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Sanhedrin (29b)
R22 72NY OTY Y PRINT NMND — There was this person who hid witnesses behind bed
curtains to hear his fellow admit to liability. 7129 Ny ™ o — [The first person] said:

“You owe me a maneh.” Y ™Y N — [The other] replied: “Yes, [ do.” M0V DY NN
»109 72¥ Py — [The first one] then said: “Do you consent that both the waking and the

sleeping shall be witnesses to [your admission]?” NO ™9 9 — [The other] replied:
“No, [ do not.” N2 11 X — Rav Kahana said, regarding this incident: ND 9 0N Ni)
— |The defendant] told him: “No, I do not want them to be witnesses,” and therefore his
admission is not valid.

Chullin (96a)

The Gemara cites further support for the effectiveness of visual recognition:
"7 NN KD NT — For if you do not say so (that visual recognition is effective), NDID N
iPYNa 990 — how is a blind man permitted to have relations with his wife, PN DTN M)

92 ymvia pimn — and how are ordinary men permitted to have relations with their
wives at night? In both situations the husband is engulfed by darkness, and it is possible that he
will inadvertently (but illicitly) cohabit with a different woman. NIPT NYY My10a NN —
Rather, we must conclude that a husband is able to identify his wife in the dark through voice
recognition. NYY ™Myav1a ) NoND — Here too (i.e. in other cases), verification can be
accomplished through visual recognition.

NWIYN 277 ™72 PNy 27 X — Rav Yitzchak the son of Rav Mesharshiya said: yIn —
Know that visual recognition is more reliable than identifying marks, 152 (0N2) NN IPONT
»nN) — for if two [witnesses] come before a court and say, IPD IND MDD NNDT NI
NY9) S0P — “A person who has this identifying mark and that identifying mark Kkilled a
person,” ... MY HVP N> — we do not execute him for the murder. YAV 7 TN OIN IPN)
12 Npy — But if they say, “We have visual recognition of [the murderer],” and they
identify him, M7 1Yovp — we do execute him.

Sanhedrin (Baraisa 38a)

N PN 227 M — R' Meir used to say: Y200 MHYN DTN 0127 NYoYa — In three ways
does a man differ from his fellow: nYyT1 N3 2ip2 — In voice, in appearance, and in
thinking. Why is this so? MY DN N 9ipa — They differ in voice and in appearance
because of immorality, to which identical appearances would lead. P21 9N NYTI
Monn — And they differ in their thinking due to the evil designs of robbers and
extortioners.

Sanhedrin (Baraisa 67a)

NNV M) 7N 95 Ny — Regarding other capital cases in the Torah, DY2Y 1PNON PN
— we do not arrange witnesses to lie in wait wn N — except for this one who is
instigating idolatry. Y pviy 75 — How do we do it to him? MMAN N2 NN NN PPYTH
— We kindle a light for him in an inner room, NYHONN A2 OTY 1D PV — and we
place witnesses in an outer room, P PYDIVI IMN PRI Y1 PiPY »TD — so they can see him
and hear his voice, IMNX NN IR N —while he cannot see them.
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