50N YR

A Journal of Divrei Torah
in honor of Pesach 5777

Compiled by the Members of the

Bais Medrash
of Ranchleigh




A project of the

lv‘ Zichron Yaakov Eliyahu Fund
& == of the Bais Medrash of Ranchleigh

6618 Deancroft Rd
Baltimore, MD 21209

No rights reserved
Make as many copies as you like

For your convenience, this Kuntress
along with other Torah works and Shiurim
associated with the Zichron Yaakov Eliyahu Fund
are available online for free download at
www.zichronyaakoveliyahu.org
[Of course, web devices should be used only with effective filters.]



190N |VNnY

mongst the first tasks commanded of Bnei Yisrael before
ﬂ their geulah from Mitzrayim was to take (Bo12:21): X%

o minawn®, one of the flock for your families. There was a
particular and purposeful emphasis on Klal Yisrael's first religious
experience to be celebrated as a family unit.

Indeed, we find that the entire purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim
was to strengthen the mesorah of parent to child (ibid. 10:2): wna™,
732 121 712 °3TR2 00N, in order for you to tell into the ears of your
children and your children’s children. Hashem specifically desired a
bond, a mesorah connection, from-grandparent, to parent, to
grandchild. Therefore, we find our entire Pesach Seder centered
around family members, children, and the mitzvah of V'higadta
I'bincha.

This emphasis on the strength of the family unit is the secret
behind Klal Yisrael's immaortality. It is what maintains our existence
and is the building block of our future.

We witness in our own society, sadly quite evidently, that the
breakdown of family and the withering of respect for family elders
is at the root of the moral decay of our times. From the first Pesach
in Mitzrayim until today, the mitzvos of Pesach underscore the
centrality of family‘in-maintaining.eur mesorah.

It is therefore with great satisfaction that I join with my
children, Avi and Dina, in dedicating this volume of Divrei Torah, in
memory of my father, Yeshaya ben Avraham Nuta, g ”A. My father
truly loved his grandchildren and great grandchildren. He infused
our family with a dedication to performing acts of chessed and for
caring for all people. Many of his acts of chessed will never be
known due to his humility.

[ am grateful to Hashem that I am now zocheh to see my own
children building their own mishpachos, ka”A. 1 am also indebted to
Avi's in-laws, Moshe and Lisa Rock, who also exemplify the meaning
of family and chessed.

May we all see nachas from our mishpachos and experience
the geulah sheleimah bekarov.

Moshe and Sara sLea Dear






Preface

You hold in your hands yet another Pesach kuntress, the work of
members of our chashuvah kehillah, bsd.

Over the course of the year we host many important guests, including
those from Eretz Yisrael. This year we were fortunate to have Rabbi
Chaim Morgenstern, a well-known educator, daven with us during the
Shabbos he was in Baltimore. He gave us permission to reprint his
advice on how to prepare for a successful Seder, which leads off this
year’s kuntress.

Our members again celebrated many Bar Mitzvahs this year, and we are
fortunate to have contributions from the Bar Mitzvah Bachurim in a
special section beginning on p. 98. You can even see two ways of
looking at the issue of reciting Shehecheyanu on tefillin. This is followed
by an update to last year’s Chinuch section with three articles that
highlight the important issues of tuitions, the proper way to teach tzenius,
and an inspiring story to help us combat racism.

On Asarah BeTeves this year we suffered the unfortunate loss of
HaGaon HaRav Moshe Shapira, z 7/, from whom I gained much guidance
over the decades. To offer a comprehensive appreciation of his gadlus, 1
have received permission from one of his close talmidim, Rabbi
Menachem Nissel, to reprint his reflections of his Rebbi. This is followed
by memories of Rav Moshe by my esteemed chavrusa and partner in
many of my projects, Dr. Michael Elman, who had a very special
relationship with Rav Moshe and his family.

This year’s Hebrew section highlights a maamar by our esteemed
Maggid Shiur of our weekly Yerushalmi Shiur, and Rosh Chaburah of
our weeknight Shivti Seder, HaRav Ori Millrod, shlit "a, Mara D Asra of
Kehillas Mevakshei Torah. It also features two sugyos from our “alumni”
R’ Yehoshua Silverberg and R’ Shmuel Chaim Naiman. Together with a
maamar of mine regarding Har Tavor at Matan Torah, we have



formatted the Hebrew section so that it reads like a Hebrew sefer, right to
left.

Our annual final word about the bulk of the divrei Torah in this kuntress.
The goal was not to create an original chidush, although there are many
here. The assignment was to pick a dvar Torah that resonated in one’s
mind and heart, which he felt was worth sharing with his fellow
members of the tzibbur. You, the reader, will therefore find a diverse
selection of topics, but all written from the heart, each composed with the
conviction that his words are worth writing and sharing with others.

I will close with a thank you to the members of the maareches who were
indispensible in producing this work: R’ Chaim Sugar, R> Moshe Rock,
and R’ Michoel Keidar. Thank you to Avi Dear for producing another
beautiful cover this year. Thanks also to the generous sponsors who
made the printing possible. And very special thanks to the Rabbi and Mrs.
Moshe Dear and family for sponsoring the kuntress name this year; may
it be a zechus for their entire family.

A final thank you is due to my eishess chayil, the Rebbetzin, who
allowed me to spend even more time away from my family duties to
work on this kuntress.

Each year I express the wish that we all be zocheh to produce another
kutnress next year, in Eretz Yisrael, with the coming of the Mashiach,
R 1A 79Tna. We have produced another kuntress, but sadly we are
still in galus. May this year be the end of our long galus, and may we be
speedily redeemed with the geulah sheleimabh.

Abba Zvi Naiman
Adar 5777
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Section I: Preparing for Pesach

Achieving Harmony at the Pesach Seder '
Rabbi Chaim Morgenstern

[1] THE GOAL
“How was your Pesach Seder?”

This is likely one of the most commonly asked questions during the first
days of Pesach. Let’s take a look at some of the most common answers.

Firstly, people are curious to know how long another person’s Seder was
and if they succeeded in finding the afikomen.  Then there’s usually a
discussion of divrei Torah on the Hagadah, and women will probably
exchange some of their latest recipes.

However, one vital area in the Seder, which seems often neglected or
overlooked, should concern each father: Properly fulfilling the obligation
of “Ve’hegad ’ta le vincha” (cf. Sefer Hachinuch, mitzvah §21).

Rav E. Dessler writes: “The Pesach Hagadah was formulated by the great
Torah sages in order to fulfill one’s obligation of ‘ Ve’ hegad 'ta le vincha’
— And you shall tell your son about the miracles in Mitzrayim, and how
Hashem freed the Jewish nation from the Egyptian slavery” (Michtav
M’ Eliyahu, Vol. 4 p. 239).

Rav Chaim Friedlander terms the Seder night as “A night of chinuch” in
which we transmit to our children the fundamentals of emunah, which

! Practical Advice for Conducting an Organized and Meaningful Pesach Seder.
This presentation is adapted from Rabbi Morgenstern’s pamphlet “Achieving a
Harmonious Shabbos Table and Pesach Seder.” We were honored to have Rabbi
Morgenstern spend Shabbos in our Bais Medrash this winter. For more of his
presentations, see www.toras-chaim.org.
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we received by a continuous tradition for over 3,000 years from our
forefathers (Mesilos Chaim B chinuch, p. 65).

Achieving a harmonious Seder table with a bunch of young children is
not a simple task. At a table with small children, the normal restlessness
and disorder that are quite normal for large families seem to make the
role of the parents more like policemen rather than Seder leaders who are
trying to transmit the feeling of yetzias Mitzrayim to their children.

Although there are no simple or magic solutions for parents to attain a
peaceful Seder, the following advice can significantly help parents to
make the Seder more orderly, thus making the concept of yetzias
Mitzrayim more a reality to their children and to themselves.

[2] PREPARING YOURSELF

Since the responsibility of conducting the Seder is on the parents, they
must prepare themselves both physically and emotionally in order to
manage the Seder properly.

One of the common causes of being both physically and mentally
exhausted at the Seder is overdoing the pre-Pesach cleaning. For
example, if you sell your chametz, it isn’t necessary to wash pots and
dishes that are going to be put away. Being machmir to do unnecessary
cleaning, causes a person to enter Pesach under stress and strain.

Moreover, many women have turned the pre-Pesach cleaning into their
annual spring-cleaning, spending much time cleaning for dirt and ridding
the home of unnecessary items. This overexertion can easily prevent
parents from being properly focused on the themes of the Seder and
giving proper attention to their children.

Additionally, the tension caused by the added chumros and unnecessary
cleaning can easily cause parents to become irritable and angry at their
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children, increasing the potential for them to overdiscipline their children
unnecessarily and to transgress the aveiros of kaas and ona’as devorim —
hurting another with words, (based on Mesilos Chaim B’chinuch, p. 67,
and remarks by Rav Ch. P. Sheinberg).

Simchas Yom Tov, feeling happy and joyful on Yom Tov, is a mitzvah
d’oraisa. 1f parents display happiness when cleaning for Pesach, they
will create a happy atmosphere in the home, enabling the children to also
feel this joy. However, if parents become moody and dread the pre-
Pesach cleaning, they will automatically cause themselves and their
children to enter the Seder in the same frame of mind, thus hindering
themselves and their children from properly feeling Simchas Yom Tov.

Although the Mishnah Berurah (442:28, Shaar HaTziyun §51) writes
that we should not ridicule any minhagim as our intentions are lesheim
shamayim, He certainly wasn’t referring to chumros that cause one to be
lax in fulfilling the obligations of the Seder or transgressing aveiros.

It is also important to know what one is physically capable of doing.
Physical exhaustion due to pregnancy, childbirth, illness or marrying off
a child can limit one’s ability to do the same Pesach cleaning that she is
accustomed to do.

It is therefore of utmost importance for parents to clarify with their Rav
what they are obligated to do and what is a chumra. The Rav should also
be informed of the family’s situation, as this can drastically change the
psak, for example, if the mother is in a weakened state, if there are many
small children to tend to, the family has a special child that requires
much attention or not enough household help.

The Pesach cooking also adds tension to the existing stress of the pre-
Pesach preparation. This is especially true if it is left for the last minute,
and the housewife is on her feet cooking the entire day before Pesach,
while constantly supervising the children. Therefore, it is highly
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advisable for the parents to make the kitchen Pesachdik as early as
possible and designate a corner to eat the chametz. The younger children
should be given kosher lePesach or kitniyos snacks to minimize the
possibility of bringing chametz into the kitchen.

On Shabbos HaGadol, the entire meal could be prepared without
chametz, and pita bread, which is hardly crummy, can be individually
wrapped in plastic bags and used for the meals. This idea is not so far-
fetched because this is exactly what is done when erev Pesach falls on
Shabbos — a time when all the Pesach preparations are completed a day
in advance and we are able to relax on erev Pesach.

[3] THE SEDER PREPARATIONS

Several pre-Seder preparations can help make the Seder run more
smoothly:

1. Review the halachos of the Seder, e.g., when to cover the
matzos and hold the cup, the requirements for drinking the
four kosos and eating the matzah, the halachos of the
afikomen, etc.

2. Prepare pre-measured kezaisim of matzah and maror for
each person.

3. Have the proper size cups for the four kosos.

4. Organize the seating arrangement (separate rival siblings).

5. Require the entire family to take naps on erev Pesach.

6.  Distribute nuts and other treats to the younger children

(Shulchan Aruch O.C., 472:16).

7. Each child should have a Hagadah that will keep his
interest during the Seder; the smaller children should have
illustrated Hagados and the older ones should have
Hagados with commentaries suited for their age.

8. Start on time (Shulchan Aruch ibid. §1).
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[4] CHINUCH TECHNIQUES

The Seforim write that a father has a unique divine power on the night of
Pesach to inspire his children with lasting emunah in Hakadosh Boruch
Hu (Yalkut Lekach Tov, Hagadah Shel Pesach, p.43). Therefore, even if
one’s children already know the stories of yetzias Mitzrayim, the father
should make every effort to retell them enthusiastically.

The Torah states that Hashem performed the ten plagues in Egypt
“Le’ma’an te’sapeir be’oznei vincha u’ven bincha,...” so that we will
relate to our sons and our son’s sons how Hashem smote the Egyptians
(Shemos 10:2).

Why are our grandchildren mentioned? The answer is that when we tell
our sons about the miracles in Mitzrayim, the story must penetrate with
such an impact that our sons will be able to pass what we tell them to
their sons. To accomplish this, Rav Dessler writes that we can learn
chinuch guidelines from the way Chazal formulated the Hagadah
(Michtav M’Eliyahu Vol.4, p. 239). The following are some examples:

1. Encourage the child to ask questions. Chazal realized that the best
way for children to retain information is through question and
answer. This is why the Seder starts with the four questions and
requires that certain actions throughout the Seder be “Kedai
she’yishalu hatinokos” — in order that the young children should
ask (Shulchan Aruch O.C 473:6, Mishnah Berurah, 471:50).
Therefore, the father should prepare stories or questions that will
stimulate the children’s minds.

2. Dramatize the Seder. Children learn more from what they see then
from what they hear. (This is why role modeling plays such a vital
part in a child’s chinuch). Rav Chaim Friedlander remarks®’ that
the entire Hagadah was formulated in a manner to illustrate
(lehamchish) the events of yetzias Mitzrayim (Sifsei Chaim,
Moadim vol. 2 p. 357). For example, the charoses is a thick
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mixture to simulate the texture of the clay that the Jews worked
with. The cinnamon sticks represent the straw that they put into the
bricks, and the red wine is a reminder of the spilled blood of the
Jews. The salt water represents the tears that the Jews shed because
of the Pharaoh’s oppression. We eat maror to feel the bitterness of
the slavery, and we recline as a symbol of freedom. Also, in the
section “Rabban Gamliel omeir,” we lift the matzah and maror
when saying “Matzah zu” and “Maror zeh” (Shulchan Aruch O.C
473:7, Mishnah Berurah ad loc.).

Prepare appropriate divrei Torah. One of the most essential factors
necessary to conduct a meaningful Seder is to ensure that the divrei
Torah be diversified to correspond to the intellectual levels of the
different children. Only then will they be properly understood and
have long-lasting effects. This is obvious from the pasuk,
“Chanoch I'naar al pi darko...”— educate a child according to his
way (Mishlei 22:6), as well as the reason for the different answers
given to the four different sons.

Keep the vorts short and to the point. The section of “Dayeinu” is
divided into individual parts to teach us that we should explain
each concept separately. Children have short attention spans, and
unless the father is telling a story, they will probably start to
daydream if the vort is too long.

[5] KEEPING THE CHILDREN’S ATTENTION

Keeping the children attentive during the Seder is no easy task. The

following are some proven methods:

1.

Don’t draw out the Seder, and keep the Seder moving. The Mishnah
Berurah writes that parents should try to hasten the Seder so that the
children will be awake for the eating of the matzah and maror
(472:3, Shaar HaTziyun §3). Long vorts, discussions or questions
that involve lengthy answers should be saved for the meal, as they
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will cause the younger children to become restless. (If there are
guests, they should be informed of this practice beforehand so they
do not feel offended).

2. Allow each child to participate by briefly telling the family what
he/she learned in school, and ensure that the entire family is
listening.

3. Encourage the children to ask and participate by praising and
giving treats to a child that asks a good question or says a good
vort. If the child asks a question that the parent does not know the
answer to, don’t ignore it and carry on from embarrassment. On
the contrary, applaud, give the child extra praise and tell him that
you’ll either seek an answer afterward or that it’s such a good
question you must ask the Rav. This will tremendously raise the
child’s self-esteem and encourage him to be more attentive. Don’t
forget, each question asked is scoring another win. If a child is shy
or too young to ask or say anything, then “At p’sach lo” — the
parent must take the initiative and speak to him about the Seder.

4. Break the monotony by rotating children who say vorts, singing,
asking questions and every so often making attempts to find out
where the afikomen is.

5. For toddlers, it is usually best to feed them before the Seder and to
have them participate for only short periods during the main parts
of the Seder.

6. Needless to say, parents must do their utmost to be awake and
attentive to their children’s vorts and questions. If needed, they
should take coffee to stay awake.

[6] NO MAGIC SOLUTIONS

Even after trying their utmost to implement the advice presented in this
essay, some parents may still have great difficulty creating a Pesach
Seder. Often, with large families, there is never a dull moment. One child
may be constantly teasing his sibling, while another is making a mess
with the food and yet another is singing at the top of his lungs. Adding to
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the excitement are the infants, who constantly kvetch to be diapered or
fed. When a Pesach Seder resembles a Purim party, parents may feel
hopeless and struggle to survive the meal in one piece.

Although there are no magic or instant solutions for successful child-
raising, following the aforementioned advice can help parents to better
cope with the situation, relieve some of their frustration and be optimistic
in achieving success.

After all is said and done and there is still a balagan at the Pesach Seder,
parents should not forget one of the most important concepts in child-
raising — Baruch Hashem, they have healthy children. A childless couple
would do anything to have just one healthy child. Crying and kvetching
would be music to their ears, and they would not be bothered by a
disorderly house caused by their only child.

How much more grateful must parents be when Hashem rewards them
with a bunch of happy, healthy children. Active children are a sign of a
normal home, and parents must be extremely grateful to Hashem for
being blessed with a home full of vitality and vibrancy.

May we all be zocheh to eat from the Zevachim and the Pesachim
B’Yerushalayim ha’benuyah, bimheirah beyameinu, amen!
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Shabbos Hagadol

R’ Eliezer Shames '

Most of us know that the Shabbos preceding Pesach is referred to as
Shabbos Hagadol. The Tur (Orach Chaim §430) states that the reason
behind Shabbos Hagadol is that on the tenth day of Nissan, the children
of Israel placed their oxen by the door post as commanded by Moshe.
While doing so, the Egyptians asked the children of Israel what are these
actions for, to which the children of Israel responded they were going to
slaughter the oxen for Pesach, and, miraculously, the Egyptians could not
do anything about it.

Tosafos (Shabbos 87b) explain the reason behind Shabbos Hagadol in a
different vein. When the children of Israel were collecting the animals in
Egypt on the tenth of Nissan, the firstborn Egyptians asked what the
children of Israel were doing, to which they responded that the animals
were being used to offer a sacrifice to Hashem and that Hashem was
going to kill the firstborn. The firstborn Egyptians, frightened by that
response, asked Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of Egypt but
Pharaoh declined. Lacking any other viable options, the Egyptian
firstborn waged war against Pharaoh in which a great number of firstborn
Egyptians were killed.

Irrespective of the precise dialogue, that year, the tenth of Nissan fell out
on a Shabbos, which was the Shabbos preceding Pesach. We therefore
commemorate this miracle on the Shabbos preceding Pesach.

This begs the obvious question: Why don’t we commemorate this
miracle on the tenth day of Nissan regardless of the day of week it falls
out on like we do with all other commemorations, as opposed to
commemorating this miracle on the day of the week the miracle
occurred? This is a rather famous question and there is a bevy of answers

'R’ Eliezer is a member of our morning Kollel Zichron Yaakov Eliyahu.

~9~
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amongst the Rishonim and the Acharonim.”> However, while possible
answers will be stated later in our discussion, we will discuss a less
famous question, namely, why do we use the word “gadol” in describing
this Shabbos? In fact, the Machzik Berachah, (Orach Chaim 430:2)
writes: “in locales where people are careful to wish each other every
Shabbos a Shabbos shalom mivorach, on Shabbos Hagadol one should
say to their fellow peers: Shabbos hagadol mivorach.” Hence, if one
must alter his friendly wishes to incorporate the word “hagadol,” there
must be a distinct reason behind the name.

The Chochmas Shiomo (Orach Chaim 430:1) explains that Shabbos and
Yom Tov have two different sanctities, such that the sanctity of Shabbos
is greater than the sanctity of Yom Tov. As stated in the Torah,’ Nissan
is the head of the year in regards to Yom Tov, and, Chazal say that the
Yom Tov in Nissan — Pesach — is the head of the year in regards to Yom
Tov. Thus, prior to the commencement of the first Yom Tov of the year —
Pesach — we want to portray that Shabbos has more sanctity than Yom
Tov. However, there are times where Yom Tov is referred to as Shabbos;
we therefore call the Shabbos preceding it “Shabbos Hagadol” to
demonstrate that the Shabbos day has more sanctity than even the head
of Yom Tov.

Now, the question falls upon the Tur: why didn’t the Tur — who said that
Shabbos Hagadol commemorates the Egyptians failure to prevent the
children of Israel from bringing the Pesach offering — understand like the
Chochmas Shlomo? After all, the Chochmas Shlomo demonstrates both
why it is called Shabbos Hagadol and why it always falls out on
Shabbos, whereas the Tur’s reason does not explain why Shabbos

% Bach, Perishah and Derishah, and Chidushei Hagahos (to the Tur there) all
offer explanations why Shabbos Hagadol is commemorated specifically on
Shabbos regardless of what day of Nissan it falls out on.

* In Parshas Bo (12:2) it says “This month will be for you the head of all
months, the first for you, for the months of the year.” As derived from the
context, the pasuk is referring to Nissan.

~10~



Section I: Preparing for Pesach

Hagadol always falls out on Shabbos?* (While the Bach, on behalf of the
Tur, explains that Shabbos Hagadol is always on Shabbos to avoid
confusion with the miracle of the Jordan splitting when the children of
Israel were entering Israel, the Bach is coming up with another rationale
why it is always on Shabbos whereas per the Chochmas Shlomo there is
no need to come up with a separate rationale.)

The Chochmas Shlomo offers an explanation why the Tur could not
understand like him. There is a dispute whether the needs of Shabbos can
be performed on Yom Tov, which at its crux, is a dispute regarding
Shabbos having a different sanctity than Yom Tov. It follows that if we
say Shabbos and Yom Tov have the same level of sanctity, the needs of
Shabbos may be performed on Yom Tov, whereas, if we say Shabbos has
a different level of sanctity than Yom Tov, the needs of Shabbos may not
be performed on Yom Tov.’

Hence, if one takes the position that the needs of Shabbos cannot be
performed on Yom Tov, one can cook Shabbos food on Yom Tov only if
there is sufficient time to consume the food on that day. Conversely, if
one takes the position that the needs of Shabbos may be performed on
Yom Tov, one may cook Shabbos food even when there is no potential to
partake of the food on that day.

* It should be noted that we could also ask on Tosafos why they did not want to
learn like the Chochmas Shlomo. However, as explained below, the Chochmas
Shlomo proposes a reason why the Tur could not say like him, which only works
for the Tur but not for Tosafos. But it still is a question why Tosafos did not say
the more straightforward reason of the Chochmas Shlomo.

° While it is true that Shabbos has a greater level of sanctity than Yom Tov, it
would still not permit preparations performed on Yom Tov for Shabbos because
since the sanctities are different one cannot perform preparations on Yom Tov
for after Yom Tov. However, if both Shabbos and Yom Tov have the same level
of sanctity, then, in a certain sense Shabbos and Yom Tov are the same thing,
and it would be akin to preparing on Yom Tov for a meal later that day which is
permitted.
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The Chochmas Shlomo says that the title “Shabbos Hagadol” implies that
there is a small Shabbos, namely, Yom Tov, which means that Shabbos
and Yom Tov have two different sanctities such that Shabbos has a
greater level of sanctity than Yom Tov. Consequently, the needs of
Shabbos may not be performed on Yom Tov when there is no time to
partake of the food on Yom Tov. However, the 7ur maintains that the
needs of Shabbos can be performed on Yom Tov even when there is no
potential to eat the food that day because Shabbos and Yom Tov have the
same level of sanctity. Therefore, the Tur cannot learn like the Chochmas
Shlomo and must come up with another reason for Shabbos Hagadol.

The Chochmas Shlomo says that some read the Haftarah of Shabbos
Hagadol only when Erev Pesach falls out on Shabbos. He suggests the
reason is because when the Mishkan was made in the Midbar, Erev
Pesach fell on Shabbos. Therefore, nowadays when Erev Pesach falls out
on Shabbos, we read from the Haftarah of Shabbos Hagadol (Malachi
3:4): ...And renew our day like those that preceded... such that it should
be a replica of how it was when the first Pesach occurred. On the other
hand, when Erev Pesach does not fall out on Shabbos, it would not be a
replica of how the first Pesach occurred.

The Levush (Orach Chaim 430:1) explains that it is only read if Shabbos
Hagadol falls on Erev Pesach because the Haftarah for Shabbos Hagadol
says (Malachi 3:10): They brought the tithes from the storehouses...
which is talking about the burning of tithes in the fourth year of the
Jubilee cycle, and as explained by Rashi (Ki Savo 26:12), that was
performed on Erev Pesach.

While Erev Pesach this year falls out on a Monday, most places read the
special Haftarah regardless of whether or not it is Erev Pesach.
Moreover, the Levush (ibid.) proposes a rationale that it says in the
Haftarah (Malachi 3:23): Behold I send to you Elijah the Prophet...
which is tantamount to Moshe informing the children of Israel about the
redemption while they were in Egypt. Therefore, we should read the
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Haftarah for Shabbos Hagadol even when Shabbos Hagadol does not fall
out on Erev Pesach.

In closing, regardless as to whether we are supposed to recite the special
Haftarah on this year’s Shabbos Hagadol, we can assume that everyone
is in agreement that we should hope and pray that our days should be
renewed like the days of old, in Israel, with third Temple, speedily in our
days.
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A THREE-DAY JOURNEY?
Jeff Silverberg

Our Jewish heritage is built upon lofty principles, not the least of which
is the Torah’s insistence on ethical and truthful behavior. prinn pw 7277,
distance yourself from falsehood; 7N PTX PIX, pursue righteousness in
a righteous way, which instructs us that desirable ends do not justify
improper means, and many similar instructions are found in the Torah
and in the statements of our Sages. We can make these choices because
we have “bechirah chofshis” (free choice) to make our decisions and
choose our actions. And yet, in one of the signature periods of our
people’s history, the process of Geulas Mitzrayim, requests are made and
actions taken that do not seem to comply with these standards. Rabbi
Avraham Rivlin, shlit”a, past Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Kerem
B’Yavneh, addresses these issues in his sefer, “/yunei Parshah” on Sefer
Shemos. This article is an adaptation of his words.

