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Bava Metzia 76a (excerpts)
20 Sya Y MNT — It is where the employer said to [a certain worker], DIYID D NIN N
— “Go, hire for me other workers to do a certain job,” NPYOLNX) PN X — and [this
worker] went and hired other workers and deceived them... NDPN2 12D Oy MY INT —
That the employer told [the worker] to hire others at a rate of three zuzim per day, 9NN
Ny2 X2 MY N X — and [this first worker| went and told [the others] that the employer
was offering to pay at a rate of four zuzim per day...

The Gemara questions this interpretation:
RPN N DYYI9 NN — But let us see how other local workers are generally hired!?

The Gemara replies that the Mishnah discusses a case where the standard rate of
compensation varies:
NP NHNT NN NY2IND NHNT NONT NN N9 — [The Mishnah's ruling] is necessary only
for a case in which there are some local workers who are hired at a rate of four zuzim per day,
and there are others who are hired at a rate of three zuzim per day. In such a case, since the
employer never said he would give the extra zuz, they cannot claim it from him.

Bava Metzia 87a

oyian n 12iwn — If one hires a day laborer PYN NN DNV THND 17 N) — and tells him
“I will pay you as much as one or two of the city's residents get,” NPIYWAY NINYI 17 1NN
— [the employer| may give him the lowest wages earned in the city. YYin »a7 0T —
These are the words of R' Yehoshua. DN NI — But the Sages say: PIYN
07’2 — They make an appraisal between them.

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 332:1)

NYOVA DO Y MOV XY MDY N — If one said to his agent: Go hire me workers for three
dollars, -NY2INA Y10 7o — and [the agent] went and hired them for four,... mm
NPTNN HMNd AN Dya on> — the employer gives them the customary wages of the country.
NYIINI DWIV O NYOWVI 10wV N Ny TN 7 — If there are those who are hired for three and
those who are hired for four in the country, NYOW NON ONY 17 1N — he gives them only
three. nHYN Sy nmyIn onY v — And they may have complaints against the agent who
tricked them.

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 331:3)

991910 NN 0wn — If one hired a worker, PYN NN DIV TN 12 1IN — and he told him
that he would pay as much as one or two of the city's residents get, MPOVIY 1N PAVNN
movay mNan — we calculate the highest wages and the lowest wages in the town, ala)
NNy 0P»aw — and gives half the difference to the worker. MNAM YW1 910 DN D
17981 — For example, if the highest is six and the lowest is four, wnn 0N Y — he
gives [the workers] five.
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Not saying anything
There is a set price
No set price, but most take a high price
If the employer knows that this worker takes a high price

“Give me the going rate.”
“T'll give you as much as one or two residents get.”
“I'll pay you well.”

Worker gave his price and employer said, “We'll work it out.”

Giving a contractor new jobs.
Negotiations broke off but then work started without an agreement.
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