
iusk rfaCM8-25  Pay for Judges - 

Kesubos (105a)

h�Kh (n h�b $v/// — ...These words apply        s �jIJ , �rI,  C kh (e $J  S t $fh �v — where [the judge] took the

payment in the form of a bribe,         kh (e $J v$u)v t $r  d �t , �rI,  C t$b  r �e — whereas Karna would take it

in the form of a fee.

h �r $J h (n t $r  d �t , �rI,  cU — And even he takes it in the form of a fee, is it permitted?        i�b  , $v  u —
But we learned in a Mishnah:        ih(k �y  C uh$bh (S iUs$k r $f $G k �yIB �v — If one takes a fee for judging,

his decisions are void. — ? —

t$bh (S r�d)t h�Kh (n h�b $v — These words stated in the Mishnah apply to a fee for deciding the law,

kh (e $J v$u)v t$kh �y  C r�d)t t$b  r �e — whereas Karna would take compensation for unemployment.

h �r $J h (n t$kh �y  C r�d)t �u — And even compensation for unemployment, is it permitted?        t$h b �, $v  u
— But it was taught in a Baraisa:        iUs$k r $f $G k �yIB 2J ih$H �S �v r $gIf  n — Despicable is the judge

who takes payment to judge,        ih (S Ibh (S 2J t$K 2t — but his decision is valid.        h �n $S h (fh �v —
Now, what is the circumstance to which this Baraisa refers?        t$bh (S r�d)t t $nh�kh (t — If one says

it refers to a fee for deciding the law, that cannot be correct,        ih (S Ibh (S — because it states that

his decision is valid        t$h b �, $v  u — and it was taught in the Mishnah cited above:        r $f $G k �yIB �v
ih(kh �y  C uh$bh (S iUs$k — If one takes a fee for judging, his decisions are void.        t$kh �y  C r�d)t t$K 2t —
Rather, the Baraisa refers to compensation for unemployment,        ih$H �S �v r $gIf  n h�b $T $e  u — and

yet it states regarding one who takes such payment: Despicable is the judge. — ? —

t $j  fIn t«k  S t$kh �y  C h�Kh (n h�b $v — These words apply where the judge's unemployment is not evident,

kh (e $J v$u)v t $j  fIn  S t$kh �y  C t$b  r �e — but Karna took compensation for unemployment that is

evident.        t $r  n �j  S t $r $C  n �t  C h �v $T v$u)v �S — For he would regularly be hired to smell the stock at a

storehouse of wine,        t$zUz Vh�k h �c)v$h  u — and they would pay him a zuz for this service.

t$bUv c �r  S t $v h (F — As in the case of Rav Huna:        Vh �N �e k t$bh (S h �, $t v$u)v h (F — When a lawsuit was

brought before him,        Uv k r �n $t — he would say to [the litigants]:        h(k h�k $s  S t $r  c�D h(k Uc $v
ht �eh (r)j �C — “Give me a man who will draw water in my stead to irrigate my fields,        iUsh5t 2u
t$bh (S Uf k — and then I will decide the law for you.”

Bechoros (Mishnah 29a)

iUs$k Ir $f  G k �yIB �v — If one takes his fee for judging,        oh(kh �y  C uh$bh (S — his decisions are void;

sh (g $v k — for testifying,        ih(kh �y  C uh $,Is �g — his testimonies are void.

Bechoros (Gemara 29a)

h�Kh (n h�b $v$b  n — From where do we know these [laws]?        c �r r �n $t v $sUv h c �r r �n $t — Rav Yehudah

said in the name of Rav:        t $r  e r �n $t  S — For the verse states:        (wudu) o 2f  , 2t h (T  s �N(k v �t  r''
ww[h $e«k5t wv h(b �U (m r 2J)t �F oh (y $P  J (nU oh (E Ij] — See, I have taught you (etc.) statutes and laws as Hashem,

my G-d, commanded me. I.e. See that I have taught you the statutes and the laws of the Torah
[in the same manner] as Hashem taught (“commanded”) them to me.        o 2T �t ; �t o$B (j  C h(b)t v $n
o$B (j  C — Just as I, Moses, was taught the Torah by Hashem gratis, so too, you were taught the

Torah by me gratis. And so too, when you teach Torah to others, you shall teach them gratis.
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/rfa ovc kyb tka gush if ot tkt ohkyc isa uhbhs kf iusk rfa kyubv - (d 'y n"uj) lurg ijka

kuxp ut curek rfa
ht iusk rfa kybu kuxp ut cure hbpk iusk ovhkg ukcea ihs hkgcc ep,xvk ah - (v 'y) ypanv rga
cuhj tfhks rnuk ah tbud htv hfcu objc hbt vn kg rcga ouan tuv kyc ubhsa ogyvs iuhf rnuk ahs kyc ubhs

[/j 'dp lubj ,jbn g"gu] /iusk kuxp vru,v ins iuhf vkhj,fk ;t rfa kuyhk r,unu objc iusk uhkg

rjt hbpc iusk tcu guce ihs ,hc rhgc ah ot uyts s"bgk trhvb tku - (ruejk ahu v"s zy) vbhc hrnt
ovhbhc isu o,ut kcen ouen kfns iuhf ubht htsu vz rfa kuyhk htar vhvh ovhbhc iusk unmg ,t gubnk kufhs
iusk o,ut kcen ohbp kf kgs iuhf kuxp ut cure if unf if otu objc snkk lhrmu ohypanu ohej snkna rcug
otu objc iusk lhrm vru, ihs ovhbhc isaf ouen kfn vzn unmg ,t ekxk kufhu rcsc chujn ubhta ;t ovhbhc

