
xfn ,jrcvCM9-16   Tax Evasion - 

Bava Kamma (Mishnah 113a)

ih �x �fIN �v , �ch #T #n t«k ih �y �rIP ih #t — One may not take change from the coins in the

customs-collectors' box...

Bava Kamma (Gemara 113a)

ih �x �fInU — But how can the money taken by customs collectors be considered stolen?        r �n  t  v �u
k #tUn �J — Why, Shmuel has said:        t bh �S t  ,Uf�k �n �S t bh �S — The law of the kingdom is the law!

k #tUn �J r �n  t t b+v�F r �C t bh�b+j c �r r �n  t — Rav Chanina bar Kahana said in the name of Shmuel:

v c �m �e Ik ih #t ,J x#fIn �C — The Mishnah refers to a customs collector who has no limit to the

amount he collects.

h #r �n  t ht�B�h h �C �r h #c �S — In the academy of R' Yannai they said:        uh k #t #n s #nIg  v x#fIn �C — The

Mishnah refers to a customs collector who appointed himself, without the authority of the

king.

[2] t v �t V k h#b �, �n �S t Fh �t — There are those who teach it in reference to the following Mishnah:        t«k
x,f ,N �v , ,t IC �jh �r �c �v�k oh �s d �C v  r  G+g h #C�D k �g UKh �p+t o�h �t�k �F o  s  t J �C�k�h — One may not wear kilayim even on top of

ten garments in order to evade the customs with it.

t ch �e+g h �C �r �F t«k �S ih �,h�b �, �n — This Mishnah does not accord with R' Akiva,        t h �b �, �S — for it was taught

in a Baraisa:        x,f ,N �v , ,t �jh �r �c �v�k rUx  t — It is forbidden to wear kilayim to evade customs.        h �C �r
t ch �e+g h �C �r oU� �n r #nIt iIg �n �J — But R' Shimon says in the name of R' Akiva:        x,f ,N �v , ,t �jh �r �c �v�k r  TUn —
It is permitted to wear kilayim to evade customs.

h#d�k �ph �n  e t  v �C o�h �t�k �F i�h �b �g�k t  n k �J �C — Their opinions are understandable regarding the issue of wearing

kilayim without intent to enjoy the benefit of clothing, for they disagree over the following point:

r TUn ih#U �F �, �n ih #t ,J r c  S r �c  x r �n �S — For one master [R' Akiva] holds that something that is unintended is

permitted,        rUx t ih#U �F �, �n ih #t ,J r c  S r �c  x r �nU — whereas the other master holds that something that is

unintended is forbidden. Thus the dispute concerns only the matter of kilayim. As far as evading

customs is concerned, both sides agree that it is permitted.        h #r  J h �n x,f ,N �v , ,t IC �jh �r �c �v�k t K ,t — But how

can one be allowed to evade the customs with [the garment]?        k #tUn �J r �n  t  v �u — Why, Shmuel has

said:       t bh �S t ,Uf�k �n �S t bh �S — The law of the kingdom is the law!

k #tUn �J r �n  t t b+v�F r �C t bh�b+j c �r r �n  t — Rav Chanina bar Kahana said in the name of Shmuel:        x#fIn �C
v c �m �e Ik ih #t ,J — The reference is to a customs collector who has no limit to the amount he collects.

h #r �n  t ht�B�h h �C �r h #c �S — In the academy of R' Yannai they said:        uh k #t #n s #nIg  v x#fIn �C — The reference is to

a customs collector who appointed himself, without the authority of the king.

