
tbuau cvut :ohbhhsCM8-12  Friends and Enemies as Judges - 

Sanhedrin (Mishnah 27b)

t�bIG �v  u c �vIt $v — R' Yehudah says: One's beloved friend and one's enemy are also disqualified

to judge or testify about him.        Ibh (c  JUJ v2z c �vIt — A “beloved friend” refers to one's

groomsman;        v $ch �t  C oh (n$h v $J«k  J IN (g r �C (S t«K 2J k$F t�bIG — “an enemy” refers to one with

whom he did not speak for three days out of enmity.        Ik Ur  n $t — [The Sages] said to [R'

Yehudah]:        Q �F k �g k �t $r  G(h Us  J  j2b t«k — The Jewish people are not suspected of this, i.e. to

bear false witness about someone out of love or animosity.

Sanhedrin (Gemara 29a)

ibcr ub, — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:        "uk chut tk tuvu" — When the pasuk states

(Bamidbar 35:23): And he was neither his enemy,        ubshgh — it teaches that only one who is

not an enemy may testify about [the killer].         "u,gr aecn tku" — When the pasuk continues:

Nor one who sought his misfortune,        ubbhsh — it teaches that only one who does not seek his

misfortune may judge him.

tbua ijfat — We have found a source to disqualify an enemy,        ikbn cvut — but from

where do we derive that a friend is disqualified?

hfv vhc hre — Read [the pasuk] as follows:        "uk chut tk tuvu" — And he was neither his

“oyeiv” [enemy],        uk cvut tku — nor his “oheiv” [friend]. Thus, only a person who is

neither one's enemy nor his friend        ubshgh — may testify about him.

"u,gr aecn tku" — Nor one who sought his misfortune,        u,cuy tku — nor his benefit. Thus,

only a person who is neither one's enemy nor his friend        ubbhsh — may judge him.

ch,f cvut hshn — Is anything about a friend written in the pasuk? Certainly not! The pasuk

can therefore not be interpreted as referring to a friend. — ? —

tuv trcx tkt — Rather, it is logic that dictates that a friend is disqualified, as follows:        chut
tngy htn — Why is an enemy disqualified?        vh,gs tejrns ouan — Because his attitute

toward the litigant is unfavorable.        hnb cvut — Regarding a friend, as well, the same

concern applies,        vh,gs tcren — since his attitude toward the litigant is favorable.

ibcru — Now, regarding the Rabbis of our Mishnah,        "u,gr aecn tku uk chut tk" htv — this

pasuk, he was neither his enemy, nor one who sought his misfortune,        vhc hars htn — what

do they expound through it?

ihhsk sj — One to disqualify a judge who is one's enemy or friend. Although they dispute R'

Yehudah's ruling regarding a witness, they agree with him regarding a judge.        lsht — The

other one they expound        thb,sf — as it was taught in a Baraisa:...

Kesubos (105b)

t $P $P c �r r �n $t — Rav Pappa said:        Vh�k oh (j $r  S it �n k t$bh (S Jh(bh (t iUsh�k t«k — A man should judge

neither one whom he likes,        Vh�k h�b $x  S it �n k t«k  u — nor one whom he dislikes,        Vh�k oh (j $r  S
v $cIj Vh�k h�z $j t«k — because he will not see wrong in one whom he likes,        Vh�k h�z $j t«k Vh�k h�b $x  S
t $,Uf  z — and he will not see merit in one whom he dislikes.

Litigation - page 27



ibcrs ut t,hhruts
/scghsc tk kct vkhj,fk hkxpn tbuau cvut - (ihrsvbx) h"ratv ,uvdv

wufu ohnh wd rcs tka ukhpt tbuak ubs ot scghsc kct vkhj,fk teus ubhhvs uhrcsn hk gnan - (z) ;xuh ,hc
/ihs ovhbhs

/u,ut iusk vru,v in tuv kuxp tbua tuv ot - (z 'z) auck
ik ehpb tes vru,v in tkt ibcrsn vz ruxht ihtu utbua ut ucvut tuva hnk iusk ihhsk ruxt - (xe 't) ."ca,
aecn tku uk chut tk htv ibcr urntu trndc uaev hrva vru, ;ud tkt ,u,fnxtv lrsf ubhtu 'rruc vz erpc tren

///wufu vhc vars htn u,gr
snk tuva trndc urnta vn kfa ohkkfv hrpxc uc,f rcf thv trcx cvut kg urnt trndc hf ot - hrhtn

