
rhnd tk :ohbhhsCM8-14  Unlearned Judges - 

Sanhedrin (Mishnah 2a)

v $J«k  J (C ,IbIn $n h�bh (S — Monetary cases are judged by a court of three judges.        ,Ik $c)j �u ,Ik�z  D
v $J«k  J (C — Cases of robbery and bodily injury are judged by a court of three.

Sanhedrin (2b-3a)

Uv bh(b ,IbIn $n h�bh (S ut$k ,Ik $c)j �u ,Ikh�z  D UY �t — Are cases of thefts and bodily injuries not monetary

cases? Why does the Mishnah have to list thefts and bodily injuries separately?

Uv $C �t h (C �r r �n $t — R' Abahu said:        h�b $, $e i �v v $n — By stating “thefts and bodily injuries,” [the

Mishnah] is not simply providing examples, but rather teaching what those cases of the first

clause are. Thus, the Mishnah means to say:        ,IbIn $n h�bh (S i �v v $n — What are the monetary

cases meant by the first clause?        ,Ik $c)j �u ,Ikh�z  D — Cases of thefts and bodily injuries;

t«k ,It$u k �v  u ,It $sIv k $c)t — but cases of admissions and loans are not meant.

ht �n kU — And from what aspect are cases of loans excluded?        v $J«k  J i$bh (g $C t«k  S t $nh�kh (t — If

you say that they do not require three judges,        Uv $C �t h (C �r r �n $t $v  u — that cannot be, for R'

Abahu said:        ,IbIn $n h�bh (s Ub $S 2J o(h�b  J — If only two judges adjudicated monetary cases,

ih (S o 2vh�bh (S ih �t k«F �v h �r  c (s k — according to all views, their verdict is not a valid verdict.        t$K 2t
ih (j  nUn i$bh (g $C t«k  S — Rather, the Mishnah must mean that loan cases are different in that we do

not require ordained judges.        ih (j  nUn h (N�b h �g  ch(k  S tUv ih (s  cU — And by rights, ordained judges

should also be required.        ih (j  nUn i$bh (g $C t«k  S ht �v  u — And the reason that we do not require

ordained judges for loan cases        t$bh(b)j h (C �r  S oUG (n — is on account of R' Chanina's teaching.

t$bh(b)j h (C �r r �n $t  S — For R' Chanina said:        v $rIT r �c  S — According to Biblical law,        s $j 2t
,IJ $p b h�bh (S s $j 2t  u ,IbIn $n h�bh (S — both monetary cases and capital cases        v $rh (e)j �cU v $Jh (r  s (C —
require inquiry and questioning,        [3a]        wwo 2f$k v2h  v(h s $j 2t y �P  J (n'' r �n5t2B 2J — since it is stated:

There shall be one law for you.         v $rh (e)j �u v $Jh (r  S i$bh (g $C t«k ,IbIn $n h�bh (S Ur  n $t o �g �Y v �nU — And for

what reason did [the Sages] say that for monetary cases we do not need inquiry and

questioning?         ///ih (uIk h�b  p (C ,2k 2S kIg  b (T t«K 2J h �s  F — So that you will not close the door in the

face of borrowers by insisting on this procedure. Similarly, the Sages waived the requirement of
ordination so as not to inhibit potential lenders from lending their money...

t $c $r r �n $t t$K 2t — Rather, Rava said:        h�b $, $e h �T  r �T — [The Tanna] is indeed stating two

independent cases, which he separates        t$bh(b)j h (C �r  S oUG (n — for reasons similar to those of R'

Chanina.

r �n $t t $eh (t c �r  S Vh �r  C t $j �t c �r — Rav Acha the son of Rav Ika said:        r �J$F h (N�b s �j t $,h h �rIt  S (n —
According to Biblical law, one judge is also qualified to adjudicate loan cases,        :r �n 2t5B 2J
wwW 2,h (n)g y«P  J (T e 2s 2m  C'' —  as it is stated: With justice shall you judge your fellow.        oUG (n t$K 2t
,Ib $r  e h �c  JIh — But because of the concern that a solitary judge might be chosen from corner

dwellers unknowledgeable in monetary law, the Rabbis decreed that three judges are necessary
even for loan cases.

,Ib $r  e h �c  JIh Uu)v t«k h (n t $,$k  , (C UY �t — Is it not possible for a group of three to contain only corner

dwellers who are ignorant about monetary law?

rh (n$d  S s �j Uv  C ,h�k  S r $J  p 2t h (t — It is virtually impossible that there should not be among [the

three] one who is knowledgeable in monetary law.