[3] t v �t h#b �, �n �S t Fh �t �u — And there are those who teach it in reference to the following Mishnah:

ih �x �fIn�kU ih �n  r  j�kU ih �d  r  v�k ih �r �sIb — One may declare a vow to murderers, plunderers or customs

collectors        v  nUr �T k ,J th �v ,J — to support his claim that it is terumah and hence forbidden to a

non-Kohen,        Q,k ,n ,h#C k ,J th �v ,J — or that it belongs to the royal court,        v  nUr �T k ,J V bh #t ,J h �P k �g ; �t —
even though it is not terumah        Q,k ,n k ,J V bh #t ,J h �P k �g ; �t — and even though it does not belong to the

king.

ih �x �fIn�kU — But how can he be permitted to say this to customs collectors?        k #tUn �J r �n  t  v �u — Why,

Shmuel has said:        t bh �S t ,Uf�k �n �S t bh �S — The law of the kingdom is the law!

k #tUn �J r �n  t t b+v�F r �C t bh�b+j c �r r �n  t — Rav Chanina bar Kahana said in the name of Shmuel:        x#fIn �C
v c �m �e Ik ih #t ,J — The Mishnah refers to a customs collector who has no limit to the amount he collects.

h #r �n  t ht�B�h h �C �r h #c �S — In the academy of R' Yannai, they said:        uh k #t #n s #nIg  v x#fIn �C — The Mishnah

refers to a customs collector who appointed himself, without the authority of the king.

r �n  t h �� �t c �r — Rav Ashi says:        h �b+g�b �F x#fIn �C — The reference is to a Canaanite customs collector,

who collects more than the king authorized him to.
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lurg ijkau o"cnrv ,yha
ut uhktn snugv xfun ut o"ufg xfunva inzc ohyxkf xfunva ohrunt ohrcs vnc - (u 'yxa) lurg ijka
xfun shngvu cume rcs kuyhk lknv uexpa xfun kct 'vmrha vn jeuk tkt vcme uk ihtu lknv ,njn snugv xfun
t,ufkns tbhss ouan ikzd ,ezjc ubht lknv rzda vn kg oukf ;hxun ubhtu intb vz osta gsubu lknk u,ucdk ktrah
lkn vhva ihc ktrah lkn vhva ihc lknv ,bn kzud tuva hbpn (kuzd, tk kg) rcug vz xfnn jhrcnva tkt sug tku 'tbhs

/oav kukj tfhks ouenc hras u,tuukv ,gepvf huvs ouan r,un o"ufg utbe ot kct ///o"ufg

xfnv in jhrcvk ruxt htnt u,tukv ,gepvf tkt huv tk xfnv in vjrcvs iuhf - (th 'v vkhzd wkv) vban ;xf
ota sckn t,avs uvcud unmg lknv ukhtf huvs uekj uk ,ucdk ktrah lknv shngva hbta tfvs k"h tnau 'hud lknc
rcsc vhvh tk gsuuh ot zta lknv in xfnv rfja hud kct 'rcsc ,uapb ,bfx vhvha rapt rcsc oav kukhj ah gsuuh

/u,tukv ,gepvf huvs xfnv ubnn jhrcvk r,una urnta tuv vzc shxpn lknv ihta rjtn ,uapb ,bfx

,gepvk exg itf iht uhkg xupuryupt vbhna tkt ost ouak urfn tka hud lknv ,bn jhrcnv - lknk vban
ktrah iunn rpx thcnu] /tuv kzud jhrcnv htsu xfnv ujhrch tka rzd hrvu tbhs t,ufkns tbhss iuhf trndc urh,va hudv

[/vtukv ,gepv ka r,hvn vzc iht vbhsnvu lknv ,puen vza iuhf k"ru 'lknk vbanvf rehgvs lcrghut z"ardvn

,scguan vrujxva tuv t,ufkns tbhs unmg lknk vhva xfncs ouan - (vhvu v"s sh whx) akuanv yuj ,"ua
ifa iuhfu hzuzc vhk ekxha sg vrujxv ;udc sucgau ,ufz lknk ah ,urujxv in lknv hxn ihbg kfc ///o,cme hsf sg lknk

