains that the first of the Aseres
HaDibros is a mitzvah to believe that Hashem is the Being whose
existence is eternal and preceded all other entities, and who brought them
all into existence. He then states that Yetzias Mitzrayim attests to Hashem’s
existence before all else and to His knowledge of, involvement in, and
direction of the affairs of the world. The miracles that Hashem performed
in Mitzrayim demonstrated, furthermore, that He is in complete control of
the physical world to the extent that He can change nature when He desires
and return it to its previous state.

The Ramban in Devarim, cited above, states that since the Jewish people
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witnessed all the miracles that Hashem performed in Mitzrayim, their faith
in Hashem was firmly established. Therefore, if a doubt might enter one’s
mind regarding the origin of the universe, he need only recall the miracles
of Yetzias Mitzrayim to dispel this doubt. Since Yertzias Mitzrayim is a
reminder and a proof that Hashem created the universe, it is also a
reminder of Shabbos, which is an acknowledgement and celebration of
Hashem’s creation of the world.

The Ramban [Devarim 5:15], also points out that Shabbos is a reminder
of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Observance of Shabbos reminds us that Hashem
created the world from nothing physical (yesh mei’ayin) and, now,
continues to exercise complete control over it. He is able to fulfil whatever
He desires regarding his creation. In particular, we note on Shabbos that
Hashem chose the Jewish people to be His nation. Hashem gave us the
mitzvah of Shabbos as a sign of our special relationship with Him [Rashi,
Shemos 31:13]. This relationship was forged when Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim with miracles that subverted nature, and, subsequently, gave us
His Torah. In this way, Shabbos is a reminder of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

In the Maggid section of the Hagadah, it is stated, “If the Holy One,
blessed is He, had not taken our forefathers out of Mitzrayim, then we, and
our children, and our children’s children would have been enslaved to
Pharaoh in Mitzrayim.” Rav Moshe Chevroni understands this statement
in a spiritual sense. Even if we had somehow managed to escape from
Mitzrayim, we would still be enslaved to its religious and philosophical
ideas. It is difficult to ignore and, certainly, to disregard the ideas,
attitudes, and values of the society in which you live. In fact, we often
adopt the values of the society in which we live without realizing it.

In Mitzrayim, when Hashem openly displayed His power and control over
nature, He thereby refuted the idolatrous philosophy of Mitzrayim. The
miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim have left an indelible impression on the
entire Jewish people, even after 3,000 years. It is etched into the spiritual
DNA of every Jew. We reinforce these beliefs not only on Pesach at the
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Seder, but every Shabbos as well when we declare that Hashem created
the world and controls it as our ancestors witnessed in Mitzrayim.

Hashem gave us Shabbos and Pesach so that we are constantly cognizant
of Hashem’s existence, His omniscience, and His omnipotence.
Furthermore, Hashem has chosen us as His people and constantly cares for
us. Observance of these mitzvos provides us with the opportunity to deeply
consider these ideas and to allow them to affect us emotionally, thereby
strengthening our emunah and bitachon in Hashem.

~ 64 ~



Section IV: The Seder

Tzei U’lmad, Go Out and Learn
Moshe Kravetz !

ATAX APYD MIZYY "NIRD 127 E/R2 NN ThD1 RY
With these words, the Hagadah deviates from the tépic of Yetzias
Mitzrayim, which is discussed before and after. Its mention of Lavan and
his intentions seems out of place; what is the connection between Lavan’s
hatred toward Yaakov and Galus Mitzrayim?

In truth, the Torah in parshas Ki Tavo (26:5) when discussing bikkurim
brings these two topics in the pasuk 7°7%7n 777 28 728 8. However,
why does the Hagadah focus on this point at greater length telling us “Go
Out and Learn” and contrasting it with Pharaoh’s decree? Furthermore,
why does the Torah itself link the two subjects in a single pasuk, when
there does not seem to be a direct connection between Yaakov’s descent
and his dispute with Lavan?

Furthermore, the person bringing the bikkurim begins his speech with this
pasuk. We can certainly understand why Yetzias Mitzrayim is mentioned
as part of bringing bikkurim; Bnei Yisrael’s galus and geulah were part of
our nation’s origin, from which thereafter we received the Torah and
inherited the land, which in turn makes it possible to bring bikkurim. Why
however do we mention Lavan’s hatred toward Yaakov in this pasuk? It
seems to have no connection to bikkurim!

One might simply say that Yaakov’s escape from Lavan made it possible
for his descendants to exist and inherit the land. This answer would be
insufficient as Lavan was not the only one who was out to destroy the
Jewish people prior to the arrival in Eretz Yisrael. There was Eisav,
Amalek and Bilam; and we can also say that had Hashem not saved us, we
would not be bringing bikkurim. So why mention Lavan?

! Based on Dorash Dovid on Mo ’adim by Rabbi Dovid Hofstedter.
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The Vilna Gaon explains that, although we are not always aware of the
miracles that Hashem performs, he is nevertheless constantly performing
them. Go Out and Learn from Lavan, where the harm was not evident.?
Nevertheless, the Torah attests *28 72X "»78. It must be that Lavan
attempted to destroy everything, and Hashem reversed the outcome.
Similarly, Hashem performs miracles for us constantly, even though we
do not notice them. Based on this, Yaakov’s salvation from Lavan was
unique as Lavan’s intent was hidden and was not apparent until the Torah
revealed it. Only after the Torah exposed Lavan’s true intent do we see
how great Hashem’s kindness to Yaakov was. This was not the case with
the other enemies as their hatred was not concealed but rather well
publicized.

With this it can be explained why the miracle of Yaakov’s salvation from
Lavan is included while bringing bikkurim. The lesson is that Hashem’s
kindness has always accompanied the Jewish people; even when we are
completely unaware of the dangers we face. Hineh, lo yanum v'lo yishan
shomer Yisrael.

The Torah is teaching us that whenever we give thanks for the open
miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim we must also thank Hashem for the hidden
ones — as represented by our encounter with Lavan.

We can now explain the unusual wording of “Go Out and Learn.” The
Hagadah is telling us to take ourselves out of our ordinary understanding
of the miracles that took place in Mitzrayim and to learn about them from
the hidden miracles that Hashem performed for Yaakov in order to save
him from Lavan. Conversely, we should deduce from those miracles
performed in Mitzrayim as well, that there were many hidden miracles that
Hashem performed in addition to the ones we recognize. (As the Hagadah
relates how R’ Akiva, R’ Elizer and R’ Yose HaGlili calculate how many

2 By switching Leah for Rochel, Lavan prevented Yosef from being the first born,
leading to the hatred between the brothers that caused the descent to Mitzrayim.
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subcategories of makkos there were in Mitzrayim and how many at the
Yam Suf.)

Thus, the open miracles that took place in Mitzrayim and that are described
in the Torah serve to teach us about the many hidden miracles that Hashem
performs for us.

This is an important lesson. In every exile that we have endured, we have
experienced open miracles that protected us. We must understand and
realize that we have also benefited from many hidden miracles and that
Hashem is constantly watching over us. This constant protection is what
the Hagadah tells us to “go out and learn,” something we must always
remain aware of.
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Matzah and Cheirus
R’ Pinchas Mandel

Yetzias Mitzrayim is considered the birth of Klal Yisrael as a nation, and
that is what we celebrate every year on Pesach. Pesach is when we became
the am segulah. Many of the things we do on Pesach express our cheirus,
our freedom. Many of the minhagim at the Seder are there to show that we
are free. We set up the table with fine dishes and dress in new clothing.
We lean on our side when we eat to express cheirus.

However, one of the primary mitzvos of Pesach seems to completely
contradict everything we celebrate on Pesach. We have a mitzvah to eat
matzah. Matzah is thin and dry bread and is called 2w on?, a poor man’s
bread. It is definitely not something that expresses our freedom.
Additionally, it is forbidden to own or eat any chametz or anything that
contains chametz. Things that don’t rise are usually not very tasty! How
do these very central ideas coincide?

To truly understand the real idea of what we are celebrating on Pesach we
need to take a step back. In what way did we become free? The Rabbeinu
Bechaye writes (Shemos 20:2) that the reason Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim was so we should serve Him, and because He took us out of
Mitzrayim we are servants of Hashem. So, in what way did we really
become free? We are just serving Hashem instead of Pharaoh. What are
we really celebrating on Pesach?

To answer this question, we need to define what freedom is. What did we
achieve by leaving Mitzrayim? There are two words in lashon hakodesh
to describe freedom, cheirus (Mm7°n) and chaphsi ("wdn). The Vilna Gaon
gives a well-known explanation to explain the difference between the two.
Chapshi represents freedom without any responsibilities or meaning.
Cheirus, however, represents freedom to lead a meaningful life. When we
left Mitzrayim, we received the ability to live with direction. Serving
Hashem is the ultimate freedom that we can achieve. Chazal teach us (4vos
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6:2): TMIN2 POWW M ROX PN 12 PR, only someone who is serving Hashem
is free. Only someone who is not tied to the yetzer hara is free. Someone
who isn’t serving Hashem is a slave to the yetzer hara.

The Gemara (Berachos 17a) says that yeast represents the yetzer hara.
Yeast represents inflation of one’s self, no room for Hashem. To serve
Hashem we need to subjugate ourselves to Hashem. We need to realize
there is something greater than ourselves. On Pesach there is a mitzvah to
eat matzah, which is thin with no expansion. We are not allowed to own
or eat chometz on Pesach. Chametz represents the yetzer hara. On Pesach
we cannot have anything to with the yetzer hara. We need to live in a total
state of cheirus. We need to be completely immersed in being ovdei
Hashem, servants of Hashem. The mitzvah to eat matzah represents what
Pesach is really all about. It is a time for us to celebrate our ability to be
servants of Hashem, to experience true freedom!
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Whoever Wants, Come Join Us
Benyamin Nosson Vurgaftman

1327 DTATY: MY, D¥RR RE) XIT ORI MYYTNN NIXT? D8 220 7] 79779332
ViTRD PR3 7292 028N XD, 02%m% NRED 0P 1Ay 17 M2y, hR? X7 o9l
NNIX X027 WY, OWn XX AINY MWRIY ,0Y 2R3 ININ X XY, X7 02,
WNIR? YIYI W TIRTNN A7 D07

In every generation, one is obligated to regard himself as though he
himself had actually gone out from Egypt, as it says, ‘“You shall tell your
son on that day saying, ‘‘For the sake of this, Hakadosh Baruch Hu did so
for me when I went out from Egypt.”” Not only our fathers did Hakadosh
Baruch Hu redeem, but also us did He redeem with them as it says, ‘‘And
He brought us out from there so that He could bring us and give us the
Land which He had promised to our fathers.”’

The Hagadah is telling us that no matter how many years have passed since
Yetzias Mitzrayim, one must still feel as if they had personally left
Mitzrayim, as it says, 237) 217923, in every generation, meaning everyone
[in the future generations up until the coming of Mashiach] should feel as
if they were slaves in Mitzrayim and have just now left.

Nevertheless, it is not very easy to feel as if one had a personal connection
with an event that happened at least three thousand years ago.

Last year on Pesach, during Maggid, my parents decided to talk about the
challenges they faced in Russia and how, for them, leaving Europe was
like leaving Mitzrayim. However, my father says that we left Europe
which is Mitzrayim in this case, and now we are in the desert which is
America. My father compared America to the Midbar because, like in the
Midbar, we are mainly focused on Torah and Mitzvos. In the Midbar, they
ate the man which satisfied them and went into their system completely so
they could spend as much time learning as possible. Think about it,
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wherever they traveled, their water and food were with them and Clouds
protected them at all times. Today there are many sefarim available in
Hebrew and English and on apps that have shiurim recorded so whenever
one wants and wherever one is, he can always have something to learn.

While it is true that it is good for us here, Baruch Hashem, we must not
forget that we are but ‘‘strangers in the land’’ and really, we belong in
Eretz Yisrael. For those with relatives who went through WWII, we, like
the Hagadah says, left Mitzrayim. But like the generation that left
Mitzrayim and wandered in the Midbar, we too are now wandering in
America. As we wait for the geulah to come, we are, in a way, in a desert.

Often in our history, we see that bad things happen because we get too
caught up in other things that make us comfortable where we are, and we
therefore do not want to return to Eretz Yisrael. One example of this is
when we were in Mitzrayim before we became slaves. As long as the sons
of Yaakov were alive, the actual slavery didn’t start. The reason for this is
because, while the brothers were still alive, their children remembered that
they didn’t belong in Mitzrayim. They remained distinct from the
Egyptians and knew that they really belong in Canaan because they
constantly reminded them with their presence that they were Jewish.
However, once Levi was niftar, their children finally realized that they
were “in a land not theirs.” Once this happened, they began to get
comfortable where they were because they thought they would still be
there for another four hundred years. Another example is in the Megillah.
The Jews went to the feast by Achashverosh because they thought they
were like the Persians. Sadly, there are many such examples in many
places in Tanach.

Now, how does one inculcate in oneself the constant hope for the arrival
of Mashiach? One way I found, with Hashem’s help, was the deeper
meaning (in my opinion) of what we say in the morning when we wake up
and at night when we go to sleep. In the tefillah Reishis Chachmah, which
we say in the morning after Modeh Ani, the last three words are, JnyIth?
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» o, For Your Salvation (The coming of Mashiach and the Geulah) do
1 long for, Hashem. The same is said in the Kerias Shema we recite before
going to sleep. The same three words are said in three different orders,
recited three times >R FNYILPY », YIS » NP, > MR ANV, For
Your Salvation, do I long(for), Hashem. I do long, Hashem, for Your
Salvation. Hashem, for Your Salvation, do I long (for). This, in my
opinion, is helping us start the day on a positive note with the belief that,
“Today is the day when the geulah will come. Today Mashiach will
come.”” Then after a day in which unfortunately Mashiach didn’t come,
we end the day believing that tomorrow the geulah will come, repeating it
three times. This constant hope in Mashiach is something to which we all,
myself included, should work towards.

The Gemara in Shabbos (31a) says that one of the questions a person is
asked in Shamayim is if they waited in hope for the Mashiach. Now, one
might ask, ‘“How could one do this? It seems too difficult to do.”’

While it is true that it is not easy to have this in mind, my Rebbe this year,
R’ Shimon Barkin, told us a very interesting dvar torah on erev Shabbos
parshas Yisro. He asked why it was that Yisro came to Moshe Rabbeinu
after he had heard about what Hashem did to Moshe and Bnei Yisrael.
which Rashi tells us that Yisro heard about Kerias Yam Suf, the War with
Amalek, and (according to the opinion that Yisro came after Maamed Har
Sinai) the giving of the Torah at Har Sinai. The pasuk makes a special
point to say that Yisro came to Moshe, in the desert. Rashi tells us that the
pasuk is praising Yisro for leaving Midyan even though he was very
wealthy there and had a very high political position. He still knew that
Hashem was the true G-d and no matter what he came to Moshe, despite
it being hard for him. The sum of the matter is, when it comes to something
gashmiyus, it isn’t harder than something ruchniyus because the yetzer
hara knows that this is something which is beneficial for a person and
specifically makes it hard to learn and keep the mitzvos. Therefore, a sign
that if a person finds it hard to do something ruchniyusdik, it means he is
doing the right thing by taking that step because it is actually good for him.
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So too in our case, it is hard to have in mind of the coming of Mashiach
but that just means how great it is and if one constantly reviews this,
myself included, it will hopefully bring the geulah closer to us.

This concept of constant review and toiling in something is found
throughout the Torah, but I feel it would be good to quote the Sefer
HaChinuch on this topic.

Among the mitzvos in Parshas Bo are:

« The commandment of eating the meat of the korban pesach
(Mitzvah 6)

« To not eat the pesach uncooked or boiled (Mitzvah 7),

+ To not leave from the meat of the pesach (Mitzvah 8),

+» That we not feed of the pesach to a heretic Jew (Mitzvah 13),

¢ That we not feed of the pesach to a stranger or a resident non-Jew
in the same city (Mitzvah 14)

+ Not to take the meat of the pesach outside (Mitzvah 15)

+ To not break a bone from the pesach (Mitzvah 16)

+ That someone without a bris milah cannot eat from the pesach

(Mitzvah 17)

The Chinuch says (Mitzvah 16) that one of the main reasons why we have
numerous mitzvos regarding the korban pesach is because it is to
remember Yetzias Mitzrayim. However, the Sefer HaChinuch says that
you might have thought that only one mitzvah would have been enough
for us and our offspring to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim. He answers that
if we constantly engage in good things, in this case the mitzvos, we will
become better people.

So too in our case, perhaps if we will constantly work on ourselves to

constantly remember that Mashiach will come any day, it will gradually
be easier.
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Pidyon HaBen through Agency
Rabbi Yitzchak Friedman !

The mitzvah of pidyon haben appears prominently in the Torah reading of
the first day of Chol Hamoed. Additionally, Pesach celebrates the creation
of the Jewish people, who Yishayahu calls, “bni bechori Yisrael.”* The
question that will be addressed is whether the mitzvah of pidyon haben
can be accomplished through an agent.

This question can be divided into two parts: Can the bechor’s father
accomplish the giving of the five selaim through an agent, and can the
Kohen receive the coins through agency. In answering this question, we
must explore the nature of mitzvas pidyon haben?

Sefer Pidyon haben Kehilchaso (siman beis), does just that. It presents
three paradigms in which to view this mitzvah:

1) The redemption of one’s first-born son from belonging to the
Priesthood. This is accomplished by the gifting of five sela’im
of silver to a Kohen.

2) A two-step process: a) the redemption of the first-born by
setting aside five selaim, for that purpose. b) the subsequent
handing over the sum to the Kohen which constitutes a
separate mitzvah of matnas kehunah. This would be like the
Noda Beyehuda’s understanding of giving tetrumah to the
Kohen. The setting aside of the grain converts the tevel into
Chullin, and then the farmer must give the terumah to a Kohen
of his choosing, as a gift to the Kohen.

! During the pidyon haben of my grandson, Ezriel Gershon Friedman, I started
researching a she eilah, but was unable to put my findings on paper. B”H, thanks
to the prodding of Moshe Rock, the mission was accomplished. May the zechus
of these divrei Torah help my bechor grandchildren (even the one that wasn’t
eligible for a pidyon, due to his Cohen status) and the rest of my family, BS”’D.

2 See Pachad Yitzchak, Pesach, §20-21

~T74 ~



Section V: Chol HaMoed and the Last Day

3) Alternatively, it could not be a redemption at all, just a gift
one is Biblically mandated to give a Kohen.

This third explanation is difficult to understand because of a Gemara in
Kiddushin (6b). The Gemara states that if one gives the pidyon money on
condition that it will be returned to him, he fulfills the mitzvah. Rav
Herschel Schacter, shlif’a, in a letter of berachah to his son, (on publishing
his sefer, Ali Tzion U’Pidyon Bechoreha, says that this text refutes the
notion that it is a mere debt to the Kohen. If the purpose of the mitzvah
was that the Kohen should receive a gift from the father of the infant, why
would such a condition accomplish that goal. He is not ending up with a
net gain of five selaim?® In addition, if one adopts this paradigm, they
would have to say that the use of the word pidyon is a euphemism and
doesn’t really indicate a redemption of any sort.

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 339:4) says that we do not do pidyon
haben on Shabbos. The Gra, z”/, seems to cover all the bases by giving
two explanations for this decision.* First, it is like transacting business.
This would prohibit pidyon haben, if it was act of redemption from the
Kohen. Second, says the Gra, z”/, paying back debts is prohibited on
Shabbos. This would address the paradigm that states that pildyon is
merely the payment of a Biblical debt.’

3 After questioning the notion that pidyon haben is merely a required gift to a
Kohen not a redemption, Rav Schacter calls into question a proof advanced by the
Ketzos HaChoshen (Choshen Mishpat 243:4). The Ketzos wants to prove that the
Rivash is correct and that the pidyon haben money can be given against the will
of the Kohen. His proof is from the fact that a debt can be paid against the will of
the lender. However, Kiddushin 6b seems to indicate clearly that it is more than
the payment of a debt and perhaps we need the Kohen to accede to receiving a
pidyon payment for it to affect the mitzvah.

4 The source of the Gra is the Shu 't Rivosh §156.

5 See the Gra (YD 305:17) who concurs with the opinion that pidyon haben is just
a debt you must pay to the Kohen.
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The Rama (YD 305: 10, with the Rivash §131 being the source of this
ruling) paskens that the father cannot give the five selaim to the Kohen
through an agent. The Shach and the Taz question this psak by asking,
“Why is this different than any other mitzvah that is not incumbent upon
the person’s own body (i.e. tefillin, tzitsis, etc.), where agency works?

There are two answers to this query, recorded in the Sefer Pidyon HaBen
Kehilchaso:

1) Aruch Hashulchan (305: 6-7) says that any mitzvah that the
Torah commands you to do specifically cannot be delegated
to an agent. An example of this principle would be he
nullification of one’s daughter’s or wife’s vows.

2) Chasam Sofer (Responsa YD §295), limits the Rama’s
stringency of not redeeming one’s child through an agent to
when the agent uses his own funds. However, if the father uses
the agent merely as a courier of the funds to the Kohen, the
Rama would agree that a pidyon is accomplished. Unlike
milah, where the Torah requires the Beis Din to act when the
parent is not present,® no such requirement is indicated with
pidyon haben. Hence, a shaliach is unacceptable to perform
this mitzvah in the father’s stead. What is also obvious is that
the Chasam Sofer holds that pidyon haben is not a repayment
of a debt but an actual redemption. Otherwise, the father’s
agent could use his own money.’

Halachah lemaasah, there is a disagreement between the Rama and the
Shach and Taz whether the father can procure an agent for pidyon haben.
The Shach and Taz say that since this is not a mitzvah done with one’s
body, an agent may be appointed. The Gra adds another reason that an

6 As it states, 737 93 029 .

7 Additionally, the Chasam Sofer writes that Rav Nosson Adler said that it is
preferable for the father to redeem the child remotely than to use a shaliach in the
Kohen’s locale. This underscores the Chasam Sofer’s position in defending the
Rama.
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agent is effective in pidyon haben, since it is merely paying a debt. The
Aruch HaShulchan and the Chasam Sofer defend the Rama with differing
approaches. The Chasam Sofer distinguishes between whether the agent
uses his own money where it is ineffective to when the agent is merely
delivering the father’s pidyon monies to the Kohen. The Rama would
concede that the agent’s pidyon would be effective. However, as with all
mitzvah acts, it is preferable to do the mitzvah oneself then have it done
through agency.?

May the Kohen use an agent to receive the pidyon money? This question
should also hinge on the question of what the nature of the pidyon is. If it
is merely the receipt of a debt payment and can be done even against the
will of the Kohen, it could surely be accomplished through an agent. This
would be in contradiction to the Sifrei (Devarim 18:3) that explains that
the paskuk, v’nossan laKohen, “and you shall give to the Kohen ,” implies
“and not to his agent.” If there are two mitzvos, the redemption of the
kedushas bechor onto the five selaim and a gift payment to the Kohen, an
agent should be able to be used to receive a gift. However, the Chasam
Sofer (YD:292) says that from the fact that the Kohen gives the father an
option to be podeh indicates that the Kohen has some ownership stake in
the infant. Hence, he must be involved himself, if the infant is to be
released from the Priesthood. The Ketzos HaChoshen (243:4), based on
the formulation that “the Kohen is the master of this bechor,” says that a
shaliach could help the Kohen accept the pidyon if he is acquiring the five
selaim on behalf of the Kohen without his knowledge. The part of the
pidyon that involves receipt of the five selaim, can be affected through
agency, but not the Kohen’s return of the infant.'°

8 See Kiddushin 41a

 The Machneh Ephraim (Zechiah u’Matana §33) explains the Sifiei as excluding
anon-Kohen agent. However, a mere debt payment, as opposed to a Kohanic gift,
should be able to be received by a shaliach, since it is able to be returned
involuntarily.

10 The Nesivos HaMishpat (243:3) says that this is due to the Kohen saying he
doesn’t trust the volunteer agent. The Chasam Sofer (YD:292) posits that it is a
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In closing, I would like to add the beautiful vort that was said by my son,
Reb Tzvi, at the pidyon haben. The question is asked, if pidyon haben is
really a redemption of the child from some type of kedushah, why would
we celebrate and recite a blessing on an act that constitutes the infant’s
descent from belonging to the Kohen to becoming a regular Yisrael?'
What are we thankful for?

Rav Pam, zt [, answered that the infant does not have the DNA to be a
Kohen. Raising him to be a Kohen would result in a failed and depressed
child. He is surrounded by Kohanim, strives to be a Kohen and his genetics
hinder him from assuming that role. People should rather be their best
selves instead of playing a role that was not designed for them, with
mediocrity.'?

I would add another answer to this question, also in the realm of chinuch.
No matter how great the environment you enter as a child there is no
substitute for a parent’s love and caring. A child raised in a functional
home will end up being more adjusted than if they are raised by other’s
regardless of the environment. Obviously, this is a generalization and
requires intelligence guided by experience, to be applied correctly!

mitzvah to receive the Kohanic gifts and hence better to be done by oneself than
through an agent.

'If it is a gift to the Kohen, this berachah would be no different than any other
berachah on giving gifts to a Kohen. If it is a birchas hodaah, a thanksgiving
blessing for the saving of Jewish firstborn children in Egypt, we would also
understand the berachah.

12 Rav Shmuel Brudny, z¢ I, said that this idea can be deduced from a Gemara in
Arachin (10b). The Gemara says that there existed an abub instrument from the
days of Moshe Rabbeinu. Subsequently, a king decorated it with gold and it no
longer produced a sweet sound. Only after the gold was stripped away, did the
abub’s sweet sound return. Similarly, when we try to perfect ourselves rather than
imitate someone who is much greater than ourselves, the results are usually more
pleasing.
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The Wisdom of Az
Rabbi Yonasan Klafter

On the seventh day of Pesach we read the parshah of Kerias Yam Suf, to
commemorate the miraculous event that happened on that day. One of the
expressions of Shirah contained in Az Yashir is the proclamation 72p2™7
"1 9983, Who is like you amongst heavenly powers, Hashem! (Shemos
15:11). The Gemara in Gittin (56a), and Mechilta as well, expounds this
pasuk like this: '7 21782 1912 °n, translated as “Who is like you amongst
the mute ones, Hashem?” The Gemara explains, for Hashem hears the
cries of the Klal Yisrael and is silent. The obvious question is, what is
praiseworthy in ignoring the cries of the Jews, and why is this included
within the Shirah?

We can explain this perplexing Gemara based on a Gemara in Pesachim
which says (50a), IR MW MMMW2 ¥ 717 02w R2T DWW AT 29O K
21077 910 KA QWD DART PUT N2 MR DI MMIwA D 220nm 2107 02
wnm, This world is not like the World to Come. In this world, on good
tidings we recite “Baruch Hatov Veha Meitiv,” and on bad tidings we
recite “Baruch Dayan Ha Emes.” However, in the World to Come we will
recite only “Baruch Hatov Veha’Meitiv”.

The reason for this is, for although everything Hashem does is for our
ultimate benefit, in this physical world our perception is very limited. We
see but a very small slice of the big picture, and may not always perceive
everything as good and we therefore cannot truly say “Hatov
Veha Meitiv.” However, during Kerias Yam Suf'Klal Yisrael was uplifted
to the exalted level of Olam HaBah, as is hinted to by the opening words
“Az” (then) Yashir.

