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Avos (1:8)

r �nIt ht �C �y i 2C v $sUv h — Yehudah ben Tabbai says:        ih(b$H �S �v h �f  rIg  F W  n  m �g ¬ �g �T k �t — Do not make

yourself like those who are lawyers.

Kesubos (52b)

t $C �t , �Th (t Uv k v$u)v i$b $jIh h (C �r  S Vh �ch �r  e — Relatives of R' Yochanan had a widow of their father

t $nIh k$F v $tUp  r v$fh (r  m , �u)v �S — who needed healing every day.        i$b $jIh h (C �r  S Vh �N �e k U, $t — They

came before R' Yochanan and told him about the situation.        Uv k r �n)t — He said to [the

relatives]:        t �pIr k h �sh (n Vh�k UmIe Ukh (zh �t — Go, fix some price with a doctor. Then, since this

fixed expense would no longer resemble the ongoing expense of sustenance, the heirs would not
be required to bear it.

R' Yochanan subsequently lamented:

i$b $jIh h (C �r r �n $t — R' Yochanan said:        ih(bh$H �Sv h �f  rIg  F Ubh �n  m �g Ubh (G $g — We made ourselves like

lawyers!

The Gemara asks:

r �c $x ht �n t $r $Eh (g �n — Initially, when R' Yochanan gave his advice, what did he hold,        ;IX �c kU
r �c $x ht �n — and at the end, when he regretted it, what did he hold?

The Gemara answers:

wwo$K �g  , (, t«k W  r $G  C (nU'' r �c $x t $r $Eh (g �n — Initially [R' Yochanan] held that the verse, And from your

kin you shall not hide, obligated him to come to the aid of his relatives.        cUJ $j o $s $t r �c $x ;IX �c kU
h�bt $J — But at the end he held that a prominent person is different, and should not advise

even a relative.

Kesubos (85b-86a)

v $t$b)v , �cIy  C V $, $CU,  f(k V $T bh (C�z i $n  j�b c �r  S Vh �, $ch �r  e — A relative of Rav Nachman sold her kesubah

for a small amount.        v $ch (f  JU v $J  r$Dh (t — She was divorced and then died, leaving behind a

daughter.        V $T �r  c(k V$k h �g  c $T t $e U, $t — [The purchasers] came and claimed the rights to the

kesubah from her daughter.        i $n  j�b c �r Uv k r �n $t — Rav Nachman, who was the daughter's

relative, said to them:        v$m �g V$k t $C  xh(k  S t $Fh�k — Is there no one who can give her the

following advice?        [86a]        $vUc)t h �C�d k V $N (t  S V $, $CU,  f(k V$k)jh �,  u kh (zh �T — Let her go and forgive

her father the debt stemming from her mother's kesubah,        Vh�Bh (n V $,  rh �,  u — and she will

eventually inherit [the money] from him.        V $T kh (j �t v$k  z $t v$g  n $J — [The daughter] heard

Rav Nachman's suggestion, went and forgave the kesubah debt.

i $n  j�b c �r r �n $t — Rav Nachman said:        ih(bh$H �S �v h �f  rIg  F Ubh �n  m �g Ubh (G $g — We made ourselves like

lawyers!

r �c $x ht �n ;Ix  c(k  u r �c $x ht �n t $r $Eh (g �n — Initially, when Rav Nachman gave his advice, what did he

hold, and at the end, when he regretted it, what did he hold?

wwo$K �g  , (, t«k W  r $G  C (nU'' r �c $x t $r $Eh (g �n — Initially, [Rav Nachman] held that the verse, and from your

kin you shall not hide, obligated him to come to the aid of his relative.        cUJ $j o $s $t r �c $x ;Ix  c(k  u
h(bt �J — But at the end he held that a prominent person is different. 

/ohbhhsv hfrugf vhvh tka hsf vcrv vz rcsc cahh,vk lhrmu - (y 'zh ypan iaj) lurg ijka
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ohbhhsv hfrug
ova ovhbhsc ost hbc ohthec uhvha sg ihbhsvu ,ubgyv ohsnuka ohabt ov - o"cnrk ,uhbanv aurhp
ihfrug ov ukhtf lf l,cua, vhv, lf ihsv kgc iugyhafu lf vbg lf ihhsv rnthaf ,ucua,u ,ukta ohrcjn
hp kg ;tu ///uvkhgu,a vbgy ihsv hkgcn sjt snkk rnuk vmr ovk ,unsvn orhvzvu ///ovhbpk ihsv hkgcu ihsv
vbgy uvsnkha uk r,un iht vz kf og ,ntc cauj tuva vn hpk rea uhkg iguy urhcjau euagv tuva uc gsha

/kkf uvkhgu,u uvkhm,a

hbpk iugyk ihgsuh obhta hnk ,ubgyv ihrsxnu ihfhrgna o,utf lnmg ag, kt - (,uct xjuhn) h"ar
/ihbhhsv

