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Bava Metzia (27a-27b)
iy NyN — They inquired: N7 I RDMINT PO — Is the law that we return a lost object to one
who offers its simanim Biblical or Rabbinic in origin?
PPN Np9) «wn — What is the practical difference? [27b] 0901 NYN V) Y PTIINY — The
difference is whether to return a woman's get based on a claimant's knowledge of its simanim. W
WATDN XOINT NN — If you say that reliance on simanim is Biblical, then we would return a lost get
on this basis. N7 NN N — But if you say that reliance on simanim is a Rabbinic enactment, we
would not return a lost ger on this basis. NPIPP P21 1y 3 — For regarding which matters would
the Rabbis have legislated an enactment to rely on simanim? N2 — Only insofar as monetary
law is concerned. NP N2 Y ND NPENd 92X — However, insofar as prohibitory law is
concerned, the Rabbis would not have legislated such an enactment...
yny Np — Come, learn a proof from a Mishnah: PTYN PN — We may not testify regarding the
identity of a corpse 0290 PNI9 Yy N9 — unless the testimony is based on observation of the face
ovinn oy — including the nose. 19223 199132 PID vy 29 by qn — Lacking such observation, we may
not testify although there are simanim on his body and on his garments. WD PIDD PPN YNY
NINT — Learn from [this Mishnah] that reliance on simanim is not Biblical.
X — They said: M) TNT 1993 — Perhaps the simanim which were disqualified regarding his
body refer to testimony that he was either tall or short.
»nd Ny — Shall we say the matter is the subject of a dispute among Tanaaim? For it was taught in a
Baraisa: NN DY PDYN PN — We may not testify regarding the identity of a corpse, in order to
permit the wife to remarry based on recognition of a wart. N NINN 12 NyoN) — But Elazar ben
Mehavai says: NOWD DY YN — We may testify on the basis of a wart. NPPNP NN N NP —
Do they not dispute precisely this point? N2AT PIPD 120 NpP NINT — For apparently, the Tanna
Kamma holds that determination by simanim is a Rabbinic enactment PIPD 720 ONINN 13 NYIN)
NINT — and Elazar ben Mehavai holds that determination by identifying marks is Biblical law.
Rava rejects this reasoning:
..N27mx — Rava said:... NN TPy2N — If you prefer, say: NHNRYNY MHIVY NPN NMY RNPY 77107
N Ny — All concur that a wart does not tend to change its appearance after death, PIPO)
1277 — and all concur that simanim are merely Rabbinic in nature. NI P2 YD NI NI
»o91nP — But here their dispute centers on whether a wart is considered to be a unique siman. glal
920 — One master holds NI PRI YD N — a wart is a unique siman and is therefore
sufficient proof to permit the wife to remarry. 920 9 — And the other master holds IND NI
NI PN YD — a wart is not a unique siman.
N217 9 — Rava said: 17 >y ox — If you assume NDTINT WD P30 — that determination
of ownership based on simanim is not Biblical, PP NRPAN WITIN 0 — how, then, do we
return a lost object on the basis of simanim?...
NN Yy2 MY ) — The rightful owner is content MORPYN PP 1Y — that the Rabbis enact
a law allowing one to provide simanim as evidence of ownership and to thereby take [the object].
Y MY 0r1yT Y1 ¥y — Since he knows that he has no identifying witnesses to testify that the lost
object is his, N M — he therefore says to himself: PTT OPNIN PIDDOYT NI Ny 11 — It
is probable that no one but me knows [the object's] unique simanim. AT OPNIN PIPD NI NN
my Nwpwy — Therefore, I will provide its unique simanim as evidence of ownership, and thereby
retrieve [the object].
Bava Metzia (28b)
127 »p — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: NN D NTARY N 92 MIYNI2 — Originally, anyone
who lost an object NPV PIPD 1NN M — would give the evidence of its simanim and take it.
PRI 127WN — When dishonest people became numerous, 2 OMIN MY PN — [the Sages]
decreed that they should say to [the claimant]: PN ONPTY INDT O'TY NI XY — Go and bring
witnesses that you are not a dishonest person, 9701 — and then take it.
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