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Bava Metzia (10a)

11 ) — But surely Rav said: DPD XN 1IN 12 INNY D1 S¥i9 — A worker can
withdraw from his employment even in the middle of the working day.

M9 MmN — [Rav Nachman] said to him:... M2 710 > — When [the worker] withdraws
from his employment, his action is valid — not because he has not been “owned” until this point,
but rather — 1NIT NI RPN XYV — for a different reason; for it is written: -,
"OYT12Y ONVW-1 — For the children of Israel are slaves unto Me. on 712y — In effect, G-d
says, “They are My slaves, D>T72Y2 OT72Y ND) — and not slaves to other slaves!” No Jew

can be forced to work for someone else against his will.

Hagahos Mordechai (Bava Metzia 77a)

m»n — There is a difficulty: o ox — If it is so that a worker is considered a slave,
1Y Ta¥2 NN MONRY DWO — just as it is prohibited to be sold as a Hebrew slave NP T2
MNY POUNY MONX — so it should be prohibited to hire oneself out, TAY DN NON PN —
since [the Gemara] here is calling a worker a slave. 2 v — It is possible to answer
as follows: POV NON Ty M XY D97 — A worker is not called a slave, but rather a
sachir, NOW PIY W Tavn Y 1»ad>>T XM — and that which we derive from a slave is
only regarding a leniency that he can quit. TTaY POV 1OV MWN D >NIT 1M — And that is
what is written concerning a slave (Devarim 15:18): Because he worked for you double the
amount of a sachir, refers to where he worked a certain amount of time, wv T — which
is six years. POV O DIV WOV YW dNITY — As it is written in Yehayahu (16:14):
Three years, like the years of a sachir. PIY IOV MYN WD DY WY MY TaY 1D DN —
Therefore, a Hebrew slave of six years is twice the amount of a sachir.

» NN — And it appears to me, ONDN INY N INDI N TNONY NPD W XYL WNT — for
this reason a teacher, a scribe and other craftsman should take care VANY POVND NOW
MY ¥apa m1anN Sya 111 nnY — not to hire themselves out to be in the house of the employer
constantly with him PoaN 2 NMNOV Dy TN NP — and to be reliant upon his table
without interruption 0”VY 3 Ny — for more than three years. NP DIV 1AV 737
oV NN Y — Because anything more than three years no longer qualifies as a sachir.

Rama (333:3)

NNy NN — For this reason [the prohibition against becoming a servant to anyone other than
Hashem)] o192 MoN — it is prohibited for a worker, 99D W THON 1IN — even a
teacher or a scribe, DNV NYOY ¥aPa 17aN DY ™A N NNy POvno — to hire himself out
to be in the house of the employer constantly for three years.
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