/kyc ubhss rfac isv ihhs kf unf xbe ogyn kyc ubhs rfac is

vkyc rfa
ubhta kfk rfhb vhvha tuvu 'r,un u,khyc rfa tkt kyub ubht otu - (v 'y ypan iauj) lurg ijka
vkugp rfa hk ub, ihsv hkgck rntu iusk uk aha vgac ,uagk vgush vftkn uk aha iudf u,kyc rfa tkt kyub
rfa hk inszh tna rnta iudf rfhb ubht ot kct 'vuac ovhban kceha tuvu vbnn kyc,ta vftkn v,ut ka

/ruxt rfa aecn vz khcacu ,urxrxu vrujx ,hhbec

kuyhk vkj,fk r,un uhbpk utca vgac vftknc exug ot 'ah oheukj vaka - (y 'y) ypanv ,uch,b
rcsv rgufn vftknc euxgk ubumra ovk rntu vftkn uk aha gusha er vftknc exg tk otu 'vkyc rfa

/g"nx 'ihkyc uhbhs vftkn tmnt hkut rnuta er kkf vftkn uk iht kct 'ihkyc uhbhs iht kct kuyhk

,ughcec ohbs
tfv lhrp tks tv /vfakv ,nur,n irfa ihkyub uhv ohkaurhca ,urhzd hrzud - (/ve ,ucu,f) ,upxu,
kct ohbhs hkgcn tkt ruxt tks o, ubhcr rnut 'tbres vhkg lhrpsf "je, tk sjuau" ch,fvu hfv hscg hfhvu
ihexug uhv tku ihsc ihcauh uhv vga kf tfv tkt ihkyub uhv rfa ,ru,c utk tfvs arpn hcru 'rucm kan tfv
cauh vhv tnkgc htret tbre kct ixbrpk rucmv kg kyun vhvu xbrp,vk vnc ovk vhv tku vftkn ouac
'sjua aaj kukak tuv rucm kans .urh,v - (uvhkt rtc oac '129 'y) veuxp vfkv] /rfa kuyhk uk vhv tku
vz kgu ihs hkgcn ut ruchm kan jeuk tuv ot eukhj iht objc hbt vn ouan tuva rfa ,hkyb ka aaj kct

[/iusk rfa vz iht oxbrpk ohjrfuns iuhfns umrh,

u,ut ihcdnu ihs ,hc ,xbrpk iunn ihexupa vpue ihs ,hck ,uagk udvb - (d 'y ypan iauj) lurg ijka
/ovhnfju ovhbhhs xbrpk ktrah kg vcuj hf trdt ,ru,u sjua ,ru, ouan uc ihtu 'vpuxc ut vbav ,kj,c

/ost ouak vcuy ehzjvk ut ;hbjvk ufrymh tka hsf ovk ifun tvha vbav ,kj,n ,ucdk cuy r,uhu - t"nr

ohbnzv kfc hubpu ifun vhvha sjt ovk shngvk ohchhujn ruchmv - (sxe whx n"uj) rpux o,j ,"ua
vhvaf hp kg ;t hf kusd sucfu juuhrc u,xbrp vzk ohaug ruchmvu ,g kfc lfk ifun tmnh wv ,ru, aecnv kfk
ukan xbrp,vk ush ktk ah ot htsucu 'ov tku htar tuv ouen kfn omnmk uhkg vumn vhv unmgk vaug tuv

/,ubjkua h,ak vfuz ost kf utk lt objc vz od ,uagk tuv chujn ruchmvn xrp ,khyb hkc

i,ncu tanc ohexug iht vz ,njnu ohgucev ohbhhsv kg r,hv c,f ohnu,u ohrutcu - (y 'y) ypanv ,uch,b
sugu 'vftknn ohprb iv vz khcaca kfk gushs ,rfhb vftknf huv vftkn vzhtc ihexug uhvs htsu ugceuv tk ots gushu

[/ihsv hkgcn od rh,vk ohburjtv cur ,gss 249 veuxp vfkv whgu] /ub,v uktf vhk vuv lf udvba iuhf

vrapv ut ihsv ovk ohrnuta osue ohbhhsk ygun rcs ohb,ub ohssmv hbaa yap,ba vnu - (u 'y) ijkav lurg
ohkcenafu 'o,xbrp uvzs ohssmv hba ub,ha sg ubush tka ie,k ohkufh ovu if ruchmv ,be, vhv iunsev inzns vtrb

/if dvbnva iuhf ruchmv og if ub,v uktf vuv ihhs ut cr

rfa aecn tuvu vhpfc isa ihhs zts vhpfc is ot er huv rfa ,kce ka ruxhtv ;ud - (v 'y) vnka ,nfj
ohtc ova er is tuv vhpfc tka ot kct rfa kcek uk ruxtu uhkg ihhs oa vzcs rfa kcek uk ruxt vzc vz rucgc
vb,n uk ohb,ub ukhtf huvu vz kg ov ohnhfxn if ot rfa kyub tuva ohgsuhu ov uhbpk iusk ubnhv ohaecnu obumrn

/rfa ,ru,c tk obumrc tnkgc
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