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Bava Metzia (71a-b)

127 9n — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: "2 TY) PN NPR-ON,, — The Torah states:
You shall not take from him (your fellow Jew) neshech or ribbis. 29y 39 NYY) NHN DIN —
However, you may, become a guarantor for him (your fellow Jew) on an interest-bearing
loan.

The Gemara clarifies the Baraisa:/71b]
WY 29y — To whom may one act as a guarantor (for a Jewish borrower) on an
interest-bearing loan? Is it to a Jewish lender or to a gentile lender? ONIWY 17y NN — If
you will say that one can act as a guarantor to a lender who is a Jew, N)P N — but we
have learned in a Mishnah: Nyyn N>2 123y 39X — The following persons violate a
negative commandment with regard to an interest-bearing loan: DYTYN) 27YN MY MPNPN —
the lender, the borrower, the guarantor and the witnesses. Thus, it is forbidden to act as a
guarantor in an interest-bearing loan between Jews. 27 N9 — Rather, the Baraisa means
that one may act as a guarantor for a Jewish borrower to a gentile lender.

The Gemara asks:
»2)7 Y17 192 — But since gentile law dictates N2 02 T — that [the lender] goes
directly to the guarantor, rather than the borrower, to claim the debt, and the guarantor must
pay him the principal and interest, NIP2Y PR DPY RPT 3% 3N — when the guarantor
subsequently claims it from the borrower it is he who is taking the interest from him, and it
ought to be forbidden. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
nYy 17 N — Rav Sheishess said: SN OPTA NPT Yy Y — The Baraisa is referring to
a case where [the gentile] took upon himself to be governed by Jewish law with respect to
this loan, and thus he would not claim directly from the guarantor.

The Gemara challenges the answer:
NPT PTY PRy D X — If he took upon himself to be governed by Jewish law, iapok)
2ipwo N ') — he should also not be allowed to take interest. — ? —

The answer is clarified:
nYY 11 N — Rav Sheishess said: np oy YpY — The case of the Baraisa is that he took
upon himself to be governed by Jewish law for this (not to claim directly from the guarantor),
nY Yoy H2>p NoY — but did not take it upon himself for that (not to take interest).
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From the Rema in 170 we learn that you cannot pass on interest expenses to the borrower.
From 168 we learn that you cannot be an agent using your credit card to allow your friend to pay interest directly to the bank.

[From the Mechaber in 170 we will learn next week that you cannot be a guarantor on a loan or mortgage.
From 168 we learn that you cannot take out the mortgage on your name relying on the friend to make the payments.]
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