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Bava Metzia (Mishnah 80b)

Y0 2 v PIoND 93 — All craftsmen are considered paid shomrim. YINNY 1290
— But once any [craftsman] says to the one who hired him: YN NIM oY NN 710
— “Take your property and bring the money that is due me,” 0N MY — he is

considered an unpaid shomer.
Bava Metzia (Gemara 80b)

The Gemara asks:

PN 2279 NIT PN Ny — Shall we say that our Mishnah does not accord with R'
Meir? NINT — For it was taught in a Baraisa: DyYN 1% 7127w — How does
a renter pay? l.e. is a renter considered a paid shomer or an unpaid shomer? RUIAREE
MX — R' Meir says: DN MIYD — A renter is treated like an unpaid shomer.
MIX N7 " — R' Yehudah says: 70 MiYD> — A renter is treated like a paid
shomer.

Assuming that a craftsman and a renter carry the same degree of liability, it would
seem that R' Meir (who rules that a renter is an unpaid shomer) differs from our Mishnah
(which rules that a craftsman is a paid shomer).

The Gemara reconciles our Mishnah with R' Meir's view:

PN A7 NP 99N — You can say that our Mishnah accords even with R' Meir.
nxn Nnn2 — In exchange for that benefit, TTY P PIN) NOYY 091D AV NPT —
namely, that [the owner] leaves everyone else (i.e. all other craftsmen) and hires him,
2V MY My NN — [the craftsman] becomes a paid shomer in respect to [the
entrusted item].

The Gemara objects:

) 721w »7 W — If so, then a renter should also be considered a paid shomer! NN
nn — Because in exchange for that benefit, TV T2 NI NNPY X910 DAY NPT —
namely, that [the owner]| leaves everyone clse (i.e. all other renters) and rents to him,
2V MY My NN — [the renter] becomes a paid shomer in respect to [the rented
item]! — ? —

The Gemara finally answers:

PN 2 NN 1IN NN — Rather, you can say that the Mishnah is consistent even with
R' Meir for the following reason: nNn N2 — In exchange for that benefit,
MNNN MY WanT — namely, that [the craftsman] withholds [the entrusted item] until
he receives his wage RN PN DY >ya NoT — so that he need not go to and fro
in pursuit of his money, 2V MY 2y N — he becomes a paid shomer in
respect to [the item].

The Gemara suggests another way to reconcile R' Meir's ruling with our Mishnah:
NN TPy2NX — If you prefer, say NN MIAN 12 N2 PYNNT — that the attribution of
the opinions in the dispute between R' Meir and R' Yehudah is as they were reversed by
Rabbah bar Avuha, who taught the following version of the Baraisa: T8 Y
0yvn — How does a renter pay? l.e. is a renter considered a paid or an unpaid shomer?
..... N PN ' — R' Meir says: oY MY — A renter is treated like a paid
shomer. NN N *27 — R' Yehudah says: DN MWD — A renter is treated
like an unpaid shomer.
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