
eaugCM9-11  Withholding Payments Due - 

Kedoshim (19:13)

k«z �d �, t«k �u W+g #r-, ,t e«J+g �,-t«k — You shall not withhold payment from your fellow and you shall

not rob.

VaYikra (5:21)

I,h �n+g-, ,t e �J g It k#z d �c It s h , ,nUG �, �c-It iIs  E �p �C I,h �n+g �C J #j �f �u — And he falsely denies [his

obligation] to his fellow in [the matter of] a deposit or a loan or a robbery, or he withheld what

was due his fellow.

Mishlei (3:28)

Q  T �t J#h �u i #T ,t r  j  nU cUJ u Q#k W+g #r�k r �nt«T-k �t — Say not to your neighbor, “Go, and come back, and

tomorrow I will give,” when you have [it] with you.

Bava Metzia (111a)

k,z,D Uv,zh #t �u e ,JIg tUv v,zh #t — What is considered retention of an employee's wages and what is

considered robbery of his wages?

t  S �x �j c �r r �n  t — Rav Chisda said:        v,z cUJ u Q#k cUJ u Q#k — If the employer keeps saying, “Go,

and come back; go, and come back,”        e ,JIg tUv — it is classified as retention of the wages.

W�k i #,Ib h�bh #t �u h �s h �C W�k J#h — However, if the employer says, “I have your wages in my possession,

but I am not going to give them to you,”        k,z,D tUv v,z — this is classified as robbery of the

wages.

, ,J #J c �r V k ;h �e �, �n — Rav Sheishess objected to this:        i C �r  e v  rIT uh k g v ch�H �j ,J e ,JIg Uv,zh #t —
Now, for which type of retention of wages did the Torah obligate a violator to bring a

sacrifice when he lies about that offense under oath?        iIs  E �p �S t h �nUS — It did so specifically

for an offense similar to the case of a deposit,        t bIn  n Vh#k r �p F t  e �S — where [the defendant]

denies owing any money to [the claimant]. — ? —

, ,J #J c �r r �n  t t K ,t — Rather, Rav Sheishess said:        W�k uh �T �,�b — If the employer says, “I already

gave you [your wages],”        e ,JIg Uv,z — this is classified as retention.        i #,Ib h�bh #t �u h �s h �C W�k J#h
W�k — However, if he says, “I have your wages in my possession, but I am not going to give

them to you,”        k,z,D tUv v,z — this is classified as robbery.

h#H �C �t V k ;h �e �, �n — Abaye objected to this:        i C �r  e v  rIT uh k g v ch�H �j ,J k,z,D tUv v,zh #t — For which

type of robbery did the Torah obligate a violator to bring a sacrifice when he lies about that

offense under oath?        i bh �g �C iIs  E �p �S t h �nUS — We need that it be an offense similar to the case

of a deposit,        t bIn  n Vh#k r �p F t  e �S — where [the defendant] denies owing any money to [the

claimant]. — ? —

h#H �C �t r �n  t t K ,t — Rather, Abaye said:        o kIg #n Wh �T �r �f �G t«k — If the employer falsely claims, “I

never hired you,”        e ,JIg tUv v,z — this is classified as retention.        W�k uh �T �,�b — But if he

says,  “I gave [the wages] to you,”        k,z,D tUv v,z — this is robbery.

The Gemara's conclusion:

r �n  t t c  r — Rava said:       k,z,D Uv,z e ,JIg tUv v,z — This prohibition against retention of one's

wages is the same as this prohibition against robbery.       cU, F �v i  e�K �j v  N k �u — And why did

Scripture divide them into two prohibitions?       ih �ut�k h#b �J �C uh k g rIc+g�k — It was so that [the

offender] should be liable for transgressing two prohibitions on account of them.
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acf uvugc,a iuhfu ohkgcv iumrc ush lu,k urhcj iunn tca vz 'eaug tuv vzht - (s 't vshctu vkhzd wkv) o"cnr
 iusep ut vtukv urhcj shc uk vhva iudf urhzjv tku vezjc ukmt iunnv [kebrp ,rusvn]kufh ubhtu ugcu, tuvu ,urhfa ut

/W+g #r-, ,t e«J+g �,-t«k rntb vz kgu 'vaeu okt tuva hbpn ubnn thmuvk
rhfa hcd tkt t,khn tsj eaugu kzds hfv tcr rnte tks vhk trhcx kct tcrf exp k"z ubhcr - vban ojk

/ohbp hbac uarpk rapt hts ///teus

vezjc iunnv acf uvugc,a iuhfu ohkgcv iumrc ush lu,k urhcj iunn tca vz eaug uvzht - (j 'yba) lurg ijka
/vaeu okt tuva hbpn ubnn thmuvk kufh ubhtu ugcu, tuvu ,urhfa ut vtukv urhcj shc uk vhva iudf vrhzjv tku

uk iht ot
thmuvk kufh ubhtu uk ahu ugcu,u ,urhfa ut vtukv urhcj shc uk vhva iudf wufu eaug uvzht - (z 'yba) ijkav lurg

