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Bava Metzia (Mishnah 26b)

y201n N9 NN — If one purchases produce from his fellow, N9 120 WV NPWY IN —
or his fellow sends him produce, Myn 102 XYM — and he finds coins among it, A
9y W — they belong to him. PN ») o — However, if [the coins] were tied and
bundled so that they are identifiable, v7191m SV — he must take them and announce his
find.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 26b-27a)
WY 27 DN WP v N — Reish Lakish said in the name of R' Yannai: NINNY ND —
[The Sages of the Mishnah,] who permitted the finder to keep coins found among purchased
produce taught this only [27a] 990 Y NPYA — in a case where one purchases the
produce from a merchant, who himself purchased his produce from many suppliers; pal
120 Syan Npva — but in a case where one purchases produce from a private householder
and finds something in it, NNy 2N — he is obligated to return it to that person.

The Gemara asks:
M 27 M2 X — Rav Nachman told him: YT sya man Sya ») — But did the
householder thresh them himself? Surely not! It was his hired workers who threshed the
produce. Why, if so, should the objects be returned? Since we cannot determine from which of
the many threshers it fell, the finder should be allowed to keep it. — ? —

9 9N — [The teacher of the Baraisos] told [Rav Nachman]: RN — Should I delete
it? 2 9N — [Rav Nachman] told him: N> — No, you need not delete it. DYINN
ynnn — Rather, interpret the Baraisa as referring D)Y¥227 INNAYY 1T2Y OT DY \WTY 1D —

to a case in which he threshed them by means of his Canaanite slave and maidservant.
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I Tosafos and Mordechai disagree if the 9) will be cleaned out (Avodas HaGeirshuni). According
to Tosafos the treasure would be found, but according to Mordechai you still didn't intend to purchase it.
According to Tosafos the silver would have been found when he started melting it for his roof
[unless it was some sort of support]; according to Mordechai you still didn't intend to buy silver.
According to Tosafos gold in the collar will be found when it is checked for shaatnez; according
to Mordechai you still didn't intend to buy the gold.
According to Tosafos a diamond in the coffee tin will be found; according to Mordechai you still
didn't intend to buy the diamond.

I Do we hold like the Mordechai and Rema?

Nesivos says no, and Aruch HaShulchan agrees.

Mishnah Berurah quotes Chinuck Beis Yehudah that if the akum did not know about Reuven's
chametz he does not acquire it and it is forbidden after Pesach.

Therefore, the one holding the object can say » o like Mordechai, Rema, and Mishnah Berurah.

I If the object is found to be completely different than expected.

If the iron was found to be silver, according to Tosafos it will be found, but according to
Mordechai the first one had no intention.

The Levush, though, says that the second one keeps the silver (it's not clear if he is going with
Mordechai or if he holds that Tosafos agrees that this too will not be discovered).

v If the object has some hidden value.

If the bills were hundred dollar bills instead of fifties, everyone could agree that he acquires them,
because he wanted to acquire those bills. [unless you say that a fifty dollar bill is as different from a
hundred a bill as silver is from lead.]

[If there was an extra bill, that would be like a new thing that he did not have in mind to

acquire. ]
A bottle cap that has something printed on it would also be the same since he wants to own the
cap.

If the coin was found to be valuable, I think the owner gave up his right to look it up since he
knows coins are valuable. It's not like a mistake in the identity of the bills.
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