The first question raised by Rabbi Rivlin arises from the instructions
given to Moshe Rabbeinu when Hashem first appeared to him at the
sneh, the burning bush, and told him that he was to return to Mitzrayim
to bring the Jewish people out of their servitude. & DR >I3pTY INR DR
2o NWHW TI7 R 7971 081 109V 7R3 070297 CPOR 1T 1R anTnR o0en Ton
PR M9 Anam 12112, And you and the elders of Israel shall go the king
of Egypt and say to him: Hashem the G-d of the Jews called to us
(saying).: and now please go a distance of three days into the wilderness
and bring sacrifices to the Lord Our G-d. The Abarbanel questions this
passage sharply: “How can the Blessed One command Moshe to say in
His name words that are false and untrue? It would have been better to
have told Pharaoh clearly that he must send out the nation from under the
oppression of Egypt. What was the benefit of this story (since the
intention was never that the Jews would have a three day holiday to offer
sacrifices and then return), when ultimately Pharaoh would anyway send
the Jews away against his will and not in response to Moshe’s series of
requests?
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The Ran (Drashah §11) adds another dimension to the question, stating
that the deception seems unseemly. Why request anything from Pharaoh,
he asks, and suggests that this type of request is to be expected from
slaves who have given up hope and wish to flee by deceiving their
masters. Moshe and Aharon, the Ran emphasizes, were shiluchei
Hashem, messengers of the all-powerful Hashem. Why should they not
have told Pharaoh in no uncertain terms that the time had come for the
Jews to be redeemed and that the servitude was over? Hashem’s power
was certainly sufficient to humble Pharaoh and accomplish this result.

The Abarbanel (supported by the Chizkuni and HaKesav V’HaKabbalah)
offers an answer to his own question. A second glance at Hashem’s
instructions to Moshe allows for the conclusion that Moshe never said
anything untruthful to Pharaoh. Moshe asked only that the people be
allowed this three day holiday, but he never said that after three days the
Jews would return. Pharaoh could assume whatever he wished, but a
promise to return was never made. Therefore, there were no lies told,
albeit it was certainly not the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth.

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh acknowledges this answer, but still
wonders why Hashem gave instructions that were deceptive and intended
to commit genevias daas to trick Pharaoh. He mitigates this somewhat by
suggesting that Pharaoh still might have been under the impression that
the request was only from Moshe and not Hashem, and therefore the
trickery might be less questionable. Nevertheless, he asks: 11X 710 710
V97 WPWM ARIYT DR OPw RN VY XY DR vew an ooy, We still
know what Pharaoh did not know, that it was (in fact) Hashem who
created this deception and these untruths.

The Ran gives another explanation, suggesting that the three day story
was intended to coax Pharaoh to pursue the Jews to the Yam Sufto meet
their ultimate destruction. ¥ 177 WX X7 93 PO ¥ 1P TN M
7AW 1NN 2°1% 1013° AN onw YR, Hashem, intended and wished to
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judge all the Egyptians who were violent against the Jews that by their
choice they should enter the waters and die there. 1¥9% 7Wn 117 17K
MR DDTY Y O3 MW OMIAR ATV 0 KD DRI oD AW a9OmNa 1AV
NPRN ANPWY 0w MW aTwaw, Had Moshe made known to Pharaoh the
(truth of the) matter in the beginning, that the time had arrived for the
redemption, he would not have pursued them. Why would he pursue them
when he had given them permission to be separated and had sent them
out himself? NART DR RV IWRD PRIV AYI07 W WKW NWH 8 KD 197
W QYA 72 %D T2 MR 12 17X IWROW 2O DWOW 1T 2°9917 OW NN 2R
TP ANONA WY1 AR N™WE NRA R RY AW AWy an 9w awnw an Vaba
Therefore Hashem did not want Moshe to tell Pharaoh the true plan, but
(instead) to tell him that they were going on only a three day journey. As
a result, when Pharaoh was told afterwards that the people had fled, he
would not think that this permanent escape was the plan of Hashem, but
instead that Moshe had knowingly and dishonestly made his own plans.

Further, the Ran suggests, that Pharaoh would believe that the people’s
“borrowing” of the gold, silver, and raiment of the Egyptians was
intended to fund the fleeing of the Jews. When Pharaoh was told that the
Jews were fleeing, he became convinced that Moshe and the Jews were a
deceptive and violent people. He may have been humbled by and
terrified of Hashem, but now he was certain that Moshe and the Jews
were now acting of their own accord, not according to Hashem’s
instructions, and were no longer under Hashem’s protection. He
determined to pursue them to the Yam Suf, where Mitzrayim would
receive its just punishment. Ironically, this fulfilled Hashem’s true plan,
which would not have come to fruition without the ploy of misleading
Pharaoh.

Another, somewhat simpler approach is taken by the Chumash Rav
Pninim. He contends that in war it is permissible to use any and all
deceptions and trickery against the enemy, even blatant lies, as Yehoshua
did when he attacked the City of Ai. This falls under the category of X7
"II° 2w AR, If someone comes to kill you, hurry to kill him (before
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he can harm you). Misleading Pharaoh by telling him in this manner
gave the Jewish people a tremendous advantage in that it caused the
Egyptians to pursue the Jews and ultimately be drowned in the Yam Suf;
it was therefore completely permissible to do so.

This also demonstrates, continues the Rav Pninim, that even when
Hashem is making great, revealed miracles, he still works within the
ways of man, making use of psychological warfare and false information
in order to reach His ultimate result.

The Ran offers an additional approach. Hashem directed Moshe to
request only an excursion of three days 23w 7¥79 2w 197 WP MRIT? 7D
N™Wa 272 WY 18N P 12713, In order to demonstrate the stubbornness
of Pharaoh, that even for a small matter he refused to listen to the words
of Hashem.

The Abarbanel picks up on this thought: 7"2p7 WYY W95 XX 1191 M
DY PITY PLOWR PTR POV 19T WIPY AVID 2% NN TR 212% MRIAY 070 19
7yn9, It seems correct to me to explain that Hashem may He be blessed
did so in order to teach mankind the hardness of the heart of Pharaoh
and his strong stubbornness, and to justify the judgment against him. 1
Q7277 121 RANOMY OPPIPRY M7 2O A 70T 4R 0 N2YY 10 Wwpa XY v
QNP an?’on R vaw X7 1" 2w 3"nRw, To understand that all that
was requested from him was a three days’ journey to offer sacrifices to
their G-d — and it seems clear that from this request Pharaoh believed
they would the return — and with all this he refused to listen to their
request. VYN 72T MNWPI MNORY INWRI RANW 7"V 11020 TWN? ME 77 0100
WP MM WY 12 Pran? o Y 07, And because of this Moshe, of
blessed memory, was commanded that his first request was modest, to
show (Pharaoh’s) strong stubbornness. The Malbim also offers a similar
explanation.

Finally, the Ohr HaChaim inquires as to why Hashem chose to have the
Egyptians pursue the Jews to the Yam Suf — why not simply lift them
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into the Nile and drown them there? (That would have fulfilled the
middah keneged middah of punishing the Egyptians with water just as
they drowned the Jewish baby boys). He brings two answers: Firstly, the
splitting of the Yam Suf was known across the world and was a
revelation of Hashem’s existence, power, and greatness that would not
have been accomplished by the more local and less spectacular event of
drowning the Egyptians in the Nile. Secondly, the servitude, slavery, and
persecution of the Jewish people was well-thought out and carefully
planned by the Egyptians. Initially they used a peh rach, a gentle
persuasion, to entrap the Jewish people. Only later did this become
bferech, a strong, cruel subjugation. Therefore, the deception employed
by Moshe at Hashem’s instruction was an expansion of middah keneged
middah, as was the “borrowing” of the Egyptians’ treasures.
Nevertheless, the Ohr HaChaim emphasizes, the return of the Jews was
never discussed and there was no real untruths told. 2py*> nnx Inn,
ascribe truth to Yaakov, remains a hallmark of our people.
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Time for Redemption: 400 or 430 Years?
Yehoshua Dixler

In the Hagadah we read about the Bris Bein Habesarim at which Hashem
promised Avraham that his offspring would be strangers and slaves for
400 years and then go out with great wealth (Bereishis 15:13). However,
at the time Bnei Yisrael actually leave Mitzrayim, the Torah records the
duration of their stay was for 430 years (Shemos 12:40). While others,
including Ramban, ask this question and provide satisfactory answers,
the Abarbanel, in his commentary Zevach Pesach on the Hagadah,
provides a thought provoking explanation.

Abarbanel says that Hashem’s time-based promises, such as the one to
Avraham, are contingent on the recipients being ready and fit to accept it
at the stated time. When Hashem told Avraham that his offspring would
leave at a specific time (400 years) that was not meant to be an automatic
occurrence; rather, they would only be able to leave if they did not have
a significant spiritual impediment that would prevent them from
deserving the redemption. Unfortunately, many of the Bnei Yisrael in
Mitzrayim at the time were idol worshippers, one of the most severe sins
that exist.

Hashem, seeing they would be unfit for the 400 year mark, provided a
prophecy to Aharon, who was a prophet in Mitzrayim before Moshe (as
implied by Rashi Shemos 4:13), to tell the Bnei Yisrael to mend their
ways in order to merit the redemption. Because they did not comply, the
redemption did not occur in year 400 and, in fact, would have been
delayed indefinitely if their sinful ways would continue.

Eventually, redemption did occur at the 430 year mark. When after a new
Pharaoh took control of Mitzrayim, he leveled increasing pain and
suffering upon the Bnei Yisrael causing them to cry out (Shemos 2: 23-
25): “And they cried to Hashem due to the pain and they moaned from
the work and their cries went up to Elokim.” They cried, not only from
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the pain, but also in repentance and prayer to Hashem. This is what
Hashem was waiting for all along. He now “remembered” the promise to
Avraham, meaning He determined the promise to redeem them was now
able to take effect. Hashem then had mercy on the Bnei Yisrael, sending
Moshe to redeem them through the miracles we read of in the Hagadah.

Those Rabbis in prior generations who specified a date for the
redemption, which we know did not occur, were not mistaken. Rather,
the generation at the time did not deserve to be redeemed, just like the
Bnei Yisrael at the year 400.

There are many blessings Hashem, Who loves us as children, wants to
give us, but he will give them only if we are ready for them. Good deeds,
repentance and prayer are often necessary to activate these blessings. We
should merit that we improve our deeds and cause Mashiach to come
soon.
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Don’t Be a Bystander
Avi Dear

There is an all-too famous social psychological phenomenon termed the
Bystander Effect. Originally coined by Darley and Latané in 1968, the
term refers to the phenomenon that occurs in an emergency situation,
where bystanders observing the scene do nothing to intervene. There are
countless disturbing events where the Bystander Effect sadly played out.

The main concept at work that facilitates the Bystander Effect is
something called Diffusion of Responsibility. When there are many
people witnessing a scene that requires action, everyone watching thinks:
the other guy will do it. But then no one does. You see, if everyone is
busy pointing fingers at somebody else, expecting the person next to
them to act, well, then, nobody acts.

TAYAY TPTAY N°22) TNA KV TAOWH AT TN IR 1YY DWTIDE IR P
IDIARWRIY TN

And the Nile will swarm with frogs, and they will come up and enter your
house, and your bedroom, and on your bed, and in the house of your
servants and your nation, and in your ovens and kneading bowls.

There is a famous Gemara in Pesachim (53b) that asks what inspired
Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah to risk their lives for Kiddush Hashem
and jump into Nimrod’s fiery furnace? They made a kal vachomer from
the frogs: if the frogs that were not commanded in the mitzvah of
Kiddush Hashem jumped into the fiery furnaces, then surely, we who are
commanded in the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem should jump into the
furnace!

The Shaagas Aryeh questions their logic, because the pasuk says: 173
W2, They will come up and enter... into the homes, beds...and furnaces!
So the frogs were commanded?! Therefore, the logic of Chananyah,
Mishael, and Azaryah that if the frogs who were not commanded jumped
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into the furnace, surely we who are commanded (in Kiddush Hashem)
should jump in—is flawed!

At the age of seven, the Vilna Gaon approached the Shaagas Aryeh and
told him the following answer: Yes, the frogs were commanded, but not
specifically to jump into the furnace. The furnace was simply one aspect
of the commandment. Each frog could have turned to the frog next to
him, point to the furnace, and said, “you go in.” But that’s not what
happened. Even though each frog could have fulfilled the commandment
of Hashem by going any place other than the fiery furnace, we find that
countless frogs ended their lives by jumping into the Egyptians blazing
ovens. I guess you could say that the frogs did not fall prey to the
Bystander Effect. Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah recognized this and
were inspired by the frogs’ action to jump into the furnace of Nimrod.

It doesn’t matter what others are doing. Our commitment to Avodas
Hashem has to rise above the expectations or the actions of those around
us. Each moment in our lives requires us to act or to do. Let us not be
Bystanders. We may be required to crawl out of our comfort zone;
serving Hashem might sometimes be difficult and even unnatural. Rabbi
Samson Raphael Hirsch says that frogs are “normally so shy of light and
noise.” Frogs are timid. Yet we see that the frogs during the plague in
Mitzrayim acted wildly, jumping all over... even into the ovens.

While Bnei Yisrael were collecting the treasures of Mitzrayim before
they left, we find one man who was not. Moshe Rabbeinu searched for
the coffin of Yosef HaTzaddik. Chazal praise Moshe for this, as the
pasuk in Mishlei says: mxn np> 2% 0on, The wise-hearted grabs mitzvos.
Although Hashem commanded them to collect the treasures from
Mitzrayim, Moshe is specifically praised for running to do a mitzvah that
he didn’t need to do, a mitzvah that did not bring with it any physical
enjoyment. He took a different route than every other Jew during that
time. The chacham lev does not do what others are doing, nor does

~22 ~



Section II: Geulas Mitzrayim

he/she do what is easy or enjoyable. The chacham lev looks inward and
decides what is the right thing for him/her to do.

I think we need a certain paradigm shift. We cannot go through our lives
of Avodas Hashem simply fulfilling what we must. We have to learn
from the frogs. We are in this world to act, not to expect others to. Just as
when your father asks you for a drink, you don’t fill a plastic cup of
lukewarm water from the tap and leave it on the counter for him to get.
But why? You got him a drink just as he asked? Such an action is
inappropriate because when you love and respect somebody, you try to
do for them in the best possible way. You put in all your effort. In fact,
an accurate mashal for the lesson from the seven-year-old Vilna Gaon
would be that you should notice that your father is thirsty and pour him
delicious filtered water in a glass. To act, to not be a Bystander in your
Avodas Hashem and to serve Hashem in the most ideal and beautiful
way.

Now is the time of 2% Qv n1°Y, the rebirth of Israel [i.e. ourselves] as
a nation. Just as we were reborn during the times of Yetzias Mitzrayim,
so too the same oros surround us nowadays. Now is a time for change.
Now is the time to not look right or left, but rather inward. What is my
responsibility now? Just as the pasuk says regarding Moshe: 7131772 197
YR PR D XM, Moshe turned this way and that way and saw that there
was no man, and only then killed the Egyptian. I think that we must learn
metaphorically from this pasuk to say, “there is nobody to my right and
nobody to my left. It does not matter what others are doing. All that
matters is inside of me.” We must be able to say: *2 XoX 20 0277 TR, it is
all up to me.

Let us not be Bystanders.
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The Importance of Time
Louis Leder

"This month shall be to you the head of the months; to you it shall be the
first of the month of the year." (According to the Sforno the word lachem
— to you — appears twice in the pasuk to stress the relationship between
the Jewish people and time. As slaves in Egypt, time belonged to their
masters because they didn't have the freedom to come and go as they
pleased. However, from now on the Jewish people would be masters of
their own time and their only master would be Hashem.)

This is something powerful to think about: how we control our time.
What do we fill our days with? How do we use the time allotted to us? Is
it time well spent or is simply time spent?

Before Yaakov Avinu was niftar, he asked Yosef to please not bury him
in Mitzrayim (Bereishis 47:29). Rashi gives three reasons for this. Less
known is a reason mentioned in the Yerushalmi that Yaakov wanted to be
buried in Eretz Yisrael because the dead in Eretz Yisrael will awaken at
techiyas hamesim before the dead of chutz laaretz. Rav Avrohom Pam,
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Torah Vodaas, points out that this reason is
astounding. Yaakov Avinu would be dwelling in the highest spheres of
heaven, on the highest level of Gan Eden, where the enjoyment is beyond
our imagination. And yet, before he left olam hazeh, he was making
plans for getting back to this world at the earliest possible moment so
that his neshamah could re-enter his body. This shows us how precious
every second on this world is. For every moment is another opportunity
to bring kedushah into the world.

This corroborates the words of the Tanna: "Better one hour of repentance
than the entire life of the World to Come" (4vos 4:22). Rav Chaim
Volozhiner writes: "I heard numerous times from the holy mouth of our
Rebbi, the Gaon and Chassid, the Gr"a, how choshuv Olam Haba is. And
yet it cannot be compared to one moment in olam hazeh of being
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engrossed in Torah and mitzvos, for in the World to Come we don't have
the opportunity to serve Hashem in Torah."

It is related that just before the Vilna Gaon left this world, he started
crying. His talmidim asked, "Why is the Rebbi crying when he knows
full well that he will receive endless reward in Olam Haba?" The Gaon
held onto his tzitzis and said, "What a wonderful world this is that for a
few coins one can acquire this most precious mitzvah... This and the
many other opportunities to do mitzvos only exist in olam hazeh and not
in the World to Come."

How important it is, then, to cherish every moment of life and utilize it to
its fullest potential.
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The Tenth Plague
Rabbi Moshe Grossman

The Torah enumerates and describes the ten plagues that Hashem
brought upon the Egyptians. The Ramban (Shemos 13:16) says that the
plagues, in general, served to demonstrate that Hashem exists, that He
created the world, that He is involved in the world, that He alone controls
the world, and that He maintains and guides the world.

Rabbeinu Bachaye (Shemos 12:29) remarks that the plagues were also
punishments meted out to the Egyptians for the evil that they did to the
Jewish people.

The first nine plagues were carried out through Hashem’s messengers.
However, Hashem, Himself, passed through Egypt and carried out the
tenth plague, makkas bechoros, the killing of the first-born Egyptians.
Why did Hashem have to perform makkas bechoros Himself?

Rabbeinu Bachaye (Shemos 12:12) explains that if makkas bechoros had
been executed through a messenger, it would have to be carried out
through Hashem’s attribute of justice. Since the Jews did not merit being
saved, they, too, would have died since in accordance with strict justice
they deserved to perish. Hashem carried out the plague Himself in order
that the execution of the plague be performed through both His attribute
of justice and His attribute of mercy, allowing the Jews to be spared.
Only Hashem, Himself, can show true mercy, not His messengers.

It is difficult to understand this answer because the previous plagues
were carried out through Hashem’s messengers, and yet the Jews were
spared. What is the difference between makkas bechoros and the other
plagues? How could they have been spared in the other plagues if they
were performed through a messenger and, therefore, presumably with the
attribute of justice?
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All the other plagues occurred as extreme phenomena in nature. Even
though the plague of blood was unnatural in that water turned to blood,
both substances are found in nature. As such, the Egyptians could
rationalize that Moshe and Aharon were just very clever magicians and
that Hashem had nothing to do with the plagues. Messengers can perform
such plagues since they only have to limit the extent of the plague.
However, makkas bechoros was very different. As the Netziv (Birkas
HaNetziv to Mechilta, Parshah 11 and Haamek Davar to Shemos 11:4)
explains, Hashem did not kill the Egyptians through a disease or some
other physiological failure. As His Shechinah passed close to the
Egyptian first-born, their souls were drawn to Him. Since they were
unworthy of such an encounter, they ceased to live. This plague showed
Hashem’s full and undeniable control and involvement in the world. In
particular, all human life is only dependent on Hashem.

Based on this idea from the Netziv, we can answer these questions on
Rabbeinu Bachaye’s explanation. If Hashem had sent a malach, he
would simply carry out his mission, which would be to draw the first-
born to kedushah. He could not distinguish between non-Jew and Jew
since he is only able to perform the mission given to him through the
attribute of justice. Since the Jewish first-born were also not on the level
to accept such kedushah, they would have died. Sparing the Jewish first-
born could be done only by Hashem since He alone is the Merciful One.

Since the Jewish first-born were saved, this plague also taught us that
Hashem provides and cares for the Jewish people as His own. In these
difficult times, we need to focus on this fact. Whatever happens, we must
remember that it is all for our good. Retelling the story of the Exodus can
remind us and allow us to internalize Hashem’s power and control and
our relationship with Him.

We must remember what Rabbeinu Bachaye has told us that Hashem

showed us mercy and saved our first-born even when we did not deserve
it. Although we have many faults and are not as great as previous
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generations, we must remember and internalize the fact that Hashem

loves us unconditionally and always does only what is best for us, both
personally and as a nation.
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The Dogs at Makkas Bechoros '

Michoel Cooperman

During makkas bechoros the Torah says that while the firstborn
Egyptians were dying, the dogs did not bark, lakol Bnei Yisroel lo
yechratz kelev leshono. Usually the Torah does not tell us about the
animals and what they were doing at any certain point. Why does the
Torah go out of its way to tell us that the dogs did not bark? The Yalkut
Shimoni addresses this question and says that Rabbi Yeshayah, a Talmud
of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Dosa, fasted eighty-five fasts. Why? Because he
said he didn’t understand why it is said that in the future the dogs will be
rewarded with being able to sing a shirah to Hashem because they did
not bark. Not only that, dogs are considered brazen. A brazen animal like
a dog will sing shirah to Hashem? Why should they merit such a thing?

The Yalkut continues and says that a malach came to Rav Yeshayah and
said ‘Until when are you going to fast because of this phenomenon, it’s a
gezeirah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Hashem said that the dogs will sing
shirah.”

Now the dogs actually received two rewards. For Rashi says that the
dogs received the treifah meat for not barking, while the Yalkut says they
will merit to sing shirah to Hashem. Why should they receive such
reward?

Of the 613 mitzvos in the Torah, for how many does the Torah state the
reward for doing that mitzvah? A few... honoring one’s parents, sending
away the mother bird, keeping honest weights. If we keep those three
mitzvos we will have longevity. But for the other mitzvos the Torah
states no reward. Why? Obviously if we knew the rewards for different
mitzvos we would pick and choose. I’ll do this mitzvah because there’s a

! Inspired by Rabbi Ari Neuwirth.
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greater return or reward. This one, not so much. Hashem does not want
us to operate this way and therefore hides the reward system from us.

However, we do know that there is a concept called lephum tzaara agra,
meaning that reward is given corresponding to the amount of effort used
to carry out the mitzvah. The greater the effort exerted, the greater the
compensation. Examples of this are: there are certain people who find it
easier than others to sit and learn. Others are naturally more generous
with their money, others are more generous with their time and will do
chesed all hours of the day or night. These things are called tendencies,
propensities, and inclinations. If we know we have a certain trend to our
lifestyle, that’s not what we have to focus on. Rather the things that come
with difficulty for us, those are the things we need to work on. So, if we
know that giving of our time is difficult for us, that’s the thing we should
be working on. Whatever it is, if it’s a mitzvah which is difficult for us to
do, that’s where we need to focus our attention.

Coming back to the kelev, the natural tendency for a dog is to bark. If
you pass the door of a neighbor who owns a dog, the dog will naturally
bark at you. That is its natural inclination. During makkas bechoros the
dogs should have barked. There was a crisis going on. However, they
went against their natural inclination and did not bark, but remained
silent. And they will be rewarded. What do we learn from this? If dogs
can go against their nature and be rewarded for it, so much more so we as
humans who go against our nature will be rewarded. Every mitzvah has
its own reward. We do not know what it is, however lephum tzaara agra,
for those areas most challenging for us. Those are the areas we should be
focusing on.
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Firstborn, a Tough Position
Dr. Eli Lazar Singman

As we read through Tanach, we see that while there is a special status to
being firstborn, the reward a firstborn or older child might expect is not
guaranteed.

1.

Kayin, Adam HaRishon’s firstborn, brought the first offerings.
However, he did not choose the best of what he had, so his was
not accepted, while his younger brother’s Hevel’s were.

Noach’s firstborn son, Yephes (Bereishis, Sanhedrin 69b) did
not receive the Kehunah; that went to Noach’s second son,
Shem, who initiated the act of covering Noach when he lay
drunk.

Terach’s firstborn son, Haran (who was 32 years older than
Avraham) secretly believed in Hashem as Avraham did, but
outwardly waffled, leading him to perish in the same fires
survived by Avraham.

Yishmael was the first son of Avraham, born through Hagar at
the behest of Sarah, who was old and believed herself to be past
the years of giving birth. Sarah hoped to raise Yishmael in the
path of Torah. This arrangement could not supersede Hashem’s
plans, who returned youthfulness to Sarah so that she could give
birth to Yitzchak, whom Hashem then declared to be Avraham’s
firstborn.

Yaakov purchased the bechorah from Eisav, who spurned it.
Hashem confirmed this status when He declared to Moshe
“Israel is my firstborn” (Shemos).

Reuven was the bechor and should have received the double
portion due someone with that status as well as the malchus and
Kehunah. His impetuousness cost him all three. Yoseph received
a double portion through having his two sons, Ephraim and
Menashe, recognized as two Shevatim. Yehudah received the
malchus, which he earned when he accepted responsibility, and
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Levi cemented the Kehunah when his tribe chose Hashem at the
cheit ha’eigel.

7. Menashe was Yoseph’s firstborn who ably served as Yoseph’s
chief of staff in Mitzrayim. Yet Ephraim, who studied Torah
with Yaakov, received the blessing from Yaakov’s right hand
because Yaakov declared that the younger would be greater.
Indeed, in Yirmiyah, Ephraim is referred to as Hashem’s
firstborn.

