
unmg ,t khmvk vkhzdCM9-04  Extenuating Circumstances - 

Bava Kamma (60b)

r �n  t t bUv c �r — Rav Huna said:        Uu  v k #t  r �G�h �S oh �rIg �G �S oh �Jh �s �D — There were stacks of barley

belonging to the Jews        Uv �C oh �T �J�k �P h #r �N �Y �n Uu+v �S — in which Philistines were hiding.        t  e �u
Vh#k t h �g �Ch �n — [David] asked as follows:        Irh #c+j iIn  n �C In �m �g kh �M �v�k Uv �n — Is it permissible to

save oneself through the destruction of someone else's property?        Vh#k Uj�k  J — [The

Sanhedrin] sent back to him the following decision:        Irh #c+j iIn  n �C In �m �g kh �M �v�k rUx  t — It is

normally prohibited for a person to save himself through the destruction of someone else's

property;        v T �t Q,k ,n v T �t k c+t — but you, you are a king!        Q ,r ,S Ik ,IG+g�k . #rIP [Q,k ,nU] —
[And a king] may break through fences around another's property to make a path for himself

and his armies        Is h �C ih �jIn ih #t �u — and no one may protest against him.

The Gemara raises a difficulty with the third answer:

h#k �e �n�k r �n  t �S it �n�k t  n k �J �C — All is well according to the one who says that David wanted to

burn the stacks;        ww  v,kh �M�H �u v  e�k ,j �v-QI, �C c#M�h �,�H �u'' ch �, �f �S Ubh�h �v — that is why it is written: He made

a stand in the middle of the portion and he saved it. Since the Sanhedrin told David that he was

not allowed to burn the stacks (if not by dint of royal privilege) it is as if the warrior who

conveyed the halachic decision saved the stacks from being burned.        h #pUk �j �t�k r �n  t �S it �n�k t K ,t
— However, according to the one who says that David wanted merely to switch the

Jewish-owned barley stacks for the Philistine-owned lentil stacks,        ww  v,kh �M�H �u'' ht �n — what does

the verse mean when it says: and he saved it?

h �pUk �j �t�k Uv�k e�c �J t�k �S — It means simply that he did not permit them to make the switch.

Kesubos (19a)

t  S �x �j c �r r �n  t — Rav Chisda said:        rh �t #n h �C �r r �c  x  e — R' Meir holds that        o ,v k Ur �n  t ,J oh �s#g
Ud �r  v #T k �t �u r ,e ,J Un �, �j — if witnesses were told, “Sign falsely and you will not be killed, but if

you refuse to sign you will be killed,”        r ,e ,J Un �T �j�h k �t �u Ud �r  v#h — they should allow themselves

to be killed rather than sign falsely. Therefore, when they say that they signed under mortal

duress they incriminate themselves.

t c  r Vh#k r �n  t — Rava said to [Rav Chisda]:        h #fUk �N �t�k i  N �e�k U,  t UKh �t t  T �J �v — Now, if they

had come before us (the court) while under duress to consult with us,        UnI,+j Ukh �z Uv�k i�bh �r �n �t
iUk �Y �e �, �T t«k �u — we would certainly have told them, “Go sign the false note and do not be

killed” —        r �n r �n  t �S — for the master said:        J,p,b �jUEh �P h#b �p �C s #nIg ,J r c  S W�k ih #t — You have

nothing that stands in the way of mortal danger        oh �n  S ,Ufh �p �JU ,Ih  r+g hUK �d �u oh �c fIF ,  sIc+g t K ,t
s c�k �C — except for idol worship, illicit relations, and murder —        Uv�k i�bh �r �n �t Un �, j �S t  T �J �v
U,h �n �, �j ht �N �t — now that they signed, can it be that we tell them, “Why did you sign?”

Yerushalmi Avodah Zarah (2:2)

apb hbpn apb ihjus ihtu — We may not cast aside one life for another life.        uk rnta rcs ;ux tk
hbukp aht ,t durv — It is not the end of the matter where one said to him, "Kill so-and-so";

hbukp aht ,t xunj uk rnt tkt — rather, even if one said to him, "Plunder so-and-so."
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sus vagn
/urhcj iunnc unmg ,t khmvk ruxtu khtuv vuprah tka 'vkhmhu - h"ar