The concept of 4z is a reference to something beyond time, as it says in
Tehillim (126:2) Iro phy X7n2 8, “then” our mouths will be filled with
laughter. At the moment of Kerias Yam Suf, Klal Yisrael had reached a
level where they were able to perceive everything as total good. Therefore,
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it was truly a praise for them to thank Hashem for remaining silent in the
face of the Klal Yisrael’s troubles, for ultimately, that too was for their
benefit.

With this concept we can resolve another apparent difficulty. The Midrash
says (Shemos Rabbah (23:3) that Moshe Rabbeinu sinned with the word
Az (on his high level) by expressing doubt after seeing the situation
degrade after his conversation with Pharaoh, as the pasuk says: (Shemos
5:23) Tye=9x °nxa 18m, From “then” that I came to Pharaoh he has
harmed this nation, and You have not saved Your nation. So, it was fitting
for Moshe to do teshuvah with the Az of Az Yashir. It is obvious that this
comparison of the Midrash is not simply because of the identical word
usage. Rather the connection is much deeper, since now Klal Yisrael rose
to the level where they were able to perceive everything as good, this was
a fitting teshuvah for failing to see the bigger picture and expressing doubt
at a bad situation.

While researching this Midrash, I stumbled upon a beautiful addendum to
this vort. The Artscroll Edition of Midrash Rabbah quotes an Ohr
Gedalyahu who elaborates on a Midrash a bit further on. The Midrash
says: From the day the world was created, there was no one who said
shirah until the moment of Kerias Yam Suf. Meaning, although the Avos
definitely said shirah, no one was able to reach this level of clarity to see
the bad as if it was actually good, until this event. This is the special Shirah
that Klal Yisrael achieved that was never done before.

The Pachad Yitzchak (Pesach §53) elaborates on the word Az, which in
grammatical Hebrew turns a future tense into something in the past (the
word “yashir” translates as “they will sing,” but with the leading A4z it is
translated as “then they sang,” in the past). The Vilna Gaon explains this
phenomenon, for the word Az is comprised of aleph and zayin, in which
zayin (7) represents the seven days of creation, and aleph (1) represents
the one entity in which the entire seven days is contained. Meaning, the
future is already contained in the past. This concept is highlighted in the
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Lecha Dodi we say on Shabbos: 12°nn mawnna nwyn M0, the finished
product was already embodied in the original thought. The seeds of the
creation in its entirety were already present in its creation. This, then is the
secret of Az, that not only does Hashem prepare the cure before the
sickness, rather the seeds of redemption are already contained within the
tragedy itself. This was the incredible level of clarity which Klal Yisrael
reached at Kerias Yam Suf, and this is the level of shirah the Midrash was
referring to, which was never reached before.

This Pesach, let us strive to reach this level of shirah, where we can
recognize that there is a plan for every event. To gain the clarity that
Hashem not only has a cure, but the cure is already here. With this, may
we merit to rise to the level of Olam Habah, the world of total goodness,
and to experience ourselves the Az of Y19 Pty X 1§
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To Sing or Not to Sing
Chaim Sugar

A well-known Midrash states that at the time of Kerias Yam Suf, the
malachim wanted to sing shirah. However, Hashem did not allow this,
claiming that His maasei yadi, the works of My hands, drowned in the sea
and you want to sing shirah? Many read this as HaKadosh Baruch Hu
teaching us to have feelings of sadness for His drowned creations,
regardless of their evilness.

The Chanukas HaTorah is a collection of novellae on the parshios of the
Torah, attributed to a 17™ century Torah scholar known as the Rebbe Rav
Heschel (Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heschel, 1595-1663). On the parshah
of Beshalach, regarding the above-noted Midrash, the sefer writes of Rav
Heschel’s disagreement with the common interpretation of the Midrash
and points out some of the issues Rav Heschel has with this common
interpretation.

Rav Heschel is opposed to the idea that we must feel sad for the destruction
of evil individuals. He quotes a pasuk that specifically suggests we are to
rejoice (rinah) at the downfall of evil people. One might suggest that
additional proofs to the permissibility of saying shirah are the facts that
Moshe sang shirah, Miriam sang shirah, and, as we read in the Haftarah
for parshas Beshalach, Devorah sang shirah after the destruction of evil.

Also, Rav Heschel points out that the malachim wanted to sing shirah at
night and the Mitzrim did not drown until the morning (see Shemos 14:24).
Therefore, the verb used by HaKadosh Baruh Hu, “drowned” in the past
tense, is not appropriate because when the malachim wanted to sing
shirah, the Mitzrim had not yet drowned.

Rav Heschel cites a Gemara in Mesechtah Sanhedrin regarding the defeat

and death of Sancherev’s army. The Gemara tells us that if a human hears
the malachim singing shirah the human will die. HKB”H allowed the
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soldiers of Sancharev to hear the malachim sing shirah and that is how
they died.

At the Yam Suf too, the malachim wanted to sing shirah and thus kill the
Mitzrim. But HKB”H said, NO! These Mitzrim “drowned” (past tense)
My maasei yadi, the works of My hands, referring to My Yidishe babies
that the Mitztiim drowned in Mitzrayim. The Ribono Shel Olam tells the
malachim that He metes out punishment midah keneged midah, meaning
the punishment must match the crime. Since the Mitzrim drowned My
babies in the Yam, not an easy death, so too these Mitzrim, these evil
creatures, need to die by drowning in the Yam. And yes Moshe, you, and
all Bnei Yisrael may sing shirah.
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Zeh Keili V’anveihu and Mishkal Hachasidus
Aryeh Stein

One of the hallmarks of our avodas Hashem is the concept of zeh Keili
v’anveihu — when a Jew does a mitzvah, he should seek to perform it in a
beautiful manner. The examples that the Gemara presents are that one
should seek out a beautiful sukkah, lulav, shofar, tzitzis, etc. (Shabbos
123b). The source for this idea is a pasuk in the Shiras HaYam (Shemos
15:2): 330 %28 O7-28 R °7-% 71, This is my G-d, and I will beautify
Him; the G-d of my father, and I will exalt Him.

What prompted the Brei Yisrael to make this proclamation of zeh Keili
v’anveihu at this time? One would think that, given that they had just been
saved from the Egyptians, the focus would have been “Thank you Hashem
for saving us from extermination!” and not on the seemingly ancillary
concept of zeh Keili v’anveihu!? The answer to this question can be
derived from the manner in which Hashem saved us. After 210 years of
servitude, Hashem could indeed have “simply” taken the Jews out of
Egypt without the fanfare of a Kerias Yam Suf. Or, even with a Kerias Yam
Suf, Hashem could have “simply” split the sea and allowed the Jews to go
through the muddy seabed without any fanfare.

Instead, as elaborated upon in great detail by the Midrash, Hashem
performed the act of Yetzias Mitzrayim in the most beautiful manner
possible. To give just a few examples: the floor of the Yam Suf dried
completely like there was never any water there and the seabed became a
beautiful mosaic; the Yam Suf split into twelve thoroughfares for the
twelve shevatim; there were fruit trees for mothers to feed their hungry
children; vegetation grew from the ground for the animals to eat, etc. The
Bnei Yisrael noticed this and recognized that Hashem was demonstrating
His infinite love for the Jews. This, in turn, inspired the Jews to want to
reciprocate and show their love for Hashem — by seeking to perform His
mitzvos not in a minimally acceptable manner but in special and beautiful
manner.
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A simple way of looking at zeh Keili v’'anveihu is that one should spend
more money on a mitzvah in order to procure a more beautiful mitzvah
item. This, of course, is not wrong, as this is the very example brought in
the Gemara — buy a beautiful esrog, talis, etc. But to stop the evaluation of
zeh Keili v’anveihu at this rudimentary level does a disservice to Hashem
and our performance of His mitzvos. Rather than view zeh Keili v’anveihu
in this limited and one-dimensional manner, it is important to analyze zeh
Keili v’anveihu in a more holistic manner. Taking this multi-faceted
approach can often lead to a situation where zeh Keili v’anveihu actually
compels one to do what seems the opposite of zeh Keili v'anveihu if zeh
Keili v’anveihu were applied in a purely objective manner. It is this
approach that the Ramchal espouses in his magnum opus, Mesillas
Yesharim.

The Ramchal’s Mishkal Hachasidus
Near the end of Mesillas Yesharim, the Ramchal discusses what he calls a

“very, very fundamental” matter — the importance of exercising judgment
before doing any and every act that one does: the mishkal hachasidus.
Before blindly going about one’s day and engaging in the performance of
mitzvos, a serious Jew needs to first think whether his proposed course of
action is indeed proper or not, or are there, perhaps, unintended
consequences that need to be considered. Without this thought process,
one could ostensibly perform a mitzvah that could cause more harm than
good. When one first considers all of the ramifications of his proposed
course of action, the result is more likely to coincide with ratzon Hashem.

The Ramchal gives several examples, both general and specific, of the
importance of engaging in a mishkal hachasidus. For example, there is a
mitzvas aseh of reproving a fellow Jew if you witness him doing
something wrong. However, if you know that saying something to this
person will backfire and cause him to sin further, it is recommended to
refrain from saying anything. The Gemara says (Yevamos 65b): Just as it
is a mitzvah to say what will be heeded, so it is a mitzvah not to say what
will not be heeded. Likewise, while, generally speaking, one should run to
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do a mitzvah, if this will lead to arguments and discord between a group
of people fighting to perform said mitzvabh, it is better to abstain and allow
others the zechus of performing the mitzvah

This exercising of judgment applies equally to mitzvos lo saseh. The
Ramchal cites the story of Gedaliah ben Achikam, the leader of the Jewish
people that remained in Eretz Yisrael after the destruction of the first Bais
HaMikdash. Gedaliah was warned that Yishmael ben Netanya had been
sent by the king of Ammon to kill him, but Gedaliah refused to believe
these reports (or at least take steps to protect himself) because they
constituted lashon hara. As we know, Gedaliah was indeed assassinated
by Yishmael, and Chazal fault Gedaliah for blindly refusing to believe
lashon hara. Had Gedaliah engaged in a mishkal hachasidus, he might
have to come to the conclusion that the situation called to take heed of the
reports and protect himself from Yishmael. Instead, Gedaliah (and many
others) were killed, and the last remnant of the Jews living in Eretz Yisrael
were dispersed to other lands.

Zeh Kaili V’anveihu and the Mishkal Hachasidus
While the mishkal hachasidus is important in regard to both positive and

negative mitzvos, it is no less important in the application of zeh Keili
v’anveihu. The story is told' of a person who was getting ready to purchase
a new pair of tefillin and there were two sofrim in his town: one was a very
experienced sofer whose tefillin were known to be the most mehudar in
every way, and the other sofer was a younger and relatively inexperienced
sofer, whose tefillin, while 100% kosher in every way, were certainly not
as mehudar as those of the experienced sofer. The man assumed that he
should buy his tefillin from the experienced sofer as a fulfillment of zek
Keili v’anveihu, but he had the foresight to first consult with his Rav. The
Rav explained that zeh Keili v’anveihu should not be viewed from the
narrow perspective of which tefillin would be objectively more mehudar,

U'See Tuvcha Yabia Vol. 1 p. 229.

~ 86~



Section V: Chol HaMoed and the Last Day

but from the broader perspective that would take other factors into
consideration. The Rav continued and explained that the young sofer,
having just started out, was struggling to support his family. Thus, the Rav
recommended that the person buy his tefillin from the younger sofer — and
the fulfillment of zeh Keili v’anveihu would be achieved through the
provision of parnasah to the sofer and his family in an honorable fashion.

It is important to keep in mind that zeh Keili v’anveihu is also not about
simply spending more money when performing a mitzvah. The story is
told of Reb Yidel of Dzhikov who, several days before Purim, went to the
bank to exchange his old and wrinkled money for new bills. When
questioned by the bank teller as to why he wanted to make the exchange
(when the new bills were obviously not worth more than the old bills), Reb
Yidel explained that, in a few days, he will be giving matanos [’evyonim
and he felt that distributing fresh and crisp bills was a fulfillment of zeh
Keili v’anveihu. Another unique application of zeh Keili v’anveihu is that
of R’ Shamshon Rafael Hirsh. Since each and every Jew should view
himself as an eved Hashem and as a vessel for Hashem’s Shechinah to
dwell within, zeh Keili v’anveihu obliges one to should strive for personal
holiness and purity.

We are familiar with the halachah that one is not permitted to eat matzah
on Erev Pesach so that one will eat the matzos mitzva at the Seder
beteiavon — with a hearty appetite. Similarly, R’ Yisrael Isserlin (the author
of the Terumas HaDeshen) would refrain from sleeping on Erev Succos so
that he would be able to perform the mitzvah of sleeping in the Succah
later that night beteavon. (I think it is safe to assume that R’ Isserlin
performed a mishkal hachasidus and concluded that foregoing an erev
Yom Tov nap would not detract from his simchas Yom Yov at the seudah.)
The abstaining from matzah on Erev Pesach and sleep on Erev Succos are
both distinctive applications of zeh Keili v’anveihu.

Another important consideration is to make sure that one’s fulfilment of
zeh Keili v’anveihu is [ shaim shamayim — grounded in an honest desire to
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honor Hashem - and not based on an attempt to impress others. For
example, if a person sets out to buy the fanciest silver esrog box but is
content with using an esrog that is barely kosher, it would appear that his
priorities are skewed.? The Binyan Shlomo cites a “chacham echad” who
explains the Gemara’s somewhat glaring omission of tefillin from the list
of mitzvos that are subject to zeh Keili v’anveihu, by explaining that zeh
Keili v’anveihu applies only to mitzvos that are public and visible to others
so as to increase kavod Shamayim (and tefillin shel yad are hidden from
view). Zeh Keili v’anveihu and the mishkal hachasidus requires one to be
honest with one’s true motivations — which at times can be a very
uncomfortable thought process.

A timely example is when it comes to cleaning for Pesach. We all want to
do a complete job of ridding our homes from any traces of chametz (as a
fulfillment of the mitzvah of tashbisu together with zeh Keili v’anveihu),
but we must do so without violating other mitzvos while doing so. If our
fastidiousness in cleaning for Pesach instills a sense of dread on one’s
family, it is quite likely to lead to blatant violations of serious issurim such
as ona’as devarim (hurtful speech). This is an indication that one’s method
of cleaning for Pesach is not purely /sheim shamayim. A proper mishkal
hachasidus would lead to a balanced approach to cleaning for Pesach, an
approach that will lead to a chametz-free home while at the same time
ensuring that the home is one of equanimity and simchas hachaim.

As we count down the days towards Pesach, it behooves us to remember
everything that Hashem did for the Jewish people thousands of years ago
when he took us out of Mitzrayim and led us through the Yam Suf. The
same way that Hashem redeemed us in the most magnificent and glorious

2 Without an honest assessment of one’s motivation, the application of zek Keili
v’anveihu can be taken to somewhat absurd proportions. R’ Chaim Pinchas
Scheinberg discusses why, on one hand, there is an inyan to use a talis naeh —
even though the mitzvah is ostensibly limited to the actual strings of tzizis, and,
on the other hand, why there is no inyan of owning a palatial mansion so that one
can fulfill the mitzvah of mezuzah in a beautiful manner. See Mishmeres Chaim
(Vol. I pps. 3-4).
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manner, we should, in turn, endeavor to do Hashem’s will in the most
beautiful manner possible — while at the same time always engaging in the
Ramchal’s mishkal hachasidus. 1t is only through a thoughtful and
comprehensive assessment of our actions that we can hope to fulfill our
obligations in this world in the most beautiful manner possible.
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What Hashem Does

Louis Leder

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (94a) cites a criticism directed at Moshe
Rabbeinu and the Bnei Yisrael who left Mitzrayim. A Tanna taught in the
name of R’ Papayas: It is a discredit to Moshe and the 600,000 men who
experienced Yetzias Mitzrayim and did not say “Baruch’ until Yisro came
and said £°7%¥n 71 DINK 9O WK T N2,

This Chazal is a wonder. Wasn’t the Shirah of HXw» *121 nwn 2w X full
of praise to Hashem? Why was the “Baruch” of Yisro a discredit to Moshe
Rabbeinu and the Bnei Yisrael?

Maybe one can surmise to say that the praises of the Bnei Yisrael in the
Shirah were praises for what Hashem did for them. When Yisro said 7112
"7, he was praising Hashem for what He did for others — for the Bnei
Yisrael. Yisro said to Moshe, 0onX %77 9wy, that Hashem saved you, the
Bnei Yisrael.

The lesson to learn is that it’s not enough to praise Hashem for what He
does for us, but we have to also praise Hashem for what He does for others.
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Leil Shimurim: A Protected Night
Rabbi Moshe T. Schuchman

M’ein-sheva on Leil haSeder

Each leil Shabbos, Friday night, the berachah of m ein-sheva is recited in
shul after maariv. It was appended to the tefillah out of concern for
sakanah, danger (Shabbos 24b). Rashi explains that batei keneisiyos were
formerly located in fields on the outskirts of the city. Latecomers would
still be davening when others were leaving to go home. Since remaining

alone outside the city was dangerous because of mazikin, destructive
forces, that were prevalent, the Chachamim extended the tefillah so
everyone could go home together. This was not a concern on weekdays
because, in those times, daily work schedules did not afford people the
opportunity to daven maariv in shul as a tzibur.

Why was this additional prayer instituted only for Shabbos and not for
Yom Tov?

Rabbeinu Perachyah answers that on Erev Yom Tov most people were
exceedingly busy preparing for simchas Yom Tov — without refrigeration
everything had to be made close to consumption — and were unable to allot
enough time to trek out to the fields for tefillah. With lower shul
attendance, latecomers were infrequent, and accordingly, there was no
reason to enact a fakanah for their safety. (Meiri to Taanis 2a has a similar
explanation for why mashiv ha ruach and morid hatal begins only in the
morning of Yom Tov and not the evening prior.)

Chidushei HaRan (HaMeyuchasim) provides a different answer for why
there is no m’ein-sheva on Yom Tov. Talmud Pesachim (112b) relates
how upon the insistence of R’ Chaninah ben Dosah, mazikin only have
license to roam around inhabited areas on /leil revi’i (Tuesday night) and
leil Shabbos. When Yom Tov falls on leil Shabbos we anyway recite
m’ein-sheva because of Shabbos. Yom Tov occurring on Wednesday is
infrequent (in today’s calendar it happens when Rosh HaShanah is a
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Monday causing Yom HaKippurim to fall on Wednesday, and for Shavuos
when Pesach is on Tuesday), therefore, there was no need for a separate
takanah.

It clearly emerges from the sugya that m 'ein-sheva must be recited when
Yom Tov occurs on Shabbos. The major Rishonim, such as Rif'and Rosh
(second perek of Shabbos) and Rambam (Hil. Tefillah 9:12) — the pillars
of psak halachah, do not distinguish between Yomim Tovim, indicating
that the first night of Pesach is no exception. Avudarham, cited by Beis
Yosef (487), writes explicitly that when there is a confluence between
Pesach and Shabbos, m 'ein-sheva must be said. Siddur Rashi and Shibolei
HalLeket concur. (R’ Yaakov Moshe Hillel in Shu 't Vayeshev HaYam 1:8
collects the sources.)

However, Ritva (Shabbos 24b and Rosh Hashanah 11b) in the name of
‘Tosafos’ writes that Leil Pesach is different. When the Chachamim
instituted the berachah of m’ein-sheva for leil Shabbos they specifically
excluded the Shabbos of /eil Pesach. The reason for this exclusion is based
on a drashah (Rosh Hashanah 11b) from the pasuk in Parshas Bo (12:42):
X7 "33 227 DM ' T 770 N DR YR DX ' N 0w 0y
anaTy, from which we learn that it is a P> 12 Wi 72°%. The night of
Pesach is a Leil Shimurim, a ‘Protected Night’, which affords us
protection, for all generations, from mazikin. Consequently, the extra
tefillah instituted due to safety is unnecessary and thereby omitted.

The Gemara presents this interpretation of the pasuk only for R’ Eliezer,
but Tosafos explain that even R’ Yehoshua, who uses it for a different
teaching, namely that the future redemption will also take place in the
month of Nissan, agrees with the notion that the night of Pesach is guarded
from mazikin. Their proof is from Pesachim (109b) which says that
although we generally avoid zugos, doing things in pairs, because that
invites mazikin, the night of Pesach is a Leil Shimurim and we are able to
safely drink four cups of wine without worry. Ostensibly, R’ Yehoshua
also had arba kosos.
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Beis HaLevi (Bo) says this protective property of the night is the basis for
the custom of opening the door at Shefoch Chamaschah. One could have
thought that the door should be opened at the beginning of the seder before
saying Ha Lachma Anya, when we invite anyone who still needs a place
to join us. Beis HalLevi explains that the true reason for opening the door
now, as we pour the fourth kos, is to demonstrate that although we are
about to drink an even number of kosos, there is no concern for danger.
Tonight is a Leil Shimuirim, and we are confident that no calamity will
befall us.!

Along the lines of Ritva, the Tur (487) brings that Rav Nissim Gaon also
ruled to omit m 'ein-sheva tonight because we are protected from mazikin.
Interestingly, Shulchan Aruch adopts this ruling, contrary to the usual
protocol of following the consensus of the major Rishonim. (R’ Y.M.
Hillel asserts that the position of mekubalim was that m’ein-sheva should
be recited.)

One could have argued that even though the concept of Leil Shimurim
mitigates any concern of sakanah, nevertheless, once a takanah is in place
it applies across the board in all circumstances, even in instances where
the original motivation does not hold true. Furthermore, Poskim consider
m’ein-sheva a mini version of chazaras haShatz. (For instance, Mishnah
Berurah holds that if one forgets Mashiv HaRuach in maariv, instead of
davening again it is sufficient to just listen to the shatz say m ein-sheva;
others disagree.) Chazras haShatz remains a fixture of tefillah even if the
revealed reasons for its institution seemingly no longer apply. M ‘ein-sheva
should be the same.

Ritva himself pre-empts this argument. He notes that when Chazal initially
enacted the fakanah of m ein-sheva they specifically excluded the night of

! The reason for opening the door at Shefoch Chamoschah given by Rama (480)
is: 2™V DY Nnn OV WA R T IR MIT 20w 9 R NMa12 070, This is
an appropriate juncture as the Seder now shifts its focus away from Geulas
Mitrayim and toward the upcoming geulah, 2172 X12°W.
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Pesach that occurs on Shabbos. This is like the exclusion of leil haSeder
from the takanah of saying kiddush in shul on the nights of Shabbos and
Yom Tov.

Protection for All Generations

While 3,331 years have elapsed since the night of geulah from Mitzrayim,
the special quality of this night being a Leil Shimurim endures. As the
pasuk states, “an172”, the Divine shemirah on the fifteenth of Nisan is for
all time. Other hanhagos unique to this night reflect that reality. Among
them:

1) Rama (167:5) says salt should be brought to the table at each
meal NMIYT57 1 1472, as a protection from calamities. But on
Leil Shimurim there is no need, as the night itself affords
protection from mazikin.

2) Rishonim cite a minhag to not lock the house door. (Magen
Avraham 481 cites Maharil that one who resides in a
dangerous neighborhood, a X117 °ow7 2p», should not rely
on this.?)

3) The sections of the bedtime Shema dealing with nocturnal
protection are omitted. (Rema 481)

4) Usually, eggs and onions left peeled overnight may not be
eaten due to a ru’ach ra’ah the descends on them. (Niddah
17a). Poskim discuss a possibility that Leil Shimurim may
ward off this danger.

2 Every Shabbos and Yom Tov the end of 1122571 072 is changed from 1y “mwn
79 ORI to 219W N0 PIY 017Y. See 107 12°0 Naw MY M. One reason is because
naw (and 2w ar) itself bestows a degree of protection. Yet, 11R3 *R11701 °27 ow2 MW
says to omit 222 71 7172 on Friday nights because 1P *m°ow on nvya vH
mnawt so people should not be walking outside after dark. This seemingly
contradicts what was said earlier that on naw we have 77»w! Derishah, in one
answer, compares this to the situation in 0°¥» where on one hand it was 9%
2w but at the same time 272 7y in°2 nnon UK XY X, indicating that in a place
of X177 ROW a person must take minimal precautions.
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The Protected Night in Mitzrayim

During the original Leil Shimurim in Mitzrayim, there was a prohibition

imposed on B 'nei Yisrael against leaving the house (Bo 12:22).

D73 T2 N AW 28] A1pYRD 9% 0nyaT) 192 WX 072 007201 2R NTAR 00N
72 7Y 9003 mnpR WK INEN K 2NKY 192 WY

Rashi explains, from Mechilta (also in Bava Kama 60a), that once
permission was granted to the Mashchis (Destroyer) to act during Makkas
Bechoros (Plague of the Firstborn), it would not distinguish between
righteous and wicked. Therefore, everyone was enjoined to remain
confined inside their home.

A few questions:

1) The plague was directed only against the firstborns. If so, why was
everyone among Bnei Yisrael, including non-firstborns, prohibited from
leaving the house? How were they in danger?

2) Furthermore, the Hagaddah teaches:

"N TRTR 7YY DTNR DI PIND 110D 22 M T 2072 0080 PN RN
JPOW RDY L LW KDY L L LTRDD RDY IR - (27:2)

The direct presence of HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself, kaviyochol,

wrought the Makkah. Certainly, He distinguishes between nationalities

and levels of righteousness.” Where was the threat from an indiscriminate

Mashchis?

3) Finally, as a Leil Shimurim, shouldn’t the night’s protective powers
guard against hazards? Why then was it necessary to remain inside?

Some Suggestions:
1) An answer for the first question is, perhaps, found in Parshas Shemos.

When Moshe is dispatched from Yisro’s house to return to Mitzrayim,
Hashem him instructs to say to Pharaoh (4:22): 533 ' X 712 7912 %% n7aR)

SW APRY 7907 M2 HW 190 P2 27I¥N ONINAAW RIT IR 7"32P0 AR - (RO RYO¥H X223
T PRI IPOR? anon ¥y o1 02
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bR 93, The entire nation of Yisrael has the prestigious status of being
the bechor, firstborn, of Hashem. Within Klal Yisrael there is a hierarchy,
where some are a bechor and others are not, but relative to the nations, we
are all bechor. This is also expressed in the berachah recited after Shema
each morning: 7R3 HRW" 771221 ,n377 0> N2 9. Therefore, the Mashchis
whose mission was to target bechorim, could have smitten any member of
Klal Yisrael.

2) A resolution to the second question might be found in the Targum
Yerushalmi (Yonason) on that pasuk (12:12):
TINI MY PR PYWA WYY PTT XD W) DY DTENT RYIND 20N
YR ORTED MWV 7220 RTYR Y] RYIND D7IRNT RYIND K12 22 790p8] 1oamn
A2 PPT VAN
Indeed, the Shechinah did pass through directly that night, but it was also
accompanied by 900 hundred million 1°92mn, destroyers, who were
unleashed against the Egyptians. That heavenly entourage was the
undiscerning destructive force.

Maharsha in Bava Kama explains that the passing through of the
Shechinah was only at the precise moment of chatzos, midnight. However,
the other forces lingered all night thus posing a danger.*

3) To help understand the message of the prohibition against leaving the
house on that first Leil Shimurim we can note how the geulah from
Mitzrayim was different from subsequent redemptions. The redemptions
of Purim and Chanukah, although miraculous, had an element of human
agency. Even Keriyas Yam Suf was initiated by Hashem’s instruction to
Moshe to lift up his staff and stretch out his arm (Beshalach 14:16): 7n¥)

4 R’ Akiva Eiger is quoted as explaining how the Shechinah and the
accompanying Mechablin each had separate roles. Firstborns from the father are
not readily identifiable and executing the Makkah required more direct Divine
intervention. But firstborns from the mother were known as they were tracked by
Egyptian birth records. Therefore, lower level forces were sufficiently competent
for the task.
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MYR 027 PV A7 DX 0N Jvn X 077, There was no natural correlation
between Moshe’s action and the sea splitting, but it was nonetheless a
subtle human contribution.