8. Moshe was younger than his brother Aharon by three years, but
Moshe became leader of the Hebrews.

Is there a common thread to explain why the younger brother
superseded the elder? It certainly seemed that Kayin, Yishmael and
Eisav had middos that lowered their esteem in the eyes of Hashem;
they lost their status through their own negative deeds and traits.
Although Reuven was a tzaddik and a paragon of teshuvah, his
impetuousness with his father’s private affairs and also in offering
the lives of his sons as a mashkon for Binyamin suggested that he did
not have the temperament to rule. Haran was following Avraham’s
lead but was not sufficiently committed. Yephes also seemed to have
been following his younger brother’s lead. This suggests that they
lost status because merely being good was not valued as being good
for something. Menashe was a capable governmental leader. It
appears he did not lose status but rather, because in Yaakov’s
perspective greatness lay in the world of ruchniyus not gashmiyus,
the younger Ephraim, grew past him by becoming the talmid
chacham.

This brings us to Moshe and Aharon. Moshe was raised in privilege
as a prince of Mitzrayim. Moshe was clearly an able leader of men in
public. But Hashem saw him also as a gentle shepherd in private and
for this He decided that Moshe should be the vehicle to redeem the
Hebrews. Aharon, on the other hand, remained in Mitzrayim. He saw
the suffering of his brothers and was their guide and support during
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their descent into bitter servitude. He was a great man every bit
worthy of becoming the first Kohen Gadol. Yet he would not have
received the Kehunah had Moshe simply agreed to Hashem’s
command to go to Mitzrayim and tell Pharaoh to free the Jews rather
than argue with Hashem that he was not the right man for the job.

Of these brothers mentioned here, some were diametrically opposed,
some were like the moon radiating the light of the sun and some
were barely distinguishable. But in every case, the younger
brother(s) revealed the ability to shoulder the burdens assigned by
them from Hashem through his Torah better than the older ones.

Being a firstborn or older brother is a nisayon, perhaps one of the
most severe. There is so much expected of that child. His parents are
usually terribly inexperienced in their duties, more so than for any
subsequent children. The firstborn brother must not only be dutiful to
his parents but also responsible for his younger siblings who may not
express the kavod due the firstborn. The psychological literature
suggests that “firstborns tend to be responsible, competitive, and
conventional, whereas laterborns have to ‘‘distinguish’’ themselves
and create a specific niche by being playful, cooperative, and
especially, rebellious.”’ Firstborns often seem to be the most
successful of their siblings and it seems that their ability to handle
responsibility and their higher aspirations (stemming from the
greater expectations of them) play a role in this.> While this sort of
research must be taken with some degree of skepticism, it is
interesting to note that the younger siblings described herein all did
strive to distinguish themselves. They could not rely on their
firstborn status for greatness so they had to achieve that greatness in
some other way. And when they strove for greatness by their
obedience to Hashem and their growth in Torah, they became greater
than their older siblings. This is reflected in the phrase “ein mazal
leYisrael” (there is no mazal in Israel); it may be that our birth order
comes about from mazal, but all Yisrael can rise above their mazal.
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The Three Seder Matzos
Rabbi Simcha Baer

We use three matzos at the Pesach Seder. They correspond to Kohen,
Levi and Yisrael. What is the significance of this?

There are three reasons that we eat matzah on Pesach. We eat matzah
because Bnei Yisrael had to eat matzah with their korban pesach in
Mitzrayim. We eat matzah because when they left the next day they
baked matzos for their trip because there was insufficient time to let their
dough rise. And we eat matzah because the Torah tells us to celebrate
Chag HaMatzos shivas yamim. These three reasons are represented by
the three matzos at the Seder.

The Kohen matzah represents the idea of Chag HaMatzos shivas yamim.
Every shanah peshutah (a nonleap year) Shabbos Hagadol falls out on
Parshas Tzav. In Parshas Tzav the Kohanim were transformed to become
existentially connected to Hashem at the life force level. When they are
on duty they sleep in the Beis HaMikdash and eat miShulchan Gavoha.
The Divrei Chaim explains in his derashos for Chag HaPesach that
animal life corresponds to man’s animal instinct and plant life to his
essential life force. By bringing a minchas chinuch from vegetation and
from the sal HaMatzos that was the centerpiece of the seven days of
miluim, the Kohanim were transformed at the life force level to be
connected to Hashem. That is why when a Kohen brings a korban
minchah it is worthy of being consumed in its entirety by the mizbeiach.
The seven days of Pesach presented as Chag HaMatzos are the seven
days of miluim of the Jewish people that transforms them too to be
existentially connected to Hashem as a nation at the life force level.
There is a single criterion that defines a Jewish person. Theoretically
anyone can be Jewish regardless of race, color, ethnicity or even the
religion that they practice. To be a Jew one must be existentially and
irrevocably connected to Hashem. This transformation is what we
celebrate on Chag HaMatzos, and it is symbolized by the Kohen matzah.
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The Levi matzah is the middle one which is broken at yachatz and is
raised in maggid and upon which we recite the words of Rabban Gamliel
that it corresponds to the haste with which Hashem took them the 130
mils (roughly 130 kilometers) from Raamses to Succos and enveloped
them there within the ananei kavod. The pasuk tells us that they had no
time to bake prior to leaving Mitzrayim and they left with their dough on
their shoulders. They should have had ample time to let the dough rise
prior to baking it, but they didn’t have ovens and because they were
enveloped within the ananei kavod in less than 18 minutes and once they
were protected by the ananim they could no longer bake in the sun, they
had to bake their dough as matzah. This is a reflection of how quickly
Hashem came to their aid and brought their geulah within moments
when the time came. This corresponds to Levi who represents that
Hashem is nilveh with them. That is why this matzah is broken and the
larger half is tzafun for the geulah haasida which will parallel Geulas
Mitzrayim, but on an even higher plane. The shulchan in the Mishkan
was in the north (zzafon) because it is representative of a person’s
parnasah, which is tzafun. Really that which finds itself on your plate
had your name on it while it was still on the tree. It was created
specifically for you and was earmarked for your enjoyment. But that was
hidden and is only discovered once it is on your plate. So too the geulah
from Hashem is all planned and earmarked and waiting for the proper
time to occur, but when the time comes it will be immediate. Until then it
is hidden.

The Yisrael matzah corresponds to the matzah that was eaten with the

korban pesach in Mitzrayim. The pasuk says in Parshas VaYechi:
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Rashi quotes from the Targum Onkelos who defines Kivras Eretz as the
distance that you plow in a single day. Why is the Torah employing that
sort of obscure imagery here? Yaakov is explaining to Yosef at this point
why he made Ephraim and Menasheh shevatim. Shibud Mitzrayim is

~36~



Section III; The Seder

unavoidable and he needs their qualities to define the shibud Mitzrayim
experience for Klal Yisrael. There were two constructive aspects to the
difficult process that Klal Yisrael suffered through in Mitzrayim. One
was that Terach and his forbearers were excised from our lineage. Our
line starts from Avraham and this is embodied in Menasheh, who was
given that name as an expression that Yosef had forgotten his father’s
house and had gotten past it. He was ready for a new beginning. The
other constructive aspect was the relationship forged with Hashem
attendant to the incredible nissim that he made on our behalf during the
ten makkos. This is embodied in the name of Ephraim which refers to the
goodness showered on Yosef by Hashem in the land of his suffering.

Yaakov is saying that shibud Mitzrayim is inevitable because although he
came close to voiding the gezeirah (of the Bris Bein HaBesarim) he fell
one day short in his plowing from accomplishing his objective. The
pasuk starts with a reference to Padan. Rashi in the beginning of Toldos
explains that Padan refers to a brace of yoked oxen which is a metaphor
for the district of Aram which has twin parts, Aram Naharayim & Aram
Tzova. When one yokes up oxen, his ultimate objective is to bake bread.
The beginning of the process that culminates in the production of bread
is yoking up oxen to plow so that one can sow the wheat and harvest it
and make it into bread. Yaakov understood that his journey from Padan
would culminate in Beis Lechem.

The gezeirah of shibud Mitzrayim was because Avraham couldn’t
comprehend how he was competent to inherit Eretz Yisrael from Hashem
(as a son inherits from his father) because he felt stigmatized that he was
a child of idol worshippers. How could we be considered banim
laMakom when in fact Mitchilah ovdei avodah zarah hayu avoseinu.
Hashem’s response was that his descendants would be forced into
servitude and Hashem’s intercession would liberate them and they would
be reborn as banim laMakom. Hashem proclaims in Mitzrayim, Bini
bechori Yisrael.
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Yaakov went back to Padan Aram and everything he had, his wives, his
kids, his property all came ostensibly from Lavan and yet he left without
even saying goodbye. He felt that Lavan had just tried to cheat him every
step of the way and didn’t feel beholden to him at all. He felt he got
everything only through the intercession of Hashem and felt no
connection to the family in Aram. He felt that the need for shibuud
Mitzrayim was now nullified. It gave him the confidence to acquire
property in Eretz Yisrael (Shechem) even though his father and
grandfather were careful to live their whole lives as geirim to run the
clock on the gezeirah of 400 years.

But Yaakov was unsuccessful as the Torah tells us:
SRR T AN TN N

Lavan with incredible trickery got the best of Yaakov and forced him
into shibud Mitzayim. Lavan chased him to Har Gilad and Yaakov built a
pile of rocks and called it GalAid saying that Hashem should watch over
us and protect each of us from the other. Lavan’s rejoinder was to call
the rocks Yigar Sahadusa which ostensibly is simply the Arami
translation of GalAid. But there is a subtle difference. Aramis is a lashon
chol. His rebuttal was that this has nothing to do with Hashem; it is
simply a business deal. Eretz Canaan was apportioned at the Haphlagah
to the descendants of Shem. Terach was the delegate from Shem’s family
who was sent there, as it is reported at the end of Parshas Noach. But
Terach didn’t get all the way there and the Canaani people took over the
territory, but the land records still accorded it to Terach’s family. Lavan
who also was descended from Terach was agreeing not to go south of
this marker on Har Gilad and ceding to his grandchildren his ancestral
homeland in Canaan. He is forcing them to acknowledge again their
territorial rights there from Terach and not as an inheritance directly
from Hashem. So that sealed their fate to become slaves in Mitzrayim so
they would lose their erstwhile territorial rights and regain their
connection to Eretz Canaan only from Hashem.
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Nevertheless, Yaakov had one last chance to void the gezeirah and that is

recorded in Parshas Vayishlach. When the Torah tells us how Reuven

subverted his father’s plan it says:
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Strangely, the parshah ends in mid pasuk. The parshah that ends so

abruptly starts with Yaakov’s arrival to Beis El and Hashem’s formally

naming him Yisrael. Hashem tells him two things.
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First he tells him that he is going to have a child as Yisrael. Then he adds
that he has raised the bar and the promise to Avraham and Yitzchak is
only to his children after him; that they have to be Bnei Yisrael, not just
Bnei Yaakov to be the beneficiaries of Hashem’s promise. He duly has
Binyamin, his first child as Yisrael, but he has to get the rest of the kids
on board. Rachel is the only wife who has experience bringing Yisrael
into the world and he hopes she will help him reformat his family and
transform all his kids into Bnei Yisrael, but alas she dies. So the pasuk
tells us:
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You have to wonder what business he has in Migdal Eider. He should
have gone home already to Yitzchak. What the pasuk is saying is that he
moved his bed out of Leah’s tent (7&?777) into Bilhah’s tent because she
was Rachel’s understudy in order to upgrade his flock (17327317).

When Reuven removed his bed from Bilhah’s tent he subverted that plan
and there is an abrupt halt in the narrative and the postscript is 5"
Ty oo 2py 13, that they remained the children of Yaakov and didn’t
become Bnei Yisrael. The Torah characterizes what Reuven did as if he
slept with his father’s pilegesh because when a married woman gets
involved with another man people tend to cast aspersions on the kids and
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question whether they are really his. His intercession didn’t allow the
kids to be meyuchas to Yisrael.

Had they become Bnei Yisrael it would have been unnecessary to go
down to Mitzrayim because although Lavan had made a land grab to
Bnei Yaakov, Hashem had superseded it with a new one to Bnei Yisrael.
By recharacterizing them as Bnei Yisrael the gezeirah that applied to
Bnei Yaakov would no longer be relevant to them. In his retrospective in
Parshas Vayichee, Yaakov is bemoaning the fact that he fell one day
short in his journey from Padan. Had he brought his entire family intact
to Beis Lechem, Rachel would have transformed his family into Bnei
Yisrael. The metaphor of Beis Lechem is because when one plants
wheat, whatever attributes the kernels have are not manifest in the new
crop. The wheat kernels disintegrate and the new crop is entirely
recharacterized. If the wheat kernels were tamei or terumah or kodesh,
these attributes would not affect the new crop. Yaakov was not permitted
to void the gezeirah. He was annus al pi hadibur. The advent of Bnei
Yisrael in their relationship with Hashem is symbolized by bread.

Tefillin are called fotafos which is a word coined by the Torah to capture
the relationship of Hashem and Klal Yisrael. It is made up of two
obscure words; fot in the language of Kasfi and pas in the language of
Afriki. Each word means two in their respective languages because
tefillin is the symbol of a mutual relationship between two parties that
have alternate perspectives. There are two different concepts embodied
in the number two. You can have a matched pair or a disparate couple
that comes together. 7o¢ in the language of Kasfi is two of the same. This
is Hashem’s perspective on the relationship. Kasfi is the language of
porters and stevedores where two bear a load on their shoulders (kasef).
They know better than anyone that the two partners must be evenly
matched. If one is taller than the other or stronger it won’t work well.
From Hashem’s perspective we share with Him the burden of
shouldering the world. But from our perspective we are a disparate
couple as personified by pas which is bread and has two primary
ingredients. The water is completely stable and the grain has to undergo
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many different processes until it can be immutably incorporated with the
water into bread, the magical substance that sustains the world. We are
the grain to Hashem’s water. We have this unique relationship with
Hashem that allows us to gain sustenance for the world through our
collaboration with Him.

The Navi says:
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Rashi explains that we are like chadash before the Omer is brought
which can’t be eaten without retribution, so if the nations attack us they
will pay for it. Why are we characterized as chadash before the Omer?
Because like the grain in the metaphor we have to undergo so much
processing before we can cleave to Hashem perfectly. The chadash is
incapable of going through those processes because it is still moist and
hasn’t dried out yet. If we are vulnerable to the nations it is only because
we haven’t gone through the processes necessary to cleave to Hashem
properly, but he still promises to exact from them retribution.

The symbol of Yisrael coming together with Hashem immutably is the
baking of matzah with its two ingredients which can never be isolated
once they are baked together. This is why Klal Yisrael had to eat matzah
with the korban pesach, the moment they became immutably identified
with Hashem and that is symbolized by the Yisrael matzah at the Seder.
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The Missing Matzos
Yehoshua Dixler

A simple reading of the halachah indicates that matzah should not only
be on the Seder Plate, but have the primary location and role amongst the
other plate elements. However, it seems that many people do not place
the matzah where it belongs. This article will explore a possible
justification for this practice.

Source for the Seder Plate

The first hint to the use of a Seder Plate is found in the commentaries on
the Gemara in Pesachim 115b. The Gemara mentions that at the start of
the Seder the table, which has food for the Seder, should be removed
from before the leader. This should prompt the children to ask why the
food is being removed before the meal has started. While in those days,
when all people were served on individual tables, this practice made
sense, now this is impractical as we all eat together at a large table.
Instead we should remove the Seder Plate which contains the matzah,
maror, and the two cooked foods, i.e. the zeroa and beitzah (Rashi,
Tosafos, Rosh). Matzah is not only mentioned as being on the plate, it is
listed first!

Contents of the Seder Plate

The matzah is also mentioned repeatedly by the halachic sources as
being on the Seder Plate. In his first mention of the Seder Plate, the Tur
(§473) writes, “They bring before him the plate, which contains three
matzos, maror, charoses, other vegetables... and two cooked items.”
Later in the same chapter he writes, “Lift up the plate that contains the
matzos and say ‘Ha Lachma Anya’... Then he should tell them to
remove it from the table as if eating has been completed.” Tur includes
the matzah on the Seder Plate.
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Shulchan Aruch (473:4) records this practice as well writing, “Bring in
front of the leader a plate that contains three matzos, maror, charoses,
karpas or other vegetable (Rama: and vinegar or salt water), and two
cooked items.” Later (473:7) he writes, “When Avadim Hayinu is started,
return the plate that contains the matzos.” When the Shulchan Aruch
records the practice of removing the plate from the table, Pri Megadim
(473:26) writes, “Do not put matzos on the table except for the three
matzos that are in the plate before the Hagadah.” Again we see matzos
are assumed to be on the plate.

Wherefore Matzos?

Where should the matzos be located amongst the many other items on
the Seder Plate? Rama and Arizal record two divergent approaches to
this. In compliance with the halachic principle of “ein maavirin al a
hamitvos — we don’t pass over mitzvos,” Rama’s (473:4) approach
requires the items that are used earlier be placed closer to the leader. He
writes (based on Maharil), “karpas should be up front (/’maalah) from
them all, with the vinegar close by, more than the matzah. The matzos
[closer] than the maror and charoses, and they should be closer than the
zeroa and beitzah.”

The Arizal gives spiritual meaning to each of the items through the
kabalistic approach equating each item with one of the ten sefiros. Etz
Chaim quotes Arizal (as quoted by Be’er Heitev 473:4) that the order
starts with three matzos on the bottom, with the other items arranged on
top of the matzos as two triplets (right, left, center): zeroa, beitzah, maror
followed by charoses, karpas, chazeres below and closest to the leader.
This accounts for nine items. The tenth item is the Seder Plate containing
all the others items.

Whether one follows the custom of the Rama or the Arizal, the matzos

are on the Seder Plate. According to Rama they are in the middle of the
other items, and according to Arizal they are underneath the others.
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Who does this?

The Arizal’s arrangement with the matzos on the plate, underneath the
others items, is the accepted custom (Aruch HaShulchan 473:11). The
end of the sefer Nitei Gavriel records 21 arrangements of the Seder Plate
items. The diagrams show many variations: the other items on top of the
matzos, either with a cloth in between or directly on the matzos, or on a
platform that elevates the items above the matzos.' Some diagrams show
the matzos in the middle of the plate surrounded by the other items while
others show the matzos next to the other items all placed on a large plate.
In all but two of these arrangements, the matzos are either on top of or
contained within a Seder Plate.

If putting the matzos on the plate is the prevailing custom, it’s strange
that more than half of the people I asked (including my family) put the
matzah on the table next to the Seder Plate. This custom has items
arranged on the Seder Plate according to the names printed on the plate,
which usually follows Arizal. The matzos are on the table closer to the
leader than the plate which contains the carpas. This new custom violates
both the Rama’s requirement to not pass by the mitzvos, since karpas is
used first while the matzos are placed closer, and the Arizal’s kabalistic
arrangement, since the matzos are not on the plate.

Why are so many people today not following the accepted custom?
Analysis of the Rama’s opinion can clarify, and perhaps justify, this
common practice.

Analysis of the Rama

The Rama’s reason for putting the matzah on the plate is very different
than that of the Arizal. The Arizal’s emphasis of a kabalistic arrangement
requires the specific placement of all the items in the familiar “tree”
structure of sefiros. For this to work, his approach requires all the items
to be placed in a specific way; any deviation straying from the prescribed

! These are the “parking lot” Seder Plates that have slots for the three matzos
underneath the other items.
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arrangement would lose the kabalistic benefits. However, Rama does not
bind himself by the kabbalah, instead the order is only important to
prevent passing by a mitzvah. In theory, this would allow for other
arrangements that do not violate this halachic principle.

Rama also assigns a different role to the Seder Plate. While the Arizal
requires all items to be on the plate, corresponding to the tenth sefirah,
Rama requires a plate only as an instrument to remove and return the
items from the table so that the children will ask questions. If in theory
this practice will not elicit questions, then there would be no need to
remove the items from the table and consequently no need for a plate.

These two points are made by the Magen Avraham (473:25). He writes,
“Now we do not have the custom to remove the plate at all... because the
items are not there for eating. This is not similar to the custom at the time
of the Gemara to remove the entire table.” According to Magen
Avraham, there is no longer a need for the plate to aid in the removal of
the matzos and other items. Accordingly, I suggest that unless one is
following Arizal there should be no requirement to include the matzos on

the plate.

What are We Doing?
This new custom appears to be a hybrid between the Rama, Arizal, and
Magen Avraham.

We are not fully following the Arizal. Today’s Seder Plates have labels
indicating the placement of six items usually in the order specified by
Arizal. Although we may arrange the six items to follow the labeling, we
are not following the Arizal, whose custom required a total of ten items,
including three matzos, in a specific order. Without matzos actually on
the plate, we are unable to achieve the kabalistic structure he required.

In contrast to prior times when the contents of the plate were used during
the meal, today we treat the contents as a pure symbol. It’s obvious the
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contents of the Seder Plate are insufficient to provide the needs of all the
people attending the Seder. Consequently, we tend to not use the items
from the plate for eating, opting instead to dole out karpas, salt water,
maror and charoses from supplies off to the side of the leader. This non-
use of the plate for eating follows the Magen Avraham.”

Many people place the three matzos closer to the leader than the Seder
Plate, often contained in a fabric cover which contains pockets for the
three matzos labeled “Kohen,” “Levi,” “Yisrael.” Since the matzah is the
only item actually used, it makes sense for this mitzvah to be closest to
the leader, like the Rama.

Does custom matter?

Rivevos Ephraim (Vol. 10 235:5), who was ordained by R’ Moshe
Feinstein, cites an interesting story. When R’ Moshe visited the Chazon
Ish for Pesach, he asked what minhag he should follow for the Seder
Plate. Chazon Ish responded that the arrangement didn’t matter so he
should arrange the plate as he pleased, since there are many divergent
customs, each which its particular reasons for arrangement. Nitei Gavriel
(Pesach:66, note 3) is astounded by this response. However, Nifei
Gavriel seems conflicted as he quotes, but doesn’t question, a contrasting
custom of the Hisorerus Teshuvah who followed Rama’s arrangement
for the first Seder, but then Arizal’s at the second.

The Chazon Ish and Hisorerus Teshuvah provide room for flexibility as
their opinions indicate the order is not exclusive to establishing one’s

? Editor’s note: Many people do use the items on the Seder Plate for the mitzvos,
but supplement them with other supplies so that everyone will have a small
portion of Seder-Plate mitzvah along with the outside supply to equal the
minimum amount needed for the mitzvah. It could be that these same people use
the “parking-lot” Seder Plates that accommodate the matzos underneath the
other items.

For other possible justifications of those who keep the matzos off the Plate, see
HaSeder HaAruch 15:5.

~ 46 ~



Section III; The Seder

custom to be like either the Rama or Arizal. This leaves room for the
new, hybrid custom that removes the matzos from the plate.

Conclusion

In this article we have reviewed the traditional opinions of the Rama and
Arizal, both of which include matzah on the Seder Plate. I have
attempted to justify the custom for the many families today that place the
matzah in a cover on the table instead of on the plate. Whether the
rationale I provided is the reason for the change in custom, or there is a
practical reason, such as the matzos being too large for the plate, the fact
remains there is a custom in practice today that is not accounted for in
the Poskim.

Whatever your custom, let us hope that we will all celebrate the next
Pesach together with Mashiach and see where he places the matzah.
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Kiddush at the Seder

Reuven Kaplan

What is the connection between Kiddush and “v hotzeisi,” the first of the
four expressions of Geulah?

Kiddush is sanctification of the holiday, done over a cup of wine, and in
the case of the Pesach Seder, being the first cup of wine. It is done by the
Jewish people whom Hashem has commanded to sanctify themselves.

In the beginning of parshas Kedoshim Hashem says that the Jewish
people have to be holy: Kedoshim tihyu, and right after that it talks about
arayos, the separation from illicit relationships. Rabbi Meir Simchah of
Dvinsk, the Ohr Sameach, connects this idea with the kiddush. He quotes
Chazal who state that even though the Jewish people were affected
negatively by their Egyptian neighbors and lowered themselves to the
49th level of tumah, they still never transgressed the commandment of
arayos (and it was not even commanded to them yet). Egyptians were
very promiscuous and immoral, yet the Jewish people never became like
that. R” Meir Simchah suggests that it is this special kedushah that saved
the Jewish people. There are four expressions of redemption in the Torah
(arba loshonos shel geulah) that correspond to the four cups of wine.
The first cup, kiddush, corresponds to “v’hotzeisi” — “and 1 will take you
out.” We were worthy of being taken out from Egypt due to our special
sanctification of separation of arayos, that made us worthy of being
redeemed. As we are holy on this night by keeping this commandment,
we are able to sanctify this night through kiddush.
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No Berachah of She’asa Nissim at the Seder
Moshe Kravetz

During this year’s Chanukah Sugya of our Kehillah’s Shivti program we
learned about the importance of the concept of persumi nisa. According
to the Gemara and Shulchan Aruch, if someone does not have an
opportunity to light Chanukah lights that night, he may recite the
berachah of She’asa Nissim just by seeing someone else’s menorah and
fulfill his obligation as birchas hariah because he is acknowledging the
miracle. (There are different opinions and parameters beyond the scope
of this writing — see Shivti kuntress, week of Parshas Vayishlach.)

This led me to wonder why we do not make the berachah of She’asa
Nissim at the Seder. Although we say the Hagadah that recounts the
miracles, I felt that we should have a dedicated berachah acknowledging
the miracles as we do on Chanukah and Purim.

In discussing this with the Rosh Chaburah, Rabbi Ori Milrod, his insight
was that She’asa Nissim was instituted specifically on Chanukah and
Purim, as the military victory could plausibly be attributed to teva — a
natural turn of events. As such, Chazal wanted to make it known that
Hashem performed a miracle for us, so they instituted the berachah of
She’asa Nissim and Al HaNissim. On the other hand, the makkos and
events leading up to and including Yitzias Mitzrayim were
unequivocally from Hashem and there was no need for a special
berachah of She’asa Nissim.

R’ Yaakov Grossman subsequently showed me a Rav Tzadok (Pri
Tzaddik, Zos Chanukah, Page 176) who quotes the Kedushas Levi asking
this very question. Rav Tzadok answers that on Pesach we say the
berachah of Asher Ge’alanu because the main goal and purpose of
Yitzias Mitzrayim was the geulah that occurred on that night. While it is
certainly true that there were miracles involved in Yitzias Mitzrayim, if
not for the geulah we would still be in Mitzrayim and would not have
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reached the goal of Matan Torah — and would not even be at the Seder.
Therefore, the berachah of Asher Ge’alanu is more appropriate. As
opposed to Chanukah, where there were miracles but no Geulah; the
main emphasis is on the miracles that occurred to our forefathers in those
days, and therefore She ‘asa Nissim is more appropriate.

