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Bava Metzia (21b)

yny 8n — Come, learn a proof to Rava's opinion from the second case of our Mishnah, which
stated: PY PN D LMo Myn — Scattered coins... these belong to [the finder].
WX — Why is this so, PN H9)T Y1 NO N — when [the owner]| does not necessarily

know that [the money] has fallen from him? It would seem from this that the Mishnah allows
a finder to keep scattered coins regardless of whether the owner is aware of their loss. This
supports Rava's view. — ? —

The Gemara rejects this proof:
») onn — There, too, the Mishnah can be explained IINT PHY? ¥27TD — in accordance
with R' Yitzchak, who said in connection with a Baraisa quoted below: Ununy nvy o
NYY) NYV 521 1922 — A person is in the habit of touching his purse all the time to make sure
that his money is secure. ») N0 — Here too, in the case of our Mishnah, we may explain
that NYY) NYY 523 0°02 Wnwny »wy DTN — a person is in the habit of touching his purse
all the time to make sure that his money is secure. Therefore, it may safely be assumed that the
owner was aware of the loss shortly after it occurred, and had already despaired by the time the
coins were found. Thus, this case is not relevant to the issue of an object whose owner is not
aware of his loss.

The Gemara once again attempts to support Rava's position:
yny Xn — Come, learn a proof to Rava's opinion from another case of our Mishnah, which
stated: 1227579y — Round cakes of pressed figs DN DY 11271 — and a baker's
loaves ... 19¥ N ) — these belong to [the finder]. WX — Why may he keep them,
YN Y97 ¥y ND X)) — when [the owner] does not necessarily know that they have fallen
from him?

The Gemara rejects this proof as well:
») onin — There too, in that case of the Mishnah, we may say that PP 213X — since they
[the cakes of pressed figs and baker's loaves] are heavy, 2 ¥y vy — [the owner] is
certainly aware of their loss not long afterwards, even before they are found.

The Gemara once again attempts to support Rava's view:
vy 8p — Come, learn a proof to Rava's opinion from yet another clause of our Mishnah,
which stated: 19Y N M LN DY N — Tongues of purple wool... these belong to
the finder]. wWnpNY — But why, YN 5937 ¥y No X — when [the owner| does not
necessarily know that they [the tongues of purple wool] have fallen from him?

The Gemara rejects this proof as well:
») oni — There too, we may say that »VUNT 1) — since they are valuable, WINYN
M2 v¥nvnn — [the owner| constantly touches them to check that he has not lost them,
PNy 7712y — as R' Yitzchak said concerning money.
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