Not so on the night of the fifteenth of Nissan. There were no actors, human
or otherwise. HaKadosh Baruch Hu alone, His glory fully palpable across
the Egyptian landscape, unilaterally executed the geulah without any
human component.

Our inability to venture out past the thresholds of our homes indicated that
we had no role to play in this redemption, however minimal. Even Moshe
and Aharon, the leaders and interlocutors between Bnei Yisrael and
Hashem, were confined to their dwellings. Midrash (Rabbah 18:1) relates
how Pharaoh had to evacuate his palace and run through the streets looking
for their houses.

It was a completely passive geulah on the part of Bnei Yisrael. When it
was time to leave, we were transported 2> w31 9313 ¥, a Divine form of
transportation, and not on our own volition. Subsequently, we imparted
much effort along the journey to receive Torah at Har Sinai. But in
Mitzrayim our transformation was externally imposed.

These miracles and wonders did not occur on account of any merit we had.
To the contrary, the Midrash (see Shemos Rabbah 21:7) relates how the
celestial accuser charged, 1"y >721v 199 1"V 72w 1990, that we were
enmeshed in the idolatrous society of our Egyptian oppressors. The geulah
came about solely in the merit of our forefathers, the Avos, who forged a
bris with Hashem.

The blood of Korban Pesach smeared on the doorposts and lintel blocking
our exit reminded us that we were protected as long as we were absolutely
committed to serving Hashem and followed His guidance. Recognizing
that Hashem alone controls our destiny allowed us to survive and be
transformed into His nation.
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TPWRID NIOR D20 RPN 17 (107 7157) NIRDHI MWRIN DTN PIRD ANNY 03
(7790 1O ,N2W AWM TWTR) QROR? 07 MY
The impending redemption from our current galus will mirror the way
Yetzias Mitzrayim transpired. Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 8:9)
records how this geulah will again be challenged by celestial accusers
calling attention to our entanglement with immoral elements of our host
society. No matter; we too will be recipients of a miraculous redemption
and will experience both interpretations of Leil Shimurim (Rosh Hashanah
11b):
9% - "D PR RIP MR 27711 DK1Y 17NV 10712 19K 0712 SR Y
5.]’?’1’73.'{ el = Ratahi7/ah B il (11‘17’77& °27) TR LPWRD2 R WA K2 Wi

T IROX IOORA X9O1 MIX02R 9T Poa219n 270 nnn (X2 'D) 77INaw MNGT 190 vy 3
N7 Y WP 90 [09T NAPIAW D"XT 2IWVARIA IRAT 127 O"Y 0M¥n2 oD 972 nhaj
72997 TWn2 MAWY 12°°001 7 WITR [O7 WP 2P 2w INWITRY AnIT 0%y ORI
277 MY WIPAN N2 2R DRI INRD 2°PwI2 A0 DAY Om172 002 ImNa

MW PITR TIAT Y107 PO P KD AROXOT MORW RNO0INT
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The Mi Shebeirach for a Choleh
Rabbi Abba Zvi Naiman

It has become common practice in many shuls for the Gabbai to recite a
Mi Shebeirach for the sick during laining on Shabbos. We will look into
the various opinions about how and even whether it should be done.

Let’s start with visiting a sick person on Shabbos. According to the
Gemara (Shabbos 12a-12b), we are not allowed to daven for him because
this could cause sorrow, which is forbidden on Shabbos. Instead, we offer
him words of hope to raise his spirits (see Ran there). The Gemara presents
five opinions regarding what we may say. We will cite the three that are
discussed by the Poskim, some of which have found their way into our
nusach of the Mi Shebeirach.

o Tanna Kamma — X327 72177 aR®©7 pyiyn X0 naw, Shabbos
[prevents us] from crying out [for your recovery], but recovery
will come soon.

o R’ Yose — 2 *%in 1in2 7%y an oiprpn, May Hashem have
mercy on you among the sick of Israel.

o Shevna, Man of Yerushalayim — X327 72177 nX19731 pyion R0 nav
Di2W32 I 123 vRn, Shabbos [prevents us] from crying out
[for your recovery], but recovery will come soon. [Hashem’s]
mercies are many, and rest [during Shabbos] in peace.

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 287:1) rules in accordance with
Shevna, Man of Yerushalayim. The Rama (there) says it is not necessary
to say what Shevna added to the Tanna Kamma’s formula, and this is how
people are accustomed.

Based on this, if we are not allowed to daven for a sick person when
visiting him, there would be seem to be no permission for us to daven for
him in shul during a Mi Shebeirach. But there is another halachah that
must be explored.
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The Gemara in Taanis (22b) cites a Baraisa that lists situations where it is
permitted to cry out in prayer on Shabbos. Generally, it is forbidden to
pray for one’s need on Shabbos, but for these cases it is permitted. One of
them is someone who is being pursued by an evil spirit that might cause
him to do something from which he will die. The Ran learns from this that
we may daven for any sick person who is in danger of dying that day. And
he concludes that this could be the source of those places where they daven
for sick people on Shabbos, but he emphasizes that this is true only for
those sick people who have a ov;1 n130, danger [of dying] that day.

The Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 288:10) paskens like this Ran. The Rama adds
there) that it is also permitted on Shabbos to give a berachah to someone
in danger of dying that day.

The Magen Avraham (288:14) asks that based on these halachos, how can
we justify the custom to make a Mi Shebeirach on Shabbos for people not
in danger of dying on Shabbos? He answers that perhaps we are relying
on the Ramban, who paskens like R’ Yose above, that it is permitted to
say 2R Rin 7in2 Ly on oipna, May Hashem have mercy on you
among the sick of Israel. But he adds that we may not say any more than
that, meaning that we may not say 121 22w nX®07 17 MW 2pni, May
Hashem send him a complete cure (as explained by Machatzis HaShekel
there).! The Magen Avraham concludes that it is also proper to add the
formula of the Tanna Kamma, X2% 72177 A0 P19 X0 naw, Shabbos
[prevents us] from crying out [for your recovery], but recovery will come
soon.

! We cannot say that the Magen Avraham is allowing a prayer for the sick person
not in immediate danger by adding pv19n X7 naw because if we’re not allowed to
pray for such a person how can we yes pray for him and then add that Shabbos
prevents us from praying. It sounds like people who talk about business on
Shabbos and then add nisht um Shabbos geredt. In fact, the Elyah Rabbah
understood that this is what the Magen Avraham was saying and asks this very
question. The Machatzis HaShekel therefore says that the Elyah Rabbah
misunderstood the Magen Avraham and explains his words as recorded above.
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The Mishnah Berurah (288:28) accepts the Rama’s ruling that it is
permitted to give a berachah to a dangerously ill person on Shabbos, and
he adds that this may not be done for someone not in immediate danger of
dying. He then writes that when making a Mi Shebeirach for a sick person
not in danger of dying on Shabbos, one should say nX®Y PYion X0 DAY
X239 123, Shabbos [prevents us] from crying out [for your recovery], but
recovery will come soon.

Reading this Mishnah Berurah carefully, we conclude that one should not
daven for someone not in immediate danger on Shabbos. What we can say
in shul is what we may say when we are visiting a sick person not in
immediate danger of dying. That is, just the words %D PYT?2 X7 NV
X2 1m2i7p.2 He is presumably basing this on the Magen Avraham, but he
disagrees with the Magen Avraham’s first half that we can also say ipn3
o8 *%in 7In2 oy a7, May Hashem have mercy on you among the sick
of Israel ?

This also seems to be the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch HaRav, who
generally bases his rulings on the Magen Avraham. In this case, he leaves
out the limud zechus of the Magen Avraham and writes only that one
should say %27 m2inp Ax®Y Py X0 naw for a sick person not in
immediate danger.

2 The nusach would be: 1199 72 51799 DX 7712’ RI7 2p¥™ PAYY O712R 1NIAR T2 )
AR MR, 1T RPAYA ROWT ,R2D 7P TRV PR RO Naw.

31 know that some modern sefarim understand the Mishnah Berurah to mean that
after we make the regular Mi Shebeirach that is in our siddurim we should add the
line of py7n &7 naw. But this is very forced in the Mishnah Berurah’s words. If
he was referring to our Mi Shebeirach, he should have just said that for a sick
person not in immediate danger we should say our Mi Shebeirach, which includes
this line. He obviously is telling us how to make the Mi Shebeirach for such a
person; meaning say only pvryn X1 naw, like the halachah for visiting a sick
person. And there is also the problem of how this added line would prevent the
prohibition of davening on Shabbos for someone not in immediate danger, as the
Elya Rabbah cited in note 2 asks. Furthermore, the Aruch HaShulchan (288:17)
says that we do not daven for a 727 ano, but rather make a Mi Shebeirach and say
Pwron o naw. And we will see below that he clearly objects to saying our nusach
of the Mi Shebeirach for someone not in immediate danger.
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Let’s look at the nusach of our Mi Shebeirachs and see how it fits in with

the Poskim. We say:

(9"20) AZIM7 N 7737 NI TPY TIT TR YR 2Py PUXY 071K NI T1aY »

PRY D00 KDY RIT N WITRD AT 72w LiMaya apIx 77h ("20w) Maya

n'"nT? DWW 0 Onow aNInY a1an 12 02U LinPna? SpTna? Nk invhna?

PIVToR RO DAY L1337 NRIDYI WHT NRIDT ORI 2231 IRY 7I02 173 79 PR
IR WARI) .27 TATY K2MW2 RAWT X137 3219 a9

Now we say the final sentence of pY1on X7 N2w the way the Poskim say to
do it. But we also say D7wa 12 mn2w axoa 77gn 2 2w, This is the exact
line that the Magen Avraham says that we are not allowed to say for
someone who is not in immediate danger. It must be that this nusach is
used only for people who are that sick. In fact, the Aruch HaShulchan
(287:2) notes that this nusach is printed in the Mi Shebeirachs of our
Siddurim and asks who allowed that nusach unless it is for someone in
danger of dying that day.*

4 Since this nusach is for someone in immediate danger for whom it is permitted
to daven on Shabbos, we should not have to conclude the Mi Shebeirach with navy
X237 "2 axY Puen X0 In fact, the Raavad shlit”a, records that when they
were making a Mi Shebeirach for such a person on a Yom Kippur that fell on
Shabbos, the Chazon Ish told them not to say pvren X1 naw. However, he
concludes that this nusach itself might be a prayer. We are saying that there is no
need to cry out on Shabbos because the merit of Shabbos itself helps provide
healing (Teshuvos VeHanhagos IV §84).

A possibility I am thinking of is that the nusach we have printed in our Siddruim
is supposed to be two choices for the Mi Shebeirach, one for someone in
immediate danger and one for others. It would look like this [with the two choices
in brackets]:

T2y3 (9"29) 72INT DY 77 KT AW T TR YR YN PR DTN NI 113 0
Jm1aya apTy 07i (9M20W)

IP210097 INRSI7Y °70aR LY OO0 KDY XIT IN2 WiTRT 01 12w2 (212 12 19101 1909)]
2N WY 702 T3 AU TN 1'RT? DRWE T MY mwe) My 12 naw Lintnay
[,7737 NRIDTI WHIT NXIDT ,ORW?

[,X12% 7217p A9 PIvT7n R N2W (2177 NIDD 12 PRY T7)]

TR RD) 2R 1212 XD ROWD
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Based on the above, it is clear that it is not proper to add the name of
someone not in immediate danger to the Mi Shebeirach of our Siddurim
even if he is terminally ill. This means even if he has an incurable decease,
but he is not in ICU or otherwise immediate danger of dying. Certainly, if
someone is undergoing treatments for a decease 2" that will hopefully
bs ’d add weeks or months or even more to his life, the Mi Shebeirach of
our Siddurim may not be said for him on Shabbos.’

Should we change the nusach of our Mi Shebeirach to comply with the
limud zechus of the Magen Avraham et al. so we can add the names of
people who are not in immediate danger? I don’t think so. Because that
nusach does not contain any prayer for the person’s recovery; it is meant
only to encourage the sick person. So if someone is in immediate danger,
placing his name on this list will not help at all at a time when he needs
urgent prayer. It seems that the custom was accepted to focus on the
possible urgent need for prayer for such a person, rather than compose the
lukewarm berachah that the Magen Avraham allows for other seriously ill
people.® And besides, it seems that the Mishnah Berurah and the Shulchan
Aruch HaRav disagree with saying even the Magen Avraham’s formula.

There are other reasons as well to refrain from adding people not in
immediate danger to the list.

The Yaavetz (She’eilas Yaavetz §64) writes that it is appropriate to do
away entirely with the custom of the Mi Shebei ’rach for the sick because

On my recent visit with him in Eretz Yisrael, the Raavad, shlit"a, agreed that it
might be proper to make two Mi Shebeirachs, first a tefillah for those with a N30
a7, and then a berachah for other seriously sick people.

> 1 once heard a chashuva Rav wondering how people can give in a name of
someone with an illness and ask the Gabbai to make a Mi Shebei rach for him for
the next six months while he is undergoing treatments.

¢ This does not mean that we don’t care about people who are seriously ill, but not
in danger of dying on Shabbos. We should certainly daven for their wellbeing
every day other than on Shabbos.
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there is a mitzvah of oneg Shabbos, and we should not pray with lengthy
requests like we do during the week.

The Rosh HaYeshivah, HaRav Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, z '/, held that
the entire idea of having the Yeshivah (or a shul) saying Tehillim for
someone should be done only with great consideration. By separating this
person from the rest of the #zibbur, he in a certain way loses some of the
zechus of the tzibbur.” The same would apparently apply to placing his
name on a Mi Shebeirach list. Instead of being part of the zzibbur, he is
now on a list of people who are seriously ill. And if he is not in immediate
danger, he is being placed together with the people who are in immediate
danger. This could add a further element of ayin hara. It does not seem
like a good idea to gratuitously add names to the list unless there is an
urgent need even during a weekday.®

7 The Kav HaYashar (§71) learns a similar idea from the Shunamis, who said
(Melachim II 4:13): nawy "21R *ny N3, [ live among my people. See also Rav
Tzadok HaKohen (Resisei Lailah §40).

8 I would like to conclude with the further observation that some modern sefarim
attempt to justify listing any sick person in the Mi Shebeirach based on reasons
they find in certain earlier Poskim, like the Menorah Tehorah’s opinion that the
prohibition is only for a zzibbur, and since only the chazan says the Mi Shebeirach,
it is permitted. (But he adds that no one should say “amen” for a sick person not
in immediate danger. This would kind of ruin it for the sick people who really
need the tefillah.)

It seems strange that we should start looking for Poskim that the Mishnah Berurah
and Aruch HaShulchan did not accept. And it is worth remembering that the
Aruch HaShulchan always looks to justify an existing minhag, but he was unable
to find a justification in this case. If we want to look for other opinions in the
earlier Poskim, why not consider the Taz, who holds that it is forbidden to make
a Mi Shebeirach on Shabbos even for a sick person in immediate danger?
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Kiddush Levanah

R’ Eliezer Shames !

In the Land of Egypt, before leaving, Hashem said to Moshe and Aaron,
“This month will be for you the head of months” (Shemos 12:2). Rashi
says that Hashem showed Moshe what the moon should look like to be
mekadesh the month. While this refers to proclaiming when the month
starts, we will examine kiddush levanah, which is similar in name.

Should Women recite kiddush levanah?

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (42a) states that Rav Ashi said: In our town,
women make the blessing of kiddush levanah (some learn that blessing
was a truncated blessing, nevertheless, we see women do say kiddush
levanah). The Magen Avraham explains that Rav Ashi did not mean to say
that women make kiddush levanah. Rather he used the word “women” as
a way of referring to male ignoramuses such that even male ignoramuses
say kiddush levanah or a truncated kiddush levanah. (1 encourage one to
speak to a qualified Rabbi for the proper understanding of this Magen
Avraham).

On its face, kiddush levanah would appear to be a time-bound mitzvah. It
is recited in a specific time period in the first half of the month (the exact
time period will be explained later). Since women generally do not
perform time-bound mitzvos like Succah, it would appear that women
should not recite kiddush levanah. The Machatzis Hashekel, in

! Disclaimer: None of this article should be taken as psak halachah. Any question
one has about kiddush levanah should not derive the answer from this article.
The Beur Halachah writes that he heard from someone that the reason we say
Aleinu lishabei’ach after kiddush levanah is because we do not want people to
think that we are honoring the moon, rather we are honoring Hashem in how He
created the moon. Therefore, we say Aleinu lishabei’ach, which states “Hashem
is the G-D.” In a similar vein, [ was only able to write this article with the help of
G-d and not due to my own strengths — “Hashem is the G-D.”
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understanding the Magen Avraham, explains that time-bound mitzvos like
Succah requires a blessing and an action; therefore, women do not perform
it. However, kiddush levanah, which has a blessing but no action, women
do perform. However, the Magen Avraham says, according to the Shelah,
the moon is compared to a woman — they both have a monthly cycle and
they both accept; the moon accepts sunlight from the sun and a woman
accepts from a man — therefore they act as a team where actions and
consequences of one effect the other. When Chavah sinned and was
punished, the moon was also punished in that it provides less light after
Chavah’s sin than it did before the sin. As a result, it would be
inappropriate for a woman to make a blessing on the moon.

The Marhashal states, kiddush levanah is not considered a time bound
mitzvah. A time bound mitzvah is one that can be performed all year
round, but the Torah specifies a specific time when it should be done like
lulav and succah. However, if a mitzvah cannot be performed all year
round because it physically is only around certain times, like a new fruit
(it is only around when it is new) and kiddush levanah (the moon is only
in the “new” position for a certain amount of time), that is not considered
a time-bound Mitzvah and women would need to recite kiddush levanah.

Minors and Visually Impaired

The Mishnah Berurah says that a blind person should say kiddush levanah
because kiddush levanah was established for the renewal of the world,
which a blind person benefits from. Moreover, since a blind person is
helped by persons who benefit from the moon, we consider that as if the
blind person is receiving benefit from the moon. However, the Maharikash
holds that when the Shulchan Aruch specifically states “one who sees the
moon in its newness makes the blessing” that teaches to exclude a blind
person from making a blessing because he cannot see the moon.

Regarding a minor, if the child is below the age of six or seven, the child

does not need to do kiddush levanah. If the child has reached the stage of
chinuch, then, according to the Mishnah Berurah, the dispute between
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Rashi and the Rabbeinu Tam regarding the recitation of Shema would
apply here. The Rabbeinu Tam holds the father must make sure his child
recites the Shema and Rashi holds the father does not need to have his
child recite the Shema because at night the child is not around and in the
morning the child is sleeping. The Mishnah Berurah, in the laws of Shema,
states that one should hold like the Rabbeinu Tam. Therefore, applying
that to our case, one should have their child who reached the age of
chinuch recite kiddush levanah.

The Proper Time to Say Kiddush Levanah

The Rama says that we say kiddush levanah at night when the moon shines
and one derives benefit from its illumination. The Magen Avraham says
that the moon must be visible from the ground. One may not say kiddush
levanah during bein hashemashos because it is still considered day.

The Sefer Hakanah writes that it is preferable to say kiddush levanah on
the first night of the month. However, the Shulchan Aruch says that one
should wait seven days into the month before reciting kiddush levanah in
order that one derive full benefit from the illumination of the moon. The
Mishnah Berurah says that one should wait three days, but during the
winter time and the rainy season one who recites kiddush levanah the first
time he sees the moon is considered praiseworthy. (I do not know if this
specifically applied to the locale of the Chafeitz Chaim or can be applied
to us as well.)

The maximum time one has to say kiddush levanah is 15 days. However,
there are two ways to count: The days method and the time-period method.
Thus, if the molad falls out on Monday night, if we were to go by days,
then Monday night would count as day one and we would count 14 more
days which would mean the last time to do kiddush levanah would be on
a Sunday night and not on Monday night. However, if we go by time
periods, if the molad was 11:00 PM Monday night, that is the first night
and we count 14 days and we would allow kiddush levanah to be recited
until 11:00 PM on Monday night, the night of the 16,
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The Rama says that one can say kiddush levanah 14.5 days, six hours, and
22.02778 minutes after the molad. This would seem to be closer to the day
method. If the molad was 11:00 PM Monday night, then 14 days later
would be Sunday night, and then if we add another 18 hours and 22.02778
minutes (after the 14 days we add another half a day of 12 hours, then
another six hours which is 18 hours) that would bring us to approximately
5:22 PM Monday. Therefore, the Rama’s method would have a shorter
time span to say kiddush levanah than the time period method. The reason
for the Rama’s method is that the moon renews itself every 29 days and
12 hours and 793 chalakim of an hour. In an hour, there are 1,080 chalakim
so that would be approximately 44.6 minutes. There are 12 months of the
year, so half the months are 30 days and half are 29 days to account for
half days of the month. Therefore, after many years we must add an extra
day to a month to make up the lost amount of time that our yearly months
are rounded to.

The Mishnah Berurah says that preferably we should follow the Rama.
However, if it is after the Rama’s limit but still not the night of the 16™
then one can still say kiddush levanah. 1f it is the night of the 16" but has
not yet reached the limit based on the time period method, one should say
kiddush levanah without Hashem’s name.

Should We Face the Moon?

The Shiyarei Kenesses HaGedolah write that one should look at the moon
throughout the whole recitation of kiddush levanah. The Sefer Chareidim
says one should only look at the moon for the blessing. The Magen
Avraham, in the name of the Shelah, says that one should look at the moon
once and then make the blessing not looking at the moon. The Mishnah
Berurah says that the custom is in accordance with the Shiyarei Kenesses
HaGedolah who says to look at the moon during the whole recitation of
kiddush levanah.

One should stand while reciting kiddush levanah, because, in kiddush
levanah, it says that Abaye said “therefore it should be said standing up.”
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The Beur Halachah explains that looking at the stars and the moon, which
constantly do their jobs, remind us that Hashem always exists and
therefore we stand because of the glory of Hashem.

The Beur Halachah writes further that if one walks with a cane but does
not need it to stand up, one should not lean on the cane. If one needs to
lean of the cane to stand, that would be permitted.

The Visibility of the Moon

One needs to be able to see the moon and derive benefit from it such that
one can distinguish items that can be distinguished with a clear moon. This
standard applies to a cloud or a screen covering the moon. However, it is
preferable to say kiddush levanah not under a roof because we should go
out to greet the glory of Hashem. Moreover, according to the Maharal,
under a roof, one is taking the risk that there can be something impure
under the roof causing everyone under the roof to be impure while reciting
kiddush levanah. The Taz writes that he once saw the Rashal at a simchah
and he did not want to go outside, so he opened the window and said
kiddush levanah. Therefore, if outside there are no Jews or it is dirty, one
may make kiddush levanah inside by opening a door or a window.

The Shaar HaTziyun writes that if one is making kiddush levanah inside,
one should preferably open the door or window even if it is glass. The
Birkei Yosef says that opening it less than three tefachim would suffice
because we do not apply /avod (something within three tefachim is
considered as if it is touching) to be stringent. Although, if it is very cold
outside one does not need to open the window or door if they are glass.

R’ Chaim Sanzer says that if one saw the moon and it met the proper
standards, one can say kiddush levanah as long as it is within foch kidei
dibbur (approximately the amount of time it takes to say hello to one’s
teacher). This means, if the moon is completely covered now but he saw
it immediately before, within foch kidei dibbur, he can say kiddush
levanah even though the moon is now not visible at all. The source for this
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is that if one is in a dirty place and hears a rumble of thunder, if one can
leave the dirty place and say the blessing on thunder within toch kidei
dibbur it is permitted. However, the Beur Halachah writes that by thunder
the blessing is on the fact that Hashem makes interesting things, so if it is
within toch kidei dibbur of that interesting thing one can still make the
blessing. The main point of kiddush levanah, however, is to derive benefit
and once a person does not derive benefit from it, he may not make the
blessing. An analogous case to kiddush levanah would be where one forgot
to make a blessing on bread and finished his meal and within toch kidei
dibbur of finishing the meal remembered that he did not make a blessing;
it is too late to make the blessing because the pleasure has passed.

The Mishnah Berurah says that if one sees the moon but knows that it will
get covered while reciting the blessing, one cannot make the blessing.
However, if one thought that it would not get covered and then it got
covered in the middle of the blessing, one may still finish the blessing.
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Two Amens for Three Berachos
Roman Kimelfeld

Mishnah Berurah, where he discusses how to complete the required one
hundred daily berachos (46:14), states that according to Rama there are
three berachos for Torah study (laasok b ’divrei sorah, v’haarev na, and
asher bachar banu). Nevertheless, Mishnah Berurah states later (47:12)
that one should not answer amen after the first berachah (laasok b’divrei
sorah) because the first and the second berachos might really be one long
berachah. So, in one place Mishnah Berurah holds that there are three
berachos on Torah; and in a different place he seems to hold that there are
only two berachos. We have to try to resolve the apparent contradiction
between these two rulings of Mishna Berurah.

The berachos for Torah study are listed in the Gemara (Berachos 11b).
Rosh, citing Rabbeinu Tam rules that laasok b dirvrei sorah and v’haarev
na constitute one long berachah. He writes that we should say v’ haarev
na, rather than Ahaarev na so that the letter “vav” connects these two parts
of the same berachah.

On the other hand, Rambam (Hilchos Tefillah 7:10) writes that there are
three berachos on Torah study. According to Rambam, haarev na is a
separate berachah; and it does not begin with the letter “vav” because it
does not need to be connected to the first berachah. Avudraham brings the
following support for Rambam’s opinion: since the berachah laasok
b’divrei sorah is in the past tense, whereas haarev na is in the future tense,
it makes more sense that they are two separate berachos.

This difference of opinion between Rambam and Rosh hinges upon the
question of whether the berachah (v’)haarev na is a semuchah [’chaverta
(i.e. a berachah that does not begin with the word baruch because it
follows another berachah that does). According to Rosh, v’ haarev is not a
semuchah I’chaverta, because semuchah [’chaverta can only be following
a long berachah (i.e. one that ends with the words baruch atah Hashem)
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and not following a short berachah. Since “v’haarev na” is not a semuchah
lechaverta (as it does not follow a long berachah), and since it does not
begin with the word baruch, therefore it is not a separate berachah; rather
it is a continuation of the berachah that contains the words “laasok
b’divrei sorah.”

On the other hand, Tosafos (Pesachim 104b v 71"7) after first bringing the
opinion of Rosh above, subsequently present the opposing view. Tosafos
quote Yerushalmi Berachos (16a in ArtScroll), where the Gemara asks
(among other questions) why the second berachah of Friday night kiddush
begins with the word baruch instead of being semuchah lechaverta (since
it follows borei pri hagofen). The Gemara does not simply answer that the
second berachah of kiddush is not a semuchah lechaverta because it
follows a short berachah, and not a long berachah. Rather, the Gemara
explains that since sometimes the second berachah of kiddush could be
said separately from borei pri hagofen (for example, if a person was in the
middle of drinking wine when Shabbos started, in which case he omits
borei pri hagofen from kiddush) the second berachah of kiddush is not a
semuchah lechaverta. The Gemara implies that if the second berachah of
kiddush always followed borei pri hagofen, it would indeed have been
semuchah lechaverta. 1t is thus clear from Yerushalmi that semuchah
lechaverta could follow a short berachah. Accordingly, haarev na is a
semuchah lechaverta to laasok b’divrei sorah, and thus they are two
separate berachos, like Rambam holds.

