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Bava Metzia (61b)

9 1My NYINT ANIT 2N NI, — What need is there for the Merciful One to write explicitly in
His Torah (Leviticus 19:11): You shall not steal? The prohibition could have been learned by
way of derivation from the prohibitions against taking interest and fraud.

The Gemara answers:

following Baraisa: VPNY TN Yy 1)N N> — You shall not steal even for the purpose of
annoying someone; 992 "YU DYYY NN Yy 1N NO — and you shall not steal, even for the
purpose of benefiting the victim by repaying him the double payment.

Kiddushin (Mishnah 69a)

NN 11970 7 — R' Tarfon says: VY PN PP — Mamzerim can be purified in the
sense that they will not transmit their illegitimacy to their descendants. 783 — How so?
T2Y TP NNOY XY W — If a mamzer married a Canaanite slavewoman, the offspring is a
slave and not a mamzer, since the offspring of a Jewish man and a slavewoman is accorded his

mother's legal status. 79y — If [the master] later emancipated [the offspring], NI
7N 32 120 — it turns out that the child becomes a freeman and is permitted to marry an
unblemished Jewish woman. MmN NYoN 227 — R' Eliezer says: o 72y M N — This

[one] is a slave who is a mamzer. R' Eliezer rejects R' Tarfon's method of purification.
Kiddushin (Gemara 69a)
ynvy Nn — Come, learn a proof that R' Tarfon was actually recommending that a mamzer go
ahead and marry a slavewoman: MmN N NONY 27T MIMAINT — For R' Simlai's
landlord was a mamzer ™9 o) — and [R' Simlai] once said to him, TINTPN N
7327 mym v — “If I had [known] you before you were married, I would have advised you to
purify your children from the blemish of your illegitimacy.” NPNNIY NNYYD NN N —
Now, it is well if you say that R' Tarfon held that a mamzer may marry a slave with the full
approval of Jewish law, oy — for then it is good that R' Simlai would have
recommended that the landlord marry a slavewoman, since that action constitutes a legitimate
means of purification. TAYT VN N NN — But if you say that a mamzer is forbidden to
marry a slave and that R' Tarfon's method is to be employed only after the fact of just such an
illegal marriage, ) '8 — what is it that R' Simlai would have advised the landlord to do?
Surely R' Simlai would not have counseled him to violate the prohibition against his marrying a
slave! This episode thus establishes that a mamzer may marry a slave with the full approval of
Jewish law.

The Gemara objects:
P MmN NYY MY doIT — The episode is not conclusive, for indeed [R' Simlai] could have
offered [the landlord] other advice, saying to him: 2y T2Y2 12TON) 2D) 1 — “Go steal
from another Jew and then be sold by the court as a Hebrew servant. You will then be
permitted to cohabit with a slavewoman provided by your master.” Hence, it is possible that the
Torah forbids a mamzer to marry a slave, and yet there would be ways to circumvent the
prohibition. This episode thus proves nothing about the nature of R' Tarfon's statement.
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