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Bava Metzia (Mishnah 25b)

70 NN N N9 NN XY — If one found behind a fence or behind a wall DMIPN MDY
— young pigeons that were tied; niTvay p»ava X — or if he found such birds in the
paths of the fields, Y02 ¥ ND M ") ~— he should not touch them. NOYND 9D N¥N —
If he found a utensil in a garbage heap: NN oX — If [the utensil] is covered, NO
12 y» — he should not touch it; n2»n ox — if it is uncovered, »I19m DV — he must
take it and announce it.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 25b)
NpYL N — What is the reason that the finder must not touch the birds? W INT — For we
say NPYIYN YN 7N — that a person perhaps concealed these birds behind the fence, W)
Y »pY — and, if [the finder] takes them in order to return them, NYDD Y NP 1
72 — their owner does not have available any identifying mark on [these birds] by
which to reclaim them. nYpaYy 7990 — Therefore, let [the finder] leave them Ty
NP pY) IR NNT — until their owner comes and takes them.

The Gemara objects:
WXy — But why? ... N0 R nipy — Let the type of knot serve as a siman! — ? —

The Gemara answers:

27 ION NT 92 NIX 027 N — R' Abba bar Zavda said in the name of Rav: PIVIPNI
y7°9)22 — The Mishnah is dealing with [birds] tied by their wings, which cannot serve as a
siman, NP MVPN N NNPY ¥910T — because everyone ties [birds] in this particular manner.

The Gemara objects again:
Y20 DIPN NP1 — But let the place where they were found serve as a siman! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
NON 92 NIPw 21 X — Rav Ukva bar Chama said: Y7192 — The Mishnah is dealing
with [birds] that can hop from place to place.

The Gemara asks:
Y7702 »W — If the Mishnah is dealing with [birds] that can hop, NN NRPYn — then they
might hve come from elsewhere, Y — and they should be permitted for the finder to
keep. Why does the Mishnah forbid the finder to take the birds?

The Gemara answers:
NN NOOYN MWMY NN ~— Indeed, it is possible to say that they came from elsewhere,
INPYINN UPN W07 XDN) — but it is also possible to say that a person concealed them behind
this fence. n»N P90 M M — Thus, it is a find regarding which a doubt exists whether it
was deliberately placed there for safekeeping; 27 IIN XTI 92 NAX 021 ) — and R' Abba
bar Zavda said in the name of Rav: nMYN PaY 93 — Any found object regarding which a
doubt exists whether it was deliberately placed there, 219 N2 N?nn2y — one should not
pick it up as a first resort; 5v) ox) — but if he picked it up, MM N> — he should not
return it to any claimant.

Bava Metzia (Baraisa 31a)

973 782 WYV — Regarding a cloak beside a fence, 973 782 0T — a hatchet beside a
fence, D791 2 NYII N9 — or a cow grazing in the vineyards, DTN N PN — it is
not a lost object.
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