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Gittin (88b)

; �xIh c �r k Vh �j  F  J �t h�H �C �t — Abaye once found Rav Yosef        h �Yh (D �t v 2¬ �g  n t $e  u ch (,$h  S — sitting and

forcing a husband to issue a get in a case where the law mandated coercion.        Vh�k r �n $t —
[Abaye] said to him:        i�b)t ,IyIh  s 2v i�b)t t $v  u — But we are not ordained,        t$h b �,  u — and it

was taught in a Baraisa:        r �nIt iIp  r �y h (C �r v$h $v — R' Tarfon used to say:        v $T �t 2J oIe $n k$F
oh (c $fIF h �s  cIg k 2J ,It$H (rId)t t �mIn — Wherever you find gatherings of idolaters serving as judges,

k �t $r  G(h h�bh (s  F o 2vh�bh (S 2J h (P k �g ; �t — even though their laws are identical to the laws of Jews,        h (t
o 2v$k e �e$Zh (v k ht �G �r v $T �t — you are not permitted to submit to them for a judgment of your

dispute.        r �n5t2B 2J — For it is stated:        wwo 2vh�b  p(k oh (G $T r 2J)t oh (y $P  J (N �v v2K �t  u'' — And these are

the judgments that you (Moshe Rabbeinu) shall place before them, i.e. before the seventy

ordained elders. From this pasuk we derive that judicial proceedings are valid only when

conducted        wwo 2vh�b  p(k'' — before them (i.e. Jewish judges),        oh (c $fIF h �s  cIg h�b  p(k t«k  u — but not

when conducted before panels of idolaters.        r �j �t r $c $S — Another [ruling] may be similarly

derived from the verse:         o 2vh�b  p(k — Judicial proceedings are valid only when conducted

before them (i.e. ordained judges),        ,IyIh  s 2v h�b  p(k t«k  u — but are not valid when conducted

before unordained judges. How, then, can an unordained judge such as yourself, Rav Yosef,

coerce husbands to divorce their wives, when the second interpretation in the Baraisa clearly
prohibits it?

Rav Yosef responded:

Vh�k r �n $t — He said to [Abaye]:        i$bh (S  c �g t $e Uvh h �,Ujh(k  J i�b)t — We are carrying out the charge

of [the ordained sages of Eretz Yisrael],        ,It$u k �v  u ,It $sIv �t v$u)v �S h �sh (n — just as we do in

monetary cases involving admissions and loans.

����Midrash Tanchuma (Mishpatim 3)

wwoh (y $P  J (N �v v2K �t  u'' — And these are the judgments...        o 2vh�b  p(k — Judicial proceedings are valid

only when conducted before them (i.e. Jewish judges),        o$kIg $v ,InUt h�b  p(k t«k  u — but not when

conducted before judges who are members of the nations of the world.        ka ihbhs hkgck ihbn
ktrah — From where do we know regarding Jewish litigants        vz og vz ihs ovk aha — who

have a case one against the other,        ktrah hbhsf ihsv u,ut ihbs okugv ,unta ohgsuha — and

who know that the nations of the world judge that case like Jewish law,        eeszvk ruxta
ovhbpk — that it is nevertheless forbidden to submit to them?        oha, rat'' rnuk sunk,
wwovhbpk — [The Torah] therefore teaches: that you shall place before them, implying        hbpk
ktrah — before Israel        okugv ,unt hbpk tku — and not before the nations of the world.

okugv ,unt hbpk lkuvu ktrah hbhs jhbna hn kfa — For anyone who leaves Jewish law and goes

before the nations of the world        vkj, tuv lurc ausevc rpf — first rejected the Holy One,

blessed is He,        ///vru,c rpf if hrjtu — and afterwards he rejected the Torah...        rnt
ktrahk tuv lurc ausev — The Holy One, blessed is He, said to Israel:        ,t o,t o,hag ot
ihsv — If you carry out the case,        okugv ,unt hbpk iheeszn o,t ihtu — and you do not

submit to the nations of the world,        asenv ,hc ofk vbct — I will build for you the Beis

HaMikdash        ihrsvbx vc ucahu — and the Sanhedrin will sit in it.
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ruxhtv rnuj
hbhsc ohbsa ihsc ukhpt 'ovka ,utfrgcu o"ufg hbhhs hbpc iusk ruxt - (t 'uf ypan iauj) lurg ijka
;shdu ;rhj ukhtfu gar vz hrv ovhbpc iusk tcv kfu /ruxt ovhbpc iusk ohbhsv hkgc hba umr,b ukhptu 'ktrah

