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Sanhedrin (29b)

Vh �T kh (f  C Vh �r  c �j k oh (s �g Vh�k ih (n  f �t  S tUv �v — There was this person who hid witnesses behind bed

curtains to hear his fellow admit to liability.        W  s$h  C h(k v2b $n Vh�k r �n $t — [The first person] said:

“You owe me a maneh.”        i �v Vh�k r �n $t — [The other] replied: “Yes, I do.”        h �c  f $J  u h �rh �g r �n $t
h �s)v $x Q$k)g Uu5vh2k — [The first one] then said: “Do you consent that both the waking and the

sleeping shall be witnesses to [your admission]?”        t«k Vh�k r �n $t — [The other] replied:

“No, I do not.”        t$b)v �F c �r r �n $t — Rav Kahana said, regarding this incident:        t«k Vh�k r �n $t t $v
— [The defendant] told him: “No, I do not want them to be witnesses,” and therefore his
admission is not valid.

Chullin (96a)

The Gemara cites further support for the effectiveness of visual recognition:

h (f $v t $nh �T t«k h (t  S — For if you do not say so (that visual recognition is effective),        t $nUx Q $th �v
IT  J (t  C r $TUn — how is a blind man permitted to have relations with his wife,        Qh �t o $s $t h�b  cU
v$k h�K �C i 2vh �,IJ b (C ih (r $TUn — and how are ordinary men permitted to have relations with their

wives at night? In both situations the husband is engulfed by darkness, and it is possible that he
will inadvertently (but illicitly) cohabit with a different woman.        t$k $e  S t$bh �g ,Ugh (c  y (C t$K 2t —
Rather, we must conclude that a husband is able to identify his wife in the dark through voice

recognition.        t$bh �g ,Ugh (c  y (C h (N�b t $f $v — Here too (i.e. in other cases), verification can be

accomplished through visual recognition.

t$H (J  r �J  n c �r  S Vh �r  C e $j  m(h c �r r �n $t — Rav Yitzchak the son of Rav Mesharshiya said:        g �s �T —
Know that visual recognition is more reliable than identifying marks,        h �r  T h �C (hr,c) U, $t UKh (t  S
h �r  n $t  u — for if two [witnesses] come before a court and say,        Vh�b $nh (x ht �v  u Vh�b $nh (x ht �v  S t$h b�k  P
t $J  p�b k �y $e — “A person who has this identifying mark and that identifying mark killed a

person,” ... Vh�k i�bh(k  y �e t«k — we do not execute him for the murder.        ,Ugh (c  y i$k ,h (t h �r  n $t UKh (t  u
Vh�U�d  C t$bh �g — But if they say, “We have visual recognition of [the murderer],” and they

identify him,        Vh�k i�bh(k  y �e — we do execute him.

Sanhedrin (Baraisa 38a)

r �nIt rh (t �n h (C �r v$h $v — R' Meir used to say:        Irh �c)j �n v2B �T  J (n o $s $t oh (r $c  S v $J«k  J (C — In three ways

does a man differ from his fellow:        , �g �s  cU v 2t  r �n  C kIe  C — In voice, in appearance, and in

thinking. Why is this so?        v$u  r 2g oUG (n v 2t  r �n  cU kIe  C — They differ in voice and in appearance

because of immorality, to which identical appearances would lead.        ih(b$k  z�D �v h�b  P (n , �g �s  cU
ih(b $x  n �j �v  u — And they differ in their thinking due to the evil designs of robbers and

extortioners.

Sanhedrin (Baraisa 67a)

vru,ca ,u,hn hchhj kf rtau — Regarding other capital cases in the Torah,        ovhkg ibhnfn iht
— we do not arrange witnesses to lie in wait        uzn .uj — except for this one who is

instigating idolatry.        uk ihaug smhf — How do we do it to him?        hnhbpv ,hcc rbv ,t ihehksn
— We kindle a light for him in an inner room,        iumhjv ,hcc ohsg uk ihchaunu — and we

place witnesses in an outer room,        ukue ihgnuau u,ut ihtur iv uhvha hsf — so they can see him

and hear his voice,        i,ut vtur ubht tuvu —while he cannot see them.
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ohsg uk thcjv
tk k"t lkg hsvx uuvk hcfau hrg k"t iv k"t lshc hk vbn vhk rntu vkhfc ohsg uk thcjv - (dh 'tp) lurg ijka

/vtsuv thuv e,a ot kct 'vtsuv ubht

ut vhv rjt tna if tk ots 'tbhg ,ghcyc vkhfv lu,n u,utrk ihfhrm ot ep,xvk ahu - (dh 'tp) iaujv ,ume
hbhsk ukhpt hbvn hnb tkes tbhg ,ghcy ukhpts gnan ///vabv shd erpc vbvu /hbvn ukue ,ghnau tkes tbhg ,ghcyc hdx
tuv if otu ,uapb hbhsk tkes tbhg ,ghcy hbvn tks gnan ///,u,hn gcrt erpc lt 'htuv tbt utk rnt hmn tku ,uapb
,ghcy ibhnsn tks vhk trhcx h"ars hnb c,f o"ufg ,ufkvc asj hrpc h,htru /tbunn heuptk hbvn tk ,ubunn hbhsk ihsv