After doing further research, I found an Aruch HaShulchan (Orach
Chaim, 473:2-3) that really encapsulates some of the points of the other
two answers above, while adding a new dimension.

The Tur writes that we do not make the berachah of She’asa Nissim at
the Seder because we will say it later in the Hagadah; meaning that just
as we make the berachah on Chanukah and Purim, it is obvious that we
should on Pesach as well, but because of the fact that in the Hagadah we
discuss all the miracles and wonders and then we make the berachah of
Asher Ge’alanu at the end of Maggid, this is like making the berachah of
She’asa Nissim, and there is no need for two berachos. However, he asks,
this reason is not enough, as by the Megillah, we make the berachah of
She’asa Nissim before reading the Megillah, and another berachah after
the Megillah (Harav Es Riveinu), so if we say two there, why do we not
say two here?

The Aruch HaShulchan first mentions an answer offered by the Maharil.
The Maharil said one only makes the berachah of She’asa Nissim on a
Mitzvah Derabanan, which means that we would make the berachah on
Purim and Chanukah, but not on Pesach which is DeOraisa. The Aruch
HaShulchan writes that he does not understand this answer, so he offers
what he thinks is the true answer. The Rabbis, who instituted and
formulated the Berachos, only established Berachos when we are
blessing Hashem for commanding us to do THIS mitzvah, such as eating
Matzah, sitting in the Succah, blowing Shofar. They did not make
Berachos out of the mitzvah itself. As we are commanded in the Torah to
tell about the miracles of the night, and THIS is the mitzvah of the night,
if we had a berachah which would in fact amount to fulfilling the same
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obligation (remembering and mentioning the miracles) it would be a
berachah composed of a mitzvah DeOraisa. The Rabbanan did not make
this type of berachah. Only by a mitzvah DeRabanan could they
formulate such a berachah.
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Lavan '
Chaim Sugar

“Go and learn what Lavan, the Aramean, attempted to do to our father
Yaakov... Lavan attempted to uproot everything, as it is said: An
Aramean attempted to destroy my father. Then he descended to Egypt... "
The Aruch HaShulchan, in his explanation of the Hagadah on this
section, notes that the Hagadah then begins to analyze this verse and
begins with, “Then he descended to Egypt.” The Hagadah does not
attempt to explain the words, “An Aramean attempted to destroy my
father.” He explains that this is because it would take much effort and
space to explain where in the Torah we find that Lavan wanted to destroy
the Jewish people. The Aruch HaShulchan interprets the Hagadah’s
instruction to “Go and learn” as our obligation to study the Torah’s
narrative regarding Lavan and discover Lavan’s true character.

The pasuk “An Aramean attempted to destroy my father” is in Devarim
26:5. Rashi there explains this phrase to mean that Lavan attempted to
destroy all when he gave chase after Yaakov left Lavan’s house,
applying the term Aramean to Lavan. The Seforno explains that the verse
refers to Yaakov;, Yaakov was a lost Aramean. The Chizkuni also
interprets the term Aramean as referring to Yaakov. The Rashbam,
however, explains that the verse refers to Avraham as the lost Aramean.
Clearly, determining what and who is referred to by this phrase requires
the expenditure of much time and energy.

The Maharal asks why the Hagadah focuses on Lavan instead of Eisav,
who the Torah makes clear wanted to kill Yaakov. This same question is
asked in a peirush on the Hagadah called Marba LeSapeir, written by a
son of the Korban Nesanel. They both give a similar answer: Eisav’s
hatred for Yaakov had a basis, at least in Eisav’s mind. Yaakov took the

! Based on a Chumash shiur given by Harav Yisroel Dovid Schlesinger in 5771.
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bechorah from Eisav and stole the berachos from Yitzchak. However,
Lavan’s hatred for Yaakov had no basis. It was completely irrational, a
type of hatred far worse than Eisav’s.

The Halachos Ketanos asks how it was possible for Lavan to harbor such
hatred toward his own family, to destroy all, even his own daughters and
grandchildren. So, what did Lavan want? What was driving his hatred?
And where does the Torah present the motivation for Lavan’s hatred?
The answer begins with Bereishis 31:30. Yaakov leaves Lavan’s house
and Lavan gives chase. When he catches Yaakov, one of Lavan’s
complaints is that Yaakov left Lavan to go to his father’s house and
Yaakov stole Lavan’s idols. The Sefer Maasaeh Hashem asks why Lavan
needed to mention that Yaakov is going to his father’s house. Lavan’s
complaint was about his idols. That is all Lavan should have mentioned.
Why did it make a difference to Lavan where Yaakov was headed? The
Sefer Maasaeh Hashem answers that Lavan’s goal was to get Yaakov to
serve avodah zarah. Had Yaakov stolen the idols and run away with
them somewhere other than to his father’s house, Lavan would have been
fine with that. Why? Because as long as Yaakov had the idols in his
possession, Lavan had hope that Yaakov would be drawn to them. But if
Yaakov is going to the house of his father where the idols would
certainly not be tolerated and would be destroyed, then Yaakov had no
need for the idols. So Lavan wants to know why Yaakov took them.
Continues the Maasaeh Hashem, this is what it means that Lavan wanted
to “uproot everything.” Lavan’s goal was not to physically destroy his
family and children, but rather to have them give up their belief in
Hashem.

This is also why, in Bereishis 42:2, Yaakov tells his sons to go to
Mitzrayim to buy food “so that we will live and not die.” Yaakov could
have sent his sons to Lavan to get food, but Yaakov wanted to ensure
that they “live and not die,” that his sons stay alive in this world and also
not “die,” not lose their Olam HaBa. Going to Lavan would certainly
have put their Olam HaBa in danger.
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In pasuk 31:53, after the peace agreement made between Lavan and
Yaakov, the Torah mentions Lavan’s shevuah that “The G-D of
Avraham, the god of ... and the god of ...” Rashi on that pasuk writes
that the first use of the word Hashem is kodesh, holy, and the next two
are chol, profane. There are other meforshim that explain that the first is
kodesh, the second profane, and the third a combination of the two. The
Toras Gavriel, a peirush on Chumash published about 107 years ago by
the Rav of Boston, Massachusetts, asks why the Torah has to mention
Lavan’s shevuah, especially since he used profane names for the deity,
the same names he used for his idols. The Toras Gavriel tells us that the
point the Chumash is making is to show the nefarious nature of Lavan.
Even after agreeing to live peaceably with Yaakov and setting up a
monument to this peace agreement, Lavan still uses trickery and slyness
to get Yaakov to at least acknowledge the veracity of the idols.
Therefore, when making the shevuah, Lavan begins with a holy name for
Hashem, but follows that with the inclusion of profane names, either two
profane against one holy according to Rashi or a name that is a
combination of the holy and profane. Why is Lavan doing this? Because
if he gets Yaakov to say that he agrees with the shevuah as Lavan
worded it, then Lavan would have been victorious in getting Yaakov to
agree to the existence of other gods. Lavan’s hope is that if Yaakov
accepts Lavan’s wording, then even if Yaakov himself does not really
accept the idols, maybe his children will be influenced by Yaakov’s
inaction.

So, how does Yaakov respond? He could have answered that he agrees to
swear by the G-D of Avraham. But no! Yaakov swears by the Fear of
Yitzchak. Once Lavan used the Holy Name together with the profane,
Yaakov refused to participate. Yaakov understood exactly what Lavan
was trying to accomplish. This idea is rooted in the Haftarah for Parshas
Bamidbar. The Haftarah is from Hoshea chapter 2, and in pasuk 18 says
that it will be that you will call me “my Husband and you will no longer
call me my Master.” The word used for Master is Baal). The Radak
explains that even though calling Hashem with the word Baal was
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acceptable in the past, once it began to be used by idol worshippers, it
could no longer be used for the Holy Name.

Ok, so now it is over and Lavan gives up. Nope. In pasuk 32:1, it says
that after all this Lavan got up in the morning and “.. .kissed his sons and
his daughters and blessed them...” The Chafetz Chaim asks why Lavan
did not also kiss Yaakov. He points out that at this point, Lavan has
given up on converting Yaakov but is still trying to make an impression
on his daughters and grandchildren, still attempting to persuade them to
recognize the validity of his idols and still trying to “kill everything”, i.e.
the kedushah of Klal Yisrael.

Of course there are many other examples of Lavan’s evil nature.

However, to understand all of them in the Torah, one must “go and
learn.”
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Your Protective Wall !
Moshe Rock

We say in the Hagadah: If Hashem would have split the sea for the
Jewish people when they left Egypt, but they would not have passed
through on dry land, "Dayeinu," it would have been enough. The
commentators are bothered. What would splitting the sea have done if we
could not pass through? The Sefer L'hodot U'lshabeach explains that the
key word here is "dry land." The author of the Hagadah is saying that it
would have been enough if Hashem would have split the sea, and the
Jewish people would have passed through on a muddy surface. Hashem
is so kind, however, that He even made a nice dry surface so that the
Jews could enjoy the experience even more. Noticing the details of
Hashem's kindnesses is a great praise to Him.

We have to look deeper into our blessings, and appreciate every aspect of
them.

At the end of every Tefillah we recite the Aleinu prayer, which begins:
9971 MR NAWY WY, It is incumbent upon us to praise the Master of All.
The Chida brings from Rabbeinu Hai Gaon that this Tefillah is so special
that 02Wwaw Mnaws 92 9 7991 R ynd 1A PR, There is no greater
praise that we can give to our Creator. It is above any praise that could
be uttered in this world. Therefore, he says, it should be said slowly and
with intent.

The Kol Bo brings from the Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer that Aleinu was
composed by Yehoshua Ben Nun, who knew how to praise Hashem. Due
to its elevated status, it needs to be said while standing up.

! Adapted with permission from Emuna Daily, a project of Yeshiva Ateres
Shimon, Far Rockaway, NY.
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We get to say this wondrous Tefillah three times a day. The Nefesh
Shimshon explains with a parable why our Rabbis put it at the end of the
Tefillah. If a man had permission to go into the king's treasure house, and
take whatever he could grab, there would probably be some
unscrupulous individuals waiting outside to try and steal something from
him. Therefore, he would need a protective covering to keep his treasure
safe. That is how it is whenever we pray. We walk out of every Tefillah
with treasures of wealth, and the evil forces want to rob us of them. Our
Rabbis know that saying Aleinu, ending the prayers with a praise to
Hashem of that magnitude, will put a protective wall around us, and
prevent the damaging forces from taking anything.

Thus, the Seder HaYom writes, that saying Aleinu is a segulah for
protection. It protects a person from harm that could have come upon
him that day. We do not realize the wealth that we have in the words of
our prayers. Knowing how valuable appreciating Hashem is, we should
continue the service throughout our day. The more blessings we can find
to say thank you for, the greater the service is.

A man who had his first baby girl after being married for one year asked
Rav Shach, z¢"l, if he needed to make a Kiddush to celebrate and thank
Hashem. Rav Shach asked him, "If this child had been born to you after
eight years of waiting, would you make a Kiddush?" "Of course," the
man said, "What a simchah that would be!" So, Rav Shach told him,
"Hashem was so kind to you. He saved you eight years of waiting. Does
that deserve any less of a celebration and thank-you to Him?"

We do not need to be lacking something first to appreciate it. People who
are thinking deeply are constantly appreciating all of the kindnesses that
Hashem is giving them. The more we realize what we have, the more we
can thank and praise Hashem for it.
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A Kosher Bris Milah'!
Shimon Weichbrod

There is a very famous question posed by the Rambam on the story of
Dinah and Shechem, in which the brothers set up the residents of
Shechem by first imposing milah on them, and then coming in on the
third day after the milah to wipe them out.

The Rambam asks the question: How did the Shevatim have the right to
kill out all of Shechem, if only one person is guilty — why should the
entire city be punished? Shimon and Levi should only have had the right
to kill Shechem (and maybe his father, Chamor), but what was the rest of
the city guilty of?

The Rambam answers that the residents of the city had the responsibility
to set up a court system that would have tried Shechem and punished him
accordingly. Therefore, the residents of the city were guilty of one of the
Sheva Mitzvos Bnei Noach — of setting up a court system. And, as we
know, a ben Noach that violates one of the Mitzvos Bnei Noach is subject
to capital punishment.

Rav Yehoshua Aharon Tzvi Weinberger, the Av Bais Din of Worgarten,
and cited in the sefer Kemotzei Shallal Rav, questions the approach of the
Rambam. Once the people of Shechem had a bris, they were no longer
Bnei Noach, but rather had the status of Yisraelim. If so, once again, we
have the problem of why were they subject to death?

! The Hagadah teaches us that Bnei Yisrael merited yetzias Mitzrayim through
the blood of their bris milah. This dvar Torah digresses to discuss a bris milah
that was not performed properly.

~58 ~



Section IV: The Seder

He answers, as follows: in the parshah of milah, the Torah states the
following (Bereishis 17:13):

107y 113 D033 "0 T 902 NI AR T iy | e

We derive from there that only a 997 is eligible to be %%, that is, only
someone who is already properly circumcised can perform a bris.
Therefore, the brissim that the residents of Shechem performed were
invalid, and they never became Jewish. They were still Bnei Noach, and
thus responsible for holding Shechem accountable for what he did. If so,
Shimon and Levi still had a right to kill them.

He goes on to prove this from the pasuk itself, which states (Bereishis
34:13-15):

DONY APT DX XRY WK I 7702 VAN WG DN 0% DY 2P 33 AN
n 2 7 12 WK UKD 10ME Y 107 A7 1273 NiY? 221 N7 DN 1
2921 92 027 1% 1n2 1R oX 027 NIXI NNTR R 117 X7

He examines the words of the last pasuk. The Bnei Yaakov were telling
Shechem: if you want to intermarry with us, you would need to be mahul
like us, by having the bris be performed according to Halachah.
However, they worded it in a way that made it sound like only the action
of milah was required.

Furthermore, says Rav Weinberger, it would seem that Rashi is trying to
highlight this for us. Rashi on the word %32 (cunning) defines it as
mmoma (wisdom). What, asks Rav Weinberger, is Rashi adding with this
definition. Is there really a difference between “cunning” and “wisdom”?
Both indicate that the brothers had ulterior motives. In fact, it would
seem that ;17n is more appropriate — they tricked Shechem. Where was
the chachmah?* However, with the pshat provided, this makes a lot of

> In fact, Artscroll’s Rashi translation points out that in all of Neviim and
Kesuvim, be 'mirmah always means with deceit, but that in Chumash Rashi and
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sense. The brothers were using a specific chachmah to trick Shechem
into an invalid bris milah. The chachmah was that the Bnei Yaakov gave
the correct answer on how the milah should be performed, but Shechem
and his father did not interpret it correctly.

While this is a very nice pshat, there was still something that bothered
me with the basic explanation of the Rambam. Granted that the Bnei
Noach are required to set up a court system and try offenders. However,
Shechem and Chamor were royalty — they ran the city of Shechem. How
could its residents be responsible for what the monarchy did? (I doubt the
city of Shechem had an impeachment process written into their
constitution).

So, the question then returns, how were the sons of Yaakov correct in
punishing the entire city of Shechem for what one person did?’

I think the Torah shows us another aspect of this chachmah that the sons
of Yaakov exhibited. When Yaakov’s sons chose bris milah as the only
option for marrying into the family, they could have asked only that the
family of Shechem perform this action. Instead, they asked that the entire

Onkelos always translate it as be ‘chachmah (see also Bereishis 27:35 - 82 8™
AN RN AV ).

* 1 found this question asked by the Gur Aryeh. He questions how the city could
have done anything to its monarchs, and at most they are an oneis and therefore
cannot be held responsible. He answers that Shechem and Yaakov were
considered to be independent countries, as the pasuk states when Chamor and
Shechem were talking to their townspeople (Bereishis 34:22): 317 IR> NXT2 IR
10701 07 WK 127 22 17 P02 ToR ov? nivaY AR n2w; owiRg. He promised them
that they would “become one people.” This must mean that Yaakov and
Shechem were always considered two distinct peoples. If that is the case, says
the Gur Aryeh, this is tantamount to a declaration of war, by forcing Yaakov,
with the abduction of Dinah to come to an agreement. If it is a war, the sons of
Yaakov had every right to defend themselves against the entire city of Shechem
and are then justified in wiping out the city. The only problem with this answer
is that it does not fit in with the Rambam’s explanation that we began with — it
has nothing to do with whether or not the people of Shechem were responsible
for enforcing the law.
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city would join in too. Shechem and Chamor, being the rulers of the city,
had two options: they could force the entire city to cooperate (on the
punishment of death) or they could talk the residents into joining. The
real difference is who really wielded the power in Shechem, was it the
people or the monarchy.

We get the answer a few pesukim later (Bereishis 34:20):
SMRD DY IR PR 11270 07V WY IR 912 22vh g X2

And then in pasuk 24:

Y WY ORE 92 127 92 1917 110y WY ORE® 2 112 0w 9R) 1ing DR wnen
It is clear from the pesukim that Shechem and Chamor had to talk the
residents into complying, and that it could not have happened if the
residents did not agree.*
This then, was the proof that the sons of Yaakov needed to determine
that the entire city of Shechem was culpable for not bringing Shechem to
justice. So the second level of chachmah that they exhibited was the way

they set up the test, so that only the people that were guilty would also be
weakened by performing the bris milah.

* It also seems that this could be hinted at from the seemingly superfluous words
of the pasuk, right after Chamor and Shechem come to Yaakov: w17 0% X9
PAR M2 93m 7223 XM 2PY? 123 vO0 °2 1373 niwy?: What difference does it make
that Shechem was the most honored of his father’s house - unless this has to do
with the influence he could have on the city’s residents.
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Tips to Improve Your Worrying
Label Cooper

Chances are there are probably at least five or ten things at the top of
your worry list at any given time, which really have you concerned
about your family’s future or your own. Consider this:

L2 MTIND DPX9DN PVNIN PN
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DONYs M1 >3] DI9ZN 9N 9N ND NN Y
1PV NN DY NOWYY Ni1vD

In the Nishmas prayer recited on Shabbos, the above quantifies the
number of fovos (favors) that Hashem does for us. How many are there?

1) ﬂbl:{ a thousand.

2) ﬂbN times (implied) a thousand... (that’s one million so far).

3) ’Q?ZS times thousands.

4) D’D?l_‘{ times thousands (so that’s millions of the above million, 12
zeros, so we’re up to multiple trillions so far).

5) 727), Starts with a vav, so this is a new count: translation — and tens
of thousands.

6) Tﬁ:l;l'] times tens of thousands (so this new count is up to multiples

of an 8 zero number), meaning further hundreds of millions.
...but what’s the need for adding this new count, which is anyways
smaller than the aforementioned multiple trillions?

7) OV, number of repeated occurrences of the above... In other

words, hundreds of millions of times, the multiple trillions noted above
are “repeated.”
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Now answer this question: Can you make a sizeable list of all the things
that you ever worried about that actually turned out so, and confirmed
that your particular worry was indeed accurate?

OK, then how about a small list — like ten or twenty?

Take your time. Suggestion - If your list is three items or less, that
probably means one of the following, either:

- You keep worrying about the things that don’t end up going
wrong.

- You aren’t worrying about nearly enough things.

- Or you should worry about things NOT included in the above
list, and thus are more likely to go wrong.
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Waiting to Begin Chazaras HaShatz
Rabbi Abba Zvi Naiman

I. Waiting to begin chazaras hashatz

In a minyan where the men daven unrushed, it is possible that many will
still be davening Shemoneh Esrei when the baal tefillah is ready to begin
chazaras hashatz. How many men must be available for answering his
berachos for the baal tefillah to be permitted to begin?

The Shulchan Aruch rules: (Orach Chaim 124:4, based on Teshuvos
HaRosh 4:19):

AR NIYY IR 720w mMo12% P pinw oa v Yapn ,avena ann e'wwd
19027 P22 NPAY 217P 1PNIDN2Y 2IMon 0 PR aR)

When the shaliach tzibur is repeating the tefillah, the congregation must
be silent and concentrate on the berachos that the chazzan is reciting
and respond Amen. And if nine people are not concentrating on his
berachos, his berachos are close to being in vain.

This should make it obvious that if there are not nine men who have
finished Shemoneh Esrei available to answer the chazzan’s berachos, he
may not begin chazaras hashatz.

However, Shulchan Aruch states elsewhere (ibid. 55:6):

12DR LW RYIW IR O7AY MAYH 9197 1KY 1727 99007 SOwvan TR 2hN0 ox)
:QNNY AYYN 30

If one of the ten began to daven on his own so that he cannot answer with
[the others], or he is sleeping, he nevertheless can combine with [the
others].

This halachah apparently contradicts the previously-cited one since it
does not require nine men to answer the chazzan’s berachos; for one of
the nine congregants is either davening or sleeping.
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The most well-known answer to this contradiction is presented by the
Shulchan Aruch HaRav (55:7), who explains that the two rulings of the
Shulchan Aruch apply to different cases. In Siman §55, the Shulchan
Aruch is ruling that in order to answer kaddish or borchu nine men are
not needed; but when he rules in Siman §124 that it is necessary for nine
men to be able to answer the chazzan, he is referring to chazaras
hashatz. And the Shulchan Aruch HaRav there (124:6) explains that this
is so because the institution of chazaras hashatz was made for someone
who is unable to recite Shemoneh Esrei himself to fulfill his obligation
by hearing the chazzan’s recitation; and this is effective only when there
are nine men following the recitation. Hence, even if everyone in the
minyan has davened a silent Shemoneh Esrei, it is nevertheless necessary
to carry out this institution with nine men listening to the entire recitation
of the chazzan." This distinction is made by the Pri Megadim
(Mishbetzos Zahav 47:4), Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (20:2), Ben Ish Chai
(Vayechi §5), and Kaf HaChaim (55:48), among others.”

However, Maharil (§150), cited by Magen Avraham (55:8), has another
approach to this contradiction. He claims that even though the Rosh
holds that we cannot begin chazaras hashatz without nine men available
to answer, this is not the custom. Accordingly, Magen Avraham rules
that the ruling of Shulchan Aruch in Siman §55 applies to chazaras
hashatz, as well as to answering kaddish or borchu. This approach is
accepted by Elyah Rabbah (Zuta 55:3), Siddur Derech HaChaim, and
Daas Torah (55:5).

An intermediate approach is suggested by the Taz (55:4). In Siman §124,
the Shulchan Aruch is stating the preferred practice; i.e. for chazaras

' See Igros Moshe (Orach Chaim Vol. IV §19) for a detailed explanation of how
nowadays we have to replicate the original institution through having nine men
listening even if everyone is able to recite their own Shemoneh Esrei.

2 According to R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z "/ (cited by Ishei Yisrael Chapter
15 note 11), this is also the view of Mishnah Berurah 55:32. But cf. Tzitz Eliezer
(Vol. 12 9:7) and Piskei Teshuvos (§55 note 94).
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hashatz, as well as for kaddish and borchu, it is preferable to have nine
men available to answer. The ruling in Siman §55, though refers to where
this is difficult; in this case, it is permitted even if there will not be nine
men answering.

Based on the above, most Poskim hold that the chazzan may not begin
chazaras hashatz unless there are nine men available to hear and answer
his berachos. But for Maariv, when the chazzan recites kaddish after the
silent Shemoneh Esrei, it is not necessary to have nine men answer.

Now, in the latter case, the Shulchan Aruch ruled only that if one of the
ten men is not available to answer, it is permitted to recite kaddish or
borchu. But what is the law if more than one member of the minyan is
still in Shemoneh Esrei or sleeping? May the chazzan recite kaddish in
this case as well?

The Mishnah Berurah (55:32) first cites the view of Elyah Rabbah (55:7)
and Derech HaChaim that as long as most of them, i.e. six men, have
finished davening, the chazzan may begin. But he then says that others
(Chayei Adam 29:1 and Be’er Heiteiv 55:9) rule stringently that if more
than one is still davening the chazzan may not begin.” And he concludes
that this entire discussion refers to members of the minyan who are still
davening. But if more than one is sleeping under no circumstances
should the chazzan begin since many Poskim do not accept any
leniencies regarding counting a sleeping person as part of the quorum.*

It thus emerges that when it comes to beginning chazaras hashatz, under
normal circumstances the chazzan should definitely wait for nine men to

* See the reasoning for this view in Magen Avraham (55:8). The dissenting view
is based on Teshuvos Maharalbach (§15), cited by Magen Avraham.

* Aruch HaShulchan (55:13) explains that someone who is davening is at least
involved in Heavenly matters, unlike a sleeping person who is equivalent to a
corpse at the time.
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be ready to answer his berachos. However, in an extenuating
circumstance — e.g. there are exactly ten men in the minyan and one just
began his Shemoneh Esrei’ — we can rely on the view that the leniency of
Siman §55 applies to chazaras hashatz as well as to answering borchu
and kaddish. However, it would be a stretch to use this leniency if more
than one is still davening since there is a dispute if the leniency applies
for more than one person even to recite kaddish or borchu.® [But in case
of an extreme circumstance — e.g. one of the men has to absolutely leave
for work or carpool and waiting for all ten to finish would not
accomplish anything — it is worth considering whether it possible to
combine the various leniencies and begin chazaras hashatz if there are as
few as six men available to answer.’]

I1. Learning during chazaras hashatz

While we are on the topic of chazaras hashatz, let’s discuss the issue of
whether it is permitted to study Torah during that time. Now, if there are
only ten people finished Shemoneh Esrei, based on what we have learned
it is obvious that none of the nine listeners may choose not to listen and

> He shouldn’t have. Because he could have been counted as one of the ten men
had he waited and begun his Shemoneh Esrei with the chazzan (see Ishei Yisrael
ibid. note 17, quoting R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z /).

® Chayei Adam (ibid.) states clearly that it applies only in the case of one person
still davening. Tzitz Eliezer (ibid.) also apparently rules leniently only for one
person still davening. And this certainly would not apply if the tenth person is
engaged in idle chatter.

