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Bava Metzia (96a)

NP 92 N7 'ya — Rami bar Chama inquired: my17y Aony — If one borrowed [an
animal] in order to sodomize it, ’n — what is [the law]? Is the borrower liable if an
unavoidable mishap — such as a broken limb or natural death — befalls the beast, or is he
treated like a paid custodian in this unusual case and held liable for only theft and loss?
WY OUPN 9»YTd> — On the one hand: As a condition to imposing liability for unavoidable
mishaps — which exists only in the case of borrowing — perhaps we require that the borrowing
be conducted as people commonly borrow, YWIPN I9”Y ND N — and for this purpose of
sodomizing the animal people do not commonly borrow; hence, the borrower in Rami's case
would not be held liable as a borrower. NRYT N — Or, perhaps, he is liable, N NPYV
— for what is the reason that the Torah obligates a borrower even for unavoidable mishaps?
nxon 0N — Because the borrower derives a benefit from the borrowed object. N7 M9) OND)
nxon 2 X — And indeed this borrower as well has a benefit from the borrowed object! — ?

NN M2 MNP PoNY — If one borrowed [an animal] to appear wealthy and important through
it, what is [the law]? Is the borrower liable for unavoidable mishaps as well as theft and loss?
NN YA N)IN — On the one hand, perhaps we require only that the borrowed item be [an
object of] value, and there is such a borrowed item in this case; hence, the borrower would be

held liable for unavoidable mishaps. NPT N — Or, perhaps PR NI MY TENT NN
Wwya — we also require that the borrowed item be [an object of] value from which [the
borrower]| has benefit, N29) — and there is no such benefit from the animal in this case;

hence, the borrower would not incur liability for unavoidable mishaps. — ? —

NV NN M2 NiVYY AYNY — If one borrowed [an animal] to perform with it a task worth
less than a perutah, yn — what is [the law]? Is the borrower liable for unavoidable
mishaps as well as theft and loss? NN 1y2 NI — On the one hand, perhaps we require
only that the borrowed item be [an object of] value, and there is such a borrowed item in this
case; hence, the borrower would be held liable for unavoidable mishaps. NPT N — Or,
perhaps, NN 0WI NI NV NN D2 — any task worth less than a perutah is legally
insignificant, and it is as if the borrower did not “borrow” the animal at all; hence, he would not
incur liability for unavoidable mishaps. — ? —

NV N2 NIVYY N9 Y HNY — And if upon contemplating the previous question you conclude
and say that usage worth less than a perutah is insignificant, and it is as if the cow was not
“borrowed,” then if [one person] borrowed two cows from another person to perform with
them a task worth a perutah, y» — what is [the law]? Is the borrower liable for
unavoidable mishaps as well as theft and loss? DNYM DN N2 51 1IN N — On the one
hand, do we say: Follow (i.e. consider primarily) the borrower and lender, the two principals
in this transaction, N2NX) — and relative to them there is a benefit of significant value;
hence, the borrower would be liable for unavoidable mishaps. 79 02 5% NPT N — Or
perhaps we say: Follow the two borrowed cows, who actually are borrowed, NTD NTD 9N
NN NP — and relative to each one of them there is no benefit of significant value; hence,
the borrower would not be liable for unavoidable mishaps.
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