cmo-17 The Law of the Land - N NNY9YNT N7

Gittin (Mishnah 10b)
D221 Y72 YY NN Yy Nitvvn Y2 — All documents that are processed by courts of
idolaters, 022213 5721y 0RNINY 9 Dy 98 — even though [the witnesses] who signed them
are idolaters, DPYs — are valid, D72y PINY) DY) 0N N — except for gittin of
women and emancipation [documents] of slaves.
Gittin (Gemara 10b)
»m P09 X — The Mishnah states this rule categorically. M NIY ND D0 MY N — It
makes no distinction between a document of sale and a gift document. Both of these types of
documents are valid even if the witnesses who signed them are idolaters. 7210 NpYYa — Now
this is understandable with regard to documents of sale, MR M ) 1N — for when
[the buyer] gave money to the seller before [the judges], mpT N8N — that is when he
acquired the property being sold, NIN NPPY N NIVY) — and the document is merely
evidence of the sale. Such a document is valid even if signed by idolaters, M N ND ONT
71 — because if [the buyer| had not given money to the seller before [the judges], NO
MY Py ) — they would not have damaged their reputations NIVY D Pan)) — by
writing out a document for him. M Nox — But with regard to a gift, NP NP ONDL —
through what means does [the recipient] acquire the gift? NIVY NN W2 — Does he not
acquire it through the delivery of this document into his possession? NODN NIVY N
NN NpYya — But this document, since it is signed by idolaters, is a mere shard, i.e. a valueless
piece of paper! How can the Mishnah rule that a gift document signed by idolaters is valid?

The Gemara answers:
oy mx — Shmuel said: NYT NPT 8PT — The law of the government is binding
according to Jewish law. Since these gift documents are valid according to the law of the
government, they are valid in Jewish law as well.

The Gemara presents an alternative solution:
NN 12 ONX) — Or, if you prefer, answer: DoY) )91 N NN — Teach the Mishnah with
the following emendation: Except for documents that are “like” gittin of women. That is,
when the Mishnah states that gittin signed by idolators are not valid, it refers not only to gittin,
but also to any document that, like a get, effects a legal proceeding (e.g. a gift document).

Bava Basra (55a)

IRIVYT FIRYN NMZY ¥ MNN) T2 12 27 SRR PN Non 0 N2 X — Rabbah said: Ukvan
bar Nechemiah, the Reish Galusa, told me the following three things in the name of
Shmuel: NPT NPT NPT — (1) The law of the kingdom is the law; MNDIOT NDIDMINY
IV ' 1Y — (2) the chazakah of the Persians is not effective until forty years have elapsed;
NPDLY NYIN PT P MM — and (3) regarding the wealthy heirs who acquire land by
paying its property taxes, )21 3121 — their acquisition of the land is a valid acquisition.
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