/apb juep hbpn unmg khmvaf okak chhj ht vhk thgcht - ,upxu,
/okahu unmg khmh tkt ryphks t,gst urhcj iunnc unmg khmvk ruxt vhk urnt - a"tr

kyub ukhtf vyurp vua urcj ,t kzudvs /yhe e"cc ibhrnts ouan [h"ars] tngy k"m - (zna s"uh) eha o"rvn
/uapbu u,nab

ubjeh tka lhrm uapb khmvk hsf urhcj ,t kuzdk lhrmu ,un ,bfxc tuv ukhpt - (s 'yba ypan iauj) lurg ijka
/okak ,gs kg tkt

okak ,gs kg
/ush tmn,af okak ,gs kg tkt/// - (c 'z) crv lurg ijka

tuva vue,c ,jek uk r,un ouen kfn hbg tuva hbpn okak vnn uk iht ,gf ot ;t - (esm jnmn) cegh hrnt
/okak inz rjt kfuha vuen

tk [snj vsak] k"x ///hnk gsh tk okak vmrh ot ;tu iunnv kgc tuv hn gush ihtaf - (t"fex 't) iauj hj,p
kg lunxk rapt ohbp kf kgu ///ohkgc shk chavk kufh ush tmn,afk ohbp kf kga hbgk hns tku apb juehpc ;t r,uv

/okak ,gs kg tkc od r,un rapt hta ouenca ikvks eha o"rvnv hrcs

udrv, ktu rea un,j
/ohgar uvhhapb uuan ,uapb ,njn ubhhv ohxubt hnb hrnt hf lfkv - (/yh ,ucu,f) h"ar

,uhrg hukd vrz vsucg tkt apb juep hbpc snuga rcs lk ihta ik tnhhes d"gt - (,mcuen vyhac) i"cnr
hgharc uvhhapb uuan hfv hscg tk htu tuv ,ushxj ,snu rea un,jh tku ukyeks tuv tbhs ouen kfn ohns ,ufhpau
rhtn hcr rcxe rnt tsxj cr hrnts tfhtu ///shxj ubhta unmg ohan ost iht tbud htv hfc ukhpt rhtn hcr rcxeu
g"du d"g iv uktu apb juep hbpc ohsnug iht ohrcs vaka ,hbumhj t,hhrcc tmnba hpk rea un,jh ktu udrvh hnb tbhsn

/kzdv ;t rnut rhtn hcr s"au

lvc tne tccc ods iuhfu if ihsv tsxj crks vhk trhcxs hte u,yhak h"ar vzc oda rurc - (jxe whx) iuhm ihbc
ah urhcj iunnc unmg khmvk uvn uktaa arpns tuv tbuv cr eru vktav vhv vn htrunts t,dukp ah oh,akps vagn
lv heun ,ntc vz kg dkps tcru urhcj iunnc unmg khmvk ruxt ihsv ins tsxj crf k"x tbuv crs k"x h"ars rnuk

/rjt ihbgc oh,akps

hbukp aht ,t xunj
rea un,j ovk urnta ohsg rhtn wr rcxe rntes /yh ,ucu,f hkccc tsxj cr ,rcxf uvz - (z"g) ohbpv vtrn

/,uyhapc o,v vk hjs tcr kct 'rea un,jh ktu udrvh udrv, ktu
/ohns ,fhpa hshk tuchu ubunn kg unmg shngn ost iht vezjs ukzudk ruxt - (s 'sh ,ca) vsgv icre

,nv kuub
;uxck okak ,bn kg ukhpt tuv urhcj iunnc unmg khmvk ruxt ibhrnts vn h"ar ,yhak - (ge whx) iuhm ihbc
;uxck okaha lhha tks vz iusbc z"pku ;uxck okah tka ,bn kg unmg khmn ot er ruxt tk a"trvu ,upxu,v ,yhaku

/rjt iuhzcc apb khmvk ruxt a"trvu ,upxu,v ,yhak od ubuhzc ,t ,nk okak t"ts
    jeuka vzcs ouan ubhhv vbfx ouenc ukhpt okak ,bn kg tka kuzdk ruxts c,fs tv - (zna s"uh) eha o"rvn

htar htsuuc okak ,bn kg kuyh ot apb juehp vhvha rhhmk rapt vhv ot kct ///apb juehp vhc ,hk okak ,bn kg tka
/kuzdk

vtupr lrumk
vbfx ovc ihta ;udv hruxhc uxbta xbtn uc kmbvk ut vbfx uc ihta hkuj ,tuprk ukhptu ///ruxt - (c 'z) crv lurg ijka

/ohrpux hrcs ruxhtc tkt vbfx ouenc tka ohtpr,n ihtu vru, ka ruxt tuva hbpn
/sxpvv in ubunn khmvk hsf urhcj iunn kuyhk r,una gnan z ;hgx ja inhxc t"nrv hrcsn - (c"fex 't) iauj hj,p

ihs ,hcv ub,v out,p ezhv uc gdpa kfs ihs ,hc htb, huvs o,v hbtas crvk k"xs k"mu - (oa ohruthc) cegh hrnt
scghks abhtk vhk tjhbs (c 'yba) z"yv hrcsn s"bgk g"m crv hrcs h,ft okut ///uka ,t khmvku urhcj ka uhkf ,jek ushc ,uarva

/oa a"trv f"anfu uk vfznu ihgc ov ihnuka,vs tfhv teus hrhhn z"yvs k"h okut ///vhbunnc vumn
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