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Bava Metzia (23b)
nvy 19 N w3 — [The Rabbis] inquired of Rav Sheishess: Y20 N YN — Is the
number of items found together considered a siman, YD N N2 N — or is it not

considered a siman?

Rav Sheishess responds:
nyy 17317 N — Rav Sheishess said to them: MmN — You have learned the answer to
this in a Baraisa, which states: q992 99 N¥n — If one found silver vessels, nYing "o —
or copper vessels, 92N YY 117003 — or broken pieces of lead, NdHN 32D 921 — or any
metal vessels, M0 NO M ) — he should not return these to any claimant, WY Ty
nix — until [the claimant] provides a siman, YDORPYN PPV TY X — or until he states
their weight accurately.

Rav Sheishess concludes:
Y20 NN SpYnTm — Now, since the weight of a lost object is considered a siman, I NN
YD NN M) — its size its number is also considered a siman.

Bava Metzia (Baraisa 24a)
PYN INYIV NoY DOVTN D92 10 9X) — And these are the new vessels to which the eye has not

grown accustomed, v190Y 290 ivNY — which [the finder] is therefore not obligated to
announce. 12 — For example, NP POVNRN >72 — rods of needles and spinning
forks, NMMTIR YY NN — and strings of axes. YINNY 9N 93 — Regarding all these
objects that they have said are unidentifiable, oM NN — when are they permitted to
the finder to keep? TN TON WXYHY Y012 — When he found them one by one; NS DIN
07)Y 01)Y — But if he found them two by two, v12n07 2”0 — he is obligated to announce
them.

Bava Metzia (Baraisa 25a)

TNN 720 DY 92X — But in the case of coins of one king ) >TT0 22 10T — where all [the
coins] are of equal size, YTTON ONINT 1) DY X — then even though they are lying upon one
another 19¥ 9N ) — these belong to [the finder], NN MNINN WX — for we may
say it just so happened 919) 710 *102 — that the coins fell together.

N PN 27 — R' Yochanan says: TN 720 OV 199N — Even identically sized coins of one

king, which are stacked one directly upon the other, v1on M) — [the finder] must also
announce.

The Gemara raises an objection:
v1on NN — What does [the finder] announce? » — Seemingly, the number of coins he
found. The owner can then identify them by describing their arrangement. NPT NYPNOND
— But if that is so, why does the Mishnah discuss a case of three coins? M) PIN IPIN —

Even two should also have to be announced, for in that case, too, the owner can identify them by
describing their arrangement! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
N»27 N — Ravina said: v191n Ny2v — [The finder] announces merely that he found
coins, without mentioning the number. The owner must then state how many coins he lost — in
addition to their arrangement — in order to reclaim them. Since two coins cannot be identified
by their number, the finder may keep them.
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