
,u,an ,ujp :vtbutCM3-02 Selling 99¢ Item for a Dollar - 

Bava Metzia (50b)

t c  r r &n  t — Rava said:        t , )f)k "v — The law for ona'ah is as follows:        j  E "n v b )e"b ,U, )/ "n ,Ij P
— For ona'ah of less than a sixth, the sale is valid and no refunds at all are due.        k&g r (,Ih
,U, )J — For ona'ah of more than a sixth,        j  E "n kUY "C — voidance of the sale can be

demanded by either party.        ,U, )J — For ona'ah of exactly a sixth,        v t bIt rh "z%j &nU v b  e — the

sale is valid, but the [offender] must return the amount of the ona'ah.

Bava Basra (95a)

o ,  v — There, in a case of ona'ah,        Vh(k r &n  t v#u  J )C v#u  J t  r  Eh "g (n — the seller originally told

the buyer that the value of the purchase was equal to the price paid. Thus, the buyer did not

expect to overpay at all, and no overcharging should be tolerated.        Uvh "n — However,

v#b  n )C v gh "s)h t«k ,U, )/ "n ,Ij P — an overcharge of less than a sixth is not discernible [in a maneh],

Jh"bh "t kh "j  nU — and a person forgives such a minor overcharge.        v gh "s)h ,U, )J — An overcharge

of a sixth, though, is discernible,        Jh"bh "t kh "j  n t«k )u — and a person does not forgive such a

significant sum; therefore it must be returned.        ,U, )/ "n r #,#h — Alternatively, if the overcharge

was more than a sixth,        tUv ,Ug  y j &E "n — the sale is considered one made in error        k (y cU
j  E "n — and the sale is void.

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 227:6)

ep,xvk ah — There is reason to doubt        ,u,an ,ujpc urhcj ,t ,ubuvk r,un ot — if it is

permitted to overcharge his fellow less than one sixth.

Bava Basra (90a)

r(F &T )G "N &v )u — And one who profits from buying and selling staple commodities        r (,Ih r(F &T )G"h k &t
,U, )/ "n — should not profit by more than a sixth.

Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 231:20)

ohrgav kg ohbunn shngvk ihs ,hc ohchhj — The court is obligated to appoint officers over prices

vmrha vn sjt kf jhurh tka — so that each one will not profit as much as he wants.        uk ihta
apb hhj ovc aha ohrcsc uk jhurvk ostk — For a person should not profit over staples        iudf
///,u,av tkt ,u,kxu ohbna ,ubhh — like wine, oil, and flour more than a sixth...        tfhv hkhn hbvu
ihs ,hc tfhts — However, this ruling is applicable only where there is a court        uarps
hfv hbuczk ohrfun uvkufk — that can explain to all of the merchants to sell like this.        ht kct
kufhs vn kfc ihcz sj kf — But if everyone sells for whatever price he is able        htv chhjn tk
kuzc hbuczk vhsujk — this one is not obligated to sell it cheaply.
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,u,an ,ujp vtbut
uc ah ot urhcj ,t ,ubtk ruxt ,u,an ,ujp ukhpt ohrcs rta kfcs vtrhu - (:cb tghmn tcc) a"tr
vru, vrhvzv iunn huuha uc aha rcs kfc 'ubu, kt rnt tbnjrs 'lf kf vua ujen ihta gsuha iuhf vyurp vua
rfunvu jeukva hpk rfnnu jen lrs lfa hpk vkhjn huv ,u,a sgs ohnfj urnta tkt 'urhcj ,t vbth tka

 ',u,a sg o,ugy kujnk okugv lrsu oumnmc jenv hns ihufk ihkufh obhttk rgrgk vbt,nv tch ot ;ta
vtbut uc iht rnth vzu vtbut uc ah rnth vz 'vuac ihtnav unuah/kjunu rgrgn ihtu veh,a uhkg kcen lfkv 

kt rfunv in r,uh ujen lrgc hecu rd, jeukv ot ut lf kf hec iht jeukvu urhcjn lrgc hec rfunv ot kct
 ///arpha tk ot vz ,t vz ubthuhkg ;hxunu vz jenc .pj jeukv ohngpks lfc rfnnu jen lrss iuhf tna ut