/van ,ru,c sh ohrvu

tkt ibcrsn uruxht iht ohud ka ,utfrgc iusk ,fkk ruxts tv hf htsuc vtrbvu - (/s ;s) ohhj ,ueuj
oa kg c,fa lurc ruen crv ,ucua,n vtrba vnu ///vag kkfn tcv utk tuvu t,hhrutsn rund ruxht huv
,gs hrva ///r,uhc ohvun, uhrcs t,fnxt huv tres uvk trhcxs ,uumnv ihbnc ubn tksns d"nxvu o"ncrv

/vag kkfn tcv utk ,ubnk tka d"nxvu i"cnrvu o"cnrvu d"vc

ov vzc ovh,utfrg aursk ovh,ubgy ,hc kt o,fkc - (zh iuatrv ruyv akuanv yuj 's) ."ca,
/,ntv ,ru, u,ru,u okug lknu ohhj ohekt ohahjfnu 'o,ru,ku ovhvktk ,uchaju vkgn ohb,ub

ihtu oukau xj ,nt ubht van ,ru, ukhtf vtrns van ,ru,c sh ohrvu - (s ,uch,b g"gu 's 'uf) ohrut
/haubt kfa hp kg gcyunv ,ufknv h,s chyc ohtheca ohud hbpk lkuv lfku anav rutk ihsv thmuvk hs uc

uk ohpruy hf ///ohbc kkfn unmg thmun ohrfb hfrg hbpk lkuvv - (tfe wng 't) rpux o,j ,uars
/uhbp kgn uh,uumn

vz kg rcga hn
ktrah hbhsc if iht ot ,utfrg ihs hsh kg iunn thmuv otu - (."ca, oac 't 'uf) rdht tcheg wr hausj
kuxp ihbgc u 't ovrctk sxj g"gu] /ikzd kf unf ,usgk kuxp tuvu ,asuen iht vzc ase otu ushc kuzd iunnv

[/,usg

ohrupfv ouhu vbav atrc ."a ,uhvk kuxp ohkukd hscug ka ,utfrgc lkuvv - (cp 'db) vrurc vban
ubbhsf ovhbhs vzc vhva iudf ushc urhcj iunn vz hsh kg rtab tka hrhhns hk vtrbu 'vcua, vag if ot tkt
kuxpv tkv hfv utk hts 'unmg smn kusd iug tuvs ohrupfv ouhu vbav atrc ohbp kf kg kuxp hfv ukhpt

/."a ,uhvk uk iht vbav ,unh rtac ukhpt vrhcg ,njn
kgu ///ukxupk iht rcsc ddua tuvs raptu ohabt vnfn ruxhtv jf,abs ohcrv ubh,ubugc ubhbnzc hkutu

/rhnjvk ah htsuc ohrupfv ouhu vbav atrc ."a ihbgk ohbp kf

,uarc tka d"agc gcu,vk vragk ;rmk iht hf k"z ohburjtv uc,f - (uf ypan iauj) ohasev ;xf
vuv vcua, vauga sgu 'occkc wuf xup, ignk ch,fs ohkhkt ,sucgs trzhct ihgn lfc lhhau 'esmv ihs ,hc

/,svn tmh vhk

unf suaj ubhta hs tku ,urafc ezjun ,uhvk lhrm ohrjtk rfunu rpuxc - (t 'uf ypan iauj) h"a lrg
/yjua

,utfrgc ktrah hbhhs
oheuj hp kg ypua ktrah ihcu ohktrah obht hbpk tc ihc t,uepb ihtu - (s 'uy ihrsvbx) aht iuzj
iht vz kg rhgv hbc unhfxh otu 'kcvv ypan kg vru,v hypan urhnva vbudn r,uh rcsv sugu 'ohusc

/van ,ru,c sh ohnhrnu eaugu t,ubkzd oypan vz kg upufh otu ann o,nfxvc

hbhsc ohsuvhk ypuaa hsuvh kg if od ohrntb ukkv ohrcsv kfu - (ebtrp p"mrdv oac) rzghkt .hm
gurd vzu van ,ru,c sh ohrnu gar tuva vz kkfc tuv vzv ypuav htsucu 'vausev vru, hp kg tka ohudv

/o,ut ezjnv ka u,hrjt vhv, rvnu ///ktrah hbhsc teus iusk vuumn ubht hudva hudn

ubck iuctsku umrtc ifua ktrah og ratf ,gf - (vx 's ,gs vujhc tcuv) dumrv hukv ehzhht ejmh wr
ka ,utfrgc iusk ohfkuva ktrahc vkve ut shjhn r,uh ohngp ;kt runj rcsv ohrz oheuj hp kg is tuv

/u"j wufu ktrahc ohvkt iht hkcnv hf 'ohud
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