'uz thv vkusd vrhcgu rund gar tuv vzf ost hf urcjk rea ka ,ubgy snknc itf rcs tk - vbuh ubhcr
uk vkdnu ohbhhsv hbpk lrugu o,ut ohgynu uhpca uh,ubgy uk rsxna hnc tkt ibhexg t,ushxjs hkhnc tfvu

/uvusajh hf if ,uagk hutr ihta rntu ihsv ,t

ihs hkgcv hbpk ut ihbhhsv hbpk
sjtk ubhs ,ukdk ostk ruxta 'ohbhhsv hbpk ihsv hkgc ,ubgy ohrsxnu ohfruga ohabt i,utf - c"r

/ung ihsva gsuha hp kg ;tu lbhsc vfz,a khcac lf vag uk rnuku ihsv hkgcn

vz ka u,ufzc j,p ovk ju,pk ohbhhsv og ohajk,nu ihbhhsv hfrug ',uahjk hajuk - (:zn vyux) h"ar
/vz ka u,cujcu

lf ihrsxn inmg ova ihbhhs hfrug arpna ihtrb [c"rv ka] uhrcs ,kj,a hp kg ;t - cuy ouh ,upxu,
tk 'obhhsv hbpk ihsv hkgc ,ubgy ihrsxnu ihfruga uhrcs ,kj, oda snk v,t uhrcs ;uxn kct ///ohbhhsv hbpk
hbpc ohbguy ov ukhtf vz hrv lf vag uk rnuk ihs kgck ihkdna hsh kg tkt ohbhhsv hbpk onmgc ohnhgyn ova

/ohbhhsv

ost kf kg ut ihhsv kg
hnb ht ucure ,ufzk ,uhtr ohbhhsv hbpk lurgk ruxht iht cuaj ost ubhtcs [injb crn] ibhgna - j"c

/,nt ,ubgy ucurek sunkk

uk ghdh ot kujnk vmg thavk r,una c,ufv erp [z"thr oac] ohrucd hykav c,f - (cp 'ux) l"a
tuvu ',ukucj,u ,ubgy snkk ihhsk uk ihta ohbhhsv in vzv .ghhnv tvh tka sckcu uz vkhjnc vtbv oua aruhk

/injb crs t,chres tscugc oa x"av ,ugnann

lnmg ag, kt hb,es ,ucts ih,hb,ns tyapns hfvc ekjk vhk tbns h,gsh tku - (y 'zh) ypanv rga
,upxu,v hrcsn gnan ifu 'ohbhhsv hfrugf unmg ,t vagh tk rcsc ihhs ubht tuva ;ts gnan ohbhhsv hfrugf

/ruxt rjt ahtk ;ts j"cvu oa cuy ouh

o"cnrv aurhpc rtucn ,ubgy ihbgk kct vmg ,tav ihbgc ohrunt uktv ohrcsv kfu - (198 'zh) veuxp vfkv
ohbsa ,uthmnva iuhf ihsv omg vb,an vkucj,v hsh kg hf lfc vsun z"thr ;ta vtrbu 'ost kfk ruxta k"bv ,uctk

/v,bua vhkg

cureu cuaj ost
hts ubhhv lracn ouan ibjuh hcr rnts tvu 'cuaj ost ubhtaf hra ucurek tka ukhpt vz hpk - cuy ouh ,upxu,
ohcurek tka ;t uagha ahu ubnhv ohsnuka hbta cuaj ost h"ar iuak kct] ///usdbfa shxpvk if ,uagk uk vnk hfv utk

[/wufu ag, kts vrvztv kkfc tuv ohcurek tka kf if ot f"g

sjtk snkha ubhhvs obhhsv hfrugf ,uhvkn unmg ejr,vk ihhs ubhtaf ukhpt ostk uk ah - (uy 'zh) ijkav lurg
iht ifu 'rea ka ohrcs obht ukhpt ihhsvk ihs hkgcvn sjt hrcs ohgyvk ifu ///lfu lf iugy, uk rntku ,ubgy ihs hkgcvn
cure tuv otu ///ovhct ,at kt iuzk ohchhja ohnu,hc unf ihsc vfzha hsf r,hvc rcs ,uagk ihs hkgcvn sjtk .ghhk

/ucure tuvaf ;t unmg gubnk lhrm tuv cuaj ost otu 'r,hvc tuva iuhf if ,uagk uk r,un ihs kgck

tuv zt u,uks,av ,run, rfa hbcr iguyv kceh ratfa ohexupv hkusd oac ubgna - (cxr wng) ypan hrga
[/ung .ghh,vk tc urhcj ot sug a"gu] /[ucuren] u"e sunkk ahu vzn jhurn unmg
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