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Bava Metzia (Gemara 30a)

02y NANY ONyd — There are times that you may hide, D7yNN NHN ONY DNy — and
there are times that you may not hide. 792 N) — How is this? Yo mn — If [the
finder] was a kohen, Nin2pn 1232 NN — and [the lost object] was in a cemetery.

NP TN NnY — For which of these cases is the verse needed to teach the finder's
exemption? NiN2P0 722 NN 1007 NN — If you will say for the case in which the finder
is a Kohen and [the object] he sights is in a cemetery, this cannot be, N9 — for here it
is obvious that he may not retrieve the object. Ny N — This obligation to return a lost
object constitutes a positive commandment, Ny Nwyn NY XD - whereas this requirement
that a Kohen not expose himself to the tumah of a corpse constitutes both a negative
commandment and a positive commandment; NYY NYYD ND DX ONTY DY DN ND) — and
the rule in such cases is that a positive commandment cannot come and push aside both a
negative commandment and a positive commandment! ym — And, furthermore, yet
another principle dictates that the Kohen should not retrieve the object: PN RPN WPNT N
NN — We do not push aside prohibitory law on account of monetary considerations!

Bava Metzia (Mishnah 32a)

n972 Axsn — If one found [an animal] in a barn, M2 2»N PN — he is not obligated to
retrieve it, for he should not assume that the animal is lost. 0277 Mvna — If, however, he
found the animal on public property, 2 2»n — he is indeed obligated to retrieve it.
nin2pn m2a N oXy — If the finder is a Kohen, and [the lost article] he sights was in a
cemetery, P NRY N> — he should not become tamei by entering the cemetery to retrieve
[the object].

Bava Metzia (9a)

N2 17 M — Rav Kahana said: Py3 21577 OIN N2 DY 1977 PRY 297 — Because it is not
customary for people to ride in the city; that is why he does not acquire through riding.

NIDD 277 *¥N 171 ™Y I — Rav Ashi asked Rav Kahana: N2YI PN DA NHPYN NIN —
But now, if you assume this to be true, then if one lifted a lost money pouch on the Sabbath,
N2V PN D>AINY DTN N2 DY 1977 PNY — since it is not customary for people to lift such a
pouch on the Sabbath, NP NOT M) »I7) — is the law also so that he does not acquire it?
Certainly not! NP T2y T2Y7 WD NN — Rather, we say that whatever he has done he has
done, i.e. although he transgressed the laws of the Sabbath when he lifted the pouch, still his act
constitutes a kinyan and he acquires the pouch. NPY T2Y TAYT NN M) N — Here too, if
someone rides an animal in the city, what he has done he has done, i.e. although he violated

convention, still his act should constitute a kinyan and he should thus acquire the animal.
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