
t"kczu guce ihs ,hcCM8-17  Sitting Courts and ZaBLA - 

Sanhedrin (Mishnah 23a, according to the Gemara's final understanding)

v $J«k  J (C ,IbIn $n h�bh (S — Monetary cases are judged by a court of three. How are the judges

chosen?        s $j 2t Ik r �rIC v2z  u s $j 2t Ik r �rIC v2z — This litigant selects for himself one judge and that

litigant selects for himself one judge,        s $j 2t sIg i 2v$k ih (r  rIC i 2vh�b  JU — and both litigants together

select for themselves one more judge.        rh (t �n h (C �r h �r  c (S — These are the words of R' Meir.

oh (r  nIt oh (n $f)j �u — But the Sages say:        s $j 2t sIg i 2v$k ih (r  rIC ih(bh$H �s h�b  J — The two judges selected

by the litigants select for them one more judge.

Sanhedrin (Gemara 23a)

The Gemara interpreted the Mishnah to mean that if each litigant rejects the court
selected by the other, they choose a third court that is mutually acceptable. The Gemara now
challenges this interpretation:

i�b  T — We learned in the Mishnah:        s $j 2t sIg i 2v$k ih (r  rIC ih(bh$H �S h�b  J oh (r  nIt oh (n $f)j �u — But the

Sages say: The two judges selected by the litigants select for themselves one more judge.

ih (S ,h �C i$bh (r  n �t $e  s (F Q $T  g �S t $e k $x h (t  u — And if you should think as we said earlier, that in the

Mishnah's case each litigant selected a full court of three which the other litigant rejected,

Uv k h�k  x $p  S r �, $C ih (S ,h �C — can a court, after having been disqualified by the litigants,        Uk  z $t
h�bh (r)j �t t$bh (s h �C Uv k Ur  r $cU — go and select another court for [the litigants] and obligate them to try

their case before that court?        sIg  u — And furthermore,        s $j 2t Ik r �rIC v2z  u s $j 2t Ik r �rIC v2z ht �n
— What is the meaning of the Mishnah's categorical language: “This litigant selects for himself

one court and that litigant selects for himself one court”? This implies that it  is mandatory for

each litigant to make his own selection. — ? —

The Gemara reinterprets the Mishnah:

r �n $t $e h (f $v t$K 2t — Rather, this is what [the Mishnah] is saying:        r �rIC v2z  u s $j 2t ih$H �S Ik r �rIC v 2Z 2J  F
 s $j 2t ih$H �S Ik — When this litigant selects for himself one judge and that litigant selects for

himself one judge,         i 2v$k ih (r  rIC i 2vh�b  J s $j 2t sIg — both litigants together select for themselves

one more judge.

The Gemara inquires:

h (f $v h �s  c $g  S t$b  J ht �n — Why must they do the selecting in this manner?

The Gemara answers:

t $rh�z wr  s Vh �n  G (n t $c $r)g �n  C h �r  n $t — They say in the West in the name of R' Zeira:        v 2Z 2J QIT (n
s $j 2t ih$H �S Ik r �rIC v2z  u s $j 2t iH$H �S Ik r �rIC — Since this litigant selects for himself one judge and that

litigant selects for himself one judge        s $j 2t sIg i 2v$k ih (r  rIC i 2vh�b  JU — and both litigants select

for themselves one more judge,        I,h (n)t�k ih (S �v t �m�h — the judgment will emerge correctly.

ot ujrf kgc ostv ,t ohbs ovu ,uyuhsv ukhpt ihs ,hc ohtreb ohbhhs vaka kfu - (t 'd) lurg ijka
.pj ubhta tkt urhgc ung iusk vmur ot kct 'urhgc gcu,v og iusk vmur ubhta ut ihsk srhk crxn gc,bv

/sjt uk rruc vzu sjt uk rruc vz zt gcu,v rrhca vakac
ofhbpk iust tk rnuk kfuh tk rhgc ohguce ohbhhs ot kct ohguce obhta ohbhhs teus k"bu - t"nr

/ubrhgc ohdvub ifu 'rruc vzc tkt
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u,hntk ihsv tmh
vhv h,ufzc lpvk kufh vhv otu sjtv h,rrhc hnmgc hbt hrv chhjv rcxs ihbhs hkgc h,hhms - (/df ihrsvbx) h"ar

/ourrhc ovhbaa hbpn ivhba ,ufzc lpvk i,gs vjub inmgc ihbhhsvu lpvn

unuenc snugu rrhca u,ut ,ufzc lpvk uk ah ihhsva ubnn ihsnku h"ar hrcsc ihguy ,gs hrxj aha hbpn - a"tr
u,ufzc lpvk uk aha gnana h"ar hrcsc ihk,bu ,ukucj, kgc ovk rurck ohabt vnf udvbu ihsf tk rat ohrcsc ,upjk
vz lu,nu rjtv ,ufzcn r,uh u,ufzc lpvha lf rcux tuv hf 'h,rrhc hbt hrv hrcxs c,fa uhrcsc ueses tk xju vkhkju
,t ,ugyvk kufh vhv ot kct 'rund ihs uk vtrha tk ot u,ufzk trcx tumnk uk vkhkj unmg ihhsv kct 'ovhbhsk ,hhm
ah otu uruatk uhrcs ihcn urrhc vza lu,n kct 'ypan vyn kkfc vz hrv vc epuxn tuva hp kg ;t u,rcx kcek urhcj
gnua hahkavu ovhbak okgbu r,xb ,ufz rtab tk tmnb hbak rjtv ihhsv vaug ifu urcj ot i,ubu taub ,ufz sm oua uk

