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Bava Metzia (Mishnah 25b)

2)2 Ny — If one found objects in a heap of stones, ¥ 5Nid1y — or in an old wall, o)
9v N — these belong to him. UTn 5nida X¥N — If he found them in a hole in a new
wall: no) P3N — If they were found from the middle [of the wall] and outward,
i7¥ — they belong to [the finder]; D299 P8 — if they were from the middle [of the
wall] inwards, 20 5ya 5¥ — they belong to the owner of the house.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 25b-26a)

The Gemara cites a Baraisa which explains the first ruling of the Mishnah:
N)7 — A Baraisa has taught that this is the reason one may keep what he finds in a heap of
stones or an old wall: 9 M0 9199 »on — Because [the finder] may say to [the owner] of
the heap or wall: Y oI DY — these objects once belonged to the Emorites, the ancient
inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara asks:
WINn 0N N — Is it only Emorites who put away things in walls, MWINND ND DN —
while Jews do not conceal them there? Surely it is reasonable to assume that the object found in
the wall is of more recent origin. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
NDM¥ N9 — It the Mishnah's ruling] is needed only in the case [26a] 290 PNYT —
where [the object] is extremely rusty.
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Old House (others lived in it before this owner):
If it's an old metziah, he can keep it, because he can say that it was an akum's.
If it's a new metziah, he cannot keep it because someone might have put it there.
However, if it's a city of mostly akum, according to Shach you can keep it, but according
to Nesivos you can't.

New House (the present owner or his ancestors built it):
On the outer half of the wall you can keep it if it was there a long time so that the owner had
yiush.
On the inner half it belongs to the houseowner because he kept it there a long time.
If he admits that it's not his or his father's, the finder can keep it.

If he sold the house and the buyer found an old metziah:

If it's an old house, the buyer can usually keep it. However, if the seller can prove that it was his
ancestor's he can take it back according to > T1on0; but according to Rav Chaim Kohn a person loses
possession when it's not going to found like zuto shel yam.

If it's a new house and the seller claims that it is his, he keeps it. If he admits that it is not his, the
buyer keeps it. If he doesn't make any claim, we claim for him that it was probably his father's. But
according to Rav Chaim Kohn, a new house is just probable that it wasn't hidden; but if we know that it
was old and hidden, it is zuto shel yam. According to Melamed L'Hoyil, the new house is talking even
when it was hidden, since it certainly belongs to the owner.]

The same will with the case of the library. The library is like the case of an old house, since it certainly
was something that belonged to another person. The library never acquired it; the borrower keeps it.
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