Bais Yosef (§47) writes that since Rosh holds that v’haarev na is a
continuation of “laasok b divrei sorah”, it is better to say v ‘haarev na with
the letter “vav.” Otherwise, according to Rosh, it will be a disjointed
berachah — because the two parts of the berachah (laasok b divrei sorah
and haarev na) will not be connected. Bais Yosef also says that even
though according to Rambam laasok b divrei sorah and haarev na are two
separate berachos, adding “vav” before haarev na will not cause a
problem. (I think the reason why Bais Yosef says that the letter “vav” will
not cause a problem even according to Rambam is because the letter “vay”
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—meaning “and” — merely joins two sentences into one long sentence, with
the meaning of each sentence fully preserved.)

It must be pointed out that Bais Yosef'is not machria (taking sides) between
Rosh and Rambam, he is just saying that adding the letter “vav” satisfies
both opinions (i.e. it is essential according to Rosh and it does not cause a
problem according to Rambam). On the other hand, Rama in Darchei
Moshe states that the custom is like Rambam; i.e. he paskens like Rambam
that there are three berachos on Torah (this is how the previously noted
Mishnah Berurah 46:14 understood Rama). However, in his commentary
on Shulchan Aruch, Rama says that it is preferable to say “v’haarev na”
beginning with the letter “vav.” It appears that although Rama paskens like
Rambam, nevertheless he agrees with Bais Yosef’s recommendation, that
it is proper to add the letter “vav” to haarev na — to satisty Rosh’s opinion.
According to Rama, when one hears Birkas HaTorah — should he answer
amen after laasok b’divrei sorah? According to Darchei Teshuvah (47:6),
it seems that one should, since it is a separate berachah. In fact, he states
that Arizal used to answer amen after this berachah, and he says that this
was probably also Rama’s opinion.

On the other hand, Mateh Yehudah says that adding “vav” before haarev
na (thus implying that it is a continuation of laasok b 'divrei sorah) after
answering amen to laasok b’divrei sorah (which implied that it is a
separate berachah) is a self-contradictory practice (farti d’sasri). Rather,
since Rama is telling us to include “vav” before haarev na, he is telling us
to treat these two separate berachos as one; and therefore, we should not
say amen after “laasok b divrei sorah.” Although normally it is an aveirah
to refrain from saying amen, here it is not a problem because the person is
refraining from saying amen in deference to Rosh’s opinion, so he is not
demonstrating disrespect for the berachah. Thus, it emerges that according
to Rama, as understood by Mateh Yehudah, there are indeed three
berachos on Torah. However, one does not answer amen after the first
berachah out of respect for Rosh’s opinion. This is how Mishnah Berurah
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paskens (47:12). [In Shaar HaTziyun 47:10, where he lists sources for his
psak, he lists Mateh Yehudah first.]

Thus, there is no contradiction between the two rulings of Mishnah
Berurah that we cited in the beginning. In accordance with Rama, Mishnah
Berurah rules that there are three berachos on Torah. Also, in accordance
with Rama, as interpreted by Mateh Yehudah, Mishnah Berurah rules that
one should not answer amen to the first of these three berachos — in
deference to Rosh’s opinion.
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Minhagim of the Bais Medrash of Ranchleigh !

Kavod for the tefillah

In addition to the parts of davening where it is strictly forbidden to talk,
we do not talk even at other times. For example, while waiting for the
shaliach tzibur to begin chazaras hashatz or kaddish, we do not want to
disturb the people still davening by talking.

We do not collect tzedakah during davening. Our pushkes are on the
bookshelf near the door. We encourage sheluchei mitzvah to collect
towards the end of davening and not disturb during the davening.

We do not put on or take off the Shabbos tablecloths any time during
davening. This may be done only after the last amein of the last kaddish.
We say all of the words in V'hu Rachum on Mondays and Thursdays, as
well as all of the words of long tefillos, like Baruch Hashem LeOlam at
weeknight Maarivs.

The baal tefillah and anyone receiving a kibud (hagbahah, gelilah,
pesichah, etc.) wears a tallis.

We encourage the #zibbur not to take off their tallis and tefillin before the
end of the last kaddish, unless of course someone has to leave early.

The tzibbur should not wander out of their seats during davening.

The tzibbur is encouraged not to talk divrei chol in the Bais Medrash at
any time, including politics, sports, and business deals.

Every minyan must have someone responsible who will direct the minyan
according to the shul minhagim.

The Baal Tefillah

The baal tefillah must know the proper nusach and niggun of the davening

! This is a compilation of the minhagim that appeared in our shul newsletter under
the Shul Minhag Corner column. Thank you to R’ Roman Kimelfeld for reviewing
this article.
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and be able to say all of the words properly.

The baal tefillah is required to wear a jacket, sweater, or long-sleeved
shirt.

Anyone davening for the amud should use the amud siddur.
The priorities of chiyuvim to daven for the amud are printed in the amud
siddur and posted on the bulletin board.

The baal tefillah should not repeat words in any of the davening,
including lecha dodi, al hanisim, piyutim, and certainly not in kedushah or
chazaras hashatz.

We do not switch baalei tefillah once davening has begun, even if a chiyuv
walks in.

For Shacharis and Mussaf on Yom Tov, and Mussaf on Shabbos
Mevorchim, the baal tefillah should be past high school age.

For all Shabbos fefillos, including Minchah, the baal tefillah should wear
a tie and jacket.

No one should tell the baal tefillah that his davening is too fast, slow,
mistaken etc. Any comments should be addressed to the Rav and/or
Gabbai who will determine how or whether to present the information to
the baal tefillah. An obvious exception is if the baal tefillah forgets yaaleh
veyavo or some other essential part of the tefillah.

Weekday davening

We follow the Ezras Torah luach in cases where there is no specified
minhag of our own.

In the winter, we delay Shacharis a couple of minutes on non-laining days
to arrive at Shemoneh Esrei after haneitz.

If zman tallis and tefillin is after the scheduled start of davening, we pause
after nanw» for the #zibbur to move them and make the berachos.

We start X 9xynw» °27 three minutes after the start time for Shacharis
whether or not berachos were said by a shaliach tzibur.

In pesukei dezimra we do not stop for n°n27 MY M unless there is
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a mohel doing a bris in shul.
We do not answer amein to the berachah before kerias Shema.

After the baal tefillah completes the berachah before Shema, he pauses
momentarily so the #zibbur can have in mind to be yotzei the mitzvah, and
he then recites Shema out loud.

We answer M 71721 X7 702 to the berachos of chazaras hashatz.

We do not wait for the Rav for chazaras hashatz during weekday
Shacharis and Mussaf (Rosh Chodesah and Chol HaMoed). We begin
when nine men are ready to answer. The same is true for Minchah, Sunday
through Thursday. For Maariv we begin when seven men, including the
Rav, have finished Shemoneh Esrei.

For Shacharis on Rosh Chodesh and Chol HaMoed, the entire Chazaras
HaShatz — including Yaaleh VeYavo — should be recited with the regular
weekday niggun, not the Yom Tov niggun.

We do not say tachanun on Pesach Sheni and the Minchah before. We do
say n¥In? both days. If Pesach Sheni falls on the Monday or Thursday of
BeHaB, we say selichos, but not tachanun. If Pesach Sheni falls on
Sunday, we do not say 7% NP7 or make a Keil Malei on the Shabbos
before.

We do not say tachanun on Isru Chag of Shavuos, but we do say tachanun
on the days after.

We do not say tachanun on Lag BaOmer, nor on the Minchah before.

We do not say tachanun when a chasan is there on the day of his wedding
only if the wedding will take place during the time of that tefillah. In other
words, if the chasunah is in the afternoon, tachanun will not be recited
during that Minchah, but it will be recited during Shacharis. If the
chasunah is after dark, tachanun will be recited during Minchah as well.
The same is true of a bris.

When there is a yahrzeit for a weekday Minchah or Maariv, he says the
Kaddish after Aleinu. If there are other chiyuvim present, we say ...
n 277 N2 to add another Kaddish. On Leil Shabbos, the yahrzeit Kaddish
is after nawn or? ...
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We only have one Kaddish after Aleinu and the Shir shel Yom, both on
Shabbos and weekdays. The exception is a yahrzeit, which gets a kaddish
after Aleinu.

Even if there is no chiyuv present, kaddish should be recited at the very
end of each tefillah.

No one is allowed to shout out a barchu after davening during Shacharis
or Maariv.

We do not change our schedule for religious holidays of other religions.

Shabbos davening

In the summer, the early minyan davens Minchah before the plag and
Maariv after the plag.

The responsive piyutim like Lecha Dodi and Keil Adon we sing
responsively.

For Kabbalas Shabbos, the aveil walks into the shul before o172 *x12.

At Maariv on Shabbos, the tzibbur says M@ 71721 Ry 7102 after the Baruch
Atta Hashem following Vayechulu.

We begin Shacharis on Shabbos and Yom Tov at 8:30.

On Shabbos Mevorchim when there are two Sifrei Torah, the second sefer

is given to the baal tefillah and the one who is holding the first one
from hagbaah remains seated.

On Shabbos Mevorchim we say 10?1 only when Rosh Chodesh falls out
on the following Shabbos and Sunday.

For Mussaf on Shabbos Mevorchim, the baal tefillah should be past high
school age.

For Shacharis on Rosh Chodesh and Chol HaMoed, the entire Chazaras
HaShatz — including Yaaleh VeYavo — should be recited with the regular
Shabbos niggun, not the Yom Tov niggun.

Maariv on Motza ei Shabbos 1s 45 minutes after shekiah.
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Yom Tov

We do not say 10122 737 1°MAR PR 11P19K.... on Shabbos Yom Tov.
We do not wait until #zeis hakochavim to begin Maariv the first night of
Pesach.

We say Hallel during Maariv of the first two nights of Pesach.

For hoshanos we only say "hosha na" for the last one or two of each set,
as printed in all of the old machzorim.

Sefiras HaOmer. We do not say any pesukim or tefillos before the count.
We say w7pnin 02 IR 0 X7 7an0... after the count.

We do not count sefirah during bein hashemashos. The tzibur is reminded
to count sefirah after Minchah/Maariv and after Shacharis each day. On
Shabbos only, we count sefirah if it is at least 38 minutes after shekiah.

The baal tefillah counts the omer out loud.
Before hakafos one person leads all the pesukim of nR27 AnX.

After Succos, we do not say fachanun on isru chag, but we say it on the
days after.

On Chol HaMoed tefillin and non-tefillin men sit together. The baal
tefillah does not wear tefillin unless he is a chiyuv. The baal tefillah should
be wearing a dress shirt, tie, and jacket.

We generally do not make a 772w °» for 2°911 on the second day of Yom
Tov unless it is known that the person is still in critical condition. An
exception is Shavuos, where we do not generally make a 772w *» for 2°2n
at the early minyan on the first day but we do make the regular 772w *» on
the second day.

Elul and Yomim Noraim

In Elul we say blow the shofar between the a1 5w 9w and & T7>.

The person who says selichos davens Maariv the night before, Shacharis,
and the Minchah afterwards. If there is a chiyuv, he davens Maariv,
Shacharis from Borchu, and Minchah; the baal selichos davens only
pesukei d'zimra in this case.
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For pizmonin, the Chazan begins the first stanza, the tzibbur answers the
first and second, the Chazan then says the second, and so on.

The tzibur says 119 ¥ ' 729" first, and the chazan says it afterwards.
We say 2K o), etc. only after the first selichah.
We say all of the Selichos on erev Rosh Hashanah.

We do not wait until #zeis hakochavim to begin Maariv the first night of
Rosh Hashanah. We announce that everyone should remember to
say Kerias Shema before their seudah.

We say "mm 772 on Maariv of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Someone opens up the Aron HaKodesh, and the #zibbur says it straight,
not pasuk by pasuk.

For the Yamim Noraim we follow the Ner Yisrael schedule of the piyyutim
we say.

When we cannot guarantee separation of men and women at Tashlich, we
do not put it in our schedule. Our members are asked to go at their
discretion. We recommend using the stream running through what is now
the Beazer development, which is a natural stream.

During the Asseres Yemei Teshuvah we conclude the final berachah of
Shemoneh Esrei with 212w2 9w 1y nX 772517 like the rest of the year.

On Shabbos Shuvah, the Mara D Asra says the Haftarah.

We open the Aron Hakodesh before the Kaddish before the silent
Shemoneh Esrei for Ne'ilah.

All baalei tefillah from Berachos through Musaf should wear a kittel. All
baalei tefillah should wear their tallis over their head (not a hat).

The special Yamim Noraim niggunin should not be used during the rest of
the year.

For BeHaB, we substitute the word 17°5n where the selichah says n°1vn,
just like we do in Elul.

For selichos on BeHaB, we do not say the 0°7%° X110 79°0n, but we say
17397 1N,

~ 120~



Section VI: Tefillah on Pesach and Beyond

Chanukah and Purim

On Chanukah we sing 00371 %v after lighting the Menorah.

A chiyuv may daven for the amud for Minchah and Maariv on Chanukah,
just like on Rosh Chodesh. Someone else should light the menorah at
Maariv.

We don't say yotzros on any of the arba Parshiyos.
The Mara D Asra is called up for the aliyah of Parshas Zachor.

An aveil does not daven for the amud on Purim.

Tishah B’Av (when it is a fast day)

On the night after Tishah B'Av, we come back to shul at a scheduled time
to say Kiddush Levanah after we have broken our fast and put on shoes.

An aveil davens for the amud on Tishah B'Av.

We say all the Kinnos in the traditional Kinnos books, and we add the one
by Rabbi Schwab z"/ for Churban Europa.

Laining
The Chazan does not begin 31012 *7" until the Aron HaKodesh has been
opened.

We say 2271 %¥1... when taking the Sefer Torah out on Shabbos and Yom
Tov.

Someone stands on each side of the baal korei and baal aliyah for all
aliyos.

The baal korei on Shabbos and Yom Tov should be 7°5p7% on Xw’s and
Y9 PYon’s.

The baal korei should use the yad.

We do not shout corrections to the baal korei when the Mara D’Asra
and/or a competent Gabbai is present.

We sing to the chasan on his aufruf after the final berachos of the haftarah.
We allow a dviar Torah to be shared quietly with a neighbor 87235 %923 "2
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But on Shabbos there should be no talking at all during the berachos before
and after the aliyah and during the berachos of the Haftarah.

On Shabbos and Yom Tov, a 772w *»n should be made only for someone
who is in sakanas hayom, chas veshalom (for example, in ICU). [See
article in this year’s kuntress.|

After the 712w "»n for 2°711 on Shabbos and Yom Tov we make a 772w
for those protecting and in danger in Eretz Yisrael. We do not make °n
T7aw's or X9n 2p's during the week during davening. Tehillim or a X972 9p
can be recited after davening.

We make a 712w *» for a n721° with own nX»p on a weekday.
At gelilah, we place the yad on the Bereishis side of the Sefer Torah.

Other

Any sefer taken out of the shelf must be returned immediately after use.
This includes Gemaras, Mesivtas, and Artscroll Gemaras used for the daf.
Failure to return sefarim will result in losing the privilege to use them.

So that everyone will be comfortable, all functions of BMR must serve pas
Yisrael and yoshon grain items. All items must have a hashgachah
accepted by the Star-K.

All packages, bottles, and bags for the Kiddush must be opened before
Shabbos.

Items left in the building will be disposed of at the discretion of the shul.

If you see someone who has not read about or does not know about any of
these shul minhagim, please feel free to tell him about it in a nice way.
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Love Your Mitzvah
Rabbi Paysach Diskind !

Every society has its norms and its mores. There are manners of behavior
that are expected and there are some that are mandated. In America it is
expected that you return a smile back to the one who smiles at you. You
are obligated to pay your bills on time and can anticipate a fine for paying
late. These define a society.

In parshas Mishpatim, we are given a large list of mitzvos that at first
glance seem pretty much the same as what every society has. However,
this is not the case. Let us attempt to distinguish how the mitzvos of
Hashem are distinctly different from these societal conventions.

Our Sages instituted injunctions for the purpose of safeguarding the
mitzvos. In describing how these Rabbinic injunctions are an integral part
of Torah, Maharal compares them to the safeguards that nature places on
the sensitive organs of the body. Take for example, the eyelids that are
there to protect the eyes. Although they are distinct from the eye, they are
nevertheless, part and parcel of the body. So too, the laws instituted by our
Sages to protect the mitzvos are part and parcel of the Torah.

How does Maharal compare the eyelids which protect the eyes to the
Rabbinic injunctions which protect the people from transgressing the
mitzvos. The eyelids protect the eye and are naturally part of the body. The
mitzvos, however, are simply instructions. Are they harmed if the people
transgress them? The Rabbinic injunctions were designed to protect us, the
people of the Torah, from transgressing the mitzvos.

Maharal is opening a window through which we can appreciate what a
mitzvah is. Mitzvos are not instructions. Instructions do not have an

' To subscribe to Rabbi Diskind’s weekly dvar Torah, please contact him at
paysach@achim.org.
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existence of their own. They do not need to be fed and cared for. They are
simply instructions which exist whether or not they are followed.

Mitzvos, on the other hand, do have an existence of their own. In fact, our
Sages teach us that the mitzvos correspond to the different parts of the
human body. If the eye exists then the mitzvah corresponding to the eye
exists. The welfare of our mitzvos are dependent upon our observance of
them. Just as when we abuse our eyes they suffer, so too, when we abuse
our mitzvos they suffer. The injunctions to protect us from transgressing
the mitzvos were designed to protect the mitzvos as much as they protect
us.

If we take this notion one step further, we will discover how we can
actually build a relationship with the mitzvos we do. We can adopt a
mitzvah to be our special mitzvah. When a mitzvah is done with special
attention, we actually beautify the mitzvah. Yes, the mitzvah itself, the one
that we created is beautified and adorned with all the intentions we place
on it. People like to adopt pets. It adds life to the home. They become part
of the family and can even contribute love and affection. Once we can gain
this appreciation of mitzvos, we can adopt a mitzvah. It will add life to the
home and even contribute love and affection to the home.
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Capital Punishment in Judaism
Chapter One — Discretion *

Rabbi Shmuel Chaim Naiman

Over the past year or so, as part of my studying the Talmudic tractate of
Sanhedrin, I've been writing a book about Judaism’s death penalty,
attempting to work through both its practical laws and underlying
concepts. It is an exciting journey, full of surprises and challenges.

In the Introduction, I quote and contemplate some of the biblical verses
that order us to stone, burn, behead, and strangle our fellows, noticing the
uncomfortable parallels to other forms of fundamentalist religion. Taken
at face value, the biblical penalty definitely seems to depict an angry,
vengeful, and unforgiving God. I then attempt to lay down some
parameters for a productive discussion on a topic so sensitive and
controversial to the modern reader, particularly the necessity to view the
Scriptures from the lenses of our Oral Tradition.

What follows is an abridged draft of the first chapter of the book’s first
section. In this section, I attempt to portray what the Torah’s capital
punishment judicial system actually looks like — a far cry from the
superficial, and indeed inaccurate, impression based on an unaided
reading of the Written Torah.

“The innocent and righteous among you — do not kill” (Exodus 23:7).

No, this verse is not out of the Ten Commandments. That was several
chapters earlier, “Do not murder” (ibid 20:12). “Murder” and “kill” offer
two very different meanings, in both Hebrew and English. Rather, the
commandment above was directed at judges presiding over capital cases,
ordering them to execute only those guilty felons who deserve to die. But
why would the Torah court seek to kill the innocent and righteous? And if
they would purposely frame an innocent defendant, isn’t that cold-blooded
murder?

This injunction, the Oral Torah elucidates, must be understood as a

* Editor’s note: This is the first chapter of a work that is geared to the wider Jewish
public. We have therefore not edited it to conform with our “Kuntress Style
Sheet.”
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prohibition to execute the death penalty when the defendant’s guilt has
only been established as probable, even if well beyond any reasonable
doubt. Whenever there remains some possibility, however remote, for the
man to be viewed as innocent, and therefore righteous, “do not kill” him.
The Tradition also provided us with a clear demarcation line between
complete certainty and ambiguity. Any evidence requiring judicial
assessment, that is, all circumstantial evidence, shall be disqualified, for
the presiding judges can still choose to perceive the defendant as guiltless.
Only the testimony of eye-witnesses will suffice to condemn a person to
death.!

I sense a crack in that wall of callous disregard for human life, so
appallingly constructed out of the Pentateuchal victims’ shattered bones.
If God is really so desperate for violent vengeance, as the biblical verses
apparently make Him out to be, shouldn’t His Law behave bit more
trigger-happy? Come on, Torah jurisprudence, have some more trust in the
discretion of your religious tribunals. While the judges iron out the minor
details of guilt, we’ll get busy stoking the fires, sharpening the axe,
gathering an ample supply of nice, little, round stones. The supposed
extremist biblical Jew, itching to zealously heed the word of God, is
feeling quite rebuffed.

We need to take a closer look at the practical implications of this
commandment. Something important is going on here.

Judicial Assessment

Jack and Joe are shooting baskets in a quiet court on outskirts of the city.
Suddenly, their mutual friend Arthur darts past them, with his sworn
enemy, Oliver, hot in pursuit. Dagger drawn, Oliver’s intentions are as
clear as the sun flashing across the blade. As required by Torah law, Jack
and Joe warn him of the capital charges he will face. (We’ll learn all about
the warning protocol shortly.) But Oliver coldly laughs them away, and
the chase continues. Panting and desperate, Arthur ducks into an
abandoned ruin, hoping to throw off his predator — who follows him right
inside. Seconds later, the faithful witnesses barge in, and confront a
gruesome scene. Oliver kneels over Arthur who now lies, dying, on the
floor. Blood covers Oliver’s bared dagger, still clutched in his hand.

This is antiquity’s version of the proverbial smoking gun. Yet the verdict
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in Torah court is not guilty, as the act of murder was directly observed by
no one.

Such an episode actually occurred, the single witness being Shimon, noted
Mishnaic scholar and son of Shetach. This was Shimon’s immediate
reaction: “You evil one, who murdered this person? It was either me or
you, as we are the only people present. But what may I do? It’s impossible
for me to testify against you in court, as the Torah requires two
eyewitnesses. The One who knows all hidden thoughts should bring
retribution to the man who has slayed his fellow!” Before they left the
building, ends the Talmudic account, a poisonous snake appeared and
slayed the depraved murderer.”

This high standard of certainty has another application, unrelated to the
quality of evidence. Regarding most matters, Torah jurisprudence requires
two valid witnesses in order to establish any alleged occurrence as
accepted fact. But what if they concur only on the final status of their
subject? Take a serial killer, for example. On Monday, one witness saw
him stab one person in the heart; the following day, a second witness
watched him blast another guy’s brains out.

From the regulation banning all judicial evaluation, Maimonides
concluded that their individual accounts cannot be combined. Only in the
minds of the jurists can the disconnected duo form a single testifying unit;
without their appraisal we see two unrelated alleged incidents, each backed
by a single witness. Therefore, the court is commanded to view the
accused as “innocent and righteous.” >

I understand the importance of a high burden of proof for capital cases.
Yet the scope is troubling. True, trial judges, human like the rest of us, are
liable to occasionally convict the innocent. But must they therefore
disregard practically all evidence, no matter how damning? I agree with
Shimon that the callous cutthroat deserved to die; why can’t the Torah too
mandate judicial action?

Maimonides addressed our reservations with a profound insight into
human nature. The realm of the possible is vast, stretching from the almost
certain to the extremely unlikely — and everything in between. If the Torah
would permit courts to convict based on superb circumstantial evidence,
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such as in Shimon’s story, sooner or later they would introduce evidence
slightly further down the spectrum. And so the ball rolls down the slippery
slope, until most decisions of life and death will be made through murky
intuitions. However valiant their attempts to cast aside all predispositions,
human fallibility ensures that one day impressions and moods will trump
hard facts. To prevent such a scenario, God prohibited all judicial
appraisal, instructing His courts to regard only the testimony of direct
witnesses. They alone can tell their tale with complete certainty.

What will be the result of such an onerous burden of proof? Many
criminals will go wunpunished. Such an eventuality, concludes
Maimonides, is preferred over the inevitable, if hopefully rare, execution
of a guiltless man. “It is better — even desirable — that a thousand sinners
go free than to execute one innocent person.”*

As clear from the language of the verse — “do not kill” — this explicit
biblical edict applies to capital trials alone. Regarding financial litigations,
however, some superior forms of circumstantial evidence are accepted in
court.’ Let’s discern here our first principle in the Torah’s death penalty
jurisprudence. When a human life is on the line, trial proceedings are not
just another day’s work. A wrongly executed man is gone forever; his
sentence can never be overturned. With the stakes so infinitely high,
nothing less than the most incontrovertible evidence is adequate. Act with
utmost discretion.

Perhaps you are beginning to wonder what purpose can be served by a
capital judicial system that cheerfully acquits the vast majority of
offenders. Fair question. Moreover, as we move forward the pile of
restrictions on the death penalty will only get higher, further frustrating
my pyre-building colleagues. But for now, we must continue to focus on
the facts. We’ll get back to motives at a later stage, when the time is ripe.

“With Such Knowledge I Act”
We’re not quite finished with the statutes concerning quality of evidence.
Another precept, parallel to the banning of all judicial assessment,
demands that the witnesses verify the suspect’s full awareness of the
consequences of his actions. This telling statute was derived by the
Talmud from four biblical sources.
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First, the witnesses must admonish: “Stop your illegal action!” Then they
must threaten: “Such severe wrongdoing is punishable by death!” If the
future felon remains quiet or nods, even if he throws back a terse “I know”,
he will be acquitted. The court may convict only if he openly accepted the
outcome of his deed, by declaring explicitly: “With such knowledge I act.”
As the Talmud puts it, the defendant must condemn himself to death. This
requirement was derived from an ultra-literal reading of the biblical text
(Deuteronomy 17:6), “By the testimony of witnesses the dead one will
die.” As the court cannot kill a lifeless cadaver, the Torah must mean to
say that in some aspect he is already dead — by his own surrender to the
death penalty.®

After accepting his fate, the offender must immediately carry out his
crime. Even the shortest delay will disqualify the warning, thus exempting
him from the death penalty.

No exceptions are given. Even the greatest scholar of the generation, most
certainly well-acquainted with all of the Torah’s prohibitions — will not be
punished without the entire warning process.’

Why is the obligation to warn so extensive and inclusive? No matter how
far-fetched the notion may be, explained Maimonides, we must still
suspect that the accused man somehow forgot, or was unaware, of the
severity of his crime.? In other words, added one later commentator, until
the sinner has openly expressed his acceptance of the death penalty, some
slight element of the proscribed judicial evaluation remains. Not regarding
whether he committed the action, but about his nefarious intent.’

Consequently, whenever witnesses barge into the courtroom, suspect in
tow, they will be asked three questions. “Did you warn him? Was his
response a definite acceptance of his fate? And did he commit his crime
immediately after being threatened?”!°

Due Process of Law

Moving from the crime scene into the courtroom, the prudence principle
extends far beyond double-checking that the witnesses followed warning
protocol. This standard permeates the entire judicial process, beginning
with the necessity to take every case to trial, and following through to the
capital court’s makeup, deportment, and administration.
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You are ambling along on a busy downtown thoroughfare, minding your
own business. Suddenly, out of the corner of your eye you capture a seedy
pickpocket making off with an elderly woman’s wallet. As he doesn’t
seem especially brawny, righting the wrong won’t require too much effort.
What would any upstanding citizen do next? Seize the stolen object from
the thief and return it to its grateful owner — perhaps even before she
notices it’s missing. Good job.