” This is not so simple because those Poskim might hold that on that day it is just
not possible to have a chazaras hashatz, rather than combing multiple
leniencies. It also must be determined what to do in a very small community,
which could not have a daily minyan if they were forced to wait for ten men to
begin chazaras hashatz. But the multiple leniencies certainly should not be used
as a matter of course on a daily basis in a place that already has a minyan and
just wants to add other minyanim for convenience or to increase its membership
base.
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instead study Torah.® But how about if there are plenty of men listening?
Is it permitted then for someone to use this time for Torah study?

We again cite the Shulchan Aruch (124:4) where he rules: When the
shaliach tzibur is repeating the tefillah, the congregation must be silent
and concentrate on the berachos that the chazzan is reciting and respond
Amen. And he states further (124:7): One may not engage in idle talk
when the shaliach tzibur is repeating the Shemoneh Esrei. And if he did
talk, he is a sinner, his transgression it too big to bear, and we should
chastise him.

This halachah clearly refers to idle talk. How about Torah study,
particularly when it is done through reading from a sefer without any
speech at all? The Magen Avraham (124:8) cites two opinions about this
matter. First, the Rama MiPano (Teshuvos §102) writes regarding those
who learn during chazaras hashatz or say tachanunim, if they pay
attention to the end of each berachah to answer Amen we should not
protest. However, the Magen Avraham concludes: But in Sefer Vavei
HaAmudim he did contest them,’ and Magen Avraham cites a support to
this stringent view.

® We obviously cannot apply the reasoning of the Aruch HaShulchan cited
above (note 4) that since Torah study is also a Heavenly matter, the learner can
still count as part of the quorum. For someone who is still davening has no
choice but to continue davening; but the Torah learner can and should simply
stop his learning.

® Vavei HaAmudim was written by R’ Sheftel, the son of the Shl”a HaKadosh.
In the passage cited by the Magen Avraham, he says that he commonly chastises
people who recite techinos during chazaras hashatz, stating that their requests
will certainly not be granted and whatever they had will be taken from them. He
then adds that it is proper to protest and chastise people who learn during
chazaras hashatz because this learning is not lishmah.

R’ Chaim Kanievsky writes further (Orchos Yosher) that the Torah study of one
who learns the Parshah during chazaras hashatz or kaddish will not be
successful [°2%n 82 715 770], and it is possible that he is does not even fulfill his
obligation of shenayim mikrah [2130 TR Rp1 0°1Y] since it is a mitzvah that
came about through a trangresssion [77°2y2 7X277 MX¥n].
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The Shulchan Aruch HaRav (124:6) similarly writes that one should
chastise the people who learn or recite tachanunim during chazaras
hashatz even if they pay attention to the end of each berachah and
answer Amen properly, because the rest of the congregation will learn
from them not to listen to the shaliach tzibur and engage in idle chatter.
This conclusion of the Magen Avraham is accepted as well both by
Mishnah Berurah (124:17) '° and Aruch HaShulchan (124:9) without
citing any difference of opinion, and it is supported at length by /gros
Moshe (Orach Chaim Vol. 1V §19).

Until this point, we have seen only that one must refrain from Torah
study during chazaras hashatz in order to ensure that there will always
be nine men listening to carry out the Rabbinic institution created to help
someone who cannot daven himself. But R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
z”l (Halichos Shlomo 9:3) adds that even if there are certainly nine
people listening to the entire chazaras hashatz there is still an obligation
on the entire congregation to listen as well. For the Rabbinic institution
was for the congregation to repeat the Shemoneh Esrei just as there is an
obligation to hear the Torah reading. (He makes this analogy to prove
that even if someone missed hearing part of chazaras hashatz, e.g. he
was in his silent Shemoneh Esrei when the chazzan began, he is still
obligated to listen to the rest'").

' The Mishnah Berurah writes further (566:12) that it is not even proper to
collect tzedakah during chazaras hashatz because it distracts the people from
listening.

! See also Chazon Ish (Orach Chaim 137:5) who rules the same way. It is also
possible that the obligation to stand during chazaras hashatz is based on this
reasoning; for according to the first reason it might be necessary for only nine
listeners to stand. Unless you say that if some sit that too might weaken the
seriousness of chazaras hashatz for the others. And the same consideration
would apply to the well-known practice of the Rov, Rav Y. D. Soleveitchik z,
to stand with his feet together during chazaras hashatz. Either way, he would
certainly hold it forbidden to learn during that time.
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We have so far learned that one is prohibited to learn during chazaras
hashatz merely to uphold an institution that does not seem to be needed
anymore. However, in truth listening to chazaras hashatz is actually
productive even nowadays. For the Kaf HaChaim (124:2) explains that
for every Rabbinic institution, besides the rational reason given, there is
also a deeper, hidden reason that is not necessarily made public."* And
regarding this institution, the Arizal revealed to us that chazaras hashatz
is more important in having our prayers answered than our silent
Shemoneh Esrei. The Kaf HaChaim further (124:16) cites many other
sources proclaiming that one should not mix the accomplishments
derived from Torah study when it is time to accomplish through prayer."

So what should one do with his time during chazaras hashatz if he’s not
allowed to learn? Well, the Mishnah Berurah offers some advice from
the Shl”a HaKadosh (124:26): Place the Siddur before you and direct
your eyes and heart there, without looking outside; you will then be
assured of paying attention to each and every word.

'> This is why the Gemara states that a Beis Din may not abolish the institution
of a prior Beis Din unless it is greater in size and in wisdom; for even if it is
apparent that the rational reason for the institution no longer applies, they have
to be certain that there are no other, esoteric reasons that still might apply. We
have often spoken out the Michtav M’Eliyahu, who uses this principle to explain
how we can pray for a good judgment on both days of Rosh Hashanah when
nowadays we know which day is the Biblical Rosh Hashanah, which should
presumably be when we are judged.

B Aruch HaShulchan too writes simply (124:12): There is a time for Torah, and
there is a time for prayer. For a contemporary analysis of this topic, see R’
Shimshon Pinkus’s She’arim BaTefillah.

It is worth examining that if unlike the previous reason, this effect is not
possible unless one hears the entire chazaras hashatz, just as one must recite the
entire silent Shemoneh Esrei. And furthermore, this should prohibit even
thinking about a Torah matter, not just learning from a sefer.
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Bekias Yam Suf or Kerias Yam Suf
Michoel Keidar

In Parshas Beshalach we have one of the greatest miracles that occurred
to the Jewish nation, the Splitting of the Yam Suf. To express this great
miracle the Torah uses the term “bekia,” which means separation, as it
says in Shemos (14:16): 37¥p21 027 %Y 77 DX 701

It is interesting to note that while the Torah uses the term bekia to
describe the splitting of the Red Sea, it is more commonly known to us
as a keria, which literally means “tearing.” This is so because the
Gemara in several places, referring to this miracle, uses the term keria.
Two examples are well known:

(1) Pesachim (118a): 1Mmnm Pwp 1Y 12 VIR 2277 70w 220w 27 R
202 M0 27 7 Y PRdY w1 937 o N1 22007 710 20 nYUIRD OTR Yw. R’
Shizvi said in the name of R’ Elazar ben Azaryah: Parnasah is as
difficult as splitting the Yam Suf. For it is written (Tehillim 136:25),
“Who gives bread to each” and near that pasuk it is written (ibid.
136:13) “To the One Who divided the Yam Suf into parts. [See there for
other examples. ]

(2) Sotah (2a): MO O° NY™PD Y PYPY JAY M MK T 72 72 727 MK,
Rabbah bar bar Chanah said in the name of R’ Yochanan: It is difficult
to match them like the splitting of the Yam Suf.

We therefore wonder why Chazal use an expression that is different from
the one used in Torah. But first we need to ask what the difference is
between bekia and keria. 1t’s clear that Chazal wanted to point out the
special involvement (hashgachah pratis) of Hashem in making our
parnasah and shidduchim possible. It is indeed a miracle that people
have a parnasah and a shidduch. But perhaps there is another dimension
here, which is the hope that Hashem is watching over us and provides us
with all our needs even though this is a very “difficult” task (obviously
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not for Hashem, for us; to help us appreciate it, we call it “difficult”). If
that is the case, why do Chazal use the expression of keria, which is a
different term that the one used by the Torah?

Chidushei HaRim explains the difference between the expression bekia
used in the Torah and keria, which is the one used by Chazal, as follows:
Bekia refers to something that had always been complete (shalem) and
was then divided, whereas keria refers to something that was separated,
put together, and then separated again.'

R’ Shimon Schwab (in Maayan Beis HaSho eiva, Parshas Ki Seitzei)
brings an interested and important yesod (fundamental principle). In
many places and, in particular, in Parshas Mishpatim, the Written Torah
puts a strong emphasis in expressing midas HaDin (Hashem’s strict
judgement). For example, the pasuk states the punishment for someone
who injured another person (21:24): an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, a hand for a hand. However Hashem employs midas
Harachamim* On the other hand, the Oral Torah invokes Midas
Harachamim (Hashem’s mercy on His nation). Chazal therefore explain
that an eye for an eye actually refers to monetary payment, not a cruel
physical punishment. This is what we find, continues R’ Shimon
Schwab, in all cases deserving death penalty that are mentioned in the
Torah; for a Sanhedrin that executes a death penalty even only once in
seventy years is called “bloody” (Makkos 7a). In fact, it is almost
impossible for a court to ever execute someone. This is why Hashem is
called XM, the Merciful One in the Gemara. So it emerges that the Oral
Torah works with Hashem’s Midas HaRachmim, while the Written
Torah follows Midas HaDin.

! There is also a Halachic ramification to this idea. For instance, Rambam writes
(Hil. Shabbos 10:11): A person who separates papers or hides that are stuck
together is liable for performing a toladah of the melachah of tearing, koreia, if
his intent is not merely destructive. We see here too the term keria is used for
papers that were once separate and then glued together.

* See Bereishis Rabbah (12:15).
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Based on the aforementioned yesod of R’ Shimon Schwab we can
suggest that when Chazal make the comparison of having parnasah or
finding a shidduch to the splitting of the Yam Suf, they want to give us
hope that Hashem will help us in these pursuits. It is therefore very
appropriate to use the expression of keria, to demonstrate that all our
needs come from Hashem as a chesed. In addition, as explained above,
keria by definition is something that was already done. Since Hashem
provided for us over all previous generations, Chazal specifically point
out this idea in the Oral Torah, which is the manifestation of chesed.
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Kerias Yam Suf: Jumping In
Rabbi Paysach Diskind

In Parshas Beshalach, the Jewish people find themselves on the beach of
the Red Sea with the entire Egyptian army behind them ready to destroy
them. They turn to Hashem in prayer along with Moshe, their leader.
Hashem tells Moshe that they prayed enough; “Tell the people to travel
into the Sea.” The implication was that when they will travel into the Sea
they will be saved as in fact happened. The leaders of the people
followed by their people literally marched into the sea until they could go
no further and then the sea split forming a floor of dry land.

The question is, if Hashem accepted their prayers and was going to save
them why was it necessary for them to first travel into the sea and only
then the sea would split? Could Hashem not split the sea immediately?
What was the point of this challenge?

Before we return to this question I would like to share with you a game
that I played with my seven year old daughter. When entering our home
there is a small staircase of seven steps going up. I would place my
daughter on the third step up. I stood at the bottom with outstretched
arms ready to catch her. I then instructed her to jump into my arms. It
was a bit unnerving but with enough prompting and cajoling she jumped.
After practicing this a number of times I moved her up one step and
began the routine again. We continued this until she was able to jump off
the top step straight into my arms. This game generated an exhilarating
thrill. The reason for this exhilaration was that she was able to do
something that she would never have been capable of doing if she did not
have complete trust in her father. There is perhaps nothing more
exhilarating than going beyond your limits with the knowledge that you
will succeed. Furthermore, by throwing all her trust in her father she
created a very strong bond between herself and her father. That too can
be exhilarating.
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Let us return to our question. Why did Hashem want that we should start
marching into the sea if He was going to split it anyway?

With our Exodus from Egypt, Hashem was creating a people for
Himself. It was to be a nation where He and they would have an
inseparable relationship. To create such a strong bond it was necessary
that this people should be able to place their entire trust in their Director
and know that they can count on Him. Hashem therefore designed this
impossible situation thereby causing the people to jump into His waiting
Arms to be caught by Him. This experience embedded into the deepest
recesses of the Jewish soul the trust that we can have in Hashem and the
courage to do whatever Hashem wants from us. We have nothing to fear.
There is nothing that we cannot accomplish. All we need to do is act with
the knowledge that Hashem will make it work. Even if the result is
impossible to achieve we will succeed at that as well.
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This Cannot Be How It Ends! '
Daniel Menchel

As the Exodus reaches its climax, the Jews are cornered. They are on the
beach among the reeds, Red Sea lying in front of them, with the cloud of
the onrushing Egyptian army in the distance. Trapped, the people
despair. Yet before Hashem’s talks to Moshe, Moshe knows how to fix
the situation (14:13): ' YW DX IRTI 123207 RPA 98, Do not be afraid!
Stand and wait, and you’ll see God’s salvation...

How exactly did he know?

After they are saved, they sing the Song of the Sea. Curiously, Miriam
leads a separate rendition of gratitude, and the Jewish women follow her.
Curiously, because why was the Song of the Sea not enough? And
curious, because the she is identified in a highly unusual way (15:20-21):
PMn21 09903 PAON DWIT 22 INYM AT ART DY TN NINY 7230 070 mem
LD 02 WM, Miriam the prophetess, sister of Aharon, took an
instrument in her hand, and led the women with instruments and
dancing. And she responded to them...

She needs no introduction; we know exactly who she is. The specific
identifications, 18237 — the prophetess, 11aR NINR — sister of Aharon, are
odd. She was also sister to Moshe, and what of her capacity as a
prophetess? 077 1vm means she was responding — but to what?

Sensitive to this, Rashi remarks that it was the prophecy she experienced
when she was only Aharon’s sister; the prophecy of Moshe’s birth. In the

' The Shirah of Miriam is only two pesukim long in Parshas Beshalach. 1
always wondered why it was so brief; and what it really stood before, above and
beyond the straight pshat and Rashi. 1 found this incredible explanation in
Geshmak Torah (gtorah.com) and was profoundly affected by it. It is reprinted
here with permission of the author.
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buildup to his birth, foreseen by Pharaoh, he launched a campaign of
infanticide against Jewish boys. The Midrash records how Amram and
Yocheved, the Jewish leaders of the time, had separated, so as not to
suffer this terrible fate. Miriam had this prophecy, and persuaded them
by saying that they were worse than the decree itself, as they were
preventing the birth of girls too.

When she fell pregnant, the Egyptian military kept tabs on her — but
Moshe was born early. When he was born, the Torah describes his
appearance (2:2): X371 2iv °3 inR XM, which the Midrash says is the
same 21iv "3 as from the creation of light at the beginning of Creation —
and the entire house lit up.

But in spite of such a sign (2:2): 11987 7V 192> X9\, she could not hide
him any longer. After three more months, which would have been the
full term, the Egyptians were looking for her, to see what she had given
birth to. She had to abandon the child, prophesied about by her daughter.
She placed the boy into a box, and placed him in the river. The Torah
implies she could not bear to watch — and who could? What chances
would one give a child in a box in a crocodile infested river, in the
Egyptian heat, with the army looking for him no less?

The pasuk says (2:4): 2 apy> 7 7v77 PRn NNk a8nm, Miriam stood and
waited from afar, to know what would be of him... The emphasis is on
Miriam — Miriam stayed; when Yocheved would not. The thought
process is very simple — Miriam had not had a new prophecy, and she
was but a child herself. But there is one pure, overarching thought that
guides her: “This cannot be how it ends..!”

And she is not wrong. The daughter of the Jews’ oppressors shows up,
which would ordinarily be the absolute worst thing that could happen,
but she displays compassion for the boy, and takes him in. The ultimate
victory is clutched from the jaws of defeat itself.
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Years later, Moshe knew what to tell the Jews, because it had happened
before; it was the same story! One Jew and one Egyptian, among the
reeds, by the water, hope fading; all the Jews and all the Egyptians,
among the reeds, by the water, hope fading. It is the same. “This cannot
be how it ends..!” He tells them that he has been in this exact situation
before; so 371 12%°07 — Just watch!

Now, so many years after her prophecy, Moshe has saved their people,
and it is her celebration, more than theirs, because this is the conclusion

of her prophecy.

It emerges why 2 n 037 WM — it was her response, because it was her
they were learning from.

They had to learn her faith — “This cannot be how it ends..!”

Just watch.
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Shiur HaRav Y. D. Soloveichik z#”/
on Pesach Sheni and Parshas Behaaloscha
submitted by Rabbi Yehoshua Cheifetz '

Parshas Behaaloscha is one of the most difficult and puzzling Parshios.
For example, we don't understand the story of Miriam's criticism of
Moshe. It was Miriam, the devoted and loyal sister who as a little girl
stood alone on the shore of the Nile and watched the floating ark,
maintained her faith when all the adults had abandoned hope in Egypt.
How could such a sister turn into an accuser of Moshe? Why the
strictness and speed with which Hashem punished her? What is the
connection between this episode and the tragedy of the Kivros
HaTaavah?

Another difficulty is that Moshe went through many crises and stressful
moments. The worst of which was the golden calf experience which
threatened to terminate the very relationship between Hashem and Bnei
Yisrael. Yet he never despaired or complained. Quite the opposite, he
stood resolute to defend the people and argue their case. Chazal say that
Vayechal Moshe, as opposed to Vaeschanan or other forms of prayer,
emphasizes the element of strength and boldness of action and prayer,
that Moshe, kaviyachol, grabbed the corner of the garment of Hashem
and refused to let go until Hashem forgave the people. In the case of the
multitudes, the Asafsuf, we find Moshe saying things that he never said
before. He complains why Hashem placed the entire burden of the people
on him.

The most difficult problem of Behaaloscha is the apparent lack of
continuity of the stories contained in the Parshah. The Torah is always

"RCA Shiur in honor of Rabbi Klavan 6/74. This summary is copyright 1998 by
Dr. Israel Rivkin and Josh Rapps, Edison, N.J. Permission to reprint and
distribute, with this notice, is hereby granted. Thank you to Rabbi Cheifetz for
making this available to us.
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careful to completely narrate and develop a story. However in
Behaaloscha we do not know how many stories are told and how many
are completed. If we summarize the events of the Parshah we have the
Parshas HaMenorah, which according to Chazal, quoted by Rashi, is
really connected to Parshas Naso as a part of the Chanukas
HaMizbei’ach. So the first real story in the Parshah is that of Kedushas
HalLeviim. Next we have the story of Pesach in the second year and the
laws of Pesach Sheni for those that were unclean and could not offer the
Pesach in the right time. Where is the transition between Kedushas
Leviim and Pesach Sheni?

The next story is the description of the cloud guiding the people on their
journey. There is no transition between the Pesach story and the story of
the guiding cloud. Next the Torah tells us the commandment to fashion
trumpets to be used to signal the march and to assemble the people. Next
the Torah resumes the story of the marching formation of the tribes. Next
the Torah tells us the conversation between Moshe and Yisro, how
Moshe humbly extended an invitation to his father in law to join them on
their march to the Promised Land.

Next we have the Parshah of Vayehi Binsoa HaAron, two verses that are
surrounded by inverted letter nun's. The inverted letters are intended to
show that these verses are out of context. They would have fit beautifully
at the end of Parshas Pikudei where it describes how the cloud would
lead them. Why not put these verses at the end of Pikudei? Finally the
Torah tells us the tragic story of the Kivros Hataavah, those that
lamented the restrictions on relationships, stealing etc. They complained
simply because they had a desire that they could not fulfill. This story
could apply today as well. Kivros Hataavav can be translated as the
grave that the desires dig for man. The Parshah concludes with the story
of Miriam.
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Where is the unity of the Parshah? Each story appears incomplete.” The
Rav explained the unity of the stories of the Parshah and how the
inverted events indicate the inversion of Jewish History. Indeed, Chazal
view the tragic stories of Behaaloscha among the most compelling and
tragic.

The Chinuch says that Hashem commanded Moshe that the exodus will
culminate in two events, indicated by the words 177 ¥ 0°P987 NX 1172vn
i, You shall worship of Hashem on this mountain. The first was the
receipt of the Torah, since following the laws of the Torah is the ultimate
constant worshiping Hashem. The second was the construction of the
Mishkan. The Mishkan was constructed immediately after Moshe
descended with the /uchos and instructed them how to build the Mishkan.
Indeed, Hashem mentions right after the Asseres HaDibros the
commandment to build a mizbei’ach adamah, the second half of the
service they were to perform at Sinai.

The episode of the golden calf was a very critical event. Because of the
sin of the eigel, Moshe had to spend an extra eighty days on the
mountain in prayer. This delayed the construction of the Mishkan. The
construction of the Mishkan began immediately after Moshe came down
with the second /luchos. The work was completed on Rosh Chodesh
Nissan. Once the two objectives of Matan Torah and Binyan Mishkan,
the °pPX7 NX N72wN, were completed, there no longer was a reason for
camping in Midbar Sinai.

In Parshas Naso we read the final acts of dedication of the Mishkan with
the sacrifices of the elders of the tribes. The Torah then tells us about
Kedushas Leviim. In Parshas Tzav we were told about Kedushas
Kohanim. With the selection of the Leviim, all the prerequisites for the
Mishkan and its service were completed. They were ready to march on

* The Rav said that when he listened to Kerias HaTorah for Behaaloscha he felt
like a bee jumping from flower to flower accumulating a bit of sweet nectar at
each one.
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the 13th of Nissan, after the Nessiim brought their sacrifices. But the
cloud did not move, and the march was postponed till after Pesach.
Everyone knew that the stay of the Jews in the Sinai wilderness was
coming to a close. The Torah was given and the Mishkan was built. It
was time to resume the march.

However the march was delayed till after the Jews brought the Korban
Pesach. Those that were tamei approached Moshe and Hashem instructed
Moshe about Pesach Sheni. The continuity is perfect: Kedushas
HalLeviim was the last act at Sinai. They were ready to march but it was
too close to Pesach, so Hashem ordered them to bring the Korban
Pesach. All prerequisites had been met with the receipt of Torah and all
aspects of the dedication of the Mishkan were completed with the
dedication of the Leviim. They were ready to march into Eretz Yisrael.
All four of the ,m2W31 MNWY, terms of redemption, mentioned in Parshas
Va’eira, were completed with the receipt of the Torah and the Jews
becoming the chosen people of Hashem. All that was left was the
fulfillment of the fifth and final term of redemption — °*nXam — the
promise to usher the people into the land, and the stage was set for this to
be completed in a few days. In a short time they were expecting to enter
the Promised Land.

Next the Torah tells us the order they were to march in, who was to lead
and who was to bring up the rear. The story of the signal system and the
trumpets was very important. Moshe was the leader and he needed to be
able to communicate with the people. Hence, the discussion of the
trumpets and their uses. The Ark traveled before the people a distance of
three days. There was a mood of mobilization and rigid marching order
in the air. All conditions were met; the promise made to Abraham many
years before was poised to be fulfilled.’

* The Rav said that we must appreciate the emotional mood created by Kerias
HaTorah as much as, if not more than, the intellectual aspects of the Kerias
HaTorah. We must feel the events and the mood of the people.
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Moshe was excited. He was expecting great things. There is a great
excitement and expectation as the people prepare to enter the land. This
mood is seen in the conversation between Moshe and Yisro. After the
offering of the second Pesach and the people began to march, the people
felt that this was the final journey. The impression we get of his
conversation with Yisro is one of peace of mind and unqualified
assurance that they are on their way. No delays, no procrastinations, the
great event will happen right now. Moshe says MR 20N, we are
traveling, present tense, we are in the process of traveling to the land
right now. There are no more doubts, there are no questions as to
whether they will succeed on their march. In a few short days they will
receive the blessings of Hashem in the Promised Land. Moshe offered an
invitation to his father in law to join them in these wonderful events.

Moshe’s conversation with Yisro was not limited to his father-in-law.
Moshe was extending an invitation to all converts and the entire non-
Jewish world: come and join us! Chazal say that the verse "All streams
lead to the sea and the sea does not fill up" refers to the fact that there is
always room in Judaism to accept as many converts that truly wish to
embrace Judaism. As long as the non-Jew is ready to subject himself to
the same divine discipline that Bnei Yisrael accepted, they are welcome.
This is what we say in our tefillah on Rosh Hashanah: >12121 %2n »awy 95
YO, all inhabitants of the Earth, there is plenty of room to accommodate
committed converts in the Torah way of life.

There is something very moving about this Parshah: the simplicity with
which Moshe, the greatest of men and prophets speaks. He uses the first
person: We are traveling, we will do, etc. They were on their way to
enter the land and begin the Messianic era. Moshe was certain beyond
the shadow of a doubt that he will enter the Promised Land. He and the
entire congregation would be classified as the generation that left Egypt
and that entered the Promised Land. He was sure that he would see all of
Eretz Yisrael. There was no reason to pray as he did in Parshas
Va’eschanan. There was no doubt about his destiny. The entire conquest
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of the land would have taken a few days. There was no need to send
spies. Intelligence is needed if a person has doubts. There were no doubts
at that time. They were going to enter without difficulty. The Torah tells
us that the Ark traveled three days journey before them on the way to
their final destination, entry to Eretz Yisrael. As Rashi says, they traveled
the equivalent of a three-day journey in one day because Hashem was
anxious to usher them into Eretz Yisrael. At this point, prior to alienating
Hashem, they had no doubts and no need for spies. All Jews believed
that this was the consummation of their hopes. The cloud provided them
security on all sides from their enemies. Moshe said vayehi binsoa and
kuma Hashem etc. Why was this necessary? No one would have stood up
to them. In fact the only wars they fought were with Amalek and, 38
years later, with Sichon and Og. The next confrontation would have been
in Eretz Canaan. The two verses would have been in the right place
because they would have entered Eretz Yisrael right away.

The inverted nuns indicate the inverted destiny. They indicate that
something has changed, something is now out of its proper context. Had
the people entered the land with Moshe at the head, we never would have
been exiled and the Messianic era would have commenced with Moshe
as the Mashiach.

