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Berachos (11a)
"q122 9n2v3,, — The Baraisa cites the pasuk stating that you must recite the Shema During your
sitting in your house. myna poiyy V19 — This excludes one who is occupied with
performance of a mitzvah. "7772 70972, — The pasuk states further: And during your
going upon the road. yno V19 — This excludes a bridegroom, who is preoccupied with
the thought of performing a mitzvah. MN8N — From here they said: N 015N
V9 NPINAD — One who is marrying a virgin is exempt from reciting the Shema; )
20 NMNYNN — however, one who is marrying a widow is obligated to recite it.
ynvn s8N — How does [the pasuk] imply that one who engaged in performing a mitzvah does
not recite the Shema?
7772 N99 27 M — Rav Pappa said: The implication is from the words upon the road, which
obligate one only in a situation comparable to “the road.” ™Y 777 NN — Just as one's
travels upon the road are for discretionary purposes, ™My 95 g8 — so too with regard to
any activity — it is interrupted for recitation of the Shema only if performed for discretionary
purposes. One engaged in a non-discretionary act, however (i.e. a mitzvah), does not interrupt it
to recite the Shema.
MYN 1272 W NPT 1PPOY XY )N — But are we not dealing with a pasuk that can also imply that
he is going on the way for a mitzvah matter? Since the pasuk does not specify one traveling for
discretionary reasons, it may well be discussing even one who travels for the purpose of a
mitzvah! PP NINNT N N 12°9N) — And even so, the Merciful One stated that he must
recite the Shema! How then can this pasuk be used to teach that one does not interrupt a mitzvah
to recite the Shema? — ? —

The Gemara answers:
19 ox — If it is so (i.e. that the pasuk refers even to one traveling to perform a mitzvah),
N9 N2Ya NN 23R0Y — then let the Merciful One write simply: “while sitting and while
walking.” "IRP, "qn2va, o8n — Why does the pasuk instead say: during “your” sitting
.. and during “your” going? NONT NN TPT NP 77T NIva — To teach that when
occupied with your sitting and with your going, you are obligated to pause and recite the
Shema, NPV MYNT N — but when occupied with an obligatory sitting or going, you are
exempt from reciting the Shema. Thus, this pasuk does in fact teach that one occupied with a
mitzvah is exempt from recitation of the Shema.

Menachos (72a)

YITHD T2 NI DIAND 1A )9M NMiYLIN NN YWY — We may harvest new grain before
harvesting the omer because of saplings, because of a place of mourning, or because of a
curtailment of attendance at the study hall.

NRYL NN — What is the reason to permit these harvestings? NYINT N "0DPNP, — It is
because the Merciful One, in describing the omer as the first of the harvest, stated: the first of
“your” harvest, which implies: MNN PP NOY— but not the first of a harvest of mitzvah.
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