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Bava Metzia (24a)

DN TYIN )2 YIvHNY 027 MmN 1) — Similarly, R' Shimon ben Elazar used to say:... NYIN
N NVY9 NVIY2 — One who finds something in a major thoroughfare or in a large
public square, DY PMINN D327Y 0PN 9223 — or in any place in which large numbers of
people are commonly found, 9¢ 9N M — these belong to [the finder], even if the
objects are identifiable; YN PYUNTN O9YaNY N9 — because the owner despairs of
recovering them.

N7 NYPN — They inquired: TNYPN 12 )ivny 27 NP 23 — When R' Shimon ben Elazar
said that one who finds an object in a place frequented by many people is permitted to keep it,
was he referring to D%Y)D 2172 — an area where the majority of people are Canaanites,
oN7¥ 2172 Y2IX — but in an area where the majority of people are Jews, N2> — R' Shimon
ben Elazar would not permit the finder to keep it? N7 X — Or perhaps, 2172 129N
0N M) HXIY — even in an area where the majority of people are Jews, he also said that the
finder is permitted to keep the object. — ? —

010 Nynn ox — If you will say ION M) DN 2172 9998 — that he said his ruling even in
an area where the majority of people are Jews, MYy 271109 — do the Rabbis (i.e. his
colleagues) disagree with him and obligate the finder to announce his find regardless of the
makeup of the population, Y9 NY X — or do they not disagree with R' Shimon ben Elazar
at all? Rather, they too agree that one may keep what he finds in a place frequented by many
people, even where the majority is Jewish — ? —

Y9 Y N¥nH ON) — And if you will say that [the Rabbis] do disagree with R' Shimon ben
Elazar, what is the extent of their disagreement? WYY HONT) HNW 2192 — If they disagree at
all, they certainly disagree where the majority of people are Jews, and obligate the finder to
announce the lost object. 0”39 172 — However, where the majority are Canaanites,
»»29 — do [the Rabbis] disagree and obligate the finder to announce the lost object, ND N
»»Y9 — or do they perhaps not disagree in this case, but accept R' Shimon ben Elazar's ruling
that one is permitted to keep what he finds in an area with a Canaanite majority?

WY Y Nynn ON) — And if you will say that [the Rabbis] disagree with R' Shimon ben
Elazar D”Y)9 21712 39N — even in an area where the majority of people are Canaanites,
and they obligate the finder to announce his find, inind NN — does the halachah follow
his [R' Shimon ben Elazar's] view, NN NP0 PN N — or does the halachah not follow his
view?

Y171 MY 0 >n2 — The Baraisa is indeed referring to our (i.e. Jewish) study halls, N2 22T
0%y)9 — in which Canaanites stay as guards. Thus, as regards the law of lost objects, the study
halls are not considered a place primarily of Jews. N7 WNNT NAY) — Now that you have
arrived at this understanding of the Baraisa, VDT M) NPDYD N2 — it is possible that the
Baraisa's term "houses of assembly'' also refers to our houses of assembly, i.e. synagogues,
D»¥)7 2 >21mT — in which Canaanites stay as guards.
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