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Bava Metzia (21b)

yny X — Come, learn a proof from the following Mishnah (Maasros 3:4): 7772 NMIYNP —
Cut figs found in the road, MR NTY 7823998 — and even those found beside a field of
cut figs spread out to dry; 2) — and similarly, TYI2 NV NINM — in the case of a fig
tree that hangs over the road, nnn 0N — the figs beneath it 21 DIVN NN —
are permissible with respect to the prohibition of theft, i.e. they are deemed ownerless and
taking them does not constitute theft, Iwynn N NNV — and they are exempt from the
requirement of maaser, as is the law with all ownerless produce. DN DTN —
However, in regard to olives and carobs found under the same conditions, MoN — it is
prohibited for the finder to keep them. YR ND »AND NYM) NopYa — Now, it is
understandable that the beginning section of the Mishnah does not contradict Abaye's view
for the following reason: »2UNT 23X — Since [the cut figs] are valuable, NI YNYNN —
the owner constantly checks on them and is aware of their loss almost as soon as it occurs.
») MNM — In the case of the fig tree, too, we may say that NIDIT YT ¥R — [the owner] is
aware that the figs tend to drop from the tree, and he therefore despairs in advance of
recovering any figs.

Bava Metzia (22b)
YN 177 NI7T 72 NONX 17 7Y 0N — Rav Acha the son of Rava said to Rav Ashi: INND )
N27 2aniNT — Now that Rava has been refuted in regard to his acceptance of a state of yiush

even without the owner's awareness of it, NPT 0 D) — regarding these wind-blown
dates, N7 W2oN ) — how may we eat them?

Rav Ashi replies:
7 mx — He said to [Rav Acha the son of Rava]: DWYNY D¥PY XONT )92 — Since there
are vermin and crawling creatures NP 20N NPT — that eat [the fallen dates,] WIND
NIRYD ) Unn — [the owner] certainly despairs of recovering them from the very

beginning, even before they are blown from the tree.
Rav Acha continues his line of questioning:
NPY PN 2 DT M — Orphans who are minors, and are not yet legally capable of

relinquishing their rights, Nn — what will you say in regard to their dates?
Rav Ashi responds:
7 mx — Rav Ashi said to him: WP NDONT NYIND NIND — We do not presume that

an entire valley is comprised of the land of orphans.

Rav Acha pursues this further:
W TRV Pymn — What is the law in regard to dates from trees on land well established to
belong to orphans? N NP1 — What is the law in regard to dates that have fallen off trees
that are surrounded by stone walls?

Rav Ashi responds:
2 N — [Rav Ashi] told him: yYox — They are indeed forbidden to the finder.
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