Neither Moshe nor the people expected anything to derail their march.
What happened? Nothing in particular. The multitude that was among
them felt a lust and a desire and the children of Israel wept etc. The
Torah tells us that this seizure by desire was evil and aroused the wrath
of Hashem, and also Moshe resented it, as it says: ¥1 qwn "2y, In the
eyes of Moshe it was evil. This brought the march to an end, and the
vision of Moshe as Mashiach and entry to Eretz Yisrael began to slip
away. Why did Moshe feel discouraged? Why didn't he offer prayers for
the people as he did in previous situations?

The sin of the golden calf was defensible because the people had just
been freed and they were overcome with the terror of the thought that
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Moshe was gone and they wanted the calf to be the substitute for Moshe.
There were mitigating circumstances. We must distinguish between the
act of idol worship and the pagan life style. We know that it is possible
for people to live like pagans without idol worship. Paganism is a way
and style of life.

The pagan way of life is in contradistinction to the Torah way of life.
The pagan life style lusts after unbounded and insatiable desire.
Unchecked desire is the worst characteristic that man can have. When
man reaches for the unreachable, he acts in the pagan way of life, which
goes beyond idolatry. The idol worship phase is short lived. Eventually
man will recognize that worship of this lifeless object has no purpose.
However the desire for a pagan way of life without shackles and controls
is much worse, because there is no check or limit to it. The pagan way of
life is the antithesis of Judaism which demands the ability to withdraw
and limit desire. The Torah describes the Jewish way of life in the
Parshas HaMan (manna) in Parshas Beshalach. The Torah says that
each person gathered what he needed. Those that accumulated more
received what they needed while those that gathered less were given
enough to satisfy their needs.

After this episode Moshe felt intuitively that his hopes to enter the land
would never be realized, even though the Meraglim episode had not yet
occurred and the edict of a 40-year sojourn had not yet been decreed.
When the people began to weep because of their desires, Moshe realized
that he would not enter the land. That is why he asked Hashem to kill
him if this is what he must put up with. This fits in well with the
prophecy of Eldad and Meidad that Moshe would die in the desert and
Joshua would distribute the land to the people. With this context, we see
how the Parshah of vayehi binsoa became dislocated as indicated by the
inverted nuns. Everything changed. The triumphant march became a 38-
year meander through the desert that ended with the death of Moshe
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without entering the Promised Land.* We see the continuity of the
Parshah, how it all led to the triumphant entry to Eretz Yisrael. It ended
with the disaster of the inverted nun and the inverted history that changed
their march to Eretz Yisrael to a march away from the land.

Moshe knew that Hashem selected him as the teacher and spiritual leader
of the people. Hashem told him that he was not chosen to be a politician
or negotiator. The purpose of the exodus is not political freedom, but to
accept the Torah. The people need a teacher and Moshe is the best
candidate for that job. However Moshe did not expect, until the case of
the Misavim, that in addition to his role of teacher he would have to
accept the role of a nursing mother or father, an 7X. A nursing mother is
the most important teacher in the life of the baby. However, where the
Rebbe teaches the child, the mother teaches and carries the baby in her
bosom. The teacher teaches but the disciple does not become a part of the
teacher. The 1R, the nursing mother, has one purpose: to protect the
baby. According to Judaic thought, the mother belongs to the infant, she
is responsible for the child’s every need. The teacher, no matter how
devoted, has a life of his own.

Moshe realized that he was an mK; he must devote his entire life to
anticipating the needs of the people and to protect them. He is not
entitled to enjoy life in an ordinary way like any other human being. He
lost his immediate family and became the 7X of the entire nation. That
is why Chazal say that he separated himself from his wife. He had to
give up any relationship with his own children and wife. In the census
taken in the desert, the Torah calls the children of Aharon as the children

* The Rav mentioned that intuition of a goal that slipped away and cannot be
retrieved occurred to him as well. He mentioned that throughout the four years
of her illness, the Rav always felt optimistic that his wife would somehow
recover. The last Yom Kippur prior to the death of his wife, after Ko/ Nidrei, the
Rav handed the Sefer Torah that he was holding to a student to return it to the
ark. After placing it in the ark, the Sefer Torah slipped and fell inside the ark. At
that moment, the Rav realized that his hopes for his wife's recovery would not
be realized, and so it was that she passed away that year.
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of Moshe and Aharon. It does not mention Moshe's own children. Even
when they are counted in Divrei HaYamim, they are referred to as the
children of Menashe. Why not call them the children of Moshe? Because
Moshe could not have his own children. If Moshe would have children,
he would be responsible to first teach them Torah, as the mitzvah is to
teach your own child first before others. But Moshe was the teacher of all
Israel, he could not have favorites. Hashem told Moshe that he must
remain with Hashem at Har Sinai, even though the rest of the people
could return to their tents. Moshe now realized that his acceptance of
leadership meant completely giving up his own personal life.

Miriam and Aharon did not recognize this unique role of Moshe. Miriam
said that she and Aharon are also prophets, yet they enjoy a normal life
with their families. Why should Moshe be different and separate from his
wife? They did not recognize the special role of Moshe and how he was
indeed different from all other prophets. He is consecrated fully to
Hashem. Miriam is rebuked immediately.

The events of the Parshah are really one story. It is the story of Jewish
leadership and the how difficult a task it is. The great march that could
have led us to the messianic era was interrupted by the multitudes that
sought their own pleasures and would not accept the limits imposed by
Judaism. The same applies to Eretz Yisrael today. There are groups
today that look to repeat the experience of the Misavim. True Jewish
Torah leadership reflects the role of the K, nursing mother. The
covenantal community is a teaching community. The teacher not only
instructs but loves and carries the child. It is a children’s community with
the mother figure in the middle. Moshe did not say that they should
excommunicate the Misavim and separate from them. He expressed
resentment of the magnitude of his task. He thought he was not qualified
to carry the burden. All Jewish Torah leaders have such doubts. Yet they
do not cast off the mantle of leadership.
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Ploni Almoni
Roman Kimelfeld

Ramban writes (Bereishis 38:8) that Boaz performed yibum when he
married Rus. As Ramban states, ideally the yibum is to be performed by
the deceased husband’s brother. However, if there is no brother
available, then other, more distant relatives of the deceased husband are
also able to perform the yibum. The marriage of Rus and Boaz is thus an
example of yibum, performed by a more distant relative. As the pasuk in
Rus states (Rus 4:10), the purpose of the yibum by Boaz was to restore
the legacy of Rus’s deceased husband, Machlon. When Rus gave birth to
her son, Oved, it was a full restoration of the legacy of Machlon — as if
he never died (see Malbim on Rus 4:17). Thus, Boaz was able to
completely fulfil the purpose of yibum.

Rashbam writes (Devarim 25:9) that Ploni Almoni performed chalitzah
on Rus. The text in Rus seems to support this, as we will now explain.
The pasuk in Rus 4:8 says that Ploni Almoni took off his shoe,
apparently indicating an act of chalitzah. This pasuk uses the words
“Vayishlof Naalo” to denote Ploni Almoni’s act of taking off the shoe
(and it also uses the word “shalaf’ in 4:7). On the other hand, when the
Chumash describes the process of Chalitzah, it says (Devarim 25:9):
“Vechaltza Naalo” (i.e. “she shall remove his shoe”). Do the words
“Vayishlof’ in Rus and “Vechaltza” in Devarim denote the same thing? I
believe that there is an indication that these two words are identical —
from Vayikra 14:40. In that pasuk, when the Torah describes the process
of clearing tzaraas from an affected house, the pasuk says “Vechiltzu es
haavanim” (“...and they shall remove the stones”). On that pasuk,
Targum Onkelos translates the word “vechiltzu” as “vishalfun”, which is
related to “vayishlof” in Rus. Furthermore, Rashi on this pasuk in
Vayikra says that the word “chiltzu”, pertaining to removing the stones,
is identical with the word “chaltza”, pertaining to the act of chalitzah, in
both cases denoting the act of removing. Thus, the word “shalaf” appears
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to be an Aramaic translation of the word “chaletz,” perhaps indicating
that Ploni Almoni did perform the act of chalitzah, like Rashbam writes.

The question is: why did Ploni Almoni need to perform the chalitzah?
While we learned from Ramban that every relative of the deceased
husband may potentially perform the yibum (if the deceased husband did
not have a brother), do these more distant relatives need to also perform
the chalitzah (if they cannot perform yibum) like Ploni Almoni did?

Before we can answer this question, let us take a look at the sequence of
the actions of Boaz (after Rus asked him to marry her) as explained by
Malbim.

Phase 1: The Mitzvah of yibum does not apply to Boaz yet; He
paskens that one can marry Rus

In Rus 4:2, when Boaz asks ten elders to join him, Malbim explains that
first and foremost Boaz is trying to assemble a Beis Din in order to
pasken the Halachah that Moabite women are not subject to the
prohibition of a Jew marrying a Moavi. Boaz is authorized to pasken this
Halachah only while he is still not nogeia bedavar (i.e. he has no vested
interest in the matter). At this point, Boaz is not considered nogeia
bedavar, because he is not the closest relative to Rus, and he therefore
has no mitzvah of yibum toward her, according to Malbim. For the time
being, it is only Ploni Almoni who has the mitzvah of yibum toward Rus
(since he is the closest relative of her deceased husband), and thus Boaz
is still authorized to pasken that a Jewish man may marry Rus.

I believe that Malbim is adding an important nuance to the Ramban
quoted earlier, which stated that distant relatives can also perform yibum,
in the absence of the deceased husband’s brother. As Malbim clarifies,
not all distant relatives have the mitzvah of yibum at the same time.
Rather, the “closest” distant relative (e.g. Ploni Almoni) has the mitzvah
of yibum, whereas the more distant relative (e.g. Boaz) has absolutely no
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mitzvah of yibum; and he is therefore not even considered to be “nogeia
bedavar.”

Phase 2: Ploni Almoni performs chalitzah and then Boaz performs
yibum

After Boaz (and the entire Beis Din) paskened that a Jewish man may
marry Rus, at this point Boaz is asking Ploni Almoni whether he is
willing to perform the yibum. Ploni Almoni declines, and performs
chalitzah (according to Rashbam that we quoted earlier; Malbim does not
say that it was a chalitzah). Then, afterwards, Boaz performs yibum.

We can now try to understand the function of the chalitzah performed by
Ploni Almoni. We saw earlier from Malbim on Rus (4:2) that before
Boaz spoke to Ploni Almoni, Boaz had no mitzvah of yibum toward Rus.
However, we see from Malbim several pesukim later (4:14) that Boaz
later performed yibum, and he was able to restore the soul of Machlon,
thus fully accomplishing the purpose of yibum. What triggered the
applicability of the mitzvah of yibum for Boaz? Perhaps, it was the
chalitzah of Ploni Almoni.

Perhaps, the Rashbam, who says that Ploni Almoni performed the
chalitzah, adds yet another nuance to the aforementioned Ramban. As we
stated earlier, if a person dies and he has no brother, then only the next
closest relative has the mitzvah of yibum, whereas more distant relatives
have no mitzvah of yibum (which is why Boaz initially had no mitzvah
of yibum, as Malbim stated). However, perhaps if that closest relative
performs chalitzah, he transfers the mitzvah of yibum to the next closest
relative. Thus, by performing chalitzah, Ploni Almoni transferred the
mitzvah of yibum to Boaz.

The Impact of Ploni Almoni

It emerges from the Malbim that we quoted above that Ploni Almoni was
a truly essential character in the story of Rus. First, by being the closest
relative of Rus’s husband, and thus being the only person to whom the
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mitzvah of yibum initially applied, he enabled Boaz to pasken that Rus
was permitted to get married to a Jewish man (as we explained earlier).
Afterwards, by performing chalitzah, he enabled Boaz to perform the
mitzvah of yibum, thus restoring the soul of Machlon, and thus enabling
the Davidic dynasty to emerge from Rus and Boaz. Thus, the story of
Rus could not have happened if not for Ploni Almoni. He chose to stay in
the background (as the term “Ploni Almoni” perhaps suggests); however
his impact was truly good (as his real name “Tov” suggests).
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National Revelation
Yirmiyahu Lauer

The topic of National Revelation that was first introduced by the Kuzari
has been discussed by Jewish thinkers and secular thinkers alike in many
venues. However, because of the importance of this subject and the
impact it has on strengthening our emunah, I would like to go over it in
its entirety. I will briefly show how it is truly just about the only
irrefutable proof...yes, proof... that the story we will tell on Pesach can be
nothing but the truth. It shows that Yetzias Mitzrayim can only be just as
it is recorded in the Torah and the fact that Judaism is the only religion
ever to make this unique claim, can only mean that this story must be
true. There is simply no way around it.

Normally, if there is a skeptic out there who wishes to downplay a
supernatural event, there is typically room for rationalization. For
someone who wants to doubt religion and the existence of Hashem, a
true atheist will always find a way, as farfetched as it might be, to be
skeptical and give an explanation. This is the concept of bechirah.
Hashem always gives us an opportunity to choose.

When it comes to Yetzias Mitzrayim, however, and the way it transpired,
there is truly no way to rationalize it. I searched far and wide to find
skeptics who try to disprove the national revelation phenomenon and I
found many attempts but nothing that would even resemble an
explanation as to how it could not be true.

Two types of stories are part of any national heritage. The first kind is
legends. Included in this category is George Washington's admission to
chopping down the cherry tree, along with his statement, "I cannot tell a
lie." Johnny Appleseed planting apple trees across America with his
discarded apple cores. The existence of Big Foot. These are all legends.
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Then there is history. For example, George Washington was the first
president of the United States. William the Conqueror led the Battle of
Hastings in 1066 in which Harold, King of England, was killed. The
Jews of Spain were expelled from their country in 1492, the year
Christopher Columbus set sail.

What is the difference between legend and history?

A legend is an unverified story. By their very nature legends are
unverifiable because they have very few eyewitnesses. Perhaps little
George did chop down the cherry tree. We can't know if it happened.
This does not mean that the legend is necessarily false, only that it is
unverifiable. No one thinks legends are facts, therefore they are not
accepted as reliable history.

History, however, is comprised of events we know actually happened. It
is reliable because we can determine if the claimed event is true or false
through a number of ways. One key to verification is the assertion that
large numbers of eyewitnesses observed the specific event.

Moshe Rabbeinu says in many places how the Bnei Yisrael were not just
told about what Hashem said and did, but they actually heard with their
own ears and saw with their own eyes. nWn 19 TR W1 YA 77 M P
0 0R 99 72290 10 1Y Y RV 01273-N8, Only watch yourself,
and watch your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes
saw, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life”
(Devarim 4:9). > 7ON DYRY WX WD T7inn 12T 078 2P oy vy, Did
ever a people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire,
as you have heard, and live? (Devarim 4:33). 272 0ny '1 7327 0192 019
wRa 7inn, Hashem spoke with you face to face in the mountain out of the
midst of the fire (Devarim 5:4).

If a large group of people, for example 10,000 or more, unanimously
claim to have had a certain experience, they must be telling the truth.
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This is because most people tell the truth most of the time. If they do lie,
they lie as individuals or as small groups. It is impossible to organize a
large group to all tell the same lie and not have at least a significant
minority eventually reveal the truth.

Our knowledge of history is largely based on this principle. Without it,
how could we know that the astronauts landed on the moon, that the
Holocaust happened, that George Washington was a real person and that
the Normans invaded England in 10667 If large-scale conspiracies were
casily created, perhaps all these historical facts were fabricated by a
conspiracy of thousands of people.

This proves that the miracles recounted in Shemos must have taken place
since the entire Jewish people unanimously accepted them as fact since
time immemorial. It would have been impossible at any time in the past
to engineer a conspiracy whereby all Jews unanimously would tell their
children “My parents taught me that our forefathers were slaves in
Mitzrayim and were redeemed with ten miraculous plagues, etc.” when
in fact their parents had said no such thing. Therefore the only plausible
explanation is that those miracles did indeed happen.

Let's examine some of the popular attempts to refute this and we will see
how they all fall short and further prove how this is irrefutable.

One attempt at refuting this is that perhaps in remote antiquity most Jews
were illiterate and illiterate people can be enlisted in mass conspiracies.
There is no historical or anthropological evidence to support such a claim
and the fact that Jews have always been at the forefront of literacy and
education makes this very highly unlikely.

Another one is that the events related in Shemos basically did occur;
however they were natural events, which were later given supernatural
significance. The problem with this, however, is that it is difficult to
imagine what those natural events could have been which would have
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closely resembled the plagues. And if the actual events were
insignificant, but gradually were greatly embellished upon, then we
would expect each family and each village to have developed widely
separate traditions about what had happened. We would have to resort to
a nationwide conspiracy to convert everyone to the one accepted
canonical version.

A third possibility is that these events were concocted later in history
long after the supposed events took place so they could not be refuted.
This too could not have been because if someone attempted to convince a
nation that these events occurred earlier in history, the people would have
immediately said “How come I haven't heard about this before™? If
something so momentous like Yetzias Mitzrayim would have occurred,
there is no way such a thing would have been forgotten. It's as if
someone would come to me and say that 100 years ago a space ship
landed in New York City and lifted Manhattan 100 feet in the air for a
few hours. This story would never be believed because if such a thing
happened, it would have been passed down through the generations and
everyone would know about it.

To date, there are currently about 3000 cults and over 4000 religions in
the world. Of all of these, the only one that has a claim of a national
revelation is Judaism. Every other religion and belief is based on the
claim that one person or a small group had a revelation from God. Why
is that? Why not make a religion based on a revelation by everyone?
Wouldn't that be a more believable claim?

The answer is that nobody else can make such a claim because it would
be easily refuted and it wouldn't get off the ground. Therefore, they all
use an unverifiable method so they can't be refuted.

Society today presents us with a huge nisayon. Atheism is on the rise

throughout the world and the push to doubt what it says in the Torah is
widespread. Claims that there is a lack of evidence to support what it
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says in the Torah are all too common. There is constant doubt in the air
and it is only getting worse.

Yetzias Mitzrayim is without a doubt the single most important event that
has ever happened to the Bnei Yisrael as a nation. This is why we say
twice a day in Kerias Shema, 2°%n Y% DX “NXYIT WK ,02°0-78 7 718
°3-28 037 nia%, I am Hashem your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, to be your God. If we are trying to mention the greatness
of Hashem, why not mention how He created man or better yet, how He
created the world? Why focus on this one event in history? The reason is
because this is the one event that constantly proves without a shadow of
doubt the existence of Hashem. This is the one event that cannot be
disproven.

The Dubno Maggid gives a great mashal. There was once a young 12
year old girl who was able to play the piano with tremendous talent. One
day she put on a performance at a large concert hall. The whole town was
there to watch her performance except for one of her neighbors. The next
day he came to her father to ask to see her perform because he did not
make it the day before and he wanted to see how good she really was.
The father said that she would not perform for him because she did her
show and proved herself already. There is no need to continue doing this
for every person who comes by.

Hashem gave us the one event in history to actually leave no doubt as to
what we are supposed to do in this world. This was the one time he did
this for all generations to come. There was no need to do this in every
generation because this one event could not be refuted and was designed
to be believed even in later generations.

This year when we sit at the Seder and recount the events of our history,
let's have a new appreciation for this story. When we say nixq7%7 78 200
ORI ADIR A8 KIX L7283 72722 101X DX XY 0080 RYY RIT I9KD 6%y Ny, let's
remember that it wasn't only our forefathers who were redeemed but we
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too have been redeemed. Redeemed to be able to know that the events
described in the Torah were totally accurate. Let us have a renewed
commitment to believe everything without any doubts. Know without
any doubt that the Torah is real, Moshe is real, Yetzias Mitzrayim really
happened and that Hashem is without a doubt watching us. It simply
can't be any other way and Yetzias Mitzrayim literally proves it.
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A Bar Mitzvah
Noam Rock

One day, while Rabbi Akiva was giving his shiur to his students, he
looked around...and everyone was falling asleep! Can you imagine
that?! I don’t know how anyone could ever fall asleep during shiur?!

But anyhow, the Midrash says that Rabbi Akiva wasn’t sure what to do
to wake them up. Until finally he said, “Do you know why Esther
merited to rule over 127 nations with Achashveirosh? Because Sarah
Imeinu lived for 127 years!” All heads were up; all eyes were open. And
then Rabbi Akiva continued with his shiur.

The Chidushei HaRim asks on this Midrash, how did that wake them up?
What did that have to do with anything? He answers that what Rabbi
Akiva was trying to express to his talmidim was actually a much deeper
lesson. You see, for one whole year of Sarah‘s life of amazing avodas
Hashem her great granddaughter Esther merited to rule over one whole
country. In each country there are many cifies, and each city contains
many different neighborhoods, and each neighborhood is filled with
countless streets. It follows that for every moment of Sarah’s life of
avodas Hashem, her great granddaughter Esther ruled over another street
or neighborhood! Every year a country, every month a city, every day a
neighborhood, and every moment a street. Each mitzvah that Sarah
performed affected the life of her great granddaughter Esther thousands
of years later!

Each moment is precious! - Rabbi Akiva was telling his talmidim. Each
moment makes a difference! Sometimes we see the affects of our actions,
but sometimes we don’t.

As a Bar Mitzvah, I must understand the value of each and every mitzvah

that I perform. For why am I not called a Bar Mitzvos, in the plural?! 1
am now obligated in all the mitzvos! Why am I called a Bar Mitzvah, in
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the singular? Perhaps it is to teach me, as I reach this amazing milestone
of being a Bar Mitzvah, when I’m finally obligated in the 613 mitzvos, to
not discount the amazing value and effect of just one mitzvah. We could
sometimes think: What’s one day of tefillin? Is one puny berachah really
that important? Does it really make a difference whether or not I say
lashon hara?

...but as a Bar Mitzvah, I must realize that yes, as Rabbi Akiva told his

tired talmidim, each mitzvah—no matter how small-—makes a world of a
difference.
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Tefillin on Chol HaMoed
Yosef Kimelfeld

The Gemara (Eruvin 96a) states that Shabbos and Yom Tov are exempt
from tefillin because tefillin are an os (a special sign), and so are
Shabbos and Yom Tov. Here is the text of the Gemara: Rabbi Akiva
said: I would have thought that a person should put on tefillin on
Shabbos and Yom Tov, but the pasuk says [regarding tefillin]: “And it
should be for you a special sign (os) on your hand” (Shemos 13:9).
[Therefore, this mitzvah is only] for the days that require a special sign —
excluding those days that are themselves a special sign.

In addition to the pasuk quoted by the Gemara above, tefillin is also
called an os in Kerias Shma, as follows (Devarim 6:8): “u’kshartom L’os
al yadecha” (...and you shall tie them as a sign on your arm). As these
pesukim indicate, tefillin is a sign of our connection to Hashem.

As the Gemara that we just quoted states, Shabbos and Yom Tov are also
considered a special sign — just like tefillin. According to Rashi on this
Gemara, the concept that Shabbos and Yom Tov represent a special sign
is based on the following pasuk (Shemos 31:13): ...Ach es shabsosai
tishmoru, ki os hi beini u’veineichem [’doroseichem ledaas ki Ani
Hashem mekadishchem. The pasuk is saying “My Shabbosos you shall
keep — because it is a sign between Me and you for all your generations —
to know that I am Hashem Who makes you Holy.”

Rashi on this pasuk in Chumash says that Hashem’s commandment that
we should rest (and not work) on His special day of rest — is an os (sign)
to all nations that we were chosen by Hashem. Thus, the aspect of
Shabbos that makes it into an os - is the fact that we are refraining from
melachah. This is also how Rashbam and Ibn Ezra explain the word os in
this pasuk. (Ibn Ezra’s comment is a few pesukim later, on Shemos
31:17)
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Rav Gifter (Pirkei Torah, parsha Ki Sisa, paragraph 19) explains that the
word “Shabsosai” in this pasuk refers to both Shabbos and Yom Tov.
This is so because the pasuk tells us to keep “Shabsosai” in plural
(meaning different kinds of Shabbosos). In fact, the Gemara in Shevuos
15b learns from this pasuk that it is forbidden to build the Beis
HaMikdash on Yom Tov (according to Rashi there) — because
“Shabsosai” refers to both Shabbos and Yom Tov. It makes sense that
Shabsosai should refer to both Shabbos and Yom Tov — because Yom
Tov is also referred to as Shabbos (or Shabboson) in several places in
parshas Emor (Vayikra 23:15; 23:24; 23:32; 23:39). Accordingly, Rav
Gifter states that abstaining from work on Yom Tov represents an os, the
same way as abstaining from work on Shabbos. Thus, since not working
on both Shabbos and Yom Tov is a powerful sign in itself — wearing
tefillin is not necessary on these days.

Now, Chol HaMoed is similar to Shabbos and Yom Tov, because some
types of work are forbidden on Chol HaMoed. Accordingly, when a
person is not doing forbidden melachah on Chol HaMoed — he also
demonstrates to the whole world that he is connected to Hashem.
Therefore, not working on Chol HaMoed becomes a special sign (os) of
his connection to Hashem. So, perhaps, we should not put on tefillin on
Chol HaMoed. (In fact, the first Tosafos on Eruvin 96a mentions this
idea in the name of BaHaG.)

However, it could be that Chol HaMoed is an os only for a person who is
not working on Chol HaMoed. But, if the person has to go to work on
Chol HaMoed, then he does not have the “os” of abstaining from
melachah (because to an outsider it looks like the person is having a
regular weekday). Therefore, such person would need the os of tefillin to
demonstrate his connection to Hashem. This is exactly how my Zayde’s
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Meir Malin, z '/, taught my Zayde — that a person
who does not work on Chol HaMoed should not wear tefillin, but the
person who goes to work on Chol HaMoed should wear tefillin. This
way, the person who does not work on Chol HaMoed will have the os of
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abstaining from melachah, whereas the person who goes to work on Chol
HaMoed will have the os of tefillin.

Just to conclude — there are many opinions on this — so everyone should
follow his own Mesorah.
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Shehecheyanu on Tefillin
Josh Weichbrod

When a person puts on tefillin for the first time, does he make a
Shehecheyanu? And, if a Shehecheyanu is required, should it be made on
the day of the Bar Mitzvah, or, as in my case, thirty days ago, the day I
put on tefillin for the first time?

