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Bava Kamma (60b)
NN TT M, — David had a craving and said, IYYA N ONY-12 NN DI NPY? M —
“If only someone could give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem, which is in the city
gate!” DXRYY MNNA D) NYOVY WP — So the three mighty men [of David] broke into
the camp of the Philistines "] Y2 IWUN DNY 12 INAN ON-1INYN — and drew water from
the well of Bethlehem, which is at the gate, and they carried it and brought it to David.

The Gemara understands this passage to be speaking of David's wish for halachic
guidance from the Sanhedrin. Therefore, the Gemara asks:
MY NoyN NP NN — Regarding what halachic issue did [David] inquire?
19N 17 N X2 N — Rava said in the name of Rav Nachman: 2 NOYDNP YN DY —
It was regarding the liability for hidden items destroyed by fire that he inquired: %179 N
n 1 — Is the halachah in accordance with R' Yehudah 1279 >N — or is it in accordance
with the Rabbis? P I0YIT NN Y WY — And [the Sanhedrin] answered him what
they answered him.
MmN 8»N 27 — Rav Huna said: N0 ONT 0YYT 0w 1) — There were stacks of barley
belonging to the Jews N2 ONYY9 »nvN N)T — in which Philistines were hiding. David
wanted to set fire to the stacks to root out the enemy, M2 NoyN N) — so he asked as
follows: 9N 10N Yy 8N nmn — Is it permissible to save oneself through the
destruction of someone else's property? MY Y — [The Sanhedrin] sent back to him
the following decision: 19020 1102 NNy 2807 Mo — It is normally prohibited for a person
to save himself through the destruction of someone else's property; NN 7PN NAN DIN —
but you, you are a king! 777 W Mivyo X199 [999] — [And a king| may break through
fences around another's property to make a path for himself and his armies T2 PRIN PXY
— and no one may protest against him. Thus you are permitted to burn the stacks of barley.
3NN ) 12 N2 NN P27 — And the Rabbis, and some say it was Rabbah bar Mari, said:
N ONXIT 1vwT 0w 1) — There were stacks of barley belonging to the Jews where David's
men stood DNYYOT OYTYT YY1 — and stacks of lentils belonging to the Philistines in
the Philistine controlled area. Ny NoyN NP) — And [David] asked [the Sanhedrin] as
follows: RN %Y YD OXIT PIWY DY PYTY D10 ann — Is it permissible to take the
Jewish-owned stacks of barley so as to place the barley before one's animal as feed oy
DNYDIT DVWTY DY PYWT) DYDY N — on condition to repay this loss with the Philistine-owned
piles of lentils later? MY nY — [The Sanhedrin] sent him the following decision:
"OPY NPY) YU VW Yan, — The wicked person returns a pledge, repays for [his] theft; This
verse indicates that DYYN NPV Y9 Yy a8 — even though a person repays his theft yuin
0 — he is still considered a wicked person for having stolen it in the first place. Thus, for
most people it is prohibited to take the stacks of barley even if they will pay for them later,
NAN 770 NAN DI — but you, you are a king! T2 PO PR 717 10 vy X119 790 — [And
a king] may break through fences around another's property to make a path for himself and
no one may protest against him.
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