Litigation - page 31



hrhnd
/vukn ihs ,ufkv ihbhhsnu ohnfjn gnaa - h"ar

/ihbhsv ,urcx gsuhu ohrpxc tre ut gnaa - a"tr

rhnd ihc arpvv uvzu rhcxu rhnd rnuk uk vhv if ots ann ofj rnuk vmr ubht rhnd - (dn whx) vtuusp o"rvn
/ovhnhc uc,fb tka ohrpxv in rhnd rnuk iht sunk,v hnhcs 'unmgn k"r rhcxu ohrjtn kce k"r rhnds rhcx ihcu

uaurhp itfu 'vjnun tuvu ,uruvku ihcvk cjr ucka hrhhn oas x"ac rfzunv rhcxu rhnd vz iht - (c 'd) ohrut
/vustpn o"rvn f"fu ohbhsc rhnd ,uhvk lhrm htsu kct 'l"avu g"nxv f"fu ohbhsc ,gsv kueha uk ahs

ibhgc hrhnd vnf
uvc ,hk ht kct ///hgc tk hnb vrheju vahrs odu ihjnun ibhgc tku uvhh,ujhka ibhscg ,ukcjn rc hshn kf - a"tr
,utfrgc hbanu vhbhnf kf trndc lhrpu vz ka ubhhs kxup vz ib,s (/df) rruc vz erp jfunsf tbhsk hkuxp rhnds sj

[/u"j ypan hrcs whg] /,ubre hcauh uhva h"arpu thruxca
t"t kct 'hrhnd o,aka hgcs uhrcsn vtrhu 'hrhcx tks hp kg ;t tbhs hrhnds teus v"nrv c,fu - (d whx) ruy

///ihbhsc ,urcx gsuhu ohrpxc tre ut gnaa rhnds sj uvc ,hks rapt ht wdc c,f k"z a"trv

ohnfjs tkt ihjnun wd ibhgc ,ubunn hbhsc ukhpt vru, rcs o,v exps [v"nrv] ogy - (j"cn) ,uvdv hausj
vh,hks itnfu tbhsk kuxp rhnd tks itns hrhnd t,k, huvhks ibhgc if otu ///,ks ,khgb ouan ,uyuhsv wdc hdxs ubeh,
hcauhk uaajs ouan tkt ///raf yuhsv shjh ukhpt vru, rcs o,vs teht crs vhrc tjt crf exp a"trv kct ///hns
tbhsk ohkuxp rhnds sj ukhpt uvc ,hk hts tnkt rhnds sj uvc ,hks t"t wdcs ,uyuhsv wd hgcs ube, hrhnd tks ,ubre

[/d x"xc z"yk e"arvn ,uvdv whgu] /tjt crk ukhpt

/,uyuhsv ukhptu ihs ,hc ohtreb vaka kfu vakan ,ujp ihs ,hc iht - (t 'd) lurg ijka
/iusk hkhxp gshs sj uvc ,hk ht kct ohbhsc ,urcx gsuhs sj uvc ,hks rapt hts - t"nr

ohthec ,uhvk okuf ohfhrm vkj,fk kct scghsc ubhhv hdx rhnds sjcs wd inhxc gnan - (t 'j) yapnv ,uch,b
/vru,c

rndbs tmnbu hrcxu hr, uvbvk rcxn rhnds lvs ouan ubhhv a"trvk hdx rhnds sjcs odv - (v 'cf) ;xuh hfrc
/i,aka hp kg ihsv

hch,f ohvkt wds tvs ibhgc vaka g"fk lvc tvs hrhnds t,k, ibhgc htsu ///,ukcju ,ukzdc - (c 'd) ohnu,
/hrhnd ,uhvk ohfhrm kct ohfunx h,kc ubhhv ,uyuhsv wd ube, ,ks ,khgb ouans ;t f"tu 'varpc

v"nrvf hk ohe
ibhgcs v"nrvf hk ohe rnuk ezjunv kufhs c,f tbe ;s ;ux dfe inhx iuatr rpx ck wi ,ucua,c ihhg - (c 'd) l"a
lfk hrhnds uvc ,hts teus k"ru vsun v"nrv od raptu x"ac rehg a"trv hrcs ihtrb tkt hk vtrb ihtu 'hrhnd o,aka

/lf kf jrfun ubht kct vrutfk if vtrha rnukf uhrcsn vtrhu ruyv c,f

rhndvs tyhap if ot ///rhnds sj uvc tfhts tk ot ihsk ueeszh tka iuhf rhpa x"av hban - (c 'd) ypan rga
ck ic h"rvun exp vph v,gnu ///ipurmc kxph tuv ;t tvs sjt ihsc cahk rhnd ubhta hn og ;rymh tk ohbhsc heca

/v"nrvf hk ohe rnuk kufh ezjunva l"av uthcv

vkce
ubhhv tk hfv utk tv ihkuxp iva vhtr thcna inzc h,nht urntu vhkg ibcr hdhkps cd kg ;tu - ,upxu,u a"tr

/ihbhhs ,uhvk ubn,ba ,utfrg hcd teus

rjtn ovhkg ihbhs hkgcv oukce uktf ohcajb ov hkut ///thruxca ,utfrgs thvvu - (dn whx) vtuusp o"rvn
/iusk ohbunn ova

/ohraf ,ubre hcauh vaka ukhpt ovhkg ohcr oujnv ot - (d 'd) l"a

'wd x"r v"dvc expa unf iusk hkhxp kkf hrhnd tk t,k, uvkuf ht - (vcua, hj,pc tcuv 'zke) cegh ,uca
veuxp vfkv whg kct] /kuxp ut cure ihsf aurhpc ovhkg ukceha lhrma ubhhvu uvhhkg ukcea if ot tkt ishnk uvk ruxtu

[/vkce vcuaj o,thc ohbhhsv hbpk iusk ihsv hkgc hba utca kf ohrnutu ohekuj ohcra (v 'd)
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