We begin to analyze this question by looking at when a Shehecheyanu is
made. We all know, that a mitzvah that occurs at a set time in the year
such as lulav, Chanukah, or Megillah, requires a Shehecheyanu. In
addition, the Mishnah in Berachos states:

hin TDTb YT 2P 1AW 7102 IR WD ki) 711 WIn N°2 712,
Someone who builds a new house or buys new items makes a
Shehecheyanu.

The Shulchan Aruch clarifies that the Mishnah is referring to someone
who acquires something that is special and meaningful to them — they are
then required to make this berachah.

So, we have an obligation for the berachah of Shehecheyanu in two
categories (a) for mitzvos that come at set times, and (b) when acquiring
new items. Are either of these sufficient for a berachah of Shehecheyanu
on Tefillin?

The Gemara in Menachos (75b) states that if someone brings a korban
minchah to Yerushalayim he makes a Shehecheyanu. Rashi clarifies that
the Gemara is talking about a Kohen who is bringing a korban minchah
for the first time, and the Gemara is teaching us that performing a
mitzvah for the first time warrants a Shehecheyanu.

Tosafos, on the other hand, disagree. They explain the Gemara as
referring to a Kohen who is performing the avodah as part of his

~103 ~



Lemaan Tesapeir

Mishmar. As we know, there was a rotation of 24 Mishamros in the Beis
Hamikdash, giving a Kohen the opportunity to perform an avodah
approximately twice a year. According to 7osafos, the reason for the
Shehecheyanu is not for doing a mitzvah for the first time, rather it is no
different than a Yom Tov Mitzvah such as Lulav — he is performing a
mitzvah at a set time of the year, and therefore he makes the berachah.

This dispute between Rashi and Tosafos is also seen in the mitzvah of
kisoy ha’dam — covering the blood of a slaughtered animal. The
Rishonim argue as to whether a Shehecheyanu is required the first time
one performs this mitzvah.

The Rambam writes in Hilchos Berachos (11:9):

17 1°Ip ROW MR IR D 101...29191 719101 DWW 113D TATY aIa ROWw mxn 9.
NYwa 712 X7 R WA ANYWY NYWA 720,380 anm xR 19900 a0
7202 07 9 KXW DYWA 720 nwy

The Rambam holds that tefillin along with tzitzis, mezuzah and maakeh
require a Shehecheyanu. However, the Rambam writes that it is
preferably said when they are being made, but if it was not said then, one
can also make the berachah when he performs the Mitzvah. What is
unclear is whether one who purchases the tefillin, but did not make it
himself would still recite the berachah. This Rambam is based on a
Tosefta in Berachos (6:15) which states clearly:

NITY N2 MR [xY°] 1900 nwwn
When someone makes Tefillin he recites the blessing of Shehecheyanu.

The Tur when quoting this Halachah mentions tzitzis but leaves out any
mention of tefillin. The Shulchan Aruch explains that the reason the Tur
mentioned #zitzis at all is because it is no different than any other new
garment. According to the Shulchan Aruch the berachah is not because of
the mitzvah, but because of the custom of making a Shehecheyanu on
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new clothing. Since tefillin are not clothing, no Shehecheyanu is made.
We therefore have a dispute between the Rambam and the Tur on
whether you make a Shehecheyanu on tefillin.

Even according to the Rambam who holds that a berachah is made, and
even if we assume that the Rambam would require a berachah even
when purchased already made tefillin, would a Bar Mitzvah make a
berachah on Tefillin if he has been wearing it already for a month or
more? There are three interesting solutions to this question.

The Chasam Sofer does, in fact, require a Shehecheyanu when putting on
tefillin for the first time as a Bar Mitzvah. His rationale is based on his
definition of the Shehecheyanu requirement. The Chasam Sofer states
that the berachah of Shehecheyanu is recited at the first instance of
someone being obligated in a mitzvah, whether or not they have ever
performed it when not obligated. According to the Chasam Sofer a Bar
Mitzvah would make a Shehecheyanu on both putting on tefillin and
tzitzis for the first time as an obligation.

It is told that Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach’s zt”l children would put
tefillin on 30 days before their Bar Mitzvah, but he would explicitly tell
them that he was not giving the tefillin to them (to own) until the day of
their Bar Mitzvah. That way, the tefillin would be a new acquisition on
the day of their Bar Mitzvah, and they could make a Shehecheyanu.

The Pri Toar, in a novel approach, states that a Bar Mitzvah boy putting
on tefillin is different than one performing other mitzvos for the first
time. Aside from the tefillin, the Bar Mitzvah is going through a change,
becoming a part of Am Yisrael, who is obligated in all mitzvos. He is
now a full member of the Jewish people and has the ability, through
performing mitzvos, to become closer to Hashem. Entering this stage of
life brings enough joy to recite a Shehecheyanu, and the tefillin may just
be the heker, a defining mark of this change. According to the Pri Toar
this would be unique to tefillin, and one would not recite a Shehecheyanu
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on the first time one performs another mitzvah, such as mezzuzah or
kisoy ha’dam.

One final thought. Until now, we have been discussing whether or not to
make a berachah of Shehecheyanu. But what if it is required and one
does not make it. In general, if one does not make a berachah when it is
required, he has violated a mitzvah DeRabanan. But when it comes to
Shehecheyanu on new items, there are many Poskim who hold that no
mitzvah is violated if one does not make the berachah. This can be seen
in the Mishnah Berurah (223:7) and is based on the Gemara in Eruvin
(40b). The assumption is that this berachah is a reshus, optional, because
the simchah of a new item is really dependent on the person

Based on the above, halacha lemaaseh most Poskim suggest that you do
not make a berachah on putting on tefillin for the first time, whether it is
on the day of the Bar Mitzvah or when you first put on tefillin before the
Bar Mitzvah (since safeik berachos lehakel). Some Poskim suggest that
the boy should have a new fruit or new article of clothing present on the
day of his bar mitzvah when putting on Tefillin, and then make the
berachah on the new item and have in mind the Tefillin.
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Shehecheyanu on Tefillin

Paysie Stein

Generally speaking, the first time that a person performs a mitzvah, he
recites the berachah of Shehecheyanu (see e.g. Sefer HaRoke ach §371).
The question arises, however, why, when a boy puts on tefillin for the
first time (as a bar chiyuva, and not prior thereto), the normative
Ashkenazic practice is that one does not recite Shehecheyanu.

In order to understand why, it is helpful to start with the mitzvah of
tzitzis. The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 22:1) says that if a person
buys new clothing and puts tzitzis on it, he makes a Shehecheyanu when
he wears the clothing, since it is not any worse than getting a new
garment — and since a person usually would make a Shehecheyanu when
he wears a new garment, he makes a Shehecheyanu when he wears new
tzitzis.

The question arises — why wouldn't one make a Shehecheyanu because of
the mitzvah of tzitzis itself? The Magen Avraham comments that one
does not make a Shehecheyanu on the mitzvah of tzitzis because it is a
daily mitzvah and not one that only occurs from time to time. Therefore,
one does make a Shehecheyanu on the mitzvos of kisui hadam, bris
milah and pidyon haben — because these mitzvos are not common. Now
we can understand why a bar mitzvah boy would not say the berachah of
Shehecheyanu when he puts on tefillin for the first time — because the
mitzvah of tefillin is an everyday mitzvah.

The Tur holds like the Shulchan Aruch — that one makes a Shehecheyanu
on new tzitzis, but not on new tefillin. The Bach explains why the Tur
makes this distinction between tzitzis and tefillin based on the 7osafos in
Succah (46a). Tosafos, after trying to explain why Chazal instituted the
berachah of Shehecheyanu on certain mitzvos, says the following sevara:
that Chazal only instituted the berachah of Shehecheyanu on a mitzvah
that has a special element of joy associated with it.
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So, the Bach explains that tzitzis, which is a mitzvah that reminds the
wearer of all of the mitzvos of Hashem, has this special element of joy.
Tefillin, on the other hand, while it is certainly a special mitzvah, also
comes with special rules and halachos about how one must act when
wearing tefillin. For instance, the halachos of guf naki and hesech hadaas
are serious and not to be taken lightly. Therefore, when one is performing
the mitzvah of tefillin, there is an element of awe and fear, and therefore,
according to the Tur, one does not make a Shehecheyanu.

The Rambam, however, in Hilchos Berachos (11:9), holds that one
makes a Shehecheyanu on any of the following three categories of
mitzvos:
1) mitzvos that are mizman ['zman, such as shofar, lulav,
Megillah and succah;
2) mitzvos that are associated with a kinyan, such as tzitzis,
tefillin, mezuzah and maakeh; and
3) mitzvos sh'einam tedirah, such as milah and pidyon
haben.

Therefore, we see that the Rambam disputes the Shulchan Aruch and the
Tur, and holds that one does make a Shehecheyanu the first time that one
wears tefillin because it is a mitzvah associated with a kinyan — the
purchase of a new set of tefillin.

And the Taz agrees with the Rambam that one makes a Shehecheyanu on
tefillin, but not necessarily because of the reason given by the Rambam,
but because the 7az holds that any mitzvah that a person does for the first
time in his or her life, one makes a Shehecheyanu on that mitzvah. The
Rama also holds like this with respect to the mitzvah of kisui hadam.

The Kaf HaChaim paskens like the majority of the Poskim who hold that
one does not make a Shehecheyanu the first time that one wears tefillin,
but suggests that a person wear a new garment on which he would say a
Shehecheyanu, and have in mind the mitzvah of tefillin when he makes
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the berachah of Shehecheyanu.

Along this same line of thinking, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach was
noheig with his sons as follows: before his sons became bar mitzvah, he
would only let them borrow the tefillin that he had bought for them, and
then, on the day of their actual bar mitzvah, he would give them the
tefillin as a gift. Then they could make a Shehecheyanu because of their
having received a very expensive gift and they would also have in mind
the mitzvah at the same time (Halichos Shlomo 4:14). Rav Moshe
Sternbach, however, disagrees with this practice, since whatever joy the
bar mitzvah boy gets from the tefillin has dissipated over the last several
weeks that he has already been wearing this pair of tefillin. Rav
Sternbach seems to hold like the Tevuos Shor (§28), who holds that while
a boy should recite Shehecheyanu when he first puts on tefillin as a bar
mitzvah, if he began to wear tefillin before his bar mitzvah, he would not
recite the berachah upon reaching bar mitzvah.'

On a related note, Rav Moshe Feinstein, in the Igros Moshe, asks the
question of why a person does not make a Shehecheyanu when he or she
becomes a bar or bas mitzvah; one would think that since the person is
becoming a bar chiyuva in all of the mitzvos, the person should make a
Shehecheyanu on such a special occasion. Reb Moshe answers that, in
reality, every Jewish child is a bar chiyuva from the day that he is born —
the Jewish people, as a whole, accepted the Torah at Har Sinai. The only
reason that a child does not have to perform the mitzvos is because he
has a petur — the exemption of katnus — but in reality, the chiyuv of all of
the mitzvos is present from “day one.” Once a boy reaches his thirteenth
birthday, the petur of katnus is removed — leaving only the chiyuv of the
mitzvos. So, when a katan becomes a bar mitzvah, since there are not

"It is worth noting that the custom for a boy to begin wearing tefillin a month
(or two or three months) before he becomes a bar chiyuva is not universal. The
Rama is of the opinion that a boy should not begin wearing tefillin until he
reaches the age of thirteen years and one day (OC 37:3). The practice among
many Chassidim is to follow the Rama and begin putting on tefillin on the day
of the bar mitzvah (Minhag Yisrael Torah, vol. 1, p. 126).
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new chiyuvim falling upon him, but instead a petur is being removed
from him, he does not make a Shehecheyanu.

This, therefore, gives another reason why a bar mitzvah boy does not say
Shehecheyanu when he puts on tefillin for the first time — he always had
the chiyuv to wear tefillin from the day that he was born thirteen years
ago, but, until his “bo bayom,” he also had the petur of katnus. And one
doesn't make a Shehecheyanu upon the occasion of a removal of a petur.

In conclusion, as is the case in many facets of halachah, there are a
variety of opinions regarding the question of whether a bar mitzvah boy
should recite Shehecheyanu prior to laying tefillin for the first time.
Regardless of one’s personal practice, however, perhaps this discussion
can serve as an impetus for each of us to wax nostalgic and remember the
very first time that we put on tefillin for the very first time. If only we
were able to bottle those feelings of excitement and inspiration and,
every now and then, open that bottle and take a sip before Shacharis.
Absent that ability, hopefully we can, on occasion, take a brief moment
before laying our tefillin and focus on the tremendous zechus we have to
be able to perform this mitzvah on a regular basis.
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Korach “Took”

Eitan Schulman

In many of the books that I have read, the first line plays an important
role in setting the tone for the story that lies ahead. For example, many
books begin somewhere along the lines of “it was a dark and stormy
night.” This opening hints at a scary or dangerous situation which
follows.

If the first sentence of a story can teach us something important about the
coming story, what does the first pasuk of parshah Korach signal to us?
The pasuk says: 12 TR 2R°9R °12 D7IRY INTY M2 12 NP 12 AR 12 7P PN
7287 12 NYo.

What does that mean?! Translated word for word, it says: “And Korach
the son of Yitzhar the son of Kehat the son of Levi took, and Datan and
Aviram the sons of Eliav, and On the son of Pelet from the household of
Reuven.”

This is a strange pasuk, because it says that Korach took, but it fails to
mention what he took! This question is asked by Rashi. He writes that
Korach took himself aside; he removed himself from Bnei Yisrael.

According to Rashi, there is still something unclear. If the pasuk had
wished to tell us that Korach removed himself, or that he left the
community, it could have said so in a more explicit way. For example, it
could have said np ®¥» which means “and Korach left,” Why did the
pasuk use the confusing verb nip» without clearly stating what or who he
took?

Maybe the pasuk is coming to teach us an important life lesson about the
way we interact with others. Some people walk around all day looking
for different ways to give. Whether at home, in the office, or a
community setting, they are always trying to give to others. Let’s call
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these people “givers.” Other people have the opposite attitude. They are
always asking “what do I get” or “what’s in it for me?” These people are
“takers.”

Who is more likely to get into a fight, a giver or a taker? Who is more
likely to build lasting relationships with real friends, a giver or a taker?
Obviously the giver will do better in these scenarios, and many others as
well.

Rav Eliyahu Dessler writes that there is an even deeper significance to
giving, as opposed to taking. When a person gives, he is imitating
Hashem. Hashem gives all of us life, health and happiness. Hashem
doesn't need anything from us in return, yet he gives regardless.
Therefore if we give out of love, give for the sake of giving, we are
connecting with the holy middos of Hashem. If we are obsessed with
taking, on the other hand, we are distancing ourselves from this awesome
opportunity.

Getting back to Korach, maybe the pasuk is coming to tell us that if
doesn't really matter what he took. The point is that he wanted to take.
Taking was Korach's way of life. Because taking was his way of life, as a
result he ended up removing himself from Bnei Yisrael, and getting
caught-up in a nasty argument, as Rashi writes.

Fast forward to the end of the parshah. Korach instigates one of the most
infamous arguments in Jewish history. As the Mishnah in Avos tells us:
“Every argument that is not for the sake of Heaven, will not endure...and
what is an argument that is not for the sake of Heaven? The argument of
Korach and his followers.” In a religion where arguing with each other is
like a national sport, Korach becomes the poster-boy for how not to
argue.

Hashem then summons a special creation that He created during the final
few minutes of creation, the earth opens up and consumes Korach.
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Maybe the first pasuk of the parshah, and the story that follows, is
coming to educate all of us about the importance of being a giver, and
the dangers of being a taker. The first pasuk is setting up the scene for
Korach’s downfall, by teaching us that he was a taker. If we can learn
how to be givers in all areas of life, we can avoid the pitfalls of Korach
and reach great heights instead.
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Section VIII: The Chinuch System Revisited

Preface

Last year we reprinted three excellent articles with the intention of
gaining the most for our children out of the Chinuch system. This year
we highlight three important areas affecting the chinuch of our children.

In last year’s treatment of this subject we mentioned how our schools are
faced with limited funds so that “the same administrators are required to
oversee a student body and teaching staff that has more than doubled in
times that become more challenging as the years go by; burnt-out
teachers who would be better off retiring cannot afford to because the
schools cannot offer a retirement plan for them; and some children
cannot be serviced properly because the resources needed for their
education is too expensive.” We present an excellent article by Rabbi
Mordechai Willig that explains how the entire community is responsible
for its chinuch system, not just the parents of children as “consumers.”’
The second article discusses many important topics that were brought up
at this year’s Agudah convention. But to me the most important one is
the correct approach to teaching tzemius. You might recall the incident
cited in last year’s kuntress where a teacher publicly in class attributed
our failure to rebuild the Beis HaMikdash to a girl’s lipstick. This year
someone at our Shabbos table said that she never understood why a
certain educator would tell her when she walked into school to “put her
hair up.” Enforcing this arbitrary “rule” with neither any explanation nor
connection to the girl obviously was not productive, and certainly not in
the realm of Torah chinuch.

The third article represents further effort to counteract those who harbor
gratuitous racist feelings, including unfortunately some of our children’s

"I present this article without personal bias since I am bs”d no longer a
“consumer” saddled with tuitions. I would welcome a community-wide initiative
that would provide adequate funding for our schools.
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educators. We do not chas veshalom mean to pass judgment upon those
of a previous generation who might have been subject to racist anti-
Semitism. But neither does that give them the right to extend their
grievances to a different generation. Nevertheless, when a parent
complained to an administrator that a certain teacher was imparting racist
attitudes to the students, the administrator’s reply was that this was how
the teacher was brought up. As parents, we should be imbuing our
children with kavod habrios, not baseless hatred. And if we make our
feelings knows to the wvarious educators, perhaps we will see
improvement.’

We hope that these articles will be helpful in reaching our goals of a
Torah-true chinuch for all of the children of our community.

21 still remember the excellent Project Derech that my children were exposed to,
teaching how every human is a tzelem Elokim. And this of course does not in
any way contradict us being the Am HaNivchar.
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Jewish Education, Family, and Community '
Rabbi Mordechai Willig

"V'es Yehudah sholach lefanav el Yosef l'horos - He (Yaakov) sent
Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef to prepare" (46:28). Rashi cites the
Medrash (95:3), that interprets /'horos as "to teach," i.e. Yehudah was
sent to establish a place "sheyehei moreh bo divrei Torah v'sheyihyu
hashevtaim lomdim bo," where Yaakov would teach Torah and the
shevatim, i.e. his offspring, would learn.

The highest priority for the success and preservation of the Jewish family
and community is having places for Torah teaching and learning. When
the first Jewish family emigrated to Egypt, our patriarch Yaakov viewed
such a place as a prerequisite for settling in their new country, which had
to precede their arrival.

The Torah commands every man to teach his young sons Tanach. The
Aruch HaShulchan (Yoreh Deah 245:5-11) explains that this enables the
son to learn Gemara on his own after bar mitzvah. R' Yehoshua ben
Gamla introduced universal Torah education for boys above age six in
every Jewish city (Bava Basra 21a).* Although the impetus for this
takanah was caring for those boys who had no father, it revolutionized
Torah education for everyone. From then on fathers would teach their
sons basic pesukim, such as "Torah tzivah" and "Shema Yisrael" to
implant emunah — faith in Hashem and Torah, and the rebbe in cheder
then would teach them Tanach and Gemara.’

" Reprinted with permission from TorahWeb.org. Thank you to Rabbi Moshe
Schuchman for obtaining the permission for us to reprint this important article.

2 The Aruch HaShulchan and Rav Yehoshua ben Gamla predated the
introduction of formal Torah education for girls.

3 Editor’s note: See our article in last year’s kuntress how HaRav Yaakov
Weinberg z "l explained that this was a bedieved situation, and not the optimal
method of educating our children.
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Because a rebbe acts as an agent of the father, the father must pay him.
For the orphans and poor the rebbe must be paid from a communal fund
(kupas hakahal). The halachah dictates that the assessment for the
communal fund is based on each person's net worth and applied even to
those who do not utilize the affected institutions for their own families
(see Choshen Mishpat §163, end of §3). When there were organized
Jewish communities with the power to enforce halachah and communal
policies, all members of the community were compelled by the gabbaim
to fulfill their obligations.

In modern times, the absence of an organized community assessment has
created a user's fee known as tuition. These costs have risen recently far
more than average inflation-adjusted income. This discrepancy has
created a tuition crisis, especially for larger families in modern
communities where the tuition is generally significantly higher than in
others.

Unfortunately, many families have decided not to have more children
because they cannot afford the tuition (see Yossi Prager, The Tuition
Squeeze: Paying the Price of Jewish Education, in Jewish Action Kislev
5766, at note 13). Ironically, then, the institution most indispensable for
the success and preservation of the Jewish family has led to a reduction
in family size. In Israel the government taxes individuals based on their
wealth to support schools, including religious ones, so that tuition is zero
or minimal, and this is a factor that encourages Aliyah (note 13, above).

While all yeshivos offer scholarships, many parents fear the tuition
committees which oversee these scholarships. They are loathe to divulge
their income and to be grilled about expenditures which are not as
essential as tuition. Grandparents bear responsibility to teach their
grandchildren or pay their tuition as well (Aruch HaShulchan, Yoreh
Deah 245:9), but this does not always happen. Too often grandparents
instead pay for family vacations which are not as essential as their
grandchildren's tuition. In such situations, parents are often unable, or
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even unwilling, to reorder the priorities of the well-intentioned
grandparents.

Recently, a very learned and pedigreed young rabbinic couple asked me
about precisely this dilemma. Their two incomes suffice for the tuition
for their three children but not for a fourth, and they were hesitant to add
to their family and, as a result, to be "on scholarship," not "paying their
way." This hesitation is based on the user's fee model. I responded that,
in principle, the community is responsible to support its yeshivah. As
such, one need not be hesitant or embarrassed to ask for a scholarship;
rather the community should be embarrassed that it is not discharging its
halachic responsibility! A young couple can and should strengthen the
community by having more children. The determining factor in family
size should be the mother's physical and emotional health, not the
family's wealth.

Reportedly, a major community yeshivah suggested a policy to refuse to
grant scholarships unless both parents earn an income. This policy, in
effect compelling a mother to work even if she prefers the classic role of
full time wife and mother, is another blow to the Jewish family. It
prevents a mother who would like to focus completely on her young
family from putting all her energy and talent into raising her children,
and in certain cases reduces the number of children in the family as well.

The dramatic rise in the number of working young women in our
generation has revolutionized American society in general and the
Orthodox community in particular. Many kollel wives are the sole
breadwinners, lauded in some circles for their heroic efforts in
supporting Torah. They are in fact heroic. However the downside of that
approach is overburdened wives, and husbands who wait too long before
assuming their halachic responsibility to support their wives and
children. Torah study is essential for strengthening and preserving the
Jewish family, but it should not be disproportionately emphasized in a
way that results in an undesirable change to the essential character and
structure of the Jewish family.
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In more modern Orthodox circles, one can often find a strong push for
advanced careers for women and a de-emphasis of their roles as wives
and mothers. Yeshivos that impart this attitude and thus, in effect,
promote postponing marriage and limiting family size weaken, rather
than strengthen, the Jewish family.

Yeshivos, the bulwark of the Jewish family and community since the
time of Yaakov Avinu, must continue to emphasize the importance of the
Jewish family. Members of the each community are halachically required
to finance their local yeshivas based on their wealth, and young couples
who wish to have more children should not face the disincentive of a
tuition crisis. If we regain the correct distribution of responsibilities
mandated by the halachah, our places of Torah teaching and learning will
serve the critical role of strengthening and preserving the Jewish family
and community, as envisioned by Yaakov Avinu.
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My Surprise at the Agudah Convention '
Suri W.

After returning home from the Agudah Convention last week, I was left
mulling over some of what I had experienced, replaying it again and
again in my mind, when something jumped out at me. [ must admit that I
was a bit surprised by how positive and uplifting the atmosphere was!
Here I was, literally surrounded by some of the undisputed Gedolei
Hador, listening to incredibly holy people, and a part of me was
expecting to hear things like, "You are awful and not frum enough and
it's causing people to get cancer!," etc.

But that’s not what happened.

Instead, I heard this from Rebbetzin Leah Feldman, wife of the Rosh
Yeshiva of Ner Yisroel, when a woman asked how much she should
sacrifice for her husband's learning, as it was leaving her to feel
neglected: The Rebbetzin didn't need a second to think, before saying
that a woman must tell her husband that she needs his time and attention!
And it's okay if his learning has to wait a little! She said something along
the lines of, "You matter and your relationship matters! And if you wait
around for him to figure this out, you'll be waiting forever! Men never
figure anything out!” Many of us burst out laughing of course, but she
was not trying to be funny. This wise and holy woman was entirely
serious. But this was not what we were expecting.

When Rabbi Yaakov Bender, Rosh Yeshiva of Darchei in Far Rockaway,
addressed someone's concern that his son wanted to follow sports, he
said that you have to raise your kids to be normal. Of course, this is
something that will vary by community, but if they are good kids who go
to yeshiva, and have a good family, and they want to follow sports a little

! This article was originally posted on Baltimore Jewish Life on 11/30/16, and is
reprinted with BJL’s kind permission.
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— relax! You don't have to encourage it, but it won't send them off the
derech either! Now, no one can accuse Rabbi Bender of being on the
fringe of Orthodoxy. He is a true talmid chacham and that is what he
said.

And this one may surprise a lot of people: When Rabbanit Yemima
Mizrachi was asked how a woman can encourage her daughter to dress
b'tzanua, she said, "You must speak about tznius, b'tzanua. Be gentle and
positive, and tell her she is beautiful and holy. And whatever you do,
STOP telling her she is causing others to sin! STOP!! Tell her she is
holding up the world and elevating the spiritual plane of the Jewish
people with her tznuit and mitzvot! And don't you DARE tell her she is
causing people to sin!" She literally screamed this at us! She said when
you are constantly talking about your daughter's body or your son's eyes,
you are not handling the matter »'tzzanua, and are missing the point, all
the while creating damage.

