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Bava Metzia (25b)
127 »p — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 71 yop x¥InD — If one found a sela coin in
the market, 12 9N 19220 ¥ — and his fellow encountered him and said to him:

N1 9Y — "[The coin] is mine," and the claimant went on to state one of the following features
of the coin: N NYTN — "It is new''; NN M¥P) ~— or "it is a Neronian''; 120 HY
N NY9 — or "It is of king so-and-so,'' — D N N9 — he has said nothing of
significance, and the finder may keep the coin. Ty Ny — Not only that, VY 12PN NIN
2y 1302 — but even if [the claimant's] name is written on [the coin], DY M NY — he
has said nothing of significance, yavNY Y0 PRY 097 — because there is no valid siman
for a coin.

The Gemara explains:
N7 — For [the finder]| can say: PRON O N0y T — Perhaps [the claimant] spent [the
coin], 293 NPINN WNM — and it fell from another person.

Bava Metzia (23b)
1 N — The master said in a Baraisa: » 5¢¥ nyan — If one found barrels of wine,
MY SY) — or of oil, NN Yy — or of grain, M7)7) SY) — or of dried figs, oV
oy — or of olives, 19¥ 1N ") — these belong to [the finder]. NP ND) — But we
have learned in a Mishnah: 1 >715 — If one found jugs of wine Y >72) — or jugs of
oil, .1190Y 270 — he is obligated to announce his find...

The Gemara's final answer:
N »aN — Abaye said: N Y9N — You may even say DIY72 PN PPN — that this
Mishnah and this Baraisa both deal with a sealed [container], NP NY— and still there
is no contradiction. 82 — Here, in the Mishnah, NIYIND NNV OTP — it deals with
a sealed container found before the storehouses opened, i.e. before the season in which the
winemakers sell to the storekeepers. In that case one must announce a container with such a seal.
W2 — Here, in the Baraisa, NINYIND NNV XY — it deals with a sealed container found
after the storehouses opened to sell wine to the storekeepers. In that case one who finds a
container with such a seal may keep it.

The Gemara cites an incident in which Abaye actually ruled according to his distinction:
NIN 92 2Py 277 N D — This is like that ruling which was issued in the case of Rav Yaakov

bar Abba, NINT 82N N2YN — who found a barrel of wine NIYIND INN9Y — after
the winemakers' storehouses had opened and their wine was sold to the stores. RPY NON
»anT— He came before Abaye to ask what he should do with the wine. Y MN —

[Abaye] said to him: 7U99 9Py 9% — " Go take it for yourself."
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