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Bava Basra (21b)
NP 27 N — Rav Huna said: NYOPINT NN 12 )80 — If a resident of a mavoi set up a mill for
commercial purposes 323 SPINPY MI2N NI 92 NN — and then a fellow resident of the mavoi
comes and sets up a mill next to his, MY 29ynT NN NPT — the law is that [the first one] can
stop [the second one], 7 T — for he can say to him: TNy MY NP NP — You are
cutting off my livelihood!

The Gemara suggests that Rav Huna's ruling corresponds to a minority Tannaic view:

N279 N2 77 n — Ravina said to Rava: NTIN? X272 MNT XPN 171 Ny — Are we to say that Rav
Huna follows the view of R' Yehudah in a dispute between R' Yehudah and the Sages? w1 — For
we learned in a Mishnah: IPIN N 27— R' Yehudah says: MPIPHY PYIN) NVPP 2N P20 ND

— A storekeeper may not distribute parched kernels or walnuts to children, SN NN —
for, by doing so, he accustoms them to come to him, and thereby deprives other storekeepers of the
children's patronage. PPN 0noN — But the sages permit this practice.

The Gemara replies that this is not necessarily so:
127 NP 199N — You can say that Rav Huna's ruling corresponds even to that of the Sages. ND TY
onn N 17T MYY NI PP N — For that far the Sages do not disagree with R' Yehudah there
Y INT Nox — except because they reason that he [the storekeeper distributing sweets] can say to [the
other storekeeper], MINN NMZoNR NN — “I am giving out walnuts, POPY 2109 NN — you
give out almonds!” 3TN 127998 NI Y2ax — But here [Rav Huna's case], where a merchant had
already established a business in a courtyard and a rival came later, even the Sages possibly concede
9 NT — that [the first merchant] can say to [the newcomer], TN MY NP NP — “You are
cutting off my livelihood.”

The Gemara asks:
> — They challenged [Rav Huna's ruling] from the following Baraisa: TN PN DTN NYIY
920 YY inwn — A person may open a rival store next to the store of his fellow, NN T NDPY
9920 YY — or a rival bathhouse next to the bathhouse of his fellow, 12 NiNKY 512 i) — and
[the established operator] cannot prevent him from doing so, 12 0V 5159y »an — because [the
rival] can say to [the established operator], T2Y 7N Ny NN — “you do as you wish inside your
property, 9y 7ina NIy ) — and I do as I wish inside my [property]!” This Baraisa states clearly
that, contrary to Rav Huna's view, an established merchant cannot prevent the opening of a rival store. —
2

The Gemara responds:
NN NP — [Rav Huna's ruling] is a matter of dispute between Tannaim, NINT — as it was
taught in a different Baraisa: M AN N NINI2Y 2 P9I> — residents of mavois can compel one
another NPIVIN Y520 TNN NI NIPIPH TH2N NIYPOPA NI VN ND 12 DYINY N9Y — not to allow
the residence among them of a tailor, tanner, teacher, or any other type of craftsman. l.e. someone
who has established a business in a mavoi can prevent the other mavoi residents from renting their
property to someone from elsewhere who wishes to ply the same trade. 391D PN WY — But he
cannot force his neighbor to refrain from opening a competing business in the mavoi. 12 YWY 121
MIN Sx0on) — R’ Shimon ben Gamliel says: 91D 1YY 98 — He can force even his neighbor to
refrain from opening a competing business in the mavoi.

The Gemara elaborates on the view of the Tanna Kamma:
YYin? 277 M2 X»n 21 X — Rav Huna son of Rav Yehoshua said: W NOW9 — It is obvious to me
22Y10 XN OTINN XRNN AN NNY 72 — that a resident of one town who plies a certain trade can prevent a
resident of another town from plying that trade anywhere in his town, even according to the Tanna
Kamma. NIDT N)122 P ON) — But if he [the tradesman from elsewhere] pays the poll-tax of this
town, he is viewed as one of its residents, 22yn 8N N> — and one cannot prevent him from plying
his trade in the town. 22y 3N NI YT NN 7ax NI 12 — However, a resident of a mavoi
cannot prevent another resident of his own mavoi from opening a competing business.
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Last two weeks the first ones were trying to get something they didn't have yet: If it's something
available, you can't interfere with normal negotiations (7992 791N »Y). If it's a metzia [and this includes
a one-of-a-kind franchise], you can compete unless there was tircha (12 qpyn »y). But it has to be a real
tircha, because there is no problem in benefiting from his work if you don't cause him a monetary loss
(Chasam Sofer [179).

Now he's trying to keep what he has. Rules of the Gemara:

*If he lives in the city, he can do what he wants.

*If he doesn't live in the city, the first one can stop him. (This is stronger than NN JoNHNN MY
where he is only a rasha, and than 71 qpyn »y, where it's only 297 9%). Here we can force him to
leave.)

*Exception is if it is for the good of the rest of the city.

Masas Binyamin and She'eris Yosef say this heter for a city dweller applies only where the first
one can continue to do his job, but now with competition. But to take away his job (exclusive right to sell
whisky, the license to sell from the only tavern) is prohibited.

Rama goes further based on Aviasaf. If the competition will put him out of business, it is
prohibited.
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