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Bava Metzia (69b)
NP2 XYW M NN MN 80N 27 — Rav Chama used to rent out zuz coins for a fee of one
peshita per day. He was careful to specify that the coins were being rented, not lent. MDD

NN 277 — Eventually, Rav Chama's money was depleted, i.e. he lost all his money, as a
punishment for violating the prohibition of ribbis.

920 0 — He had reasoned that renting out money for a fee is permitted, because NIV OND
N1 — why is it any different than renting out an article such as a spade. If one is permitted
to rent out a spade for a fee, one should also be permitted to rent out coins for a fee. NN ND)
— But it is not so. NYY2 NTD N — As regards a spade, it itself is returned to its owner
when the rental period expires. NN Y1 — And furthermore, its depreciation through
wear and tear is recognizable. Therefore, the owner is allowed to take a rental fee. ND
MYy » 70 — In contrast, regarding coins, they themselves are not returned to the original
owner when the rental period expires. NN Y1 N9 — And furthermore, even if the
original coins are returned intact, they suffer no recognizable depreciation. Therefore the

owner is not allowed to charge a fee for renting them out. Any fee that he charges constitutes
ribbis.

Bava Metzia (Mishnah 75a)

199202 DN N> ND — A person may not say to his fellow: VN 9PN — “Lend me a
kor of wheat, 1712 72 yex ) — and I will give you back a kor after the harvest at the
threshing season.” 12 MiN 52X — But he may say to him: %1 NV TY O PPN — “Lend
me a kor of wheat until my son comes to unlock my own wheat,” NN NYNNY TY N — or
“until I find the key.” 70N 990 — But Hillel prohibits it. IMIN 5910 M 1N — And
similarly Hillel ruled stringently on another point and used to say: NHNI2ND 723 NYN MPYN N
— A woman may not lend a loaf to her friend to be repaid with another loaf YYnY Ty
07— unless she assesses its value at the time of the loan. VN NP 8PY — For perhaps
wheat will become more expensive, 27 >7Y NIND NN — and as a result [the parties]
will be found to have come to a violation of the laws of interest.

Bava Metzia (Gemara 75a)

The Gemara quotes the last part of the Mishnah and elaborates on it:
N 591 M1 121 — And similarly Hillel ruled stringently and used to say: ("2 NYN NP N
— A woman may not lend, etc. [a loaf to her friend unless she assesses its value.] 29 N
v N N7 — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: 591727 % — These words
represent only a minority opinion; they are only the words of Hillel. D>1NIN DMIN DIN —
But the Sages argue and say: DND Dy719 DND 012 — One may lend a loaf without
specifying its value and one may pay back a loaf without specifying its value.
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