
o"ufgk sjuaCM8-24  Bribing Public Officials - 

Kesubos (105a)

ch$H �j �n t $rh (T  xh (t  u ht �F �Z (n t $rh (T  xh (t kh (e $J v$u)v t$b  r �e — Karna would take an istira from the liable

party and an istira from the non-liable party,        t$bh (S Uv k ih (t $s  u — and then judge the law for

them.

The Gemara asks:

h (f $v sh (c $g h (fh �v  u — But how could he do this?        ch (,  f $v  u — Why, it is written:        t«k s �j«J  u''
wwj $E (, — And a bribe you shall not take!

The Gemara anticipates a possible answer:

Uvh h �u  r �T (n kh (e $J t«k  S t $fh �v h�Kh (n h�b $v t $nh �T h (f  u — And if you say that these words of prohibition apply

only where [the judge] did not take payment from both [litigants],        t$bh (S h�hUk  m �t k h �, $t t $n k (S
— in which case he could come to corrupt the law;        h�hUk  m �t k h �, $t t«k Uvh h �u  r �T (n kh (e $J  S i$uh �F t$b  r �e
t$bh (S — whereas Karna, since he took payment from both of them, did not come to corrupt

the law, that is not a valid answer.        h �r $J h (n t$bh (S h�hUk  m �t k h �, $t t«k h (f  u — For even if [a judge]

does not come to corrupt the law, is it permitted to take payment?        t$h b �, $v  u — Why, it was

taught in a Baraisa:        wwj $E (, t«k s �j«J  u'' — The pasuk states: And a bribe you shall not take.

r �nIk sUn k �T v �n — What does [the Torah] teach here?        ch�H �j k t«K 2J  u ch$H �j �v , 2t ,IF�z k t«K 2J s �N�k k o (t
ht �F �Z �v , 2t — If it intends to teach that a judge may not take a bribe intended to influence him to

declare the liable party non-liable and the non-liable party liable,        r �n5t2b r $c  F h �r)v — but it

is already stated:        wwy $P  J (n v 2Y �,-t«k'' — You shall not pervert judgment.        ,IF�z k UKh (p)t t$K 2t
ch$H �j �v , 2t ch�H �j kU ht �F �Z �v , 2t — Rather, even if he takes payment in order to declare the non-liable

party non-liable and the liable party liable, it is still forbidden,        wwj $E (, t«k s �j«J  u'' v $rIT v $r  n $t
— because The Torah states: And a bribe you shall not take. — ? —

The Gemara defends Karna's action:

h�Kh (n h�b $v — These words stated in the verse apply        s �jIJ , �rI,  C kh (e $J  S t $fh �v — where [the

judge] took the payment in the form of a bribe,        kh (e $J v$u)v t $r  d �t , �rI,  C t$b  r �e — whereas

Karna would take it in the form of a fee.

Kesubos (105b)

t $c $r r �n $t — Rava said:        t $S  jUJ  S t $n  g �y ht �n — What is the reason for the prohibition against

taking a bribe even if its purpose is not to corrupt the verdict but to ensure proper judgment?

Vh�Bh (n t $S  jUJ Vh�k kh (C �e  s i$uh �F — The reason is that once [a judge] takes a bribe from [a litigant],

Vh �C�d k Vh �T  g �S Vh�k t $c  r $eh (t — he feels close to him,        Vh �pUd  F h�u $v  u — as though [the litigant] is

himself,        In  m �g k v $cIj v 2tIr o $s $t ih �t  u — and a person does not see wrong in himself.        ht �n
s �jIJ — In light of this explanation, what is signified by the word shochad (bribe)?        s �j tUv 2J
— The word signifies that it is something (shehu) that makes the donor and the recipient one
(chad), i.e. it unites the hearts of both parties.
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ohbhs hkgc hban sjua
ovhbhc ghrfvk vyuba sg vzku vzk vyub uck ouen kfn ihssm hban ukcenaf ;t - (/ve ,ucu,f) hrhtn

/rund ihsc obusk tkau

'ypan ,hhyv hshk h,t tks ovhban kyuba ubhhv ljrf kg "sjua je, tk" lhrymhtsn - gauvh hbp
/ovn sjtn kuyhk upuxs iunn sjuac tbnjr vhrxt hfv ukhptu

