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Bava Basra (54b)

v MmN N 17 N — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: 70 D227 T2y YD)
92702 y) — An idolater's real properties that he sells to a Jew are ownerless like a desert;
Y02 N2y 102 Prnnn Y2 — whoever performs a proprietary act in them has acquired them.
Npyv OND — What is the reason? Y PORON MY NN VN N 012210 T2V — As regards the
idolater, as soon as the purchase money reaches his hand, he is removed from the property.
MY NIVY OLNT TY NP NI ONY — The Jew purchasing the land, however, does not acquire it
until the deed reaches his hand. 72703 Y0 "N 7290 — Therefore, in the interim, [the
properties] are ownerless like a desert, Y02 N 102 Prnn 92) — and whoever performs a
proprietary act in them has acquired them.

Abaye questions this ruling:

qpY 272 »IN MY N — Abaye said to Rav Yosef: "7 Snmvy N N — Did Shmuel really
say so? oy mnn) — But Shmuel said: NPT NOPNT NPT — The law of the
kingdom is the law! N N9 — And the king has decreed: NIN NYIN DY ND

NPPN2 — One cannot acquire land except with a document. — ? —
Rav Yosef replies:

2 mx — He said to [Abaye]: N NO NN — I do not know about that statement
regarding the legal force of secular law, but I do know that NDYIT NPT2 MD XTY — there
was an incident in a shepherds' village D221 T2IYN RYIN 1217 DN — concerning a
Jew who bought land from an idolater NP9 M2 2797 RPINX INXIY XXy — and another
Jew came along and dug a little in it, thereby performing a proprietary act. 27T RPY NON
N — [The case] came before Rav Yehudah, NVYT N2 APPIN — who placed [the land]
in the possession of the second one. Thus, Rav Yehudah indeed ruled that the second Jew could
take advantage of the proprietary vacuum that existed between the idolater's receipt of the money
and the Jewish buyer's receipt of the deed.

Bava Basra (55a)
NPT NM9NRT NpT — The law of the kingdom is the law;" PIY D TY ONDIIT KD N —
and the chazakah of the Persians is not effective until forty years have elapsed.

Aliyos DeRabbeinu Yonah (there)

MY DYIIN N2 PRNM DN NPYY M) 7090 — Therefore, if a non-Jew took land from a Jew
and held it for forty years, NMIONT RPTA HNIWMN NP — it is released from ownership
of the Jew through the law of the land, -8 12 15N — and another Jew who purchases
it from the non-Jew acquires it... D79 XN 172N YD) PRNNY OXIWT wI9Y PN DIX — But do
not explain that the Gemara means that a Jew who held the property of his fellow Jew in
Persia PIV PYIINA RON NN 2 PR — has no chazakah for forty years, To1N PN ONOT
N 7252 MmN M1 Dy — because in general the laws of the king apply to his nation alone.
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