uhua hsfn r,uh ohns,ugnk eujs tuva ut uhkg crg vz .pj ihta hpk urfnnc u,nuac kzkzn rfunva ohngpu 
/okuf hsh tmh ohna trhu 'iuhg lhrmu 'kkf vtbut oa itf ihtu jen hns kkfc huv ,u,a sg lfkv

tk hf tmuh lbht uk rnuk uvbtnv rjt rsvn ubht ,u,an ,ujp vbt,b ot a"rh 'k"r (sh 'zfr) g"nx
/ubnn vbt,nvk uvrhzjh ,u,an ,ujp urhcjk tuv vbhta grht otu 'hk uvrhzjv u,ut h,kjn tku vzn h,gsh

vbv ',u,an ,ujpc ,ubuvk r,un ot k"z a"trv ka uehpx ihbgk ihsv rehgc - (he whx c"j) rauh hrnt
r,uns uvk tyhaps c"ke, whx ohshxj rpxu z"ka g"n lubhjvn h,tcv oa ypan iajk oh,p ,jbn hrpxc
ruxts vhk tyhaps rvc wp vru,v kg i"cnrn thcv n"ujk oa lurc hrnt ,uvdvcs ;t if kgu ///vkhj,fk

/uvbhb ohcr ihrh,nv h,ft ,u,an ,ujpc ,ubuvk
iueh, hbpn rd,k rf,avk vfrck oburfz urh,v ,u,ac ,ujpc kct - (zka vumn ;ux) lubhjv rpx

(/oa lubj ,jbn whgu) /ouen kfc ohbfun ovhfrm ost hbc utmnha 'cuahv
trd, ihczu ihcz urnta hbpn ',u,a sg vru, vrh,va rfnnu jen ihbgk - (c"ke, whx) ohshxj rpx

/hret
r,uh rf,ah kt rf,anv ihsn arpnc ukhpt hrhht lubjv hrcs vrutfk kct - (d"ex 'h) iauj hj,p

[/ohrhnjn sug thcna ,ubunn hbhs rpxu 'd 'c crv g"ua g"gu] /kkf vtbut ihsn ubhtu ',u,an

jeukva ,uk,k rfunvk vkhg aha ouenc tkt ubht epxva uhrcsn hk vtrb - (z 'zfr) ijkav lurg
vtbut vzc aha gsuh rfunvu jenv okgb jeukvna ihcn rfunva ouenc kct 'vz jenc .pja tkt jenv gsuh

/rfunvk jeuk ifu 'utkc rcg uvbht otu 'uk vkdha tk ot ,ubuvk uk ruxt vyurp

guce rgac shn, ohrfuna ohrcs
kfa vn kct oumnmc jen ,ghce ivk ihta ,urujxc tkt ubht vza hk vtrbu - (c 'zfr) ijkav lurg
rhzjvk lhrmu vkhjn huv tk ,u,an ,ujp ;t ovc tmuhfu jknu ojku jne unf vuac ihrfun ,uhbjv hkgc
/vkhjn huv tk gushv rcss gnan wufu ghsh tk ,u,an ,ujp oa rnts [/vm c"c] trndc gnan ifu /vtbutv
unf oumnmc vuac ihrfun okuf ihta vrujxc tkt vbht ,u,a ,tbuts sunkk ah k"z a"trv hrcsn - (z 'oa)
humnv rcsc lhha ubht vzu 'uhkg crg jenv ohngpka ogyn odu 'ihtnav ,nuac hk,sn wc ;hgxc h,c,fa

/tbud htv hfu jknu ojku [jnec] oumnmc vuac ihrfun okfu vcrv

ohrmunc yrpcu 'vz kkfc h,kann juepc ova ohfrmnva h,c,f vz hp kg - (t"ex 'h) iauj hj,p
rhjnn ohkhzun aha hp kg ;t ',arjv ,hc ka iurhjn aha lrmn ut rmunca vtrb ohbp kf kgu ///ohsxcuxnv
ihsk rzj vz rhjnn vkgnka vn kfu 'vtbut ihsc ubht iurhjnv rhjnk ,j,na vn kf 'ygn otu vcrv ot 'vz

[/t"au '(cf wng c"j) vru, hypan g"gu] /vtbut
'vtbut tvh tku uhpk rufnk raptn iurhjnv iht vkt ohrmunu ohrpxc - (she wng) uruna, hypan

[/ijkav lurgv aushj kg vaena sug a"gu] /euac rfnba vn hpk kfv tkt
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