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Kesubos (105a)
NN NPRDN) NN XPAIONR Py M NP — Karna would take an istira from the liable
party and an istira from the non-liable party, NPT Y PXTY— and then judge the law for
them.

The Gemara asks:
»7N T2y >N — But how could he do this? 000 — Why, it is written: N2 TNV,
"NpN — And a bribe you shall not take!

The Gemara anticipates a possible answer:
PPN DPY NIT N 220 NN NN ) — And if you say that these words of prohibition apply
only where [the judge] did not take payment from both [litigants], NPT MIYND NN NPT
— in which case he could come to corrupt the law; MOIND TN NI IMIHN DPYT 102 NP
N»T — whereas Karna, since he took payment from both of them, did not come to corrupt
the law, that is not a valid answer. MY N NPT MOSND NN ND ) — For even if [a judge]
does not come to corrupt the law, is it permitted to take payment? N0 — Why, it was
taught in a Baraisa: "NpN NO 1YY, — The pasuk states: And a bribe you shall not take.
1> YN N — What does [the Torah] teach here? NP NDY) 2NN NN NI NV 71997 DN
w2 nix — If it intends to teach that a judge may not take a bribe intended to influence him to
declare the liable party non-liable and the non-liable party liable, INN) 129 ) — but it
is already stated: "Vovn NVN-ND,, — You shall not pervert judgment. NI 179N NIN
20D TN 220P1 N0 N — Rather, even if he takes payment in order to declare the non-liable
party non-liable and the liable party liable, it is still forbidden, "NPN N7 TNV, NN NN
— because The Torah states: And a bribe you shall not take. — ? —

The Gemara defends Karna's action:
'»1n " — These words stated in the verse apply TNV NIN2 DpYT X — where [the
judge] took the payment in the form of a bribe, PPY M RPN NN NP — whereas
Karna would take it in the form of a fee.

Kesubos (105b)

N27 N — Rava said: NTMYT XYL NN — What is the reason for the prohibition against
taking a bribe even if its purpose is not to corrupt the verdict but to ensure proper judgment?
YR RTMY 79 9apT 12 — The reason is that once [a judge] takes a bribe from [a litigant],
™2y MRYT MY N1IPX — he feels close to him, a1 NN — as though [the litigant] is
himself, NYYY NN NN DTN PX) — and a person does not see wrong in himself. M)
70 — In light of this explanation, what is signified by the word shochad (bribe)? TN NINY
— The word signifies that it is something (shehu) that makes the donor and the recipient one
(chad), 1.e. it unites the hearts of both parties.
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