/ann vru, ihs cuaj tuv trcxn

/is ubhs iht scghsc ukhpta hfsrnc f"fu ubhcru a"trvu ,upxu,c o, ubhcr ,gsf ibhyeb vfkv ihbgk - (th 'z) j"c

rund ubhta cvutu tbua
ibcru vsuvh hcr vhc hrhhts tbuau cvutc utk /vhk ohjrs itnk tku vhk hbxs itnk tk - (:ve ,ucu,f) ,upxu,
o,vs tre tfv hhu,tk vhk vuv if ots 'rruc vz erpc tren ehxnsf kuxps usun ibcr ukhpt ihhs hcdks 'hrhht ,usg hcd
tuvv t,t tahrt tpsd jrps lbv hf cvutc tfv kct 'ohnh vaka ung rchs tka tbuau ubhcaua iudf cvutc o,v tkt

/uuv tk ihkuxp kct ohrcs vnfc ijfatsf inmg kg ihrhnjn uhva tnkgc trnuj tkt ubhts vhkea trcd

tk o,x urntu utbuaku ucvutk iusk kufh ubhta rruc vz erp ibhrnts iuhfs [o"cnrv] rcuxa vtrb - ;xuh ,hc
kfc tkt hkxps tuv sujkc vsuvh hcrs tbuudc utk iusk tbuau cvut ibcr hkxp hfs rnhnk ik ,ht wufu ohjrs itnk iushk

/khxpn vhk hbx ut ohjrs tbuud

tku uapbf rat ughr tku ubhcaua ubhta hp kg ;t ucvut tuva hnk iusk ostk ruxt - (o"cnrn z 'z) lurg ijka
tk otu ockcu ohbhhsv hbhgc ohua ohbhsv hkgc hbav uhvha lhrm tkt u,gr aecn tku uk chut ubhta hp kg ;t utbuaa hnk

/uvunf ehsm ihhs lk iht uhagn ,t tku ovn sjt oua ,t rhfn vhv
'[(;xuh hfrc whg) rcjnv ,yha hpk] ihs ovhbhs ubs ot uvhnu - t"nr

ukac ughru ubhcaua ubhhvs ann ucvut ut vcht lu,n ohnh vaka ung rcs tka ubhhvs ann utbuacs ohrnut ahu
'ihs ovhbhs iht

/ubusk tka rhnjvk ,ushxj ,sn tkt ubhtu ubusk r,un ann utbua ut ucvut ubhta kfs ohrnut ahu

tbuau cvut ubhtaf tkt ruxt tuv tnkg hkufs tchkt ann utbua ut ucvut tuv ots gnan - (df 'z) ;xuh hfrc
tuv hrvu ',ushxj ,sn er tfhk truxhts rnts itn tfhtu tfht truxhts rnts itn tfhts ,eukjn ah vzc rund

/g"nxv hrcsc rtucnf

ohruhm rta
rnuk vkhkjs ukxupk kufh hbav ihtu vkj,fk ;t - (ch 'z) ijkav lurg /ushnk,k ihhs ,uhvk kufh crv - t"nr

/ubhsc cahk uk ihts ann ucvut tuv u,ru, smna unmgc crv gsuh if ot tkt uhrjt uck vyh vru,c uk u,cvt lu,na

sjt ouak ihhs ,uhvk kuxp kvev ofj vhvha rnuk epepha hn okugn ubgna tk - (ch 'z l"ac zm 'd) ck i"hrvn
/kusd rhag vhvha hnk ukhptu uka kvevn

o,cvt od tn,xns ouan o,ut iush tk uhtbua ut uhcvut ovhba ot ods vtrb tyvhr oupk - (f 'z) ;xuh hfrc
[/246 vrgv veuxp vfkv g"gu] /ivhrughac uua tk o,tba od

/vkj,fk od o,ut iusk kufh vuac ihs hkgcv hbak tbua ut cvut tuv ihhsv ot - (sh 'z) ijkav lurg

rat ughru ucvut ubht ot kct tbhsn ruxt uapbf rat ughr tuv ubhfa ot - (cegh ,uca oac sh 'z) vcua, hj,p
/aurpk ah ,ushxj ,snn lt ihsv hp kg ubusk r,un hzt uapbf

uzc ohna hmpju apbv ,tba thvu hnhna ihbg ,njn er vzv okug ihbg ,njn uk tbua iht ot - (y 'z) ohnu,
/iusk r,un

/u,ntk ubusk chhj gark ukhpts - (f 'z) ypan jrt
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