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Bava Metzia (99a)
N1 27 9N — Rav Huna said: 920N DITR ONivn — Regarding one who borrows a
hatchet from his fellow for a particular period of time — N)P 12 yp2 — once he chops

wood with it, he acquires it, INJP ND 73 ypa N9 — but so long as he has not chopped wood
with it, he has not yet acquired it.

The Gemara clarifies Rav Huna's ruling:
WY — Regarding what legal consequence is the above distinction made? POIND RPN —
If we say that it was made regarding the borrower's assumption of responsibility for
unavoidable mishaps, M9 N)Y NN — how, then, is the Mishnah's case of a borrowed cow
different, NNy nywnT — for there the borrower is subject to liability from the time of
borrowing? nNY N9 — Rather, Rava Huna's distinction was made regarding the lender's
right of retraction, as follows: a2 ypa — Once [the borrower| chops wood with [the
hatchet], oMY M2 710 80 N> — the lender cannot renege on [his agreement] to lend the
tool for the stipulated period of time. 2 yp2 N> — But so long as [the borrower] has not
chopped wood with it, 32 9710 NYN >¥)n — the lender can renege on [his agreement].
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