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Bava Metzia (Mishnah 29b)
N9 N Py N8N — If one found a sack or a box, 2199 1977 PNY 127 92) — or any other
object that would not be his practice to pick up, 519 N> "y 0 — he need not pick it up.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 30a)
The Gemara seeks a source for this:

"»n NN — From where is this derived 127 90T — From that which the Rabbis taught
in a Baraisa: "Pryn, — The verse states: And you shall hide from them. This teaches
that when you sight a lost object, 07y NINY DNY9 — there are times that you may hide,
D2YNN NHNX XY Ny — and there are times that you may not hide. T3 X0 — How is
this? Yo mn — If [the finder] was a Kohen, nn2pn 1232 N — and [the lost object]
was in a cemetery; Y2t MY WX — or similarly, if ~[the finder| was an elder 292 PPN
7929 — and it is not befitting his dignity to pick up this particular object; NINDN NINY N
920 S¥n N2 ¥ — or if the [finder's] work is of greater monetary value than his fellow's
object.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 30b)
N27 N — Rava said: NN 19YaY 52 — Any object that one would return if it were his
own, NN M) 192N S¥a — he must also return if it is his fellow's. WD) 719 HYaY D)
— And any bundle that one would unload or load if it were his own, ..... 719 ") 192N Hva
WiV) — he must also help unload or load if it is his fellow's.
NNTIND DINP M PP 7272 DNynv’ »27 — R' Yishmael ben R' Yose was traveling on the road
N72) N0 M2 ¥)9 — when a certain man chanced to meet him. YINT NON9 T M — [The
man] had been carrying a bundle of wood, Namn N MPANIN — which he placed on the
ground and, now, he was resting. When he was ready to go on, 2 N — [the man] said
to [R' Yishmael ben R' Yose]: 997 — "Load the wood back upon me." Y MN —
[R' Yishmael ben R' Yose] replied to him: MY "2 — "How much is your [bundle]
worth?" NIT NP9 ™) N — He answered him: "Half a zuz." NIPD 7P 7 MIPON)
N7 — [R' Yishmael ben R' Yose] then gave him a half of a zuz as payment for the wood,
and pronounced [the wood] ownerless. 302 N2t 170 — Seeing that R' Yishmael had
renounced ownership over the wood, [the man] then grabbed it and took possession of it for
himself. MIPONY NIRT NIPS 729 7 770 — Once again, [R' Yishmael] gave him half a zuz
and pronounced [the wood] ownerless. N2 Y ITPNY dya NP MNT N — He
immediately saw that [the man] wished to go after the wood to acquire it yet again. IN
7 — He therefore said to him: INIPON XYY 910 — "With respect to the whole world,
I have pronounced them ownerless; NIPON N 791 — but with respect to you, I have not
pronounced them ownerless."

The Gemara eventually questions R' Yishmael's actions:
M 17127297 PN 11 20V 7272 ORYNY? I X)) — But R' Yishmael ben R' Yose was an elder, and
presumably it would not befit his honor to pile wood on a man's back. — ? —
TAYT NI PTD NPYHN 09 S0P 0272 ONYNY? ) — R' Yishmael ben R' Yose went beyond the
letter of the law.
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