But what if you find yourself in Shimon son of Shetach’s shoes — only you
have directly observed an awful murder? Should you commandeer the
depraved murderer’s machete and execute him then and there, as he so
rightly deserves? Forget any possible accusations that may be made
against you. Imagine it’s you and the felon alone on an empty island; the
three survivors of a plane crash, now reduced to two. No trial for the
heinous crime is in the offing. Is the correct response to simply take the
law into your own hands, or must the terrible deed go unpunished?

The Torah fixed the status of a non-convicted offender in an unambiguous
edict, “And the murderer shall not be killed until he stands before the
congregation [i.e. court] for judgment” (Numbers 35:12). No matter how
unforgivable the crime may be, nothing can be done without due process
of law. In fact, if witnesses were to unilaterally execute an infamous serial
killer, they will be duly prosecuted as murderers themselves (although
probably acquitted, for their good faith will be considered a lack of intent).
Until an authorized court has tried and convicted, no suspect can be legally
executed. Extrajudicial punishment has no place in Torah law.!!

The Torah’s language here produced an interesting corollary to this law.
For the criminal to literally “stand before the congregation in judgment,”
he must be present at the time of sentencing. Therefore, says the Talmud,
if a single yet to be convicted felon would accidentally become
intermingled with a group of convicts, no matter how numerous they may
be, all are to be exonerated. The inability to positively identify the last
defendant constitutes a lack of presence at the time his verdict would be
handed down, so to executing the entire lot would include the killing of a
still innocent man.'?

On the Bench
General Torah law allows a simple court of three ordained judges to
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preside over practically all trials and lawsuits’. However, capital cases can
be heard only by a higher Sanhedrin court, composed of twenty-three
noteworthy scholars.'® Qualified candidates for the Sanhedrin are
exceptionally astute, perceptive, and have mastered all areas of Torah law.
They also must possess the balanced character so critical for the delicate
task of applying conceptual statutes to practical situations. And in order
for them to fully grasp the intricacies of any case that may be presented,
all jurists must be acquainted with other extra-Torah fields of wisdom:
medicine, astronomy, astrology, even methods of witchcraft and rites of
idol-worshipers. If possible, at least some members will be fluent in most
common languages, so that no testimony will need to be heard through the
filter of an interpreter.'*

Only licensed Sanhedrin courts, who meet all of these formidable
benchmarks, are trusted by the Torah to hear capital trials.

Exceptional personal conduct is required on the bench. On the day of a
capital trial, all justices must limit food consumption to a bare minimum
and completely abstain from alcoholic beverages.'> And on the day of an
execution, they are to fast the entire day. This is one of several laws that
originate from the verse (Leviticus 19:27) “You shall not eat on blood”,
which in our context is read concerning those whose ruling causes blood
to be shed.'®

Another biblical injunction, also exclusive to capital cases: “You shall not
argue in a case through leaning” (Exodus 23:2). The Sages explain: a judge
is forbidden to offer an opinion which is not founded on his own
independent interpretation of the law, but instead relies — that is, leans —
on the understanding of his colleagues, no matter how many or wise they
may be. Do not rationalize that it’s enough for your ruling to agree with
one particularly astute associate or follow the majority — speak your own
truth only.!” Only in this way will the Sanhedrin’s final decision truly

* A slew of specifications, many pertaining to moral character and values, must
be met to be eligible for appointment to any Torah court, even if “only” to hear
monetary disputes. But although all of those qualifications are obviously
prerequisites for a Sanhedrin nomination too, I haven’t included them here,
because we’re focusing only on regulations that are unique to cases involving the
death penalty.
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reflect the consensus of all twenty-three minds, not merely one man’s
opinion docilely parroted by the rest of the bench. God will not allow His
child’s fate to be determined by anything less than the verdict reached
from twenty-three independent conclusions.'®

The Witness Stand

Biblical law requires all witnesses appearing before court to undergo a
detailed interrogation on all aspects of their testimony, including exact
details of the crime and its precise time and place (see Deuteronomy 13:15,
17:4). But when guilty findings will result in a death sentence, special
scrutiny is called for.

Initially, court clerks attempt to induce a subtle sense of disorientation.
The witnesses are first instructed to report to a certain room. However,
upon arrival, they learn that the location has been changed and their
testimony will be received elsewhere. They dash over to the second venue,
only to learn that now a third one has been chosen. By the time their tale
is finally told, the shell of any potential liar will have been softened,
replaced by a certain forced honesty. Hopefully, if they are attempting to
frame an innocent man — they will promptly turn around, a bit befuddled,
and bounce straight out of the courthouse. '

Next comes the multi-layered intimidation. The judges proceed to lecture,
and their heartfelt words — transcribed verbatim in the Mishnah — convey
the solemn, almost somber, demeanor appropriate for the occasion.

Perhaps you are testifying based only on assumption or hearsay?
Maybe you merely heard about the event from the eyewitness, or
from someone whom you trust? Are you aware that we will
thoroughly cross-examine your testimony?"°

Understand well how cases of capital punishment are inherently
different from monetary claims. If false witnesses were to cause
the defendant to lose money, they can return it and will be

* The Talmud clarifies: second hand testimonies are invalid also for monetary
lawsuits, but only for the death penalty is this included in the judicial warning.
Similarly, as mentioned earlier, the cross-examination is applicable to all sorts of
cases equally, but only here is it openly threatened.
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forgiven. But if he is killed wrongly by your word, his blood and
that of all his future offspring, for all time to come, will have been
shed by you — forever, with no possibility of recovery. In this way,
God rebuked Cain after he murdered his brother Abel (Genesis
4:10), “The bloods of your brother cry out from the ground” — his
blood and that of all his lost descendants.

Why was the first man, Adam, created alone [as related in Genesis
(Chapter 2)]? So that all of humankind would descend from one
single person, demonstrating how anyone who destroys one life is
considered to have wiped out the entire world population. And
conversely, one who sustains a life is regarded as having saved all
of humanity.

Perhaps you will wonder, why bother to engage in such a severe
matter, even if only to speak the truth? In response, the Torah
states categorically (Leviticus 5:1), “The witness who sees or
knows, if he doesn’t testify, he will carry his sin”. Do not worry,
you need not be concerned about causing the death of the guilty,
for King Solomon has taught that “with the downfall of wicked
ones there is joy” (Proverbs 11:10). If he is really guilty, you will
have done no wrong.

After enduring this browbeating, complete with its final bit of
encouragement, the witnesses are finally invited to submit their account,
and are then thoroughly interrogated. Upon conclusion, they are firmly
instructed to remain silent for the remainder of the trial; the judges alone
will determine all the ramifications of their testimony. Any attempt to offer
a legal opinion — whether to incriminate or exonerate — will be rebuffed
with a stern rebuke for silence. The source for this policy is the Rabbinic
interpretation of a biblical verse (Numbers 35:30), “A witness who
testifies to bring about the death of a person — shall not argue for any
ruling.”?

Quite mystifying. These indomitable fellows have stood strong through
the entire barrage of room-changing, intimidation, and cross-examination,
and their testimony was accepted in court as a faithful rendering of the
facts. I would think they at least deserve to have their perspective
respectfully heard, particularly because the vantage point of direct
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observers can be quite valuable. Why instead must their opinions be
rejected ignominiously?

The Talmud offers a cryptic rationale for this law. If the witnesses were
allowed to speak, it would appear that their words are corrupted by
personal bias.?® But how? As we will see in a later section, all the students
present in the courtroom are entitled to argue for acquittal, so why must
the witnesses remain completely mute? Another problem: Maimonides
maintains that only for capital cases is this restriction mandated, as implied
by the context of the verse.”* If unseemly impressions are created by the
witnesses’ inclusion in the proceedings, why should monetary matters be
any different? I believe that a careful reading of Maimonides’s description
of the ruling lends to the following understanding.

Imagine a well-respected journalist, renowned for strictly sticking to facts
— so much so that her personal politics are the subject of much spirited
debate. One day, after the daily news roundup, she suddenly swerves into
an impassioned defense of some worthy cause. Although the role
switching was openly admitted, is there not something slightly distasteful,
maybe even disorienting, about our beloved hard-news reporter morphing
into an opinionated analyst?

So too, if our witnesses were to be allowed to speak, they will no longer
be viewed as unprejudiced reporters of hard facts. Through publicly
expressing interest in a certain outcome, they have recast themselves into
de facto lawyers. Although the final sentence does not affect them
personally, such a distortion of roles can upset the delicate balance of
courtroom ethics, if only ever so slightly. However, since hearing the
witnesses’ perspective isn’t fully fraudulent, only in death penalty cases
must such strict moral hygiene be upheld — for a life is at stake.

We’ve already learned about Torah law’s principled objection to all
judicial evaluation, restricting the definition of valid evidence to the direct
observation of events. So too, we discover now, the introduction of
testimony in court must be completely free of even the smallest appearance
of bias. Both policies are derived from verses in the Torah, categorized as
full commandments, and applicable to cases of capital punishment only.
Their underlying messages too are identical: confront the death penalty
with uttermost discretion and sensitivity.
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In light of what we’ve learned so far, I think back to my reservations with
the Torah’s execution program, particularly to the extreme violence that
seemed to express a cavalier attitude towards human life. This impression
is beginning to disintegrate, revealing in its stead a wholly different
perspective. We still need to work out why God found it necessary to order
the stoning, burning, beheading, and strangling of His beloved children.
Yet one thing is glaringly clear: it wasn’t from apathy or contempt. The
self-absorbed, callous deity wouldn’t bother to ban the subtlest whiff of
judicial assessment — for capital trials only. He wouldn’t feel any pressing
need to categorically forbid all extrajudicial execution, pack capital courts
with only the most superbly qualified justices, and prescribe their behavior
in trial down to the finest details. He wouldn’t command the court to
disorient prosecuting witnesses, subject them to extensive intimidation
and interrogation, and severely curtail their role in court. And all this with
extraordinary attention to nuance, displaying astonishing insight into
human vulnerabilities and social structures.

In the early 1980’s, the governor of New York, Hugh Carey,? wanted to
gauge his Jewish constituents’ opinion on the death penalty. Following
hundreds of learned Torah scholars the world over, he turned for guidance
to the brilliantly erudite Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, arguably the leading
authority of his day on the entire corpus of Jewish law. In a sweeping yet
concise responsa, dated March 20, 1981, Rabbi Feinstein demonstrated the
Torah’s emphasis on the value of every human being, pointing to most of
the regulation and procedures we’ve been exploring. (As we progress in
our study, we’ll refer to more specific aspects of this landmark responsa.)*®
Indeed, the real God of the Pentateuch, as accurately portrayed in His own
Oral Torah, boldly scrambles to preserve and respect every life, imbuing
capital trials with a palpable atmosphere of gravity, integrity, and
discretion.

To be continued...

! Maimonides Sefer HaMitzvos La’avin 290, Mishneh Torah 20:1
2 Talmud 37b

3 Maimonides ibid, Achiezer 1:25:4-5

* Maimonides SH "M ibid
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Section VII: Shavuos

Shavuos: An Encounter with Hashem !
R’ Yaakov Grossman

Introduction

Parshas Yisro is the climax of the Torah. As the famous Midrash says
(Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:50), the whole universe stood shaking and silent,
its continued existence dependent on Klal Yisrael’s acceptance of the
Torah. The crescendo of the parshiyos is palpable; the pain of exile and
death transforming into revelation and life. Plague after plague, miracle
after miracle, the iron partition falls and we reunite with our Creator. The
lowly servants prophesy and see the Shechinah and all imbibe the food of
angels. There is only one step left. Kabbalas HaTorah and the fruition of
creation.

Stop. We are getting ahead of ourselves. Apparently, there is a crucial
parshah that must be discussed immediately. So critical, we must wait to
receive the Torah to hear it. Which essential parshah is it? The judicial
system. More precisely, the number of judges and their qualities. The
appointment of judges over the thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. All
Torah is infinitely precious; however, this certainly disrupts the flow of
redemption. Perplexingly enough, this isn’t even the chronological place
for this parshah. While there is a machlokes if Yisro joined Klal Yisrael
before Matan Torah or not, all agree this parshah of judges occurred after
Yom HaKippurim. The Ribono Shel Olam therefore interrupts Kabbalas
HaTorah to mysteriously transpose the laws of judges out of place.

! Editor’s note: Yes, this dvar Torah is larger than our regulation size, but we
thought it was worth presenting it in our kuntress rather that pass up its brilliance.
As Rabbi Katznelson taught us in high school when confronted with a large
Tosafos, “Treat it like a group of small pieces of Tosafos.” This dvar Torah too is
naturally divided into three parts.
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Certainly, there must be a profound, foundational lesson to learn from this.
However, furthering the enigma, we don’t even pasken like the parshah.
Even more, there isn’t one Tanna in all Shas that holds we appoint a judge
over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. The Mishnah (Sanhedrin 2a)
delineates the orders of courts. There is the Great Sanhedrin of 71 judges,
sanhedrei ketanah with 23 judges, and a regular beis din of (normally)
three judges. If the Torah itself dictates these numbers, who was Moshe
Rabbeinu paskening like?!

It is a mystery on top of a mystery. Why is Parshas Yisro moved before
Kabbalas HaTorah and why did Moshe follow a judicial system different
from everywhere else in the Torah?

The Malbim (Devarim 1:16), in his usual divinely inspired way, opens a
path for our understanding. The Mishnah learns the requirement of 23
judges for a sanhedrei ketanah from the pasuk (Bamidbar 35:24-25) “And
the congregation shall judge between the attacker and the blood redeemer
concerning these laws. And the congregation shall save the murderer from
the hands of the blood redeemer, and the congregation shall return him to
the city of his refuge that he fled to there, and he shall dwell there until the
death of the Kohen Gadol that was anointed with the holy oil.” (Translated
according to Rashi). The Mishnah gleans the number 23 as follows: The
word congregation implies ten, since the (bad) spies were called a
congregation. The pasuk mentions a “congregation shall judge” and a
“congregation shall save.” Two congregations add to 20 judges. (See the
Mishnah for how the requirement for the other three are learned).

However, the Sifii (Bamidbar Masei 1:18) brings an opinion of the
“Darshei Reshumos,” not found in the Gemara. They say a sanhedrei
ketanah has thirty judges. This is gleaned from the third “congregation” in
the pasuk, “the congregation shall return.”

2 Unlike the Tanna Kama they don’t require an additional three judges. The reason
for the first extra two is to ensure that there can be a minimum of a two-vote
majority for guilt, while maintaining a congregation of 10 who say not guilty. If
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The Malbim beautifully connects this opinion to the Torah’s judges over
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Firstly, he explains that the judges
over tens weren’t actually judges, but rather the shotrim, sheriffs, who
carry out the decisions of beis din. Therefore, for every thousand people
there were: 20 judges over 50, 10 judges over 100 and one judge over
1000. A total of 31! This is precisely the opinion of the Darshei Reshumos!

Connecting this back to Parshas Yisro, the Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu (29:23)
brings this same Baraisa of thirty (one) judges, however it doesn’t quote
it in the name of the Darshei Reshumos, rather, “originally dinei nefashos
were (adjudicated) by thirty” and brings the three “congregations” of the
pasuk. Therefore, it is precisely this drashah that was followed originally
by Moshe Rabbeinu in setting up Yisro’s system of judges over thousands,
hundreds, fifties and tens!

B”H this answers how the judges of the Wilderness fit into the Torah’s
requirements. However, this begs another question. Why did the halachah
change? Why only at that point in history were there thirty judges? Why
does the Gemara not even bring this option considering it was the original
halachah?

Most importantly, what is so essential to learn that the Ribono Shel Olam
moved this halachah out of order to place it before Kabbalas HaTorah?!

there are 30 judges, a vote of 16 to 14 would maintain that requirement, and
therefore remove the need to add additional judges. The final extra judge comes
from the rule “ain bais din shakul —there can’t be an even numbered court.” Either
the Darshei Reshumos don’t hold of this rule like R’ Yoshiyah in Sanhedrin, or
more likely, the extra one is automatically implied, since this is the general rule.
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Part I: Kayin’s Shavuos

Adam HaRishon knew that he failed miserably in choosing the eitz hadaas
over the eitz hachaim. Rectification now rested in the hands of his sons
Kayin and Hevel. Of the two, which son was the ikar? At first glance,
Hevel was the “tzaddik yesod olam,” holy and righteous, while Kayin was
the evil, selfish brother who couldn’t even give a nice thank you gift to his
Creator.

However, when Kayin was born, Chavah exclaims “I have acquired a man
with Hashem” (Bereishis 4:1). A very powerful statement from the
“Mother of all life” who had previously defiled herself with the Serpent.
Using the word “es,” the pasuk can even be read “I have acquired a man —
Hashem!” The birth of Kayin was clearly Chavah’s path back to Hashem.
The Malbim (ibid.) strengthens this by teaching that Kayin was the main
son in Chavah’s eyes. Quite a difference from how quiet it was at Hevel’s
birth, with no expression of exclamation or fanfare. Not even an
explanation for his name is given. Even more, the name Hevel means
futility! As if Hevel is just a futile afterthought, having no real purpose in
reuniting the world with its Creator.

When was each brother born? According to Tosafos (Sanhedrin 38b),
Kayin was born from the original union of Adam and Chavah in the
Garden of Eden, and Hevel was born only afterwards. Kayin was a child
of the Garden of Eden, and Hevel was seemingly only a child of the ruined
world. Then it was korban time. The first explicit korbanos in the Torah.
On the surface, when Chazal say Kayin brought “min hagarua — from the
lowest,” they are chastising him for a pathetic display of gratitude to
Hashem. Bringing only flax seed certainly couldn’t compare to Hevel’s
choicest of the flock. Clearly the Ribono Shel Olam agreed with this, as he
only accepted Hevel’s korban.

But is it as simple as that? Kayin, born in the Garden of Eden, was just a
stupid, selfish rasha?
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A first clue can be found when the pasuk itself attests that “It was at the
end of days and Kayin brought from the fruit of the ground a minchah to
Hashem. And Hevel also brought from the first of his flock and from their
fattest, and Hashem turned to Hevel and to his minchah” (Bereishis 4:3-
4). We see that Kayin was the one who initiated the act and brought a
korban, with Hevel only “also” bringing a korban after Kayin. Regardless
of quality, the kavanah and initiation certainly belongs to Kayin.

What were these korbanos? The Rabbeinu Bachaye (Bereishis 4:3) brings
the Midrash teaching that this was day 50 of their creation, the first
Shavuos. He teaches that Klal Yisrael brings a minchah to Hashem on
Shavuos corresponding to the menachos Kayin and Hevel brought on the
first Shavuos. Taking this a step further, we bring a korban of two breads
from the ground and shelamim from animals, just as Kayin and Hevel did.
Following that the ikar is the two loaves of bread from the ground, as the
shelamim are only brought for the bread (not the day), Kayin’s korban of
the ground was the ikar and Hevel’s korban was just an “also,” like the
pasuk says.

Furthermore, what type of bread do we bring on Shavuos? Chametz! The
very essence that represents the yetzer hara, forbidden to be brought any
other time as a korban, is the ikar of Shavuos! Meaning the true “garua —
lowest,” the yetzer hara itself, is the intended korban of the day, just as
Kayin brought!?

If so, then what did Kayin do wrong?! Furthermore, why is chametz, the
yetzer hara, brought on Shavuos? And why, if Kayin was born in the
Garden of Eden before the sin of the eitz hadaas, was he so filled with the
yetzer hara that was his korban?

3 Shavuos itself is also called the Chag HaBikkurim since bikkurim may be
brought after the bread minchah. Bikkurim are fruits, including devash, which is
the other item never allowed as a korban. Yet this too becomes something brought
on and associated with Shavuos.
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The Malbim* explains how Adam HaRishon was originally a purely
spiritual being, completely detached from the physical. To him, the body
was just a garment, separate from his self, that he could remove as he
pleased. What about Chavah? According to the Malbim, before she was
separated from Adam, Chavah was his physical body! After the removal,
Chavah continued to represent the physical. [We see this concept as the
Torah says women are for revealed, physical beauty. When we refer to the
“revealed” presence of Hashem as the Shechinah, it is in the feminine
form. The female is the revealed physical, but ideally, the revealed
physical manifestation of the spiritual].’

Once they became detached, Adam’s job became to take this physical
Chavah and elevate her through kiddushin and bring her into the domain
of the spiritual, through nisuin and chuppah. Then the physical would be
united and nullified to the spiritual. Even greater, with the spiritual shining
through it, the physical would become a vehicle of revelation for the
spiritual. “On that day Hashem will be one and his name will be one”
(Zechariah 14:9).

However, we know something went wrong in the Garden of Eden, since
this goal has yet to take place. But what was the original sin that ruined
this? Was it really the eating of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil?
Was that when, as Chazal teach (Shabbos 146a), the Serpent injected his
filth into Chavah)?

The pasuk says, “The both of them were naked (arumim), the man and his
wife, and they were not embarrassed (lo yisboshashu). And the Serpent
was cleverer than all the beasts of the field that Hashem God made...”
(Bereishis 2:25-3:1). Rashi brings from Chazal that when the Serpent saw

4 See Malbim on Adam and Chavah.

5 This is not to chas v’shalom imply that women are only physical not spiritual.
Rather, women have an immense spiritual essence that is hidden behind the
physical. “kol kvudah bas melech penimah - All the glory of the princess dwells
within” (Tehillim 45:13).
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them together in that state, he desired Chavah, and therefore coerced her
to sin to unite with her.

Perhaps the pasuk can be translated an additional way. It is no surprise that
by the Golden Calf we find this similar, and rare, word “boshesh” (Shemos
32:1). There, according to the Targum, it means “delayed,” as Moshe had
not yet returned from the mountain. If we apply that translation here, it’s
not that Adam and Chavah weren’t embarrassed, rather they were naked
and didn’t delay in their unification. But why should they have waited?
Precisely because they were in full view of the Serpent, as we shall see.

It is no coincidence that the Torah refers to Adam, Chavah and the Serpent
as all being “arum.” The Mechilta we read in the Hagadah quotes
Yechezkel (16:7) that Hashem saw in Egypt that we “were naked and bare.”
Chazal explain this means that we had no mitzvos. Therefore, we were
given the blood mitzvos of bris and korban Pesach. “In your blood you
shall live...” (ibid 16:6). Similarly, after the sin of eating from the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil, the Torah says, “And the eyes of both of
them were opened and they knew that they were naked...” (Bereishis 3:7).
Rashi quotes Chazal that naked refers to them lacking the one mitzvah
they were given.

Chazal clearly understand the word naked to spiritually refer to a lack of
kedushah. Therefore, it beautifully follows that the Serpent, the
personification of unholiness, is deemed “more naked than all the beasts.”
Its juxtaposition to Adam and Chavah’s nakedness implies they too were
lacking at that time. Perhaps we can now translate the pasuk as “And they
were both naked [lacking spiritually], the man and his wife, and they did
not delay [their unification].” But what were they lacking? Precisely for
what the following pasuk, juxtaposed with the letter vav, explains. They
were in front of the Serpent and saw “the Serpent [who] is more lacking
than all.”
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But why would their seeing the Serpent preclude a proper unification?
Throughout the sefer Daas Tevunos, the Ramchal describes “ra - bad” as
the concealment and apparent lack of the Ribono Shel Olam. The ultimate
“tov - good” is the revelation of “Ein Od Milvado,” that there is nothing
besides the Ribono Shel Olam, and any perception of something other than
Him is “ra.” The Malbim (Bereishis 1:1) explains how the Ribono Shel
Olam created the world with the name Elokim to limit and hide the Ein Od
Milvado. Our lowly physical world was created as the darkest screen
hiding the truth of His essence. Adam HaRishon was tasked with returning
the universe to the revelation of the Ein Od Milvado.

Paralleling the universe, Adam and Chavah, the neshamah and guf, were
originally unified as one. Together in concert, the physical was a pure
vessel beaming the light of the soul. Then Chavah was removed and the
gashmius became separate from the ruchnius. There was now a physical
existence in Chavah hiding her true, tremendous spiritual reality. In those
very first hours, Adam HaRishon was working to bring the universe back
to the unity of Hashem by nullifying the ra and recognizing the Ein Od
Milvado. His spiritual kavanah in this would be mirrored and
accomplished with his re-unification with Chavah.

What went wrong? When Adam attempted this, he had yet to eat the eitz
hachaim, the Torah, the antidote to ra, and therefore still saw the Serpent.
Instead of seeing the Ein Od Milvado, he still saw the ra, the lacking, the
concealment of Hashem. The seeing of the Serpent itself was Adam’s
imperfection, his incomplete recognition of Ein Od Milvado. Perhaps that
is exactly the time which Chazal refer to as when the Serpent came to
Chavah and injected his filth in her. It was the filth of ra, the concealment
of Hashem, that was infused into Chavah. The grand unification was
marred by an incomplete Kabbalas HaTorah, acceptance of the emes, the
Ein Od Milvado. All because “Lo Yisboshashu.”

Perhaps this answers the question of why Kayin, who was conceived and
born in the Garden of Eden before the eating of the eitz hadaas, had so
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much ra inside him. His conception was born of this failed unification, and
the filth of the Serpent mixed into his creation. At Kayin’s birth, Chavah
sees both her and creation’s potential rectification in her son, who was
filled with that mixture of good and evil. He would be the second chance
of nullifying the ra, and reaching the Ein Od Milvado. Kayin was
Chavah’s true son, who could bring her back to Hashem, “I have acquired
a man — Hashem.”

Hevel was an unfathomable tzaddik. But he was more of an angel, filled
with tov. More Olam HaBa than Olam Hazeh. His name is “futility,” as
belonging to the spiritual, he has no place in the Avodah of this world.
Kayin carried within him the purpose of Olam HaZeh and why we were
created in this physical world: to use our free will and choose good over
evil in an imperfect world, seemingly detached from its Creator. For forty-
nine days Kayin worked and toiled with the adamah, the physical, being
called a “man of the ground.”

After forty-nine days of growing through sefirah, day fifty arrived. It was
finally Shavuos and time to eat the eitz hachaim, the Torah, and reach the
recognition of Ein Od Milvado. We see the strong, inextricable link
between Shavuos and Ein Od Milvado in Moshe Rabbeinu’s recalling of
Shavuos in Parshas Vaeschanan. He begins with the passionate
exhortation of how we saw nothing else besides Hashem on Shavuos
(Devarim 4:12-19). It is in the climax of the retelling of Shavuos that
contains the very two pesukim in the Torah of Ein Od Milvado, “Atah
Hareisah” and “V’yadata Hayom” (Devarim 4:35, 4:39). The recognition
of Ein Od Milvado clearly represents the culmination of Kabbalas
HaTorah.

Ready to fulfill his purpose, Kayin takes his flax, the garua, the taavos of
the yetzer hara, the chametz loaves, and prepares to bring them as a
minchah to Hashem. A minchah that would represent the giving over of
all to Hashem. A minchah in which the darkest dregs of the ra which
conceal Hashem are purified and the light of Ein Od Milvado is revealed.
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At the same time Hevel also brings the accompanying shelamim animals.
Yet something goes terribly wrong. The Shechinah, the very revelation
k’viyachol of Hashem in the physical, turns to Hevel and his korban,
ignoring Kayin. To Kayin this is completely incomprehensible. His
Avodah is the purpose of creation and the Shechinah is meant for him.®
Yet he is ignored. Kayin was left devasted and dejected. What went
wrong?