/sjuak sjua ihc eukj, tka hsf kfu kfn vru, vrxts rnuk lhrm f"g - (t 'y) vahrs

,t chhjku htfzv ,t ,ufzk ihhsk sja ,,k icutrk uk r,un ot ahtv kta kuta - (d 'y) ;xuh hfrc
;ta rurc rcsvs iuhfs tnkhs ut ibcr dukp tku rug hbpk kg rcug sja i,ubvs iuhf vhk rxts ibhrnt hn chhjv
hfv utkcs rug ghbpk icutr i,nc tbud htv hfc tfhk u, if ot iugnan sja jeuk ihhsv sja i,h tk icutr ot
,tu shznc ypanv ,uyvn ihhsv ,t khmn i,ub icutra vzc hf tkt sug tku sja jeuk ihhsv unmg vz ihsc
ihhsku kzdn iugnak khmh khmv vzcs ogyn htfzv ,t ,ufzk ihhsk sjua i,ha icutrk rh,vk iht ///kzdn iugna
ohrnut ihts ///hrhnjs hruxht vnf lbv ushcgk tku tyuz truxht icutr shcgks cyunu ypan ,uyvk tka

/ihhsvu iugna vfzha khcac tuyjk icutrk

o"ufgk sjua
/drvb sjua jek drvb ubhs vyv 'jb hbc ka ihbhsc urnt hnkaurhc - (dh 'sk cahu) i"cnr

ogyv kfs uvk trhcxs k"mu 'k"bv ck kg oa ihtu ,uhbunse ohban r,hv ihdvub okugvu - (t 'y) ohnu,
ohr,un ohcurev kfa jb icc kct iusk ohruxt ohcures ktrahc uvzu vhcd vh,gs vhcrens sj tuvs sjua ka

/vzn r,uh curhe lk iht iusk

ukhpt sjua kct iusk ohr,un ihs hkgc ivhkg ukce ot vcruecs ;t thsvk rtucn - (t 'y) ypan hrcs
ibhzj if otu 'jfuns vkhyc rdt er kuyhk ruxt hfv ukhpt vznu vzn khea vhvs tbrec unf ihs hkgc ukche ot
ihhgu 'sjua je, tks utk kg rvzuns rapt ouen kfn vcrue tfhk jb iccs ;tu 'vcruek hns tk sjuas

[/(ch 'y) ijkav lurgu 'ypan jrut g"gu] /sjua je, tks rvzun jb ic ;ts hnkaurh oac c,fs i"cnrc

huds hnkaurh ubnn okgbu o"ufgk sjuac ep,xb ohnu,v - (dfr iurjt xrybue) ihexhs k"hrvn ,"ua
/r,hv udvb if kg 'kkf tuv tbhhs utk hkut o"ufgk ktrah ihc iusks k"ha tkt 'drvb sjua kyba

,uyvk utehrjc vzk i,ha vnusfu ypuav ka ucvutk iudf rjtk uvb,h ukhpt - (sh 'u) rpux o,j ,"ua
i,ha hudvk vumn ktrahv ot[a] ///ibhsepn tks hbpks hbpk itf lhha tku ruhg hbpk kg rcug if od ypan uk

/utehrjc ypuavk sjuav ghdn tmnb sjua urucg
chhja rrucnu gsuhu vsun usdbfa ohngp curu ohngpk sugu ung ihsva unmgc gsuh ktrahv ohngpk lt
kgc tuva htnrtv kg ojrnu kmg,nu kar,n ypuavu vukv shn ucuj thmuvk vaeu tbhhcud rxujna tkt uk
vcrst ruhg hbpk kg rcug ktrahv ihts thgchn tku esm ypan ,uagk ypuavk sjua i,hk r,un vzc ///u,s
lurgv f"fu] /uka ,umn gca kg rcug vhvu ktrah ka uypan vyn ypuav vhv uka sjua hkuks shcge vumn

[/ijkav

,bh,b ruxht aha c,f rat ;xuh hfrcv hrcsk ohr,ux rpux o,jv hrcs vrutfk - (c whx) ypan urna
rhgvk hkc ovhba ,t thcv vcua, hj,pva vnh,vu 'ihsv ,uuhgn ihhsv ,t khmvk u,ryna iputc od sjua
ktrah ihhsc hrhht ;xuh hfrcvs 'hud ypua ihhsk ktrah ihhs ihc kscv aha rnuk lhrmu /vzk vz ohr,ux ohrcsva
hud ypuac hrhht rpux o,jv kct ///htfzv ,t ,ufzk ,bn kg ukhpt sjua jehk ruxts ktrah ihhsc ik tnhheu
tfhv kf lfkv 'ypan vyh vzca iuhf sjua kceku iusk rapt hta ohbhhs ,uumnn tuv jb icc sjua ihs suxh kfu
rsdc xbfb iht ihsf tka hbav ihs kgcv ,cuyk ihsv ,t ypuav vyh tkau ,nt ihs tmha ,bn kg sjua i,uba

/hudk sjua ruxht
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