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Ki Seitzei (22:1-2)

your brother or his sheep straying and hide from them, return, you shall return them to your
brother.

12 MY DR PN YIT TY TRy 7 7002 TIR-ON INIDN) IRYT N2 PPN PN 2R NI-ON), And if
your brother is not close to you, and you do not know him, you shall gather it into your house,
and it shall be with you until your brother seeks it out, and you shall return it to him.

Bava Metzia (31a)

N272 N2T70 N0 2 N — A certain one of the Rabbis said to Rava: NN — Say that
the term, "ayin, — return, Ny NN — denotes returning one time; and the following
term, "02Yn, — you shall return them, "Nt M — denotes returning two times. There

would thus be an obligation to return a lost object only twice, not four or five times, as the
Mishnah taught! — ? —

Rava replies:
2 N — [Rava] said to him: VYN ONY9 NN DN "avn, — The term, refurn, connotes
that one must return an object even one hundred times. As for the additional phrase,
"D2Yn, — you shal return them, this teaches the following: 29 NN D PN — From the
Torah's mention that one must return a lost object, I know only that the finder can return the lost
object to [the owner's] house. 191 1N27N iNP)Y — But from where is it derived that if he
returns it to [the owner's] garden, or to his ~ruin, he has also fulfilled his obligation?
"oVYn, MY YN — For the verse states: You shall return them; which implies: 291
DIPH — you may return them in any manner, i.e. you may return them even to the owner's
garden or his ruin.

The Gemara inquires:

"7 20 — What is the case? NVYNT W — If [the garden or ruin] is protected from
potential intruders, then the object would be safe there, NVW9 — and it is obvious that the
finder may return the object to this place! NIVYND NOT W — And if [this place] is not

protected, WnpNX — then why indeed should the finder be permitted to leave the object there?
The Gemara answers:
NIVYNT 027 — Actually, Rava is referring to a place that is protected; 17 YDUN NP N —
and it is of this that [the verse] informs us: D7ya NyT »ya N>7 — That we do not require
the awareness of the owner that his object has been returned; i.e. the finder may return an
object to the owner's protected garden or deserted building, and he need not inform the owner
that he has returned it.
The Gemara continues:
IINT NYPN 79 — And this teaching of Rava is in accordance with the opinion of R' Elazar,

who said: DYya NyT PN Y50 — Every case in which something is returned requires the
awareness of the owners, NTAN N2vYnn YN — except for the case of returning a lost
object, n270 Mavin nnan RNy — for, here, the Torah included many types of

returning as being valid.
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