Hashem in his lovingkindness turns to Kayin and explains what he did
wrong. “Behold if you improve you will be forgiven, and if you do not
improve, sin crouches at the opening, and its desire is to you and you can
rule over it” (Bereishis 4:7). The Or HaChaim HaKadosh explains the
pasuk beautifully. He reads the words differently as an
exclamation/question. “And its desire is upon you and you will rule over
it?!” Meaning Kayin wanted to perfect the »a while still secretly desiring
it. How can one possible nullify something they still want? As the Ramchal
explains about Adam HaRishon (Daas Tevunos §40); How can there be a
true recognition of Ein Od Milvado when Adam can still think there can
be something desirable outside of Hashem? If Kayin still desired the
taavos, he didn’t truly see that there is nothing else to desire, as there is
nothing else besides Hashem! His chametz was therefore just regular
chametz and forbidden as a korban. It was just the garua.

It was a failed Shavuos, a failed Kabbalas HaTorah. Even worse, Kayin
didn’t understand the message. All he could see is that the Avodah of man
was rejected. From that falsehood, one sin lead to another sin and Kayin
murdered his brother Hevel.

® Hevel even becomes liable for death for gazing at the Shechinah (Rabbeinu
Bachaya, Shemos 3:6).
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Part II: Yisro’s Shavuos

The Ribono Shel Olam places Yisro at center stage. His parshah is placed
out of order, presenting Yisro as the pre-requisite to a true Kabbalas
HaTorah. Based on the above, the reason becomes clear. Yisro, who had
served every avodah zarah in the world, who was an honored and
important person to the nations, rejected all that ra and kavod, fleeing to
the Wilderness to cling to Hashem. He declared, greater than anyone else
in the world could possibly declare, “Now I know that Hashem is greater
than all the gods” (Shemos 18:11). The Malbim explains that Yisro was in
essence declaring Ein Od Milvado, as all the apparent other things in the
Universe are completely controlled and subsumed by Him alone.

The Mechilta (Shemos 18:10) makes a puzzling statement, “Rav Papayus
says they were 600,000 men and not one of them stood up [’varech
Hamakom until Yisro came u 'varech HaMakom (when Yisro said ‘Baruch
Hashem’).” What does this mean? Not one Jew ever said Baruch Hashem
before? No one before Yisro ever even made a berachah? Moshe wrote
the first berachah of benching on the man. Even if that mitzvah was given
later, they certainly at least said a berachah rishonah even before Matan
Torah since eating without a berachah is considered stealing (Berachos
35b).

Perhaps the answer lies in the wording of Rav Papayus. No one was ever
I’varech HaMakom until Yisro. The word “berachah” implies
multiplicity. In order to receive a berachah from the giver, there by
definition must be a separate receiver. Even the letters of berachah are the
first letters of multiplicity — 2, 20 and 200. The Nefesh HaChaim (§3)
explains that the name “HaMakom”™ refers to Hashem as the Ein Od
Milvado, with everything “else” only existing “within” Him. When Yisro
was [ 'varech HaMakom, he was really exclaiming how all the apparent
multiplicity in the world is in reality only part of one unified Ein Od
Milvado. He was the first person to truly say this, as only one who truly
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experienced all the multiplicity of all the avodah zarah, could turn around
and declare that it is truly all Hashem.

“Yisro rejoiced over all the good that Hashem did for Yisrael...” (ibid.
18:9). On this pasuk the Rabbeinu Bachaye says the word for rejoice,
vayichad, can also be read as “and he unified.” Yisro unified the universe
in Ein Od Milvado as he exclaimed Baruch Hashem. He then proceeds to
bring korbanos to Elokim. How could Yisro do this? The pasuk
specifically states “One who sacrifices to [the name] Elokim shall be
destroyed, only to [the name] Hashem alone” (Shemos 22:19 according to
Chazal’). The Or Gedaliyhu (Likutei Devarim, Parshas Yisro §1) explains
that the name Elokim refers to Hashem as the God of all powers and nature.
A nature that seemingly functions independent of Hashem. Therefore,
only Yisro, who reached Ein Od Milvado and saw the complete unity of
the names FElokim (concealed Godliness) and Hashem (revealed
Godliness), could bring a korban to Elokim.

The Igra D’Kallah (Bereishis parshah 4:1) teaches that Yisro came into
this world to rectify Kayin. Even the Torah itself, during Bilam’s final
prophecy, refers to Yisro as Kayin (Bamidbar 24:21-22). We can already
see the clear connection. Where Kayin failed, Yisro succeeded. Unlike
Kayin who couldn’t see the Ein Od Milvado since he still desired other
things besides HaMakom, Yisro gave up everything and fled to the
Wilderness. All the fame and fortune were truly nothing in Yisro’s eyes,
and he had a true Kabbalas HaTorah accepting Ein Od Milvado. Adam
and Kayin delved into the physical and it was too dark for them. Yisro
pierced the darkness and saw only light, as David HaMelech says, “Were
I to say ‘Surely darkness will shadow me, then the night would be
illuminated around me. Even darkness obscures not from You, and night
like the day shines; the darkness is the same as the light” (7Tehillim 139:11-
12).

7 See Ramban, Vayikra 1:9
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Now perhaps we can have a deeper understanding why the Torah speaks
about Yisro before Matan Torah. Yisro teaches us a critical lesson in
Kabbalas HaTorah. Unlike Kayin, we can’t merely agree to follow the
Torah, while still desiring other things in our heart. Accepting the Ein Od
Milvado, and accepting how there is nothing else good or desirable besides
Hashem, brings one to a true, complete Kabbalas HaTorah. Only after we
open our hearts fully to Hashem can we fully receive Him and His Torah.
As the Gemara (Sanhedrin 106b) says, “The Holy One Blessed is He
desires the heart.” Shavuos is the day we give our hearts to the Ein Od
Milvado.

We can certainly appreciate the importance of the concepts Yisro teaches.
But why also record the Parshah of Yisro’s judges out of order here? How
do they relate to this message? Furthermore, why did only that generation
with Yisro pasken there are 31 judges in dinei nefashos and not 23?

The Sifri above that follows Yisro’s 31 judges quotes it in the name of the
“Darshei Reshumos.” Who are they? They appear from time to time
throughout Chazal, yet remain nameless.

The Mishnah in the beginning of Chelek in Sanhedrin opens with the
beautiful promise “All of Yisrael have a share in the World to Come.” If
only it ended there. But the Mishnah then proceeds to list categories and
specific people who have lost their share in the World to Come. The
Gemara explains each category and person and why they lost their
precious portion. However, at the very end of the discussion come the
“Darshei Reshumos” who proclaim “They all are coming to the World to
Come!” They darshan a pasuk in Tehillim as a proof for it (ibid. 104b).

Rav Tzadok HaKohen (Machashavos Charutz 45:1) explains why they are
called Darshei Reshumos. The words in their name imply they seek after
even a remanence of something. A remanence deep inside of something
pure and good. They see that every Jew is a piece of Elokim from above.
No matter how much dirt or darkness covers the neshamah, deep inside it
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remains as pure and holy as ever. Nothing can keep the neshamah away
from its Creator, as the Ishah Tekoa proclaims, “God never removes a soul,
and he thinks thoughts to ensure no one is ever banished from Him”
(Shmuel 11 14:14). The Rabbeinu Bachaye explains that she is teaching
that every soul will ultimately reach its rectification and be united with
Hashem in the end.

The Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu quoted above links Yisro to the Darshei
Reshumos. But what does this concept have to do with Yisro? Adam had
three children and Noach had three corresponding children. Just as Kayin
contained most of the ra, so did Cham inherit most of the »a. The ra of
Cham spread into the raven and the dog, as they had relations in the ark
just as he did (Sanhedrin 108b). Chazal teach when Noach tried to expel
the raven, now defiled with ra, Hashem told him to take the raven back as
in the future Eliyahu HaNavi will rectify this evil of the raven stemming
from Kayin (Bereishis Rabbah 33:5).}

The culmination of Eliyahu HaNavi’s life was clearly at Har HaCarmel
where he dramatically brought Klal Yisrael to the realization of Ein Od
Milvado as they exclaimed “Hashem is God, Hashem is God!” (Melochim
1 18:39). Before this monumental moment, the Gemara (Berachos 31b)
records the conversation Eliyahu had with Hashem. “Answer me Hashem,
answer me, and let this nation know that you Hashem are the God and you
will turn their hearts back™ (ibid 18:37). The Gemara explains Eliyahu’s
statement as not only that Hashem turns our hearts back to him, but that
since He placed within us the yerzer hara, He is the one who turned our

8 Kalev ben Yefunah repaired the dog, as his name implies, both through being a
good spy and though his descendant King David, which will be spoken about
below IY”H. The Midrash also connects Kalev to Kayin as it brings the opinion
of Rebbe that the sign Hashem gave Kayin was a dog (Bereishis Rabbah 22:12).
Furthering the connection, Pirkei D ’Rebbi Eliezer (perek 21) teaches a dog was
given to guard Hevel’s corpse and a raven was given to teach Adam and Chavah
how to bury Hevel!
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hears away from him in the first place! Klal Yisrael are pure and good in
our essence, and it’s just the filth of the Serpent that is the problem. The
Gemara then exclaims Hashem agreed with Eliyahu and proclaimed “On
that day, says Hashem, I will assemble the exiled and I will gather the
banished and the ones whom I did evil to” (Michah 4:6).

But how can we chas v’shalom blame our sins on Him and not on us!?
Perhaps the answer is in the context. Only Eliyahu HaNavi, who was able
to see the Ein Od Milvado, could pierce the darkness straight to the inner
essence of the universe. An inner essence where only Hashem truly exists,
and our soul is k viyachol a piece of Him. A soul that remains just as pure
and good as the day it was created. Just as evil is a facade, without real
existence, so too sins and a sinner are a fagade without any real existence.
Every Jew has a portion in the World to Come.

However, only after one reaches the true understanding of Ein Od
Milvado, can one view their own sins this way. If we can’t completely
recognize the truth of Hashem, we can’t claim to recognize the truth about
us. At that moment on Mount Carmel, Eliyahu brought that level to us all,
and we all proclaimed, “Hashem is God, Hashem is God,” and Hashem
exclaimed “I caused them to do evil!”

Now perhaps we can understand Yisro even better. His avodah to repair
the mistakes of Kayin and prepare us for Kabbalas HaTorah was
unmatched. He is the paradigm of one who reached the understanding of
Ein Od Milvado. Upon reaching that level he turned to Moshe Rabbeinu
and unlocked a deep drashah. The pasuk that we learn the number of
judges is written in the context of a murderer. The “congregation shall
save” and the “congregation shall judge” are determining the fate of the
murderer. But Yisro says, “No!” A Jew can’t intentionally murder! It is
the yetzer hara that did it! He is just a shogeg, it is unintentional! There is
a third congregation, “the congregation shall return him to his city of
refuge,” for he is only a shogeg!
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Who is this murderer Yisro is expounding about, saying he is only a
shogeg? Kayin! Chas v’shalom that Kayin murdered Hevel! It was the
only the yetzer hara acting. Kayin was just a shogeg. At his core, Kayin is
as pure and good as Hevel and they both have a share in the World to
Come!

“And Yisro heard...” (Shemos 18:1). The Mechilta asks what was it that
Yisro heard prompting him to flee to Hashem in the Wilderness? It was
the splitting of the Yam Suf and the war with Amalek. However, why was
it these events, and not the Exodus itself or the miraculous plagues that
caused his reaction?

Amalek is the gematria of safek, doubt. After the war against Amalek,
doubt was removed and the Ein Od Milvado could shine through. A clear
connection to Yisro. What about the splitting of the sea? The sefer Emunas
Itecha (Moadim p. 46) quotes that it wasn’t the original splitting of the sea
Yisro heard that moved him. The sea actually split twice.

There were two missing Jews at the Yam Suf. Dasan and Aviram. In their
wickedness, they had returned to Pharaoh to inform him the Jews were not
planning on returning to Egypt after three days. As a result, they missed
out on the greatest revelation of Hashem in history, outside of the giving
of the Torah. When they heard what happened, they realized their mistake,
and ran to rejoin Klal Yisrael. But by the time they reached the Sea it was
too late; the revelation had ended.

Now at the banks of the Yam Suf'stood possibly the two most wicked Jews
in history. The Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu (18:37) disparages them to such an
extent, it says “anything (bad) you can blame on these reshaim, blame on
them.” All the sins Klal Yisrael in the Wilderness were incited by them.
The extent of their destruction is almost unfathomable. Yet “...no one is
ever banished from Him” (Shmuel 11 14:14). Not even Dasan and Aviram.
Hashem in his infinite lovingkindness performed a second miraculous
splitting of the sea just for them! It was this second splitting that the
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Emunas Itecha says David HaMelech is referring to in Tehillim (136:13),
“To Him who divided the Sea of Reeds into parts, for his kindness endures
forever.” This is the 13" “ki I’olam chasdo” of the chapter, as Hashem
with his 13 Attributes of Mercy, split the sea even for Dasan and Aviram.’

When Yisro heard this exhortation of the purity and redemption of every
Jew coupled with the victory over Amalek’s doubt, he knew the time for
the revelation of Ein Od Milvado had arrived. He rushed to meet Hashem
and Klal Yisrael in the Wilderness. Through Yisro, K/al Yisrael and Kayin
were now ready for a true Kabbalas HaTorah, recognizing the Ein Od
Milvado, and who we really are in our source. The Tree of Life would
finally be eaten.

If only it had ended there. For forty days it lasted with our crowns on our
heads. What went wrong? And why do we not continue to pasken like
Yisro’s number of judges? Why was his derashah relegated to one
mention in the Sifrei and not even found in the Gemara?

At Mount Sinai, Klal Yisrael accepted the Torah out of fear, with the
mountain hanging over us threating our very lives (Shabbos 88a). As the
Or HaChaim teaches regarding Kayin, if we don’t truly and fully want the
Ein Od Milvado, we can’t reach Him and have a true Kabbalas HaTorah.
Consequently, their imperfect acceptance out of fear lasted only forty days
before it shattered. The Generation of the Wilderness was still able to
maintain a relatively supernal existence within the Clouds of Glory, and
with Yisro, could at least still pasken his number of judges. After that
generation failed and Yisro was gone, we were no longer on his level of
Ein Od Milvado and consequently couldn’t pasken like him. The Sifri
(Haazinu 32:2) teaches, “Rabbi Simai says, there isn’t a parshah that
doesn’t contain the resurrection of the dead in it, but we don’t have the
strength to expound it.” Expounding a pasuk, making a drashah, takes a
powerful energy that not just anyone can accomplish. Without Yisro, the
drashah of 31 judges was lost, left as a mere vestige for the future, it’s
hope held by the Darshei Reshumos.

° The Margolios haYam (Sanhedrin 104b) records exactly 12 places in Chazal
where Darshei Reshumos are mentioned. With our understanding of the Tanna
D’Bei Eliyahu, there are precisely 13 places where they are mentioned.
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Part III: Mordechai’s Shavuos

Purim has some mysterious halachos that seem to be contradictory to
halachos followed the rest of the year. The obvious first enigma is the
halachah to drink until one can no longer distinguish between “cursed is
Haman and blessed is Mordechai” (Orach Chaim 695:2). Many poskim
even reject the simple meaning of getting drunk, as that is against our
avodas Hashem. Either way the halachah is, it is still seemingly strange,
and furthermore, it is written in an unusual way. We are required to
“I’vsumei.” What does that word even really mean?

But even if getting drunk isn’t really forbidden the rest of the year, the next
two halachos certainly are. The Rama (ibid 696:8) speaks about the
custom for men to wear the garments of women, and even to wear kilayim
(d’rabanan), a mixture of wool and linen! How could there be such
customs to violate the Torah!? Especially on a day where we reaccepted
the Torah, why would we go against it? And why these two mitzvos
specifically?'®

Tosafos (Sanhedrin 61b) question the actions of Mordechai haTzaddik and
Esther haMalkah. Why did Mordechai refuse to bow down to Haman?
According to Rava, it is permissible to bow down even to an idol if it’s out
of fear, as long as in one’s heart the person is not intending to worship the
idol. The Aruch LaNer strengthens the question, adding that we can’t say
it was the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem Mordechai was performing, since
this took place in the King’s Gate, where there certainly weren’t ten Jews
present. Tosafos’s second answer is that Mordechai could really have
bowed down to Haman, but it was permissible for him to risk his life not
to bow down.

According to this, Mordechai placed the entire Jewish people at risk for
something that was just permissible! It was this lack of bowing that drove

19 Of course, the Mishnah Berurah cites the Poskim who write that these customs
should be abolished, but how could there have been such a custom in the first
place?
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Haman to his final solution of genocide. Yet time and time again,
Mordechai refused to bow, disregarding the consequence. What could be
more important than preventing the death of the entire Jewish people?
Why did Mordechai risk literally everything to not bow down to Haman?!

Mordechai haTzaddik certainly knew that we were at crucial turning point
in our history. The devastation of the churban had only gotten worse, as
we continued to sink in our exile, with many even participating in
Achashverosh’s feast on Shabbos Yom HaKippurim! (Me’am Lo ez 1:5).
Our only salvation would be through Torah. Only a true, renewed
Kabbalas HaTorah would save us. Mordechai was willing to put
everything at risk to prepare Klal Yisrael for this Shavuos. Following the
Torah’s guidance through Yisro, Mordechai knew reaching FEin Od
Milvado was the prerequisite. He therefore looked all the way back to the
source of the problem. The place where Ein Od Milvado was first found
lacking.

It was in Gan Eden when “lo yisboshashu,” Adam tried to reach Ein Od
Milvado with Chavah, but still saw the Serpent as an independent entity.
In that same garden, Chazal see Haman. Finding him in the words
“...From (hamin) the tree I told you not to eat from...” (Chullin 139b).
Haman is the evil in the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Haman is
the Serpent. The same Serpent that needs to be nullified to rectify the
original sin and eat the Tree of Life.

Mordechai accomplishes precisely this. He reaches the pinnacles of Ein
Od Milvado and when confronted with Haman...doesn’t even see him.
How could he bow to nothingness? And what concern was there? At Ein
Od Milvado, all is Hashem, and Klal Yisrael are all His, even the ones who
seemingly sinned at the feast. There was no danger whatsoever.

When Haman arrived to prepare Mordechai for his honorable horse ride,
he asked Mordechai what he was studying. The reply was the korban
omer. Upon hearing this, Haman exclaims that the omer of mere barley
flour had outweighed the ten thousand talents of silver he paid to
exterminate the Jews (Vayikra Rabbah 28:6). Why did the korban omer
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have this power? It is precisely the korban omer that starts the forty-nine-
day rectification period preparing Klal Yisrael for the acceptance of Ein
Od Milvado, allowing the chametz loaves to be brought on Shavuos.
Mordechai was busy teaching us those lessons, knowing the Shavuos that
was under way. It is very fitting then that Haman, the Serpent, proceeds to
serve Mordechai, just as the Gemara (Sanhedrin 59b) teaches that
originally the Serpent was going to be our great servant. Mordechai had
accomplished the rectification.

Esther HaMalkah also embodied this perfection of the realization of Ein
Od Milvado. Tosafos (Sanhedrin 74b) ask how could Esther willingly live
with Achashverosh according to the opinion she was married to
Mordechai? One is required to give up their life before committing
adultery. Tosafos explain that when the Gemara explains Esther was
“karka olam,” motionless, when she lived with Achashverosh, it permitted
even adultery. However, the Midrash teaches that the Shechinah send a
sheid to live with Achashverosh in the guise of Esther and she didn’t live
with him."" Which one really happened? Did Esther live with
Achashverosh or not?

When Mordechai tells Esther to go willingly to Achashverosh, she
understands what’s happening. It is time to perfect the previous
shortcomings of Ein Od Milvado. She responds to Mordechai by adding
that with this goal in mind all of Kla/ Yisrael must assemble as one. Just
like at Mount Sinai, all Jews need to be together, recognizing the essence
of our existence as one unified soul with Hashem. Then they must fast for
three days to remove the identity of the body and become the pure spiritual
beings we truly are, just as Adam was attempting to accomplish with
Chavah that first day. Only then would Esther be able to go willingly, and
undo the mistake. This time, when she would be confronted with the evil
Serpent, Achashverosh, she won’t see him or let him inject his filth.
Instead, she would be karka olam, not experiencing the filth at all.

" Midrash d’R’ Shimon Devarim 276b
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Perhaps this is how to reconcile the Gemara and the Midrash. Esther
reached the true heights of Ein Od Milvado, her essence clinging to the
Shechinah as she became karka olam. She didn’t experience any evil as
whatever dregs of a body was left physically living with Achashverosh
was merely a sheid, not truly Esther.!?

The Gemara (Megillah 15a) teaches that Esther was concerned of no
longer being permitted to Mordechai, her husband, if she willingly went
to Achashverosh. She says “if I am lost, I am lost.” The Gemara
understands the double expression to imply, just as I am lost from my
father’s house, I will become lost from you. However, having succeeded
as karka olam, Esther did remain permissible to live with Mordechai her
true husband, rectifying Chavah’s becoming defiled and losing her
husband Adam for 130 years. Chavah might have become lost from her
house, but Esther unified in her house. Esther listened to Mordechai,
unlike Chavah who didn’t listen to Adam, or Kayin who didn’t listen to
Hevel '

Mordechai and Esther reached heights unlike ever before. Generations
after Mount Sinai, Mordechai and Esther brought us to the level of finally
wanting the Torah and accepting it out of love (Shabbos 88a). “The Jews
established and accepted upon themselves...” (Esther 9:27). Finally, a true
Shavuos, completely accepting Hashem, His Torah and the Jewish people
as one. The true Ein Od Milvado. Purim certainly is the ultimate holiday
of supernal happiness, as Klal Yisrael and our Creator finally reunite as
one.

With this understanding we can now have a greater appreciation for the
mitzvos of Purim. All four mitzvos of the day involve and represent Jewish

12 Even if Esther did this every time she lived with Achashverosh, her previous
encounters were forced. This time she was required to go willingly, which would
require a tremendously greater level of perfection to cling to the Shechinah as a
willing participant in an unholy act.

13 Fitting that the first appearance of the word Esther in the Torah is when Kayin
exclaims to Hashem “...and from your face I will be hidden from...” (Bereishis
4:14).
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unity. We give gifts to each other and the poor, feast together and read the
Megillah specifically in public. But what about the unity of us with
Hashem?

Perhaps the key to understand this is attempting to translate the mitzvah to
become drunk in a different way. We a required to “/’vsumei,” but what
does that word really mean? The Targum (Shemos 15:25) brings this word
as a translation for the Hebrew “masak,” sweeten, when Moshe sweetens
the bitter water. Therefore, we are expected to sweeten on Purim. What
does it mean to sweeten in the Torah?

R’ Moshe Shapiro zt”l, (Afikei Mayim, Yomim Noraim §6), reveals the
secret of this word. It refers to taking the apparent hiddenness of Hashem
in the world and revealing the Ein Od Milvado within it. Even though there
is a seeming detached existence from Hashem, we sweeten it, reconnecting
it to Him. How far are we required to sweeten on Purim? Ad d’lo yada,
until the unknown. What is the unknown? The Malbim explains this is the
place where the created world touches the Ein Od Milvado. This was the
limit of the level which Moshe Rabbeinu was granted to see in the cleft of
the rock when Hashem revealed his 13 Attributes of Mercy. The ultimate
level of Ein Od Milvado a created being can reach. This is how high we
must reach on Purim.

The gematria of 1R 7112 12 is 697, the same gematria of P p°ny with
the kollel. “I watched as thrones were set up, and 727 p°ny (Ancient Days)
sat, His garment was white as snow and the hair on His head was like
clean, white wool” (Daniel 7:9). Chazal (Sanhedrin 38b) explains that this
pasuk teaches us what it means when we refer to Hashem as 1»7 pony. The
pasuk mentions thrones in the plural, as 127 pny has two thrones, one for
din (judgement and limitation) and one for tzedakah (undeserved and
unbounded charity). One God, with two seemingly opposite thrones. p°ny
7Y is the place where the limited existence (din), is united and revealed
to be one and the same as the unbounded revelation of zzedakah. These
two chairs in the Gemara are also called one throne and one footstool, or
one for Him and one for David. The Malbim (Devarim 33:3) explains that
when Hashem runs the world through His throne, he is emanating His
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goodness and revealing Himself. When the world is run though the
footstool, it is a hidden guidance, seemingly following nature. The goal is
to realize that while there are two opposite thrones, they are really used by
one God, and in truth the reality is there is no difference between the two.

The Gemara brings this very pasuk as one that heretics use to claim there
are multiple powers, since there are multiple thrones. Chazal retort that
this pasuk teaches the opposite. It is teaching us that this world of seeming
multiplicity is in reality only Ein Od Milvado.

It is also fitting that the throne of judgement is called David. Who in
Jewish History suffered so much, yet remained a complete tzaddik, as
David HaMelech? David HaMelech saw only the Ein Od Milvado, and
none of the tragedies or darkness could blind this from him. As he says,
“Were I to say ‘Surely darkness will shadow me, then the night would be
illuminated around me. Even darkness obscures not from You, and night
like the day shines; the darkness is the same as the light” (7ehillim 139:11-
12). David HaMelech reached the place where the two thrones were in
reality only one. There are three partners in the creation of a person: the
father, the mother, and Hashem (Bereishis Rabbah 22:2). Beautifully then,
the gematria of Yehudah, Tamar and Hashem, is the same as 727 p°ny.
Together they produced a David HaMelech who reached the level of pny
717, the level Adam lost when he failed. It is also fitting that the gematria
of MIR N2 P2 is 1Y Pony, since baruch and arur, Mordechai and Haman,
are the two thrones of 11 p°ny, which are really one.

How does Daniel describe 1n1° pny? “I watched as thrones were set up,
and 12 pny (Ancient Days) sat, His garment was white as snow and the
hair on His head was like clean, white wool” (Daniel 7:9). We easy
recognize the “white as snow and white wool” from Yeshayah (1:18), “...if
your sins are like scarlet, they will become white as snow; if they become
red as crimson, they shall become like white wool.” How fitting that at this
very lofty level of p»» pny, with the unity of Hashem, comes the
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revelation of the inner, pure soul of a Jew; that no matter how outwardly
stained it becomes, is truly still white as snow and wool.'

With this we can understand part of our responsibility on Purim. The
holiday which truly revealed that the most intense darkness Klal Yisrael
ever faced in reality had no existence. The Megillah doesn’t even mention
Hashem’s name, since it is unnecessary, as all is Hashem! The day which
“...was flipped for them from sadness to happiness, from mourning
(darkness) to a holiday (goodness)...” (Esther 9:22), revealing the unity
of the thrones. “In order that those from the east and the west shall know
that there is nothing besides Me; I am Hashem, and there is no other. I
form light and create darkness, make peace and create evil; [ am Hashem,
the Maker of all of these.” (Yeshayah 45:6-7). At the end of Purim day,
lifting higher and higher, we are exhorted to “sweeten the din until the
level of the unknowable head, 1Pn» P°ny. We are exhorted to know Ein Od
Milvado. A true Kabbalas HaTorah.

But what is the connection between this and wearing shaatnez and
women’s clothing? And still, why are Yisro’s lessons taught through
judges?

“And Kayin said to Hevel his brother, and it was when they were in the
field, and Kayin rose to Hevel his brother and killed him” (Bereishis 4:8).
Something is clearly missing in that pasuk. What was the conversation that
led to murder?!