[/sug a"gu] /vkhkc ost kfu u,atc r,un tnux tvha truxht ihbgk tkt tnkgs tbhg ,ghcyk tkes tbhg

o,v rntsf tbunn truxht trhnjs :f tghmn tccc ibhrnt ohbnhx ihbgk tvs t,hku - (z 'tp) ypanv ,uch,b
tkes tbhg ,ghcyc if ot hbvn tk ruxht ihbgk kct inhxk iugna ic ;xuh hbvn iunnc ;ts tbunnk truxht ,hnsne hn
,uapb hbhsc tkes tbhg ,ghcyc hbvn tks tvu 'iunn ihbgk hbvns ifa kfn ihyhdcu ihkujc rtucnf ruxht ihbgk hbvns

/vhhtrc tka vghshc ohhe,ns ,ubunn hbhsc if ihta vn vghshu vhtr ibhgc ,uapb hbhscs ouan ubhhv

u,atu tnuxn vhtrv(hbvns) 
,ban] /,arju tnux thv od tna aajv rehgu 'vhrcjt lnux sj kfs k"m - (um ohc,f) ihexhs k"hrvn ,"ua

[/vhkg od lnuxa tkt kuev kg er lnux ubhts tmnb - ypanv

'vurg rsd hbpn vrhmhv ,kj,n ohna hshc huag kuev rfhvs [/jk ihrsvbxn] rtucn - (u whx g"vt) cegh ,kve
ohhuku ///vbez ut vchx hp kg ,ub,avk kufh rcsva ohngpk ijfats ///aht ,at r,hvcu ihyhdc vhkg ibhfnx tk hfv ukhpt
ohkhdrv ost hbc er ',uthrcv ihbg hpk ,g kfc okuec ohb,an ost hbcu 'e"vuzc rtucnf vba ohanj rjt okuec ub,ab
aujk m"t tnuxs ehxnu 'cegh ,frcc i"cnrv ,haue ihbgc oa g"gu] /,g kfc ohrhfnu kuev hubha od ohgsuh vnv sjh

[/u inhx c"j ,ajrn whgu] [/tjhfa tks t,kn ,ntc tuvu ihrhfn tnks hp,xns vkue ,ubak vat ohrgha

/aunahnu tkes tbhg ,ghcyc ubhhv u,atc r,un tnuxs tv - (c whx n"uj) rpux o,j

,hxnn vhtrv(hbvn tks) 
ukfuh tku uk ihgnua htuv tbt utk rnthu ohsgv ,t ahjfh ,hxnv ot htsus k"h - (he whx) hbuardv ,sucg

/tkes tbhg ,ghcy kg lunxk ah vabv shd erpca iusbc unf rcsc vajfv tfhks tfhv kct 'tkye vhchhjk

kct 'ohrjt ,hxhu uk lkhu jrch tka u,ut ihtur ibhgcs tvs thsvk hrv [,unch hnkaurhn] - (s 'vk) ypan rga
[/hnkaurhc rjt aurhpk irvt iaj whg kct] /hbvns k"h tkes tbhg ,ghcy

tnux ihbg
/kuxp u,usg ,buufnu 'ohabtvu kuev rhfna hp kg ;t uhbhg h,ac tnux - (ch 'vk) lurg ijka

ut"n ibhpkhs kuxp tnuxcs tkt ,usg ihbgk hbvn tkes tbhg ,ghcys gnan vz iuakn - (s 'vk) ypan rga
/ihs hkgcv vtr tka ;t tkes g"y hbvn ,utrk kufhs tfhv kct ',utrk hutr vhvha "vtr

'u,ut utrh ohsgva ufhrmv ,hxnc y"vnu khgun tkes g"cy iht thrc ostcs ;ts k"h - (zgr n"uj) oh,p ,jbn
///r,uhc ohezj ova uhauj rtac jhurn tuv ohbhg ,utrn grdba ,nugk tnux tuva hns gcyc gushs hbta tnux kct
ch,fs thv cu,fv ,rhzds shgh tk hfv ukhpt rurhcc tkes g"cy uk ah tuvu kuec rhfna ;t tnuxs rnte rhpa lfku

/lf kf kuev ,ghcy uk iht tnux ubhta hns tkes g"cy kg shgh tks tyhap rjt ostu "vtr tuvu"

vykev rhafn hsh kg ,usg
hbuardv ,sucgk hbvn tk iupkyv ,jha ka ,ykev kg iugna smn vajfv aha s"usbc - (ck 'd) ceghk lhypan
ihsc ohrunt ohrcsv kfs vtrb obnt 'hbvn tks ohrcuxv ohburjtv ucru rjtn iunn thmuvk ihtu ///kue hsh kg vrfv
,grfvc cjr ,gs kueha ohrruck ohb,ubu ihrruc rya kg ohssmv ohn,uj vca ,urrucc okut ihs hp kg l,jbv vru,
whx 'u vfkvc chan g"gu] /ovk rurcv ,gs isnut hp kg euxpk ukfuhu ,uhtrv hbhsk ohsunm ohbhhsv ihta vtrb if ot ihsv

[/jp
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