cms-23 “Lost and Founds” - N9°AN 99V

Bava Metzia (Mishnah 29b)

0190 N¥n — If one found books, DY DWYOYY TNN 102 X — he should read from them
once in thirty days, to air them out and prevent their decay. MIpo y19 ivx ox) — If he does
not know how to read, 17713 — he should roll them from beginning to end to air them out.

noNMA D2 TN ND SIX — However, he should not study in them any text he is learning for
the first time, since he would then keep the scroll open for longer than necessary, which might
lead to its damage. ny NN NP’ N9) — Nor should another person read from the scroll
together with him, so that they should not each pull the scroll in opposite directions, causing it
to tear.

mo) N¥n — If one found a garment, oy DWOYY TN AN — he should shake it out once
every thirty days, M27¥P MNLIY) — and spread it out as necessary for its needs, to prevent
its disintegration, 171299 N5 928 — but he should not spread it out for his own honor, to
decorate his home. nying " qu 9> — If he found silver utensils or copper utensils,
12787 02 vnnvn — he should make use of them as necessary for their needs, ND DIN
PNYY — but not to the extent that he wears them down. 5101 %921 2y %93 — If he found
gold utensils or glass utensils, 102 y» N9 — he should not touch them at all while he holds
them, o XY Ty — until Elijah the Prophet comes and reveals the identity of their
owner.

Bava Kamma (56b)
Mmn — It was stated: NTIX MW — Regarding one who watches a lost object, N7
)T OIN MY I — Rabbah says that he is treated as an unpaid custodian, who is liable for
damages to the article in his care only if he was negligent. MT 2V IV N 9O 17 — But
Rav Yosef says that he is treated as a paid custodian, who is liable even if he was not
negligent.

The Gemara explains their respective positions:
T DIN MY N M2 — Rabbah says that he is treated as an unpaid custodian, NN ONND
9 >0N NP — because what benefit does he derive from watching the lost object? ..... e 17
MT 72V MY M — Rav Yosef says that he is treated as a paid custodian. NDT NINID N2
N)OYY NP9 MY 22Ny Nyl — On account of the benefit that he does not need to give bread
to a pauper while he is occupied with watching the lost object, 72V MY N — he is
deemed a paid custodian.

The Gemara gives another reason for Rav Yosef's ruling:
70 YW9NT XX — Some explain it as follows: MT Y NIV N 909 211 — Rav Yosef
says that he is treated as a paid custodian, MNTID HYa M TAYY NIHNTT 2 — for since the
Torah obligated him to watch the lost object against his will, T IV MIVYI 7990 — he is
consequently deemed a paid watchman.

Sifri (Devarim 22, 2)

"2 N ON INONY' — When the pasuk states: You shall gather it into "your" house, it means:
NN 125 XY — But not in the house of another person.
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