///hk jub ubht vz od uvhn ///ubnn unmg ,t ghepnaf ukhzd vhk vuv hube upuds ouan hrcg scgc ibhrnts thnus huv

rnhnk tfhku 'lknv rmutn kzud jhrcnvu ezjunf lknv cuaj lknk ghdnu rjt uvbe tka inz kf - h"a lrg
uvbe rcf ot if ihta vn 'ruxt kuzdku cubdk kct okak lhrm ubht rcfn tuv ushcs iuhf tkt ubhts 'tuv u,tuukv ,gepv
shjhv kmt cuj cuaj hzt vzc exg lknk ihtu ovk gurpk shjhvn ohgcu, kvevu lknv ot kvev urap,ba unf huv rjt

/tuv ezjunu

t"nrv ,yha
vz iht uvhn 'tbhs t,ufkns tbhss iuhf txbut tfhks vnur, iva gcahk urhcj ktrah htar ubht - (/jf ohrsb) i"r
tkt tvh tk tbhs t,ufkns tbhss hvbs ,ufknv ,trhn tk ot xfnv ,t uk gurpk urhcj ktrah jhrfvk htar vbunnv

/,r,un u,tukv ,gepv kzudv erpc ik tnhhe tv u,tukv

tbhs jfn jhrcvk ruxts cd kg ;t lknk vcud er unmgk utbe tk ot ktrah xfunv ukhpts ohrnut ahu - t"nr
,trh ouan vzc ah ot uvhn 'hras u,tuukv ,gepvf huvs i,hk u,ut ;ufk xfunk iht jhrcn ost ot ouen kfn t,ufkns

[/s"exx 't iauj hj,p whgu] /u,ut ;ufk kufh htsu lknv

,gepv] huvs u"anf hra jhrcvk kct tbud htv hfc reak rusbk ruxts tkt c,f tk i"rvs g"m - t"rdv ruthc
/d"vfc k"h ohtkfs kct 'tbud htv hfc ohrsbs thvv hneutk t"tu 'wuf [u,tukv

ots ekjk s"gkbu 'ruxhtn ugbnku xfunv upufh tk vnk jhrcvk ruxts iuhfs g"m t"nr hrcs ;ud - h"a lrg
grph vnusfu vz radc rcuga hn t,ufkns tbhs ot ut cuhjv uhkg kj rcfu ,urhpv kgc shca tbud htv hfu ,urhpn xfnv
i,ha sg rhcgh tk rhcgna hn t,ufkns tbhs ot kct 'ushc rcfs iuhf ,tz vgsk vtukv ,gepv cuaj hzt rcga rjt xfn
vcbd objc vrcgvu i,h tku rucgh tk ushc vtukv ubhts vtukv ,gepv vzc rnhnk tfhks jhrcvk ruxt hzt xfn osuen

/lkn kac an,ans vkzdu

g"gu] /vru,ca vag, tk kg rucgk tka vbuatrv vrcxf unmgk rhnjh ohna trhu - (uy 'z) crv lurg ijka
[/jp 't van ,urdt

) eujc vmrpLoopholes(
ignk vb,n kfvn lk ihaug uhvu ,ubusep crgv .rtn lk ohjkua uhv v"thsbkcc l,uhvc hf ,kta - (c whx) a"chr

/tnkg hkufk vrund vb,n thv rhzjvk ,bn kg vb,nc ///lka kfv hf gcavk kfu,

tfhv ///tbhybyauec rsv iugna og ,up,ua uk ah hehbuktac rat icutr - (l"ac tcuv 'tme n"uj) o"sarvn
kf xfn gurpk chhj ubhta rurc ihsv k"b vz kg iugnak v,hmjn vfz rhgv in v,tm hrjtu unmgk vrujxv kf vbe icutrs

///a"chrv a"n thcvk h,htr ///icutr ,ezjc v,hv vrujxv ,tmha vgaca sug

/r,unv iputc ohrgvk ;tu 'eujc vmrp kumhb hsh kg xfnv jhrcvk r,una vtrbu - (s"ex 't) iauj hj,p
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