/u,ntk ihsv tmuhu ovhbhc ghrfnu ovhba ka i,nu tan

usdbf ihsv euxpk rvnn ubht ihsc chhj,ha vtur tuvaf ukhptu vph rcsc ihhgn tuv urrhca iuhfn - ;xuh heunb
ov r,ktk u,ut ihexup ihtu ihsc ihbu,n ova rjtnu hbav ifu ihsv in u,ufzk kufhu r,uh rcsv rrc,h tna ih,nn tkt

/u,ntk ,nt ihs ihbs

t"kcz ,kgn
hp kg ohrap,n kusd rcsc ouen kfn ihguce ohbhhs ovk aha ;t ,ukve vcrvc h,htr - (dne 'c) cegh ,uca
ihsv ,rua hp kg sxuhn iheh,uu dvbn tuva vzc dvbn ,ubak ihta yuap k"b ifk u,ntk ihsv tmha hsf rruc vzc iusk curv
ohbudv obhta hp kg ;t ovhcvutu ovhcurek ohbhhs ohbnn rhgv hcuyu hdhvbn curv hp kga ukt ohbnzc ,uyrpcu ///vfkvvu

/iusk ohutr obhtu

rc,xnu 'vjnun tuva ;t t"kcz tkc ihs ,hck lkha upufk ihkufh iht t"kczc vmur - (d 'c n"uj) van ,urdt
[/guce s"c ihbgc a"gu] /ujrf kgc ubusk upufk ihkufh iht ihjnun vaka hbpk od tuvs

gcu,v ot ifa kfn 'ihgnuas t"kczc tkt wd ka ihs ,hcc vmur ubhta rnut gc,bv ot vn - (fe 'z) i,b ,uruvk
/uk ihgnuas htsu [sguuv ,hck lkb ihbgc] vph ujfa if rnut

 ,eukjnc huk, vzs vtrb vhv 'utk ut teus t"kcz hbpc iusk gc,bv ;ufk kufh gcu,v ot - (j wbue) vfkvc chan
;ufk vbuhkgv kg gcu,v shs vhk trhcxa ;xuh heunbvks k"h if ot ///,jt rhgc ohbhs h,c wcc uekjba ;xuh heunbvu d"nxv
kusd ihs ,hcn ukhpt vbuhkgv kg gc,bv shs d"nxv ,gsku 't"kczc iusk ;ufk kufha ihsv tuv cuy r,uhv ihs ,hc hbpk iusk
ohyub ihta ihs ,hck lkhk ohfxn gc,bva kf tbhsk tbc, ///teus t"kczc iusk u,ut ;ufk kufh ubhta ihsv tuvs k"h iyek
ihfpvnu h"ar aurhpc ihguy ohcra ubhbnzcs ohburjtv uc,fa vnk a"fu 't"kczc iusk ;ufk kufh gcu,v iht sm ouak

/ihsf tka ihs kgc ,ufzc

guce ihs ,hc ,kgn
,hc hbpc iusk tka ynavk ,uar uk iht gc,bvs er rnte tk t"nrs vtrb - (df whx n"j) .bhm k"trvun ,"ua
vsun t"nr od uka smk wt uk jehk vmuru t"kczc iusk vmur gcu,v ot kct 'vynav hshk tck tka dvbnv vzu gucev ihs

/ushc ,uarvs

ihguy aha ukkv ,urusc ,uyrpc t"kczu t"kczn ;hsg lkb lunxv ihs ,hck ,bgya vtrb - (zn whx) hbuardv ,sucg
urhfzv tku lunxv ihs ,hck ufkh guce ihs ,hc oa ihta ouenca uc,fa ohburjt ,ucua, vnfc gnan hfvu 'h"ar hrcsc
s"ck ufkh er unuenc t"kczk jhrfvk kfuh ohssmv in sjt ihta ///sjt exp h,htr se,at vzu /t"kczc ihsk usrha kkf

[/(h whx) ;xuh ,rupu (t whx n"uj) cegh ca g"gu] /lunxv

ouen ah hrva ihsv rehgn tkt ,ukvev ,be, ouan t"nrv ka ubhs ihta raptu - (z 'uy ihrsvbx) aht iuzj
odu ///vru,v ypanf vaug ihs ,hc kf hrva tbkhzte rjt ihs ,hck hjsnk hmn tku ihs kgck ;ufk kufh ihs ,hc kfa gucek

/rjt ihs ,hck ugcu,k kufh ubht vukn od vz hpku ihs ,hcv sucf ouan vzc ah

gcu,vu ,uhrcv kg ohkcuen ohnfj hshnk, wd ka ihs ,hc hbpk vmur gc,bv ot - (vpr 'y g"gu `ce 'j) hukv yca
[/fe 'z i,b ,uruvk g"gu] /gc,bv og ihsva vhbgv h,gss t"kczc teus vmur

vzc cegh ,ucav iusbfu iusk ihhutr obhtu ohbudv obht ohgucev ohbhhsva aaj aha hfhv - (e 'j) i,b ,uruvk
kfv rat ihs ,hc aha epx hkcu vk lunxc ut rhgc ohguce ohbhs h,c vnf aha ouhvf kct 't"kczc iusk ;hsgs htsu
tuv ahkav p"fgs hrhhn cegh ,ucavs odu ///iudvu guce ihs ,hcc iusk hpy ;hsgs htsu iusk ihhutru ohbudv ova ohsun

/ohrrcbv kg s"c trun p"fg tfht if otu rhgc gucev ihs ,hcn
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