Suffice to say this was not the approach to tznius I recall being prevalent
when I was a kid. But this was coming from the top at the Agudah
Convention itself. This is the truth. This is the feeling that is supposed to
be transmitted to our girls. One can only imagine how much more
connected we would all be to the beauty in this mitzvah if we thought
more along these lines.

I remember before I left for the convention, my sister asked me if I was
nervous about going somewhere where I didn't know anyone, and would
have to endure making endless small talk with the random women I was
seated with. I told her I wasn't worried, as I would be sitting with my
husband. She was shocked. "They have mixed seating?!" She asked,
incredulously. Well, yes. There were many groups of Jews in attendance,
and the Chassidim who did, indeed, want separate seating, had their own
dining room so they may do so. I also noticed a large Sephardic
contingency and enjoyed the zemirot coming from some of their tables.
And guess what? We all got along! Because we had all come for the
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same reasons. To turn our minds and neshamos towards personal growth,
to listen to our Gedolim and learn how we can help Klal Yisrael at large.
I found that especially inspiring.

Of course, that’s not to say that all we heard all weekend was feel good
fluff. A true Gadol BaTorah doesn’t have to pull any punches. Rabbi
Elefant spoke very strongly about our generation’s overindulgence in the
physical. Always chasing the finer things in life and losing focus on what
it is that we are meant to be doing in this world. Rabbi Frand talked
about the tremendous mesiras nefesh that former generations readily
made, while we are complacent and feel no need to exert ourselves. He
said we must consider the environments in which we choose to work,
even if it means making sacrifices in one’s career, in order to avoid
negative influences. Rabbi Bender implored us all to learn to live with
each other with kindness and decency. He made it clear that if you block
someone's driveway because you want to make it to Minchah, your
tefillah isn't worth much. He and others said you should knock on the
doors of your non-Jewish neighbors when you move into a new town,
and introduce yourself and find your common ground. Be nice; be a good
neighbor. Do what Rav Pam's Rebbetzin did and hand out candy on
Halloween.

Many of the speakers bemoaned the fact that we are lacking in our
Jewish pride. We look outside instead of in, to find meaning in our lives.
We have forgotten the privilege and responsibility of being the Am
HaNivchor. Well, walking out of the convention, I felt an invigorated
sense of pride and hope.

Can you imagine what our communities would look like if we actually
listened to these Gedolim and modeled our lives in this way? If we all
looked up, and listened to what THEY had to say at the top, instead of
glancing side to side, to see what others were doing? Imagine if we really
stood for something authentic and real, and had true pride in being Torah
Jews. What it would be like if we focused less on how many years a
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possible suitor states he wishes to learn for, and more on who he is, and
how deep his lifelong commitment to Torah learning and ideals truly is?
What it would mean if we treated our neighbors, Jews and non-Jews
alike, with respect and friendliness, exchanging gardening tips (like I do
with mine) and asking how their families are doing? Picture what it
would be like if our only true priority was returning our souls to our
Maker in an elevated state, regardless of whether or not anyone else
knew. Wouldn't that be something special? Well, I think it would be
incredible. My fervent hope is for all of us to start moving in this
direction together, putting our faith in Hashem, in the true leaders of Klal
Yisrael, and in ourselves.
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The Moment that Changed Everything
as told by Rabbi Yechiel Spero '

In 1966 an eleven-year-old black boy moved with his parents and family
to a white neighborhood in Washington. Sitting with his two brothers and
two sisters on the front step of the house, he waited to see how they
would be greeted. They were not. Passers-by turned to look at them but
no one gave them a smile or even a glance of recognition. All the
frightening stories he had heard about how whites treated blacks seemed
to be coming true. Years later, writing about those first days in their new
home, he says, “I knew we were not welcome here. | knew we would not
be liked here. I knew we would have no friends here. I knew we should
not have moved here . . .”

As he was thinking these thoughts, a white woman coming home from
work passed by on the other side of the road. She turned to the children
and with a broad smile said, “Welcome!” Disappearing into the house,
she emerged minutes later with a tray laden with drinks and cream-
cheese and jelly sandwiches that she brought over to the children,
making them feel at home. That moment, the young man later wrote,
changed his life. It gave him a sense of belonging where there was none
before. It made him realize, at a time when race relations in the United
States were still fraught with misunderstanding and hatred, that a black
family could feel at home in a white area and color-blind relationships
could develop. Over the years, he learned to admire much about the
woman across the street, but it was that first spontaneous act of greeting
that became, for him, a definitive memory. It broke down a wall of
separation and turned strangers into friends.

' This story is presented by Rabbi Yechiel Spero at the Agudath Israel of
America website: http://ourlli.org/video-whoweare-episode-3-the-moment-that-
changed-everything/. There are various written versions of it available; this one
is based on a dvar Torah by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks of London, which is available
on many websites.
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The young man, Stephen Carter, eventually became a law professor at
Yale and wrote a book about what he learned that day. He called it
Civility. The name of the woman, he tells us, was Sara Kestenbaum, and
she died all too young. He adds that it was no coincidence that she was a
religious Jew. “In the Jewish tradition,” he notes, such civility is called
“chesed — the performance of acts of kindness — which is in turn derived
from the understanding that human beings are made in the image of
God.” Civility, he adds, “itself may be seen as part of chesed: it does
indeed require kindnesses toward our fellow citizens, including the ones
who are strangers, and even when it is hard.” To this day, he adds, “I can
close my eyes and feel on my tongue the smooth, slick sweetness of the
cream cheese and jelly sandwiches that I gobbled on that summer
afternoon when I discovered how a single act of genuine and unassuming
civility can change a life forever.”
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Section IX: In Memoriam

Preface

It is with great sorry that we include memories of Rav Moshe z '/ in this
year’s kuntress. Although I cannot claim to have learned from him on a
regular basis in Yeshivah, I am one of “his talmidim from his thirty to
forty shiurim a week, or from his constant travels to Europe, Russia, the
U.S.A and South America” mentioned by Rabbi Nissel at the end of his
reflections that follow.

I first met Rav Moshe on Asarah BeTeves thirty years ago in Eretz
Yisrael, asking for an eitzah regarding what would be a proper limud for
me outside my regular seder in Yeshivah. He suggested the sefarim of
Rav Tzadok HaKohen, giving me the exact order in which to learn
them." Out of that first conversation came my Maftei’ach al Kisvei
HaRav Tzadok HaKohen.

This began a series of meetings with him that stretched from Washington
to Baltimore to Chapman Lake to New York, wherever he would be
available on his trips to the States. And whenever I was in Eretz Yisrael
(e.g. to visit my children in yeshivah, seminary, or Kollel) I would seek
him out to hear as many of his chaburos as I could and arrange to speak
to him. I thus received his guidance through the years of our children’s
chinuch, opening our Bais HaMidrash, and my own personal learning
through publication of my latest sefer, the Derech Etz HaChaim of the
Ramchal, with specific instructions on what further works I should
translate into English.

' I’m not sure if this order was particular to my needs, so I won’t mention it. But
it is worth mentioning that he said to look at Pri Tzaddik last because it was not
written by him, but rather people who heard his tish Torah over Shabbos. I will
also add that the following year when he was in Baltimore for a chasunah 1
asked him why R’ Tzadok’s sefarim seem so disjointed. He answered that they
needed an editor; R’ Tzadok would just add his chidushim to loose leafs without
thoughts of printing them that way.
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My stories from these decades are not about Rav Moshe’s gadlus in
Torah, although I certainly witnessed it through the shiurim 1 heard and
the she’eilos of mine that he answered. But I remember him best for his
obvious caring about me and whatever I was doing. To get a picture of
his warmth, one of his falmidim recently told me that he remembers that
when Rav Moshe made his first visit to Baltimore mentioned above, Rav
Moshe told me simply: 7% 2¥uwa % 730, I missed you. Fast forward to
almost thirty years later when I was talking with him in his office in
Eretz Yisrael: at the end he asked me how I was going to return to
Baltimore when the city was rioting. [It was during the Freddie Gray
riots, and this was the first I heard about it.] I told him I was flying to
New York and taking a train to Baltimore. He said to make sure to call
my wife in New York to see if it was safe to travel to Baltimore.

Instead of recounting more stories like these, I choose to present you
with the words of a true fa/mid, Rabbi Nissel, who learned from Rav
Moshe daily through many years. This is followed by further reflections
by my esteemed chavrusa and partner, Dr. Michael Elman, who had his
own very special connection with Rav Moshe and his family.

But to me there is no one to replace the Gado/ who would greet me with
“Vos mach dir Abba Zvi?”
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Looking into the Sun: Personal Reflections on
my Rebbi, HaRav HaGaon Rav Moshe Shapira z

Rabbi Menachem Nissel *

I was an excited yeshiva bochur as 1 approached Rav Moshe Shapira for
the first time. The year was 1981 and he had just joined the faculty of
Yeshivas Mishkan Hatorah on Rechov Sorotzkin, Yerushalayim.

His reputation as a Torah scholar in a different league had preceded him.
In Ponevezh as a bar mitzvah bochur he was already known to be the
address for reciting the “yeshivishe reid” on any sugya in “Nashim and
Nezikin.” At age sixteen he had finished Rav Chayim Vital’s “Shaar
Hakedusha” b’chavrusa with his Rebbi Rav Dessler. His brother-in-law,
Rav Yitzchok Bialistotsky told me how after his father had tested his
prospective son-in-law on all of Shas b ’iyun, Rav Moshe’s father told his
future mechutan, “What you don’t know about my son is that he knows
kisvei Maharal in the same way that he knows Shas.”

We also knew about his extraordinary ameilus b’Torah. Once on
Shavuos morning after kiddush one of the chaburah offered him a room
so that he could rest. Rav Moshe smiled and said, “Every moment of
Zman Matan Toraseinu is precious” and he went straight back to the bais
medrash.

His dikduk b’mitzvos was legendary. Perhaps because of his years as part
of the Brisker Rav’s entourage, every small nuance of every mitzvah was
performed to the maximum. He once let slip that he never had a bank

! This is adapted from Rabbi Nissel’s article on the Ner L’Elef website with his
permission. Rabbi Nissel has taught for over twenty years in various Yeshivos
and seminaries such as Ohr Somayach, Ohr Yerushalayim, Torat Shraga,
Michlalah and Bnot Torah/Sharfman’s Seminary, and is author of Rigshei Lev:
Women and Tefillah.
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account because of his ribbis (interest) concerns. Another time he
mentioned that he never drank Coca Cola because he saw an ad
describing Coke as “taam hachayim — the taste of life.”

To watch him daven was an exalting experience. During the hard times
when his daughter Shulamis a4 was succumbing to cancer, he would
regularly daven a forty-five minute Shemoneh Esrei. We recall with awe
Mussaf of Yom Kippur with Rav Moshe as Shaliach Tzibbur. His tefillos
were so intense we literally felt transported back to the Beis HaMikdash,
with Rav Moshe as our Kohen Gadol. Later he conceded that the reason
why he skipped the “Hineni he’ani me ' maas” — the mystical prayer that
the chazzan recites before Mussaf — was because he could not bring
himself to say the uniquely holy name of “Ekyeh asher Ekyeh.”

So, as I approached Rav Moshe for the first time, I was excited to finally
meet this extraordinary person. His face exuded a hadras panim that
came living a life of true beauty — mining the depths of the pnimiyus of
Torah and harmonizing it with the outside world. I asked him a question
on the Gemara we were learning. He asked me my name and then
answered with the magnanimous patience and clarity of a loving Zaide. |
left feeling like a million dollars.

The next day I went back to him with a different question. This time he
looked at me with his piercing eyes and said, “Did you look up the
Rashba?” 1 said no. “Rabbi Akiva Eiger sends you to a Gemara in
Yevamos — did you look it up?” I said no. Then he paused and said, “So
why are you wasting my time with your unprepared questions?”

The conversation was over. | was traumatized. I ran to my senior friend,
Reb Yerachmiel Fried (presently Rosh Kollel in Dallas) and asked him
what had just happened. With a twinkle in his eye he explained, the first
time you went to him you were a stranger. Now you became a talmid.

For the next thirty seven years, with over twenty years as his “Friday
driver,” I was careful to only ask questions that were thoroughly
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prepared. From his talmidim, Rav Moshe demanded excellence. He
expected us to go deeper. And when we had reached our capacity of
depth, we were expected to reanalyze everything and question every
assumption and then go deeper still.

At his Purim tisch (after being cheppered by a drunk bochur!) he
confided in us how he trained himself to look at a maamar Chazal. “1
was a young boy playing with my friends in front of the Ponevezh beis
hamedrash. There was a black out and the beis hamedrash was plunged
into darkness. Everyone left and we went into the beis hamedrash to see
if there was any ‘action.” In the corner sat the silhouette of an aged man
who was reciting slowly and deliberately, with the niggun of the baalei
mussar, a simple maamar Chazal. When he finished it, he said it again.
And again. He said it so many times that we started giggling. But he kept
on going. After a while we started to feel awe at what was happening.
Eventually there was a not a single one of us who was not crying. And
that was the moment when I realized the infinite depths of a maamar
Chazal, without even leaving the simple meaning of the words.”

And who was that aged man? That scion of Kelm, Rav Eliyahu Eliezer
Dessler.

On Purim night when the dancing was over we packed into a small shiur
room and Rav Moshe expounded on Purim for over an hour. He
concluded with a /’chayim and then chose a song that we sang again and
again for maybe twenty minutes. After a while the words seemed to take
on a life of their own. We would forever connect to those words in a way
that simple recital could never achieve. Which was of course the
educational point Rav Moshe was making. Years later he told me that
once upon a time one could reach dveykus with a wordless niggun, but he
felt that today we were no longer on a level to do so, we needed the
“hook” of words.
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Reb Moshe took a personal interest in every falmid and built each one of
us with the devotion of a diamond polisher. One of the chaburah was an
artist who went to one of the Gedolim and asked him what should he do
with his passion for drawing while in yeshivah. The Gado! told him to
work on himself and find the “geshimak” of drawing in a blatt gemara.
Rav Moshe told him to take off one seder and draw. (Interestingly, he
went for a third opinion to Rav Wolbe z¢”/ who concurred with Rav
Moshe.) The first painting he drew was a picture of Rav Moshe! That
painting hangs in the living room of Family Zeffren in St. Louis. (When
mentioning The Zeffrens, who can forget the incredibly emotional Skype
conversation between Rav Moshe and Reb Gershon Zeffren z”l, our
esteemed chaburah member who passed away five years ago, when a
tearful Rav Moshe gave over yesodos of emunah to his beloved talmid.)

We never could grasp how despite his mastery of niglah and nistar, Rav
Moshe seemed to have general knowledge in everything! My wife and I
once drove him from London to Manchester for the wedding of the
daughter of chaburah member Reb Eliezer Stefansky. As we crossed the
River Avon, he remarked, “This is where Shakespeare lived.” As we
drove through the Midlands, he and our other passenger, Reb Akiva Tatz,
had a spirited discussion on the impact of the Industrial Revolution on an
aspect of evolutionary theory. Reb Moshe was once seen trying to
decipher a newspaper in Russian. Before we learned perek “Aizehu
Neshech” on the laws of interest, he gave an introductory class on
market forces that could have come straight out of the mouth of an
economics professor. When I was looking for a yeshivah ketanah for my
oldest son, he warned me not seek out a “brand name” yeshivah, which
he jokingly compared to the Chicago Bulls (yup — it was the Michael
Jordan era). Then he looked at me and laughed, “I forgot you are English
— I meant to say Manchester United!”

In general he thought his “Anglo” talmidim should live in Chutz L ’Aretz.
He felt we were obligated to live in a place where we could serve the
King to the best of our talents. So, for example, from the talmidim in my
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“bochur years” apartment, my roommate Reb Mordechai Becher (Senior
Lecturer, Gateways) moved to Passaic, Reb Yehoshua Karsh to Chicago
(outreach at the JLC Center in Northbrook), Reb Jeff Wohlgelenter to
San Diego (Rav of Beth Jacob), Reb Yossie Davis to Flatbush (Senior
Editor, ArtScroll), Reb Elazar Stefansky to Manchester (Rov of Vine
Street Shul) and Reb Gershon Zeffren z”1 to St. Louis.

Rav Moshe’s high expectations from us were outweighed by his love and
constant outpouring of chessed. 1 once told him about a bitter machlokes
in our building between neighbors. He volunteered to come to Har Nof
and see if he could make shalom. With elegant chochmah, he worked out
a solution that pleased everyone. When in my house, Sarah the cleaning
lady offered him tea which he politely refused. As he left the building,
after having walked down two floors he turned to me and said
“Menachem, I forgot something.” I thought he had forgotten something
like an umbrella and he clearly did not want me following him. He ran
back to my apartment and went from room to room until he found the
cleaning lady and wished her goodbye. In that moment I saw true
greatness.

When 1 started writing my sefer Rigshei Lev — Women and Tefillah, 1
turned to Rav Moshe for guidelines. He said, “Your goal in writing your
book should be to make life easier for women.” When one of the
chaburah stopped relying on the eruv on Shabbos, Rav Moshe
admonished him and said, “Why are you being machmir on kavod
Shabbos? It is better to be machmir on the kavod of your wife.” (Note:
this was an individual psak — not necessarily for everyone.)

Reb Mordechai Becher was once in a taxi and discovered that his driver
lived in Rav Moshe’s building in Bayit Vegan. The driver casually
related that he keeps Shabbos because of Rav Moshe. “What happened?”
asked Mordechai. “I once gave him a ride and he suddenly asked me if I
drive on Shabbos. I looked into his holy eyes and lied to him. But after
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that I felt terrible and wanted my lie to have been the truth. So there and
then I took on myself keeping Shabbos!”

It was Shevi’i Shel Pesach in Rav Moshe’s home. Rav Yehoshua
Hartman (presently of London) and I had recently returned from an
educational trip to Eastern Europe. After Rav Moshe had completed one
of his classic scintillating Yom Tov shiurim he asked us, so what
thoughts did you have during your travels? I made the following personal
observation. I said that it was strange how connected I felt to the Rama in
his shul in Krakow. And how connected I felt to the Maharal in his shul
in Prague. But when I go to the Kosel, with its plethora of Jewish history,
[ don’t feel the same connection.

I assumed Rav Moshe would say that you can get used to anything. You
have lost the power of the place simply by living in Yerushalayim. But
that is not what he said. In typical fashion he said something short and
life changing: When you look directly into the sun, you see nothing.

I have shared with you a tiny sliver of Rav Moshe mainly through the
one-dimensional lens of my memories from Mishkan HaTorah. I know
nothing of his talmidim from his thirty to forty shiurim a week, or from
his constant travels to Europe, Russia, the U.S.A and South America. I
know nothing of his vast knowledge and his ability to penetrate depths in
all spheres of Torah that was unparalleled in our generation. Or his
ability to take the most complex political changes, wars, atrocities and
tsunamis and pass them through the lens of Daas Torah in a way that
gave us clarity and empowered our emunah. I know nothing of his
attraction to the leading linguists of Hebrew University who would come
to him for advice in understanding the Hebrew language; or why Benny
Lévy, political activist and leading philosopher in France, would switch
his allegiance from Jean-Paul Sartre to Rav Moshe; or why Gideon Saar,
rising star of the Likud, would want to learn with him b chavrusah. 1
know nothing of why a man who was offered to be Rosh Yeshiva of
Chevron and other of the world’s leading yeshivas, would turn them
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down to work with talmidim who did not fit into the system. Or his
extreme affinity, patience and love for special-needs children. I know
nothing of the kiruv revolution that he led and the countless lives that he
impacted through the force of the purity of his Torah and boundless
Ahavas Yisrael.

But I do know that for thirty-seven years I looked into the sun.

And that the sun looked at me.

My family, my students and I have been spiritually enriched beyond
anything we can comprehend. May his rays continue to shine from

Shamayim as a meilitz yosher for us all. And may the orphaned
generation he left behind merit the geulah bimheirah b’yameinu.
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My Reflections on Rav Moshe, z¢”/
Dr. Michael Elman

The loss of Rav Moshe Shapira, zecher tzadik v’kadosh livrachah to Klal
Yisrael cannot be calculated, let alone understood. No words can
adequately express my personal pain and deep feeling of loss.

I consider myself very fortunate to have been blessed with the
opportunity to learn Torah at the feet of the Master Mechanech. 1 looked
forward to those opportunities when I could do so in person, either in
Europe, Yerushalayim, or even once in Baltimore. I eagerly awaited the
audio recordings or the transcriptions of the weekly shiurim, devouring
them each week. Rav Moshe touched the core of my neshamah and had a
profound impact on my life in many ways that go beyond the beautiful
and profound Torah 1 was zocheh to learn from him.

In addition to all the advice and hadrachah 1 was zocheh to receive
through the years, | have to comment on the great warmth and concern
the Rosh Yeshiva and the Rebbetzin always showed to me and to my
family. When I requested that the Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbetzin should
daven for the refuah sheleimah of my dear wife when we thought she
was gravely ill, the first question asked each time thereafter when I met
either of you was “How is your wife feeling?” Several years ago
Yeshivat Pitchei Olam was having a dinner at Aish Hatorah right before
Shavuos. I had just come back to Yerushalayim and asked Doniel Barron
why the Rosh Yeshiva’s talmidim from the Europe trips were not invited.
Doniel told me that Rav Moshe did not want to impose on those who
already supported him through the Europe trip. I said I wanted to go
anyhow and I bought a ticket. When Rav Moshe saw me, he greeted me
warmly and insisted I sit next to him on the Dais! I don’t know what I
did to be worthy of such an honor, but I cherished every moment. Three
years ago, we celebrated the upsherin of our Israeli grandson Binyamin
Yehuda Meystel. We invited the Rav Moshe, but he could not come, but
instead invited us to his house. I will always recall that reception and
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how he played with little Binyamin, as it turns out just days before his
lung surgery.

The Rebbetzin told me about the time Rav Moshe was paralyzed from
Guillain Barre Syndrome. He could not move even his big toe. This
paralysis set in shortly after his lung surgery. What bothered him most
was the inability to learn at night, as the light in the room would disturb
the other patients. The Rebbetzin informed the secular attending
physician of the problem. Showing great sensitivity, the doctor wrote an
order in the chart instructing the medical staff to allow the Rav Moshe to
learn with his son in the dining room at night where they would not
disturb the other patients. Where else would one see such an amazing
doctor’s order but in Yerushalyim! The learning I am sure was the
catalyst for the Rosh Yeshiva’s amazing recovery from his paralysis.

Five years ago I was approached to assume the lay leadership for the
NCSY Atlantic Seaboard region. For two years I politely declined until a
soul shaking encounter changed my mind. Every summer [ am privileged
to join a group of scholars in a European retreat with Rabbi Moshe
Shapira, one of the world’s foremost experts on Machshavah, Jewish
thought. Three years ago, when in Amsterdam, [ was invited to sit with
Rav Moshe for Seudat Shlishit. Rav Moshe does not suffer fools gladly,
so I was not going to risk dazzling him with my novel and “ingenious”
Torah thoughts. Instead I took the safe route and decided to discuss
world events. I innocently asked him in Hebrew — “How do you view
things in the world today?” He tersely responded, “The world is going
down the tubes.” “The whole world or the Jewish world?” I countered.
He clarified, “the Jewish world, and nothing in the world is more
precious than the Jewish people.” Then he hit me squarely in the face
with something that shook me to the core and made me change my mind
about NCSY. The Talmud tells us that when we all die we are judged
with a final exam. It is an open book test. We know the questions and we
are writing a page in the book every day. The Gemara in Tractate
Shabbos states, “Did you deal honestly in business, did you set aside
fixed times for Torah study and did you delve into its wisdom and learn
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it deeply, did you engage in increasing the world’s population, and did
you eagerly await the Mashiach?” As he looked me in the eyes with his
penetrating gaze, Rav Moshe then added that our generation has been
given an additional question, “What did you do to help save the Jewish
people?” Saying that you are a busy doctor is no excuse. Saying that the
problem is so immense that my efforts are a drop in the bucket is no
excuse, for we will not be judged by the results. We each will be judged
by our efforts.

We cannot save the Jewish people single handedly. But we each can
make a difference. In NCSY it is done little by little, one Jew at a time.
Because we all know there is nothing more precious to us than the
Jewish people.

I was searching for a means to perpetuate in some small way Rav
Moshe’s mission as a Marbitz Torah, particularly to those not yet
fortunate to drink from its waters. In this he followed in the path of the
Ramchal who wrote in Derech Hashem of the transformative powers of
the Torah Hakdoshah in people who start out learning Torah on a regular
basis as an intellectual exercise. Inspired by Rav Moshe’s hadrachah in
this area, in my capacity as president of the Center for Jewish Education,
we have worked over the last two years to establish a new program for
Jewish leaders in the community, both religious and secular, to learn
Torah b’chavrusa each week. This program is scheduled to be launched
in the next several weeks. It is my hope that this will grow into a
program that will engage the entire community. It is my sincere prayer
that all the learning that will come from this program will serve as an
aliyah to Rav Moshe’s Holy neshamah.

These are just a few vivid anecdotes that weave a portrait of how Rav
Moshe impacted my life in significant ways beyond all the Talmud
Torah, which by itself would fill volumes. I pray that his dear family will
be granted a nechamah and the neshamah of mori v'rabi be granted a
continued Aliyah in Gan Eden. | know he will serve as a fierce advocate
in Shamayim on behalf of Klal Yisrael.
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In honor of our dear mother,

Deborah Naiman

Thank you for all that you have done
and continue to do for us.

Love,

Irvin and Family
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The Raczkowski Family
wishes the community
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In appreciation of the

Rav and the Rebbetzin

by

The Solomons




In honor of the
Rav, Gabbayim,
and Kiddush Committee
for their tireless efforts at BMR
by

the Sugars

In honor of the
Rav, the Kiddush Committee,

and the Gabbayim

by

the Kimelfelds




In honor and appreciation of
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Naiman
for all they do for the Bais Medrash
and the entire kehillah

by

Eli and Janice Friedman
and Family

Compliments of the

The Singmans




In Memory of
Khaim-Khuvis, o
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'H\‘-\ between the Wars,
a member of our Bais Medrash

for most of its;existence.
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He inspired us with his sincere davenlng,

and shiowered us with berachﬂg*.,