The Targum Yonasan fills in the words... “And Kayin said to Hevel his
brother, ‘come and let’s both go outside.” When they both went outside
Kayin answered and said to Hevel ‘I see that the world was created with
rachamim, but it is not guided with reward for good deeds and favoritism
is shown in judgement, for why was your korban accepted and my korban

14 This is a clear connection between Purim and Yom HaKippurim. We further
see this in how the word Purim mean lots and the mitzvah on Yom Kippur which
cleanses us of our sins is the seir [’azazel, chosen by lots. A lottery, which
outwardly appears to be chance, is in fact all controlled by the will of Hashem.
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from me was not accepted with ratzon?’ Hevel answered and said to Kayin
‘The world was created with rachamim and it is guided with reward for
good deeds, and there is no favoritism in judgement, and since my avodah
was better than yours it was accepted with ratzon.” Kayin answered and
said to Hevel ‘There is no judgement, and no judge, and no World to
Come, and no good reward for the zzadikkim, and no collecting from the
reshaim.” Hevel answered and said to Kayin ‘There is judgement, and
there is a Judge, and there is a World to Come, and there is good reward
for the tzadikkim, and there is a collection from the reshaim.” And on these
matters they fought on the face of the outside. And Kayin rose on Hevel
his brother and sunk a stone in his forehead and killed him.”

In the beginning of his life, Kayin understood avodas ha’adam. We are
not malachim, rather we have free will and are required to “choose life”
over evil. Kayin worked on his avodah for forty-nine days and thought he
had fulfilled his purpose. However, when his avodah was rejected, instead
of seeing the flaw in himself, he saw it as negating the importance of
avodas ha’adam. He became a heretic, not of Hashem’s existence, but of
our purpose in the world. Judgement, reward and punishment only make
sense in a world of free will where an avodah is required of us. If there is
no avodah and free will, it is just a world of an outpouring of Hashem’s
infinite goodness to all, regardless of deserving. It is a world of favoritism
is judgment, where people get good things even though they don’t deserve
1t.

According to him, it follows that this physical world has no purpose for
holiness since its avodah is irrelevant. Fittingly, the Midrash (Bereishis
Rabbah 22:7) records that Kayin told Hevel he has no place on the Earth
and he should fly in the air. To Kayin, holiness has no need to be here in a
physical world with a physical body, so he did the only logical act — return
the holy one, Hevel, to his source in Heaven.

When confronted by Hashem for his murder, Kayin responds, “I did not
know I was my brother’s keeper” (Bereishis 4:9). According to the
Malbim, he meant it. He didn’t know he had any free will or responsibility.
Kayin had fallen to heresy, rejecting free will, and the avodah of man.
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Hashem responds to him “...the voice of your brother’s bloods cries out
to Me from the ground” (ibid. 4:10). Kayin was wrong, Hevel’s blood was
connected to the ground, the physical world, as the avodah of man is real.
Hevel belonged on Earth and killing him was murder. Kayin had failed.

What is a Torah judge? An ultimate expression of the avodas ha’adam. A
judge must take the Torah and use his personal abilities to determine the
emes. They become a synthesis of Torah and man. But this task is fraught
with peril. Rav (Sanhedrin 7b) states that when he would go to his job as
a judge, he viewed it as if he were going to his death. A judge needs to
acknowledge their own independence and abilities and then nullify them
to Hashem, rendering a decision without any personal desires influencing
the decision. They can’t just pretend their abilities don’t exist, as they have
to use them. But use them in complete submission to the Torah.

The ground did two things on the third day of creation of its own accord;
one was praiseworthy and one was incorrect. Hashem commanded the
trees to reproduce “according to their species,” but not the grasses. Yet the
grasses made a kal vachomer; if trees, which naturally sprout in an
organized manner were commanded to stick to their species, how much
more so should we, who sprout in a jumbled mixture, need to stick to our
species (Chullin 60a). Chazal say this was so praiseworthy that the Sar
Ha’Olam responded “May the glory of Hashem endure forever and may
Hashem rejoice in His works” (Tehillim 104:31).

Yet on that same day, the trees also made another judgement of their own.
When Hashem commanded that the trees should be completely edible
fruit, the trees reasoned that this would cause them to be eaten and
destroyed. Therefore, it would be best to have wooden, inedible trunks and
to produce edible fruits. This was considered a sin and the ground was
cursed with Adam after his sin as a punishment (Bereishis Rabbah 5:9).
What’s the difference?! Both of these decisions were logical judgements,
yet one was correct and the other was wrong. Furthermore, do plants really
have free will that they made these choices?
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Perhaps Hashem was trying to teach Adam a lesson before his test. Adam
would ultimately be faced with a choice to eat of the Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil. He would have to use his free will, his independence,
his avodah, to determine the proper conclusion as to which decision
Hashem would want. Adam reasoned that Hashem really wanted him to
eat from that Tree (see Daas Tevunos §40). Why was his decision wrong?

When the grasses made their decision there was a crucial difference. They
made a kal vachomer. They used their independence only in the
framework of the Torah. Therefore, it was emes. The trees however didn’t
use the guidance of the Torah and simply relied on their judgement. This
was incorrect. Perhaps Hashem, who wanted to teach Adam this valuable
lesson, caused this to happen to show Adam that only when a person’s
avodah is completely subjected to Torah is it good. Adam failed, and made
his decision based on his own self, not nullified to the Torah, the Tree of
Life, which had said not to eat.

Kayin continued the same chain of mistakes. Hevel was like Moshe,
fleeting, not really part of this world. His real place was in Heaven, but he
comes down to bring the Torah with him. Kayin should have been like
Aharon, charged with the Avodah. Aharon followed everything Moshe
instructed him, never veering from Toras Moshe. Unlike Kayin who killed
Hevel, Aharon unified with Moshe, nullifying himself to Moshe and the
Torah. “The Torah of truth was in [Aharon’s] mouth” (Malachi 2:6). This
is how the Malbim understands the roles of Moshe and Aharon (reish
Parshas Tetzaveh). Moshe brings the Torah, the spiritual, down; and
Aharon works the world, the physical, elevating it to Hashem. Had Kayin
done the same with Hevel, he would have certainly succeeded.

Yisro comes to rectify this through teaching us about judges. We are about
to receive the Torah, with our crucial roles in using our personal abilities
to both understand the Torah (learning Torah Shebaal Peh) and applying
the Torah to halachah. The Sanhedrin fulfill both these roles in one. But
we must first understand that this great role can only be accomplished
properly with the acceptance of Ein Od Milvado and correspondingly all
of our avodah must be subsumed to Hashem’s will.
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This can now explain the two mysterious customs of wearing shaatnez and
women’s clothing on Purim. Reaching the level of Ein Od Milvado allows
for Adam and Chavabh, the body and the soul, the physical and the spiritual,
to finally unite as originally intended. The male, Adam, can now be
clothed in the woman, Chavah, but still be a male. The physical becomes
a pure vessel for the spiritual to shine through. Just as they were both called
Adam before they were separated, when the physical is completely
nullified to the spiritual, it is called the spiritual also. The women’s clothes
are now transformed into man’s clothes. They are one and the same. In the
rectified state of Purim, it fits to wear them.

The next paradigm of body and soul were Kayin and Hevel. Kayin brought
the physical desires, flax, to Hashem and Hevel brought the spiritual
choicest part, represented by the sheep. This mixture of wool and linen
sadly failed and shaatnez became forbidden (Pirkei D 'Rebbi Eliezer §21).
On Purim however, with the unification of Ein Od Milvado, the wool and
linen can finally be worn together in perfect unity. Just as Aharon and his
sons, only when preforming the Avodah in complete accordance with the
Torah, wear that same mixture of wool and linen in their garments.

The Rama (Orach Chaim 694:1) also teaches the halachah that someone
who hurts his friend on Purim is exempt from paying damages. At the
supernal level of Ein Od Milvado, when we all recognize the true, inner
beauty of every Jew, Klal Yisrael lovingly pass over the outer faults of one
another and only see the true, pure Jew inside.

Parshas Yisro comes to teach us foundations for a true Kabbalas
HaTorah. The acceptance of Ein Od Milvado. A true, complete acceptance
out of love, where we see that there is nothing real or good besides
Hashem, and therefore, we desire nothing else. An acceptance where we
see the true beauty of being a Jew, a piece of God, and how every Jew is
this pure, radiant being. An acceptance that we must take this gift of life,
free will and avodah from Hashem and return it to him by submitting
ourselves completely to his will.
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Avraham Avinu and a Bar Mitzvah Bachur
Eli Dixler

With the command of lech lecha, Hashem gave Avraham his first test and
first mitzvah. In telling him to journey to a strange land, Hashem promised
him many blessings. Avraham passed not only this test, he passed nine
more tests and lived a life full of mitzvos. Avraham’s mitzvos must have
been incredible! Chazal say that the simple talk of Eliezer, Avraham’s
servant, is better than the Torah given on Har Sinai. If the servant’s talk is
so valuable, then Avraham’s talk, and certainly whatever he did, is much
better. Chazal also tell us that Avraham kept the whole Torah (Yoma 25)
before it was given 500 years later. We can’t even imagine how great his
mitzvos were!

With this introduction, let’s ask, whose mitzvos are better: those of
Avraham or those of a bar mitzvah bachur? This sounds like a silly
question, but the Gemara (Kiddushin 31a) states that mitzvos done when
required are better than mitzvos performed when not required. According
to the Ramban (Bereishis 26:5), although Avraham kept all the mitzvos,
they were not required; he did them as an 7w m¥n 1R, In contrast, a
“bar mitzvah” is defined as someone who now possesses and is required
to do mitzvos. Consequently, more reward is given for mitzvos performed
after bar mitzvah than before bar mitzvah, when the reward is for a
voluntary mitzvah. Based on the Gemara in Kiddushin, we should
conclude that the mitzvos of the new bar mitzvah bachur are better than
those of Avraham!

Somehow this doesn’t sound right. How can the mitzvos of a young man
be greater than those of Avraham?

In that same Gemara, Rav Yosef, who was blind, at first thought 71%¥7 1°R

7wy was better and said he would make a party if the halachah determined
a blind person was not required to do mitzvos. After hearing 7wy AN¥n is
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better, he then said he would a make party if a blind person is required to
do mitzvos. Why did he initially think 7wy 7mxn 11°R is better?

The Gemara (Makos 23b) states that Moshe received 613 mitzvos,
otherwise known as “taryag,” from Har Sinai. This is the source that the
Torah contains 613 mitzvos: 365 corresponding to the days of the year and
248 correspond to the limbs of the body. The problem with the count is
you will find significantly more than 613 commandments in the Torah.
Beginning with R’ Saadya Gaon in the 9™ century, there have been many
sefarim written to define which mitzvos are included in the count and
which are excluded. Some of the more well know sefarim include:
Halachos Gedolos, Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvos, Sefer Mitzvos Gedolah,
Sefer Mitzvos Ketanah, and of course the Chinuch. Interestingly, there is
an entire sefer that catalogues the other sefarim written on this topic! Why
is there so much focus on determining which mitzvos are included in

taryag?

Mishnah Berurah (introduction to Shabbos) explains that each limb of a
person’s body in olam habah receives its life force from one of the taryag
mitzvos a person performed during his lifetime. Some mitzvos correspond
to minor limbs, like a pinky, and others to major organs. Missing an
important mitzvah such as Shabbos will prevent life in Olam HaBa from
being giving to a major body organ such as the heart. To have a full body,
a person needs to perform all the mitzvos. In addition, Ramchal (Daas
Tevunos) says the concept of 02w Np°n, spiritual repair of the world, is
accomplished only when mitzvos are being done by those who are required
to do them. According to R’ Yeruchem Perla (introduction §10 to R’
Saadya Gaon), mitzvos not included in taryag are still mitzvos, but are not
required mitzvos. For these reasons, so many sefarim were written to
identify which mitzvos are included in this count.

R’ Gedalyah Shor (Or Gedalyahu, parshas Chayei Sarah) explains why

even the simple words of Eliezer, and certainly the avos, were so
important. The avos had a complete, unselfish focus on Hashem’s mission:
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to cause the world to recognize and serve Him as the Creator. Their avodah
was completely /ishmah and focused on the deep spiritual consequence of
every action. As a result, Avraham ascended to the highest levels of
spirituality possible for a human, becoming part of the 71ow% 725w -
helping to bring Hashem’s presence into the world. But how was this 777°n
a7 possible when Avraham was 2w Axn 11K?

It’s amazing what Avraham was able to accomplish. Without mitzvos,
writes Sefer Ha'lkarim (perek 31), it would be nearly impossible for
anyone to achieve the high levels of avodas Hashem - to serve Him with
love, fear and all of one’s heart and soul. Recognizing this, Hashem gave
us mitzvos we must use to achieve these heights. With this he explains the
oft-quoted pasuk (Devarim 10:12-13): ““Jayn 2R P78 1 71, What does
Hashem your G-d ask from you? Only to fear Him...walk in all his
ways...love Him...serve Him with all your soul.” Instead of asking us to
follow a very difficult path without mitzvos, which very few could
achieve, Hashem asks us instead “to keep the mitzvos of Hashem” to reach
great spiritual heights.

With this we can explain how Avraham was different. Before mn jnn it
was possible for an exceptional person to achieve high levels of nyimn,
but only with almost super-human effort. Avraham was doing mitzvos
with such great kavanah that he was able to achieve what no one else in
his generation could achieve.

Now after 770 07, due to the great importance of these mitzvos to our
own N1 and 07w PPon, the v fights to keep us from doing them
(Tosafos, Avodah Zara 3a). Although, of course, even mitzvos that are not
required will be rewarded, the one required to do them receives additional
reward due to the extra effort to fight off the Juw. It’s possible that R’ Yosef
thought being 7w 71¥n 1R due to blindness was greater since we see
that Avraham was able to achieve the largest rewards and levels of n1imn
as an w1 ¥ 1°K. However, upon learning that now that we have taryag
mitzvos T XN is actually greater, he realized he was mistaken.
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Now that we are nww) m¥n and we know what is included in faryag
mitzvos, what can we learn from Avraham? In Shemoneh Esrei we praise
Hashem as the “nmax »7om 707 — He remembers the chesed of the avos.”
Only Avraham was famous for this 70m, so why does it mention all the
avos? MaR >7o1 here doesn’t refer to kindness; rather, it refers to the my7°on
of the avos — how all the avos went beyond what was required. We can
learn this from Avraham. We can go beyond the minimum requirements
to now perform mitzvos lishmah and with full kavanah. Then we will
deserve the greatest reward.

The power of Torah is in the spiritual light — the M. The Baal HaTurim
calculates the gematria of the words “X7 NX” in N*WX"2 Twyn to be 613,
the same value of “771n2 — in the Torah.” This means through the taryag
mitzvos contained in the Torah we will merit the great light of 827 09w,
each mitzvah providing spiritual light to one part of the body. As we
conclude Shemoneh Esrei every day we ask Hashem to rebuild the n»a
wIpni and say “Jn7IN2 wpon 1M — provide us our Torah portion”. When
the Beis HaMikdash is rebuilt, our access to the light in Torah and mitzvos
will be much greater than today. May Hashem give us this light with the
rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash 1112 71an2.
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The Kohanim’s Mitzvos
Meshulem Goldfeder

I would like to talk a little about mitzvos that only a small percentage of
people are able to do. They are the mitzvos of the Kohanim. This status is
important to me because my father and his father are Kohanim, and it
seemed that it would be nice to carry on the family tradition. Although
there are many jokes regarding this — it has not always been a family
business. The “Kohen status” was originally given to firstborn male
children. They lost it. It was then given to the Kohanim/Shevet Levi. This
was given to them because they did what needed to be done — even though
it went against the tide. Eleven other shevatim worshiped the eigel
hazahav. Shevet Levi DID NOT. Interestingly, in Parshas Noach, we find
someone else who went against the tide to do what was right — Noach.

Here is another interesting thought along the same lines. The pasuk says,
mm79000 DIPRTTNR POV T 0°R POIX R 1 03 N9 a9, These are the
offspring of Noach — Noach was a righteous man, perfect in his
generations;, Noach walked with Hashem.

There are two peshatim in Rashi — one as a shevach (praise) and one as a
genai (a negative connotation). A question that can be asked: why would
Rashi and other Meforshim say a pshat that hurts Noach’s reputation,
when they can just as easily say a pshat that praises him?

I would like to say that although on the surface it is not so good, this is a
valuable lesson for future generations — US. The so called genai was that
he was only a tzaddik in his generation, but had he lived in Avraham’s
generation, he would have been no better than average. However, when
you think about it, even though this may be disparaging in a certain sense,
it is very complementary and commendable in another, and it sends an
important message to all of us. We don’t need to be the next Gadol HaDor
to have a lasting impact. Noach, according to this pshat was just a regular
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guy but he KNEW BETTER than to participate in the wrongdoings of the
people of his generation. HE was the one to keep civilization going —
because he knew what was right.
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Elisha Baal Kanafayim

Binyamin Meyer

The Gemara in Shabbos (130a) says that any mitzvah that the Bnei Yisrael
were willing to moser nefesh for rather than follow an evil decree of the
government they still strong keep strongly. Two examples of this are bris
milah and not worshiping idols. Any mitzvah that the Bnei Yisrael did not
give up their life for is weak in their hands. The example for this is the
mitzvah of tefillin.

The Gemara then brings the statement of R’ Yannai, who said that wearing
tefillin requires a clean guf'like Elisha Baal Kanafayim.

The Gemara asks why Elisha is called Baal Kanafayim, which means “the
owner of wings.” The Gemara explains that one time the malchus decreed
that anyone caught wearing tefillin would get their scalp ripped off. One
day Elisha was wearing his tefillin in the street when an officer of the
ruling malchus saw him. Elisha ran away, but the officer caught up to him.
Elisha quickly took his shel rosh off and put it in his hands. The officers
asked what he had there, and he said dove wings. He opened his hands and
lo and behold he had a set of dove wings. This explains the name Baal
Kanafayim.

We need to understand — what did Rav Yannai bring Elisha Baal
Kanafayim to prove? We have a three-way machlokes to answer this.

1. Rashi explains that since only Elisha was careful to keep his guf clean,
it seems that the rest of Klal Yisrael was not careful in this way.

2. Tosafos bring Rabbeinu Shmuel who argues and says that the proof that
Klal Yisrael was weak in the mitzvah of tefillin is from Elisha Baal
Kanafayim himself. For this story shows someone who was not moser
nefesh for his tefillin, because he took them off. We see that Klal Yisrael
did not take tefillin seriously.
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What is Tosafos s proof to his mehalech that this one case about someone
taking there tefillin off is a proof that tefillin is a mitzvah that is weak for
Klal Yisrael? Tosafos are basing this on the Gemara’s proving that Klal
Yisrael is strong in their not doing avodah zarah from an individual case
of Chananya, Mishael and Azaryah were moser nefesh to prove that is a
mitzvah that is still strong. Tosafos clearly see that all the Gemara needs
to make this rule is one case. Now, since tefillin was put in the weak
category, this one-time story of Elisha Baal Kanafayim is proving that it
is a mitzvah that is weak.

Similarly, the Rif'in a combination answer learns that we are to learn two
things: (a) he was able to wear his tefillin the whole day since only he had
guf naki, but (b) also that its weak since he took them off.

3. Tosafos in Baba Basra quoting our story say that the Gemara is bringing
a proof that you can only wear tefillin with a guf naki like Elisha. But the
story is not talking about Klal Yisrael taking the mitzvah of tefillin
seriously or not.

Let’s get back to the story. You may be wondering how Elisha Baal
Kanafayim was allowed to wear tefillin at all if there was a decree that
could get you killed. Tefillin is not yaharog ve al yaavor?

The Ramban explains based on the Gemara in Sanhedrin that the question
we should be asking is how Elisha Baal Kanafayim was allowed to take
off his tefillin? The Gemara says that a// mitzvos are yaharog ve’al avor
when it is a shaas hashmad, meaning when the other nations want to stop
us from doing mitzvos. All mitzvos are yaharog ve’al avor in that case
since you are making a statement that you do not want to be a yid. So now
we need to know how he was able to take them off.

The Ramban offers two answers. First, the Gemara in Sanhedrin is only in

a case where you are going to be forced to do an aveirah, but here he only
was not actively fulfilling a mitzvah. The second answer is since they can
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could force you to be without tefillin you are not mechuyav to give up your
life for it. Also, as is clear from the Gemara, not everyone wore tefillin the
whole day since they could not maintain a guf naki. Elisha Baal Kanafayim
could have taken his tefillin off and no one would know why.

We have another two questions we need to deal with. How could Elisha
lie? And how could he rely on a nes?

The Ritva says that the Gemara’s continuation explains his answer. When
Elisha Baal Kanafayim responded that he was carrying dove wings, he was
not lying. He was referring to the tefillin. This is because tefillin can be
compared to as kanfei yonah, wings of a dove. When a yonah gets
attacked, one wing is used to fight and the other wing is used to protect its
children. Tefillin too protect Klal Yisrael.

By the way, this is the mekor to the halachah in Orach Chaim (§28) that
we should wrap the rerzuos of the tefillin shel rosh on both sides like a
dove. Some wrap all the retzuos shel rosh on one side and the retzuos shel
yad on the other side to look like a dove.

The Raah gives another answer. Elisha actually did not lie, nor did he
rely on a nes! The Raah holds that when Elisha took off his tefillin he
saw that they had changed to kanfei yonah before he said that he was
holding kanfei yonah! Therefore, he neither lied nor relied on a nes.
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A True Talmid
Mendy Siff

The last mwn in MX*¥1 19X deals with the following ma%:.

1) If one sees his own lost object and his father’s lost object,
retrieving his own lost object takes precedence over retrieving his
father’s lost object.

2) If he sees his own lost object and his rebbi’s lost object, his own
lost object still takes precedence.

3) But if he sees his father’s lost object and his rebbi’s lost object,
returning his rebbi’s lost object takes precedence over returning
his father’s lost object.

The mwn says that the reason is because his father only brings him into
71 091w, while his rebbi, who teaches him Torah, brings him to X277 7Ww.
The mawn then lists other circumstances where there is a conflict between
a son’s obligation to his father and his obligation to his rebbi and how
those conflicts are resolved.

The 73 on this m1wn explains that of course, when the n1wn talks about a
rebbi, it refers to a rebbi P2, a person’s primary rebbi who is so closely
tied to the person’s success in learning that it can be said of him, that he
brings him to X2;7 22,

The & 13 then records the following incident: Rav Chisda asked his rebbi,
Rav Huna: We know what the din is with a rebbi P21, but what about a
12917 XY 70N, a talmid whose rebbi is dependent on him, the 717n?
Does this type of rebbi also have precedence over his father?

Rav Huna took this question to mean that Rav Chisda considered himself
not a 7170, but a 12712 7% 70N, suggesting that Rav Huna needed him.
Rav Huna therefore responded with a strong rebuke. He said, X701 X700

"9 N2 R 77 RI2°X R, Chisda, Chisda, I do not need you! You need me!
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The x7m3 then states that Rav Huna and Rav Chisda had a falling out over
this incident and they were so upset at each other that they refused to visit
each other.

The X3 recounts that Rav Chisda fasted forty o°n°ivn because he insulted
his rebbi, Rav Huna. Likewise, Rav Huna fasted forty o°n*1vn, because he
wrongfully accused Rav Chisda of chutzpa.

My great-great-great grandfather, Rav Gershon Mendel Ziv, after whom I
am named, was a great 777 and p*7%. Both of these qualities are displayed
in how he reconciles this exchange that is seemingly uncharacteristic of
two great °X711X. He asks:

Why did Rav Huna bear a grudge against Rav Chisda? If Rav Huna was
Rav Chisda’s rebbi, there can be nothing wrong with asking what the
halachah demands of their relationship! It must be then, that Rav Chisda
in fact knew that his relationship with his rebbi Rav Huna was not a
relationship of 12717 7% 1%, and that in fact Rav Huna did not need
Rav Chisda. In which case, my Zaydeh asks, the ®°w1p is then on Rav
Chisda. Why would Rav Chisda bring up a relationship of 17 7% 7n%n
121 if he didn’t have that relationship with Rav Huna?

That is my Zaydeh’s X*v1p and he answers it from a X713 in M.

The X713 on 1 77 says that "» 2% 27 learned min noon by Rav Chisda. The
X3 then asks, how it could be that *»°aR °27 learned ninan by Rav Chisda?
It was the opposite! Rav Chisda considered himself a 7n%n of »»2x *27!
Rav Chisda even said that °»°aX 27 hit him many times for not
remembering the 2°1>7 of how many times a 17 N2 must announce the sale
of property of o>mn>. Clearly Rav Chisda was a 7°1%n of *»°2X *27 and not
vice versa.
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The 3 resolves this conflict by explaining that indeed Rav Chisda WAS
a 7°n7n of "n*ar °27, but "2 °27 forgot M Non so he traveled to Rav
Chisda to be re-taught the noon from his own 7n%n.

My Zaydeh uses this X723 to answer his question on the troublesome story
of Rav Chisda and Rav Huna.

When Rav Chisda asked the question to Rav Huna about what the 17 is for
a 12717 XY 70 he actually was referring to himself, because he was
indeed a 12172 7% 720, However, he clearly was a 12717 7% 7270 in
his relationship with Rav Avimi, and not in his relationship with Rav
Huna. By asking his question to his rebbi, Rav Huna, he didn’t mean to
suggest that Rav Huna needed him. He was asking about his relationship
as a 12177 1% 7non to Rav Avimi.

As soon as this came to light, both Rav Huna and Rav Chisda regretted
their mistake. Rav Huna felt bad for thinking that Rav Chisda was
disrespectful to him by suggesting that he was a 12717 7°7%) 7120 and Rav
Chisda felt bad for asking a question, that although legitimate in context,
suggested that he was demeaning Rav Huna.
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Baruch Shepatrani
Doni Weichbrod

We all know that the father of every Bar Mitzvah boy, when the boy has
his first Aliyah after becoming Bar Mitzvah, makes the following
berachah — Baruch Shepatrani Mei’onsho Shel Zeh. This berachah relates
to the culpability that exists between the father and son, which ceases once
the child reaches thirteen years of age.

Interestingly, this berachah is not found anywhere in Shas. The source for
the berachah is found in a Midrash in Parshas Toldos (25:27). The pasuk
states:

D77 2 0 WK 2P AP UK T YT UK Y oM 2w T

And the youths grew up, upon which Chazal expound in the Midrash
Rabbah:

IIYIY T MY T TPRLI M, TIP3 TY 1222 99177 DTN TR Y9N 021N
a1 oY wyn.

Rebbi Elazar says: one is obligated to take care of his son until he reaches
the age of thirteen, after which he should say baruch shepatrani mei’onsho
shel zeh — Blessed is the One Who has freed me from the punishment of
this one.

This halachah is brought by the Rama quoting this Midrash (Orach Chaim
225:2): There is an opinion that when one’s son becomes Bar Mitzvah, he
should say “Baruch atah Hashem Elokeinu Melech haolam shepatrani
mei’onsho shel zeh.” The Rama concludes that it is better to say the
berachah without shem u’malchus.

The Mishnah Berurah writes that the berachah should be stated the first
time the boy is called up to the Torah following his Bar Mitzvah.

This halachah creates a host of questions, including:

1. The berachah is very unclear on who the pronoun of “zeh” is
addressing. Is it the father who is patur from the obligation on the
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son, or is the son patur from being punished for the father’s
misdeeds?

2. Why does the Rama have the hesitation to use Hashem’s name
when making the berachah?

3. Lastly, what is the significance of making the berachah at the
child’s first Aliyah LeTorah after becoming Bar Mitzvah, even if
it is not the day that he becomes Bar Mitzvah?

