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Bava Kamma (27b)

M2 Np¥ — [Rav Chisda] sent to [Rav Nachman]: "0 2T XY NNNT — There was a
water cistern that belonged to two people, PN TN 9T M 8NP YT — and they had an
arrangement that each day one of them would draw water from the cistern. T NP TN NN
P> NOT Np2 — Once it happened that one of the partners came and was drawing water on a
day that was not his, 2 N — and [the other partner] said to him: NI OITT NP —
“It is my day!” 32 MYN N> — [The offending partner] paid no attention to him,

NN NPT N9 DpY — whereupon [the complainant] took the handle of a shovel and struck
him with it.

Rav Nachman responds:
m? N — [Rav Nachman] said to [Rav Chisda]: MNRY X792 > MxY — Let him strike
[his partner] even a hundred blows with the shovel's handle! He would not be liable to pay at
all, YD NPT OPN TAY NY IINT \NDY 199N — because even according to the one who
says that a person may not enforce the law for himself, YD NPT WOPN TAY NTDI DIPNa
— he agrees that where a loss would result from his inaction a person may enforce the law for
himself!
MNT — For it was stated: X NN 237 — Rav Yehudah says that NPT WOPN TIY ND
MYy — a person may not enforce the law for himself. N pM 171 — But Rav
Nachman says that YN NPT Y¥OPN Ty — a person may enforce the law for himself.
MY ND NPPY O91D NPDO NONT N — Now, where there will be a loss if he does not take
action, no one disputes YD RYPT WPN TAyT — that a person may enforce the law for
himself. 29> — Where do they disagree? NTD9 NPT XD — They disagree where
there will be no loss if he does not take action.
Inx N 27 — Rav Yehudah says that YY) NPT WPN TIY ND — a person may not
enforce the law for himself, NTD9 X2DT 1127 — for since there will be no loss to him if
he waits until a judge takes action, NPT R Y — let him go before a judge! LA
N — But Rav Nachman says: YYD NPT WPN Ty — A person may enforce the law
for himself even in a case where no loss will result, 2y 7127027 — for since he is acting
in accordance with the law, N1v N> — he does not have to trouble himself and go before a
judge.

The Gemara challenges Rav Yehudah's view:
N2 27 ) — Rav Kahana challenged Rav Yehudah from the following Baraisa: )12
N 32 — Ben Bag Bag says: MY NV TPV NN 910D 7720 I8N 0121 O — Do not enter
your neighbor's courtyard to retrieve your property without asking permission, NPRY
21233 oy NN — lest you thereby appear as a thief. 12 990N vy N 9aY 8o — Rather,
smash his teeth and say to him, S0 "M OPY — “I am taking my own property!”

Rav Yehudah defends his view:

2 N — [Rav Yehudah] said to [Rav Kahana]: [28a] TRy — Is this a valid
challenge in your opinion?! NI NN )2 52 12 — Ben Bag Bag, the Tanna of the Baraisa, is
only an individual, Py 1271009 — and other Sages disagree with him.
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Theft
Recouping loss from a crooked taxi driver (Mishpetei 48)
Handing over a thief to the police (Mishpetei 49)

Loans

Keeping a pikadon to pay for a theft (Yabia Omer)
Taking wheels off the car of the debtor (Piskei Din)
q95 ™M 902 (Mili DeNizkin)

Other Debts
Taking one piece that the storekeeper did not give him (Shuras HaDin)
Taking computers for lost wages (Shimru Mishpat)

Damages
Breaking down a door to rescue a trapped person (Mishpetei 45)

Car parked too close to the driveway (Mishpetei 53; Tuvecha Yabiu)
Breaking an alarm that is ringing (Tuvecha Yabiu)

Car wedged in by two taxis (Siach Mishpat)

Putting nails around tires parked in your driveway (Mishpetei 53)
VP LAYN INY

Others

Taking someone to a secular court (Mishpetei 43)
Someone who cheated the insurance company keeping a real claim (Mishpetei 50)
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