/ubnn
ijkac t,htsf cuau lk ka ibcrs ruxht kg ukhpt rcug ubht okak iunn uk ihtcu - (37 wng) ktrah iunn rpx

[/(u"yex 'c) vtukv j",p g"gu] /u,t ahu i,t rjnu cuau lk uk rnuku urhcj iunn aucfk vukk ruxt k"zu (d 'zm) lurg

ugcu, ubht
ut ,urjt ohfrsc yn,an ot kct ,unkt ,njn rhzjn ubhtu ugcu,af teus gnan - (y"ex 't) iauj hj,p
ubunna gsuh ubht urhcj ota vtrb ouen kfnu 'rcug ubhta vtrb ,hsdb vghc, ,njn cfgn ot ifu 'rcug ubht ugc, tka

/kzd kkfc tuva rc,xn ughsun ubht otu ughsuvk chhj ushc

cuau lk
iut habt unf ',utnru vhhjs lrs ut xbut lrs ubh,kuzn ubhshc vhvha vnc ehzjb tka - (jfr vumn) lubhjv rpx

///o,kuzn oshca vn ovk rtaha ccxk hsf cuau lk ovk rntk ost hbc ohjusa

aurhpc uhkg ekuj ubhmn tku /the n"c tsxj cr - t"ybue) /cuau lk cuau lkc uvjsna ut - (s 'z) crv lurg ijka
(/tnkgc tku rhfac tkt hrhhn tk tcr odu icre ouan tkt dhkp tk ,aa wr hf

iuhf euag, tk kg rcug ,tz kfc uk okak vmur ubhta aurhpc uk rnut ubhta ;ts k"ne - (yf 'z) cegh hrnt
th whx inek ihhgu /euag, tk vzc tfhk cuau lkc uvjsnu inz jhurvk vmura er okak u,gsc ot kct 'okak u,gsc ihta

[/38 wng ktrah iunn rpx g"gu] /vkce ka utkc rcug ohngpks ws ;hgx

tkt uvjus ubhtaf kct cuau lkc uvjus if ot tkt rcug ubhta gnan vrutfku - (u"yex 'c vtukv) iauj hj,p
/rcug ubht rjt iputc yn,an

htbp uk iht
tuvu 'Q  T �t J#h �u i #T ,t r  j  nU cUJ u Q#k W+g #r�k r �nt«T-k �t vkce ka utkc rcug vvaha ,g kfu - (sh 'th) crv lurg ijka

/htbp hk vhvhaf inz rjtk cuau lk uk rnuk htar uhafg htbp uk ihtu sury tuv ot kct 'u,ujsk ihuf,na
r,un vnf sg ihhgk aha tkt htbp uk ihtaf u,ujsk r,un vkhj,fk ;ta gnan - (u"yex 'c vtukv) iauj hj,p

/urfak rhfavu uh,ugnk vuknv ih,nh htbp uk ihta hbpn hfu 'u,ujsk

iusep
khsbn shc ,jbun v,hv thvv vrujxv (f whx s"j ."ca,) itrus a"rv ,cua,c c,f - (t 'smr) iaujv ,ume
tkt chhjhn tku hfv gnan tk ohexupv ,nh,xn obnt ///ucfgn vhv tuvu eukjk vmur rzghkt vhva rjtn eaug ,ru,c

/uk eaug ihs tku ikzd ubht shepnv iumrc tka ukhpt urhcj ka ubusep cfgn kct ikzd vhk vuvs iusepc rpufaf

rhpa utkv kct eaugs ihxbut cuhj ihsv vrutfk u,buuf eaug ihs hnb uc ihts ,umev c,fa vn - iaujv ,gcy
[/(sh 'd) hrzg hct whg kct] /eaugk kzd ihc eukhjv rehg vza wj ;hgx yba whxc rtucna unfu rcug

/ohrcs rtacu iusepc cu,f kuzd, tku rhfa rfac cu,f euag, tka itf if od ihbgv ifu - t"rdv ruthc

[htsuc uk ghdna iunn k"r] ihhugn iunn urcjk chhja kf if od tuv eaug kkfcu/// - (jfr vumn) lubhjv rpx
ukmt uk aha kf kct 'eaugv shk euagv shn iunn ann tucha ibhgc tks uc tmuhfu rhfa rfa acuf iudf u,ut eaugu

/eaug treb ,utnr sm kf ut uc aha ,unkt ,njn u,ut vjus tuvu ihhugn iunn ,ghc,
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