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Bava Metzia (23b-24a)
D MIN MYIN 32 )iy 0227 — R' Shimon ben Elazar says etc. that one who finds
anporya vessels is not obligated to announce them.

The Gemara defines the term anporya:
NN N — What are anporya vessels? oY MmN N 17 I — Rav Yehudah
said in the name of Shmuel: PYN DYV NV O TN 092 — New vessels to which
the eye has not yet grown accustomed. The owner has not used them long enough to be
able to recognize them.

The Gemara questions this ruling:
720 — What is the case? Y20 12 1N X — If [the new vessels| have a siman
on them, N0 OND PYD 1NYIY N v — of what concern is it that the owner's eye has
not yet grown accustomed to them? Y20 N2 YT ow — If they do not have a
siman on them, NN NN PYD 1NYaY » — of what benefit is it that the owner's eye
has grown accustomed to them?

The Gemara answers:
D7y — Actually, R' Shimon ben Elazar's rule holds true in a case Y0 N NPT —
in which they do not have a siman. m») NP9 — The practical consequence of
[this ruling] NIV NIPNY PPTIND — 1s whether to return them to a Rabbinical
scholar NYY ™My>2V2 — on the basis of visual recognition. Yy Ny — If the
owner's eye has grown accustomed to them, M2 MY O — he is certain about
them, P ?1T70m — and we return them to him on the basis of his visual
recognition alone. YYD JNYaYw NO »> — But if the eye has not yet grown accustomed
to them, M2 M7 Op N> — he is not certain about them, M2 PR N —
and we do not return them to him. Therefore, there is no reason to announce them and
the finder may keep them, as R' Shimon ben Elazar ruled.

The Gemara cites an Amoraic statement in support of this principle:
a0y N N 27 MNT — For Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: NN3
'»n non — In only these three matters PN NYNT 1271 72y — s it the practice
of Rabbis to deviate in their speech from the truth: N2Pn32 — in regard to
knowledge of a tractate, N9 — in regard to matters of the bed, [24a]
NPAYIND — and in regard to hospitality.

The Gemara explains the point of Shmuel's statement:
mPN NP9 NN — What is the practical consequence of Shmuel's observation? N
N7VW N — Mar Zutra said: It is relevant to know in which matters a Rabbinical scholar
1s permitted to lie, NYY MYV NNTIAN MY P PTIND — to determine whether to return
a lost object to him based on his visual recognition of it.... »vn NO>7T ™32 Wy X — If
we know about him that he does not deviate from the truth N21 NN NIN — except

in regard to these three matters, 2 17010 — we return the lost object to him on
the basis of his visual recognition of it. MPINN P02 NN Xy — But if he deviates
from the truth in regard to other matters as well, 2 19770N N> — we do not return

a lost object to him on the basis of his visual recognition.
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