When it comes to who is petur from whom — there is a dispute brought by
the Be’er Heitev. He first states that the petur is on the father for being
punished for the sons aveiros (this is the opinion of the Magen Avraham).
However, he also cites the opinion of the Levush that the punishment
removed is on the son for the father’s aveiros. Both approaches are
problematic, as why should the son be punished for the father’s
transgressions according to the Levush, but even a bigger question is on
the approach of the Be ‘er Heitev, which the Chafetz Chaim, in the Mishnah
Berurah , also brings as the only reason. What kind of aveirah can a child
(under 13) do that he would be liable for, or would cause others — his father
— to be liable for? The simplest approach, is that the father is responsible
for the chinuch of his son, so if the father did not perform his chinuch
obligation correctly, any mitzvah the child missed out on, when he should
have been doing it — it is because of the father’s lack of chinuch.

However, the Levush’s explanation, has an additional problem — if the
reason for the berachah is the son getting punished for the father’s sins,
then the child should be the one making the berachah?!

The Elyah Rabbah explains that this could be based on the Gemara in
Shabbos that states that anyone that causes others to be punished because
of them, they cannot come into the inner area of the Shechinah. So, the
pshat in the Levush is that the father is making the berachah because the
father would have caused the child to be punished due to a lack of chinuch.
The father would then be punished bidei Shamayim. This is the kavanah
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of the father when making the berachah — being relieved of this possibility
of being punished because he caused his son to be punished.

Additionally, the Chafetz Chaim himself, continues in the Mishnah
Berurah, that even though the father’s obligation in chinuch is complete,
his son, like any other Yid, now has a chiyuv to keep all the mitzvos of the
Torah, and the father, like any other Yid, is responsible to give tochachah
if he sees his son doing something wrong and needs to correct him. So,
while the father would not be punished for the son’s actions, he would be
punished for not correcting the son, even if after his bar mitzvah.

Rav Moshe zatzal, in Dibros Moshe on Kiddushin, explains this dichotomy
somewhat differently. The Gemara in Kiddushin states (30a):

M PRI QWY T I0NWR MR T TR0 027 370 ' "1977 00 DY v ()an
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Teach your son according to his ways, Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi
Nechemiah disagree, one says from sixteen until twenty-two, and one says
from eighteen until twenty-four.

This seems to indicate that the mitzvah of chinuch continues well past the
age of Bar Mitzvah. So, how do we reconcile this with the completion of
chinuch at 13? And if the mitzvah of chinuch is not complete at 13, what
is the purpose of the berachah of Baruch Shepatrani?

Rav Moshe answers that there are really two mitzvos of chinuch. There is
a mitzvah of chinuch of hisraglus, teaching a child to do mitzvos as part
of a routine, and the chinuch of hadrachah, teaching the child the proper
derech in life and how to lead a life of Torah and mitzvos. The chinuch of
hisraglus begins when a child is at the “age of chinuch” — when he is old
enough to understand how to do to the mitzvah correctly, and continues
until his bar mitzvah. Teaching a child a routine will get him in the habit
of doing the mitzvos.
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The chinuch of hadrachah, as the Gemara explains begins at the age of
sixteen or eighteen and continues until the son is 22 or 24. At this age, the
child can begin to understand the deeper meaning and begin to develop a
fear of Heaven. After this point, the child is no longer under his father’s
control.

This, then is the difference alluded to by the Mishnah Berurah. The
berachah of Baruch Shepatrani is going on the conclusion of the chinuch
of hisraglus. This mitzvah of chinuch is complete at the point of the child’s
bar Mitzvah. When the Gemara mentions the mitzvah of chinuch continues
until the child is in his twenties, this is the mitzvah of chinuch of
hadrachah.

It is possible that even the Mishnah Berurah’s reference to the requirement
of tochachah could be alluding to the chinuch of hadrachah, but that only
a child that is still under his father’s household would have that stronger
level of tochachah that Rav Moshe describes as chinuch of hadrachah,
while once he is older than that he is at the same level of any Jew — where
tochachah would be the most that could be expected.

The second question I would like to address is whether or not to say the
berachah with Shem Umalchus. The Rama, when he brings the halachah,
states that Hashem’s name should not be said. This is based on a Rosh that
states that we do not make additional berachos that are not in the Mishnah,
Tosefta or Gemara. Since this berachah is only found in a Midrash, we
would therefore not be allowed to use Shem Umalchus when reciting this
berachah. However, the Vilna Gaon, the Chayei Adam and the Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch, among others state that you do say the berachah with
Shem Umalchus.

The problem with the Rama’s psak is that there are many berachos that
we do make, even though they are not in the Gemara. For example, we
make the berachah of Hanosein Layoef Koach even though it is not
mentioned in the Gemara. And in fact, Sefardim do not say this berachah.
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One answer given is that there is a difference between birchas hashevach
and birchas hamitzvah. The Gemara in Berachos says that if someone
attempts to add to the shevachos of Hashem he is silenced. Because our
generation does not have a right to add on to what the Chachamim
designated — since we have no concept of shevach of Hashem. However,
when it comes to the berachah on a mitzvah, it could be that we have a
right to add berachos. An example would be Modim Derabanan — we
don’t say Sheim Umalchus because it is a shevach. However, Baruch
Shepatrani, which is a birchas hamitzvah, we would be allowed to say
with Hashem’s name.

Finally, we get to the last question, quoted by the Shaarei Efraim, as to
why this berachah should specifically be said when the Bar Mitzvah boy
gets his first Aliya LeTorah. Why do we davka make the berachah when
the Bar Mitzvah boys get an aliya and not immediately when the boy turns
137 If the child’s Bar Mitzvah is on a Tuesday, then it would be 2 days
before he can be called up to the Torah! Should we wait two full days
rather than make the berachah on the day of the Bar Mitzvah itself?

The Divrei Malkiel address this question by comparing the berachah of
Baruch Shepatrani to Birchas HaGomel — which is made over extreme
events that would have required a Korban Todah in the times of the Bais
HaMikdash. Therefore, just like HaGomel is typically done after an aliyah,
so too Baruch Shepatrani — somehow equating raising children with
crossing oceans or getting out of prison.
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Reb Naftali Raczkowski, a’h: The Kohen from Siberia
Baruch Raczkowski

My father was born in Vonsovor, Poland and spent several years in
Dlugosiodlo, Poland. When WWII broke out, my father was seven years
old. My grandfather escaped with his family to Bialystok, which was
where the line between the Russian army and the Germany army was. The
Russians required that everyone on the Russian side of the boarder take a
Russian passport or they would be considered an enemy of the state.

My aunts and uncle explained that there were two miracles that happened
at the beginning of the war. First, if you did not have a Russian passport
you were considered an enemy of the state and were taken deep into
Russia, where you worked in a labor camp cutting down trees for the war
effort. Because these people were taken deep into Russia they were not
captured by the Nazis. The second miracle was the one after the war. Since
my Zadie did not take a passport, he could leave Russia immediately. In
1941, when Poland army signed an agreement with the Polish Free Army
in exile, which freed all the Polish citizens from the work camps, my Zadie
was settled in Siberia and lived there for the remainder of the war.

While in Siberia my Zadie was able to hire a melamed to teach my father
and his brother the alef-beis and Chumash. My father had to go to public
school on Shabbos each week, so he had to come up with a different excuse
each week why he could not write. My Zadie went out of his way not to
be mechalel Shabbos.

My father used to tell me how his father baked matzos on Pesach in
Siberia. My father would walk to the vodka factory were my Zadie worked
in multiple sets of clothing. My father would play in the mounds of wheat
in the vodka factory and allow wheat to fill his pants. They would then
walk back to their apartment full of wheat in their clothes where my Bubby
would lay out sheets and have my father shake out the wheat into the sheet.
They would then take the wheat to a grindery to have the wheat made into
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flour. This took a whole day walking in sub-zero temperatures. They
would bake the matzos in their oven that was used to warm the house. My
Zadie found two Yidden who knew how to make the matzah to help him.

After the war my Zadie brought his family back to Poland. It took six
months to travel from Siberia to the Polish border. This was one of the
nissim that happened to my father’s family. Those Jews who did not take
a Russian passport at the beginning of the war were sent to the Russian
work camps in the Ural Mountains. If they were hardy enough to survive
the work camp, they would be able to leave to settle anywhere in Russia.
Most picked to go to Siberia where there was a larger Jewish population.
After the war Polish Jews who did not take a Russian passport and were
able to survive the harsh environment of Siberia were allowed to leave
Russia immediately. Others would have to wait until the borders opened
again.

Reality hit my Zadie right before my father’s family was about to reenter
Poland. My Zadie contacted an Agudah representative at the border to
figure out if he could return to Dlugosiodlo. The answer was no. The
Polish citizens who took over the Jewish houses were systematically
finding Jews trying to return home and killing them before they could get
off the train in Poland. The Agudah set up a zone on the Czechoslovakian
border so that the Jewish people could return and wait until they could get
papers to leave Poland for the American DP camps in Western Germany.
The reality was that even on the border area it was dangerous; killings and
kidnappings were a constant occurrence. The Agudah and the Hagganah
were smuggling children younger than Bar Mitzvah age across the
Czechoslovakian border to the Pressburg Yeshiva in Bratislava, Slovakia
until they could get the papers needed to transfer them to the American DP
camps in western Germany. It was a difficult decision for my grandfather
to send his older children across the border, because he would lose contact
with the children, and in a post-war environment that was in chaos, there
was no guarantee that he would be able to find them again. However, my
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Zadie decided to send his three oldest children to Bratislava and hoped that
they would be taken care of.

It was there that my father had his Bar Mitzvah. The Rabbeim at the
Yeshiva ran into a problem when a boy became a Bar Mitzvah. Since they
were not sure of the boy’s status (Kohen, Levi, Yisroel), they would give
the boy acharon and hope to figure out the status at a later date. Well my
father got acharon, and the very next Yom tov, Pesach, my father saw the
Kohanim going up to duchen. He told the Rabbeim that his father used to
do that. They now knew that my father was a Kohen.

Food was scarce, and my aunt who traveled with my father was shorter
than her older brothers and undernourished. However, every so often the
military that guarded the Yeshiva would throw Hershey bars to the
children as a gesture of good will. The taller children would often be able
to snatch the candy bars before the smaller children. My father made sure
that both he and my uncle broke the candy bar in half, and gave the two
halves to my aunt. She spoke about the loving kindness my father showed
during those difficult days. Later on, when my father got to the DP camps
he learned how to make raisin wine and used to sell it to the German people
and use the profits to buy food for my aunt.

It took two years for my Zadie to finally be released from Poland. He then
began the task of finding his children who had already been moved to an
American DP camp and were about to be shipped to Ertz Yisrael by the
Jewish Agency. The children left bread crumbs (names on bulletin boards
on bridges), and my Zadie was able to call the different DP camps trying
to find the children. When my Zadie found the DP camp where my father
and his siblings were, he traveled to the DP camp because he did not have
the proper papers to retrieve the children. But he knew that the Zionists
who were in charge of the immigration in Eretz Yisrael would immediately
change the children’s names and send them to a secular intake center. They
would probably lose their connection to Yiddishkeit. My Zadie did not
leave the camp without the children. He was able to have the boys attend
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the Novardok yeshivah, which was set up in Hanover by Rabbi Gershon
Lieberman.

My Zadie was the DP camp representative for the Agudath Israel, which
brought him into direct conflict with the leader of the DP camp who tended
to be anti-religious. They were appointed basically because they spoke
German and were very astute politicians. They tried to use their position
to force others in the DP camp to do their bidding. My Zadie had to deal
with the head of the DP camp, Yossel, when he decided he wanted the
camps shochet to shecht more animals then the American army would
allow. The shochet refuse to violate the American’s wishes. So the leader,
Yossel, threw the shochet in jail. My Zadie was furious since the shochet
had a family and could not afford to be in jail. My Zadie gathered a number
of men, and they went to the jail and broke the shochet out. Yossel was
not happy with my Zadie for getting the shochet out of jail, and when he
caught up with my Zadie, he told him that he did not like Jews with beards.
It was incidents like this that caused my Zadie to try to get to America
instead of Eretz Yisrael. He would say that if there are Yossels running the
government in Eretz Yisrael he would prefer to go to the US. In fact, my
Zadie was packed and ready to go to Eretz Yisrael, but he decided to try
one more time to see if he could get visas for America. With Hashem’s
help, he was successful. The family got permission to move to America,
and they were sponsored by the community of San Francisco.

My Zadie ran a kosher supermarket in San Francisco where people
wanting kosher food knew they could trust my Zadie’s kashrus. Many
meshulachim would come to my Zadie to get a meal while they were
collecting in San Francisco. One day Rabbi Kowalski z "/ of Ner Yisrael
showed up at the store. He noticed my father and his brother helping out
in the store and spoke to my Zadie about having the boys go to yeshiva in
Baltimore. Rabbi Kowalski did not feel that San Francisco was a place for
a teenager to grow up. He called Rabbi Neuberger z ’/, and my Zadie sent
the boys to the other side of the country to learn in a yeshivah. The boys
would come home once every two years. My Zadie felt that it was
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important for the boys to be in yeshiva even if it meant not seeing them
for two years. Ultimately, my Zadie moved to Baltimore too after living
in San Francisco for six years.

In Baltimore my father’s family would daven at both Rabbi Sternhill’s
shtieble and the Adas on Rogers Ave. He would learn bechavrusah with
Mr. Moshe Margareten, who lived on the Ner Yisrael campus at the time.
My father would never miss a session. They would learn at 5:30 in the
morning, so many times if there was an ice storm the streets were not
cleared yet. He still went and was on time.

When Mr. Margareten moved away from Baltimore, my father learned the
daf at Sternhills. R’ Yankel Hershkowits told me that my father attended
for 28 years and that he was always the first one there. He made sure that
the chairs were set up and that coffee was ready for R. Hershkowitz. But
going to the shiur was not enough for him. He also listened to the Dial-a-
Daf once before he went to the shiur and twice after the shiur. I inherited
his Shas and to my surprise I saw these tick marks on each line of the
Gemara. | was wondering what they were. I asked my uncle Pesach about
them, and he explained that the ticks were used so that he could track how
many times he reviewed the Gemara.
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He always told us you need to review the Gemara four times to be koneh
it. The boys use to hate to hear the word nachamul because my father had
a policy of if you make a mistake you need to chazer the Gemara four
times. It is one of the things the boys mentioned at the /evayah that they
appreciated. He also used the Dial-a-Daf system to learn Tanach. He
would always share with us different things he learned that stood out to
him. He would record them on index cards, so as not to forget them.

Once my mother a A passed on, he stayed with us every Yom Tov, and
then moved in with us for about two years. His grandchildren gained an
appreciation for him, and he showed them the love he felt for them. Some
of the most interesting things my father did with our girls was that every
morning he would say berachos and they would answer amen. They would
then say birchos hashachar for him, and he would answer amen. He
wanted to show the importance of their davening and answering amen. My
kids have found memories of my father that they will keep, and the lessons
he taught them they still talk about. He even taught them Yiddish songs
that they can still sing.

There is a continuous theme throughout this article that my father passed
on to me and my brother: Torah, gemillas chesed, and tzedakah are the
three keys of life. He also passed on to us a love of our families and how
to raise children and grandchildren. Yehi zichro baruch.!

! My son Yehudah mentioned this dvar Torah at my father’s levayah. We find two people
who raised their children in a terrible generation, Noach and Lot; but we find a very big
difference between the two. Noach's children made it into the feivah and were saved even
though one was not perfect. Lot on the other hand lost all of his children in the destruction
of Sodom except for two daughters under his control. Why did Noach merit the saving of
all his children and not Lot? The answer lies in the fact that Noach spent his time as an
example of doing Hashem’s will and being proud of it even though he was ridiculed. His
example was so powerful that all his children merited to be saved because they absorbed
this lesson. Lot though went with the culture of the time; he became a judge in the corrupt
Sodom. When it came time for the destruction, his children were unresponsive to his pleas.
Zadie was our example to follow.
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Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, a”h: His Extended Family
Rabbi Abba Zvi Naiman !

He called us his “ArtScroll family,” and he treated us like family.

He said it very clearly to me about twenty years ago when I had to explain
how the way I was counting my full-time writing/editing hours was
impacting upon my family and other obligations. He thanked me for letting
him know and said I should always tell him if [ need something — with the
explanation: “I tell my children that it’s hard for me to keep track of
everything they need, and they should let me know if they need
something.”

I certainly did not misuse his invitation to be treated like one of his
children, but the few times I did need something I knew where to go. One
of my relatives needed a job in New York for a few months, and I emailed
R’ Meir. I received an almost immediate answer saying that he was out of
the country then but I should be sure to get back to him in a few days,
when he would be back in the office.

When we had an unexpected steep increase in our tuition needs, he offered
me a raise that would cover the extra expense — even though I knew things
were tight in the company at the time.

When I would send him an invitation to one of our simchos, he would
respond with a warm note along with a couple of packages of the latest
publications.

Finally, when I was raising money to buy the new building for our shul,
he graciously gave me his time and a list of patrons of Gemaras in which

! This is an appreciation I wrote about the founder and president of the company
where I have worked for close to thirty years.
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I had written who might be worth approaching for the project. I did not
need to use the list at the end, but my appreciation was immense.

When he invited us to the various Mesorah Heritage Foundation events,
he would greet my me and my wife with such warmth, with what my wife
called the “twinkle in his eyes.” And with all the important gevirim there
that he needed to impress, he gave me a kibud??? 1 was totally surprised
when his son, R’ Gedaliah, came over to call me for hagbahah that
Shabbos morning.

He would give chizuk in other ways as well. More than once he told me
that [ was “a partner” in the Gemara project, not just an employee. We had
worked together to get the antiquated DOS word processing progam, Nota
Bene, to fulfill our needs. I had been one of the few at that time working
day and night with Rav Hershel Goldwurm, z”/, to get our Eruvin out in
time for the Daf Yomi, which led to the now famous “Schottenstein” label.
And he knew he could call on me whenever he needed something from the
Baltimore Rosh HaYeshivah, HaRav Yaakov Weinberg, z /.

Once, after sending a donation on line, I had an automatic reply set up on
my email stating that [ was taking an email break each week from Monday
through Wednesday. He “happened” to be monitoring the company emails
at the time and when he saw my auto-response, he wrote: “I am in awe. |
hope you're successful in this quest...” [Sadly, I don’t do that anymore.]

How has his legacy affected me personally? Well, there is the post card |
received many years ago from Japan, sporting the picture of the sender
together with the only Jewish sumo wrestler in their succah, thanking me
for translating the Gemara they were learning. And not much time goes by
without someone telling me that he is learning my perek of Gemara, from
that first volume of Makkos down to the current Yerushalmi volume. 1
think I have written and edited more dapim of the Bavli than anyone else
on the team. Of course, | must add that this has been my major source of
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parnasah for most of my married years, allowing me the ability to create
the wonderful makom Torah that we have had for over twenty years.

And then there was the final time I met R’ Meir in person, the summer
before his passing. I had asked HaRav Moshe Shapira z”/ for a letter to
give him, granting me permission to translate more of the Ramchal’s
sefarim into English, which he gladly provided. [R’ Meir said how bad he
felt that he couldn’t publish my Elucidated Derech Hashem because he
did not want to compete with Feldheim’s edition.] He gave me the time to
present my idea, calling in Rav Nosson Scherman as well, and although
he explained how the market had changed over the years, he gave me
advice and his berachah to pursue my own project in elucidating Sifrei
Machshavah, including those of the Ramchal. When 1 got home and I
wrote him my summary along with questions for further clarification, he
answered right away, concluding: “I thoroughly enjoy it when a chashuveh
member of the ArtScroll family visits.”

Do you think this had something to do with the unbelievable success he
had in directing the “ArtScroll Revolution™? I surely believe so.

T2 T
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Rabbi Chaim Yoel Feldman, z ”’/: Productive to the End
Mrs. Aviva Orlian '

During these past 2% years since my father’s tragic fall and resultant brain
injury I did a lot of gazing at the tall, strong and handsome man who gave
me life. | gazed at the tall and strong father who enveloped me with love,
guidance and Torah values for as long as I can recall... eich naflu
giborim?!

I tried to see beyond the tubes, beneath the lack of cognitive skills, beyond
the blank stares and instead focus on the man whose entire essence
embodied kol haborei’ach min hakavod, hakavod rodeif acharav. Despite
his tall physical stature, his stately and regal demeanor...despite
his chochmah, despite his Torah knowledge, despite his pedigree, despite
his being sought after for advice and counsel, my father shunned the
spotlight. He dismissed compliments with a wave of the hand. He did not
look for thank you’s or fanfare when engaging in countless chasadim in
the community; when being in leadership positions; when caring for his
elderly parents; taking charge and assuming equal responsibility with my

! This is adapted from a transcript of a hesped written by Rabbi Feldman’s
daughter, Mrs. Aviva Orlian, and read by her son, Shalom Orlian, at the levayah
on 4 Teves, 5779.

Editor’s note: Several years back I was honored to substitute for Rabbi Feldman
as a Scholar in Residence at a Shabbaton. I introduced my remarks there with a
mnemonic [ had learned on how to spell the word that describes the leader of a
school. Is it “principle” or “principal”? The way to remember the correct spelling
is to realize that the principal is your “pal.”

Rabbi Feldman was certainly that to me and my classmates at T.A during the
tumultuous years of the late 60’s and early 70’s. He was able to guide us along
the proper path with his steady leadership and his friendship. He made me feel
quite comfortable in coming to his office at any time to discuss my latest stamp
purchases or the general state of the world or the school. When I saw this hesped,
we asked Mrs. Orlian if we could reprint it as a zikaron to this mentor who taught
important lessons until the very end, and she readily gave us permission.
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mother, a A, in caring for his mother-in-law and for my mother’s elderly
Aunt Ida. My father embodied v’hatzneia leches im Elokecha.

The last 2)5 years of my father’s life, to the superficial observer, did not
appear to be productive years.

- He could not walk

- He could not care for himself

- He could not move his arms or his legs or his body

- He could not communicate.

These last 2V years appeared unproductive...

- He could not be engaged in offering a lending a hand as he once did
- He could not listen to people’s difficulties as he once did

- He could not intercede on people’s behalf as he once did

- He could not be engaged in learning and show his hana’ah from that
learning as he once did

- He could not be engaged in countless act of chasadim b ’seser as he once
did

- He could not make emotionally needy people feel chashuv as he once did

- He could not be seen sitting and humming over a piece of Gemara as he
once did

- He could not ease the tension of those going through difficulty by
exuding confidence as he once did
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- My father could not be the voice of calm and reason at times of panic as
he once did

- He could not schmooze or tell a good (and oft repeated) joke to others
(particularly his grandchildren) as he once did

- My father could not express his encouragement to others who
watched him go through his own difficult periods in his life — with his
life’s conviction of gam zu [’tovah as he once did

- He could not get excited about sharing a good vort as he once did

- My father could not demonstrate that he was an ish tzadik v’yashar
- honest to the core — as he once did.

- He could not tell over with longing about his younger days in Ponevizh,
Chaim Berlin and Ner Yisroel — and the interactions he had with great

Torah personalities as he once did

- My father could not demonstrate his emunah by engaging in mitzvos and
learning of Torah as he once did

- He could not advocate for the underdog as he once did

- My father could not demonstrate his conviction to preserving other’s
welfare even at the expense of his own kavod as he once did

- He could not demonstrate his devotion to his children and grandchildren
as he once did

- He could not demonstrate that he was a baal tzedakah as he once did

[That he was a giver of matan b’seser he never demonstrated to others
anyway, but proof of this was found amongst his things.]
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- My father could not show his appreciation of chochmas hagoyim of
classical music, literature and history — and use that to gain a deeper
appreciation of chochmas haTorah as he once did

- He could not demonstrate his expression of mah rabu ma’asecha
Hashem and his love of beautiful landforms as he once did

- He could not exhibit his chochmah and sensitivity when helping so many
with their personal problems as he once did

- My father could not reminisce about how when I was in high school he
would spend hours studying for Navi tests with me as he once did

- He could not regale us with his beautiful voice and sing on my demand
his soulful nigunim that he would use as abaal tefilla for Yamim
Noraim as he once did.

- My father could not talk with longing about the brilliance, ahavas
haTorah, chesed and wit of his late wife, Imi Morasi Bluma Shoshana bas
haRav Avraham Aryeh, a A, as he once did

For the last 2% years not much exited my father’s mouth. There were some
rare moments when he was able to visually connect with others, some rare
instances when he smiled, murmured a few coherent words, or made facial
expressions that made us think that he was going to give us some sage
advice at any moment. But mostly, he just “existed”. Yet, that existence
was not unproductive at all. It was saintly, it was holy — for he was able to
demonstrate not in words or action, but by mere “existence”, what
the ratzon Hashem was — that he was meant to live, even though it was
painful, even though seeing him in distress was more painful to his family
than death itself.

To the casual onlooker, to the observer who did not have the benefit of a

Torah perspective, these years may have indeed seemed unproductive. To
the myopic individual, words such as “What a waste!” may have exited
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his lips. Indeed, I too was guilty of such sentiments. “How unproductive!”
“What’s the point?!” However, my parents’ (A’H) chinuch would
invariably override these emotions so that instead of seeing a lack of
purpose and productivity, [ saw a neshamah — a life — a tzelem Elokim who
was given 2% years of precious life to live after his accident. Precious
indeed, simply because HKB”’H granted him those years.

Unproductive? A waste? What for? — Not at all! As a man who was nursed
on a steadfast diet of avodas Hashem by his parents Rav Yosef and
Rebbetzin Shaina Golda Feldman, z”/, as a man who together with his
life’s partner, my mother, Imi Morasi Bluma Shoshana bas HaRav
Avraham Aryeh, a”h, my father lived and breathed steadfast emunah,
steadfast acceptance of any gzar din that came their way and any nisayon
they faced; a man who together with my mother maintained a simchas
hachaim despite personal hardships and disappointments; this man,
this ish gibor chayil in every sense of the words, would be the first to
correct those that felt that these last 2% years were unproductive or not
worth anything at all. UVACHARTA BA CHAIM! He would be the first to
chastise such thoughts and say that chas v’shalom we should use a secular
lens to determine productivity. We use only a Torah perspective. He lived
his life doing the ratzon Hashem — and yes — even during these last years
— in sickness and lack of faculties, my father demonstrated ratzon
Hashem by just “existing.”

It is difficult to watch anyone suffer, particularly someone of such stature
and grace — particularly someone who is so dear to us. But in the words of
David HaMelech — od’cha ki anisani vatehi li lishua — 1 thank Hashem
despite of (or because of) that affliction, because in all probability that
very affliction provided a salvation — we hope it provided my father with
a direct entrance into Gan Eden.

It is difficult to lose yet another piece of oneself; but — ki avi v'imi azavuni
va’Hashem ya’asfeini. May Avi Mori HaRav Chaim Yoel ben HaRav
Yosef continue doing his chasadim in shamayim and be a meilitz yosher
for all of Klal Yisrael.
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! Editor’s note: This is a chapter from the 7wn 7% 790 that Rabbi Millrod hopes
to publish this year containing several hundred of his chidushei Torah. For more
information about the sefer, contact Rabbi Millrod at mevakshei.torah.info@

gmail.com.
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In honor of our dear mother,

Deborah Naiman

Thank you for all that you have done
and continue to do for us.

Love,

Irvin and Family



In appreciation of the

Rav and the Rebbetzin

by

the Solomons



In honor of the

Rav, Gabbayim,
and Kiddush Committee
for their tireless efforts

at BMR

by

the Sugars



Compliments of the

The Singmans



In honor and appreciation of
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Naiman
for all they do for the Bais Medrash
and the entire kehillah
by

Eli and Janice Friedman
and Family

In honor of
the upcoming wedding of
Elishava Strauss
to
Yoni Rom
by

Rabbi and Mrs. Yitzchok Strauss
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	bmr_kuntress_79_front matter
	bmr_kuntress79_sponsor_page
	Blank Page

