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Bava Metzia (69b)
N17 N — Rava said: ™IANY M9 MY IPNY MY Y — A person is allowed to say to his
fellow, w7 790 — “Here you have four zuzim, M NVIY AIN) — now go and lend

money to so-and-so.” MPN2 NMZN NNAN 727 NN N7R NION NO — The Torah forbade
ribbis only when [payment]| comes from the borrower to the lender.

Another case:
~27 9 — And Rava also said: MIINY M2 WPRY YPNY My MY — A person is allowed to
say to his fellow, M DY 77 Py — “Take these four zuzim for yourself, > 790N

JOVINY 11792 M7 — and go tell so-and-so that he should lend me money.” NPYV NP —
What is the reason that this is permitted? 2PV NP NPNNX 12¥ — [The intermediary] is
merely taking payment for speaking to the lender on behalf of the borrower.

The Gemara reports an actual case of such an arrangement:
N99 277 M2 0 NINT N 3 — As in the case of Abba Mar the son of Rav Pappa, ... >py mn
WPPN NPPT NN — who used to take disks of wax from wax merchants ... 72N P9 90N)
— and he would then tell his father, > Porix — “Lend them money.”
N99 17 21 ™2 » X — The Rabbis who observed this said to Rav Pappa: 0T 72 DN
Na7 — Our master's son enjoys interest on the loans that you, our master, advance! N
1n? — [Rav Pappa] said to them: 212°) NP2 NN " D3 — Any such interest, he may
enjoy. MPN2 NMZN NNAND 727 NN NP NIOX No — The Torah forbade ribbis only when
[payment] comes from the borrower to the lender. DPY RP NPNNX 12V X0 — Here, [my
son] is merely taking payment for speaking to me on behalf of the borrowers, MY — and
that is permitted.
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