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Sanhedrin (Mishnah 23a, according to the Gemara's final understanding)

nYova ninn T — Monetary cases are judged by a court of three. How are the judges
chosen? TN 12 9732 Y TN 19 9732 My — This litigant selects for himself one judge and that
litigant selects for himself one judge, TON TIY Y02 P12 1YW — and both litigants together
select for themselves one more judge. P 02727 — These are the words of R' Meir.
DN ©NIN) — But the Sages say: TNN TIY 102 P72 p»T )Y — The two judges selected
by the litigants select for them one more judge.

Sanhedrin (Gemara 23a)

The Gemara interpreted the Mishnah to mean that if each litigant rejects the court
selected by the other, they choose a third court that is mutually acceptable. The Gemara now
challenges this interpretation:

"n — We learned in the Mishnah: TON TIY Y0P P2 PYT Y O NIN 0NN — But the
Sages say: The two judges selected by the litigants select for themselves one more judge.
PT 2 WINPT TYT XpYD W) — And if you should think as we said earlier, that in the
Mishnah's case each litigant selected a full court of three which the other litigant rejected,

NP 'PDIT N2 PT M1 — can a court, after having been disqualified by the litigants, INN
MINN NPT 2N 17723 — go and select another court for [the litigants] and obligate them to try
their case before that court? 7 — And furthermore, TNN D 9732 N TON D 9792 MY OND

— What is the meaning of the Mishnah's categorical language: “This litigant selects for himself
one court and that litigant selects for himself one court”? This implies that it is mandatory for
each litigant to make his own selection. — ? —

The Gemara reinterprets the Mishnah:
NP 127 NgN — Rather, this is what [the Mishnah] is saying: 9792 NN TON T D 72 MY

TN 77 9 — When this litigant selects for himself one judge and that litigant selects for

himself one judge, Y02 P Y TN Tiy — both litigants together select for themselves
one more judge.

The Gemara inquires:
"0 >T2YT XYW OND — Why must they do the selecting in this manner?

The Gemara answers:
NPY T YN 82N NN — They say in the West in the name of R' Zeira: MY 7NN
TON PYT D 9732 MY TNN T 19 9732 — Since this litigant selects for himself one judge and that
litigant selects for himself one judge TNN TIY 302 P12 10 — and both litigants select
for themselves one more judge, INNY P10